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Hollywood Xmas Cheer Assured 
By Boomtime Production Rush 


+ 





Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


Plenty of Christmas coin jingles in 
the offing. Picture industry is play- 
ing Santa Claus this year by turning 
December into a whirl of production 
activity. Although far ahead of re- 
leasing schedules, most of the studios 
are stepping on the gas and sending 
new features into work, in addition 
to the regular slates. This unwonted 
activity, with -a corresponding flood 
of coin at the pay window, is due to 
continue until the Yule season. 


The 20th-Fox lot cut loose with a 
burst of Christmas spirit by ordering 
December starts on several features 
originally slated to hit the cameras 
in January. Among them are some 
of the most important 1938-39 pic- 
tures, It means a burst of speed at 
20th where production slowed down 
in November. ‘Jones Family in 
Hollywood’ swung into action yes- 
terday (Mon.) and ‘Winner Take All’ 
got the gun today (Tues.). Two high 
budgeters, ‘Hound of Baskervilles’ 
and ‘Rose of Washington Square,’ get 
the signal Dec. 16, to be followed by 
several others. 

Warners tossed three into produc- 
tion yesterday (Mon.), making a to- 
tal of nine in work, with 10 more 
slated to start before the end of the 
year. 

Metro reaches a six-month high 
with 75% of its stars and contract 
Players busy, and four more features 
due to start before the end of the 
month. 

Paramount has seven companies at 
work and seven more preparing to 
start before the holidays. Universal 
will be shooting at full capacity next 
week, with four of its most expensive 
productions at work, and the same 
hum of activity may be heard in all 
the studios, major and independent. 


U. S. Practically In 
Concession Business 
For N. Y. World Fair 


Federal Government has done 
something for New York World's 
Fair that it never before did for a 
world exposition. It is going ahead 
with the construction of a building 
which will have space and facilities 
Available to South American and 
certain European governments that 
can't afford an entire building or 
Pavilion. 

While renting will be strictly on a 
cost basis, to provide for the outlay 
made by the U. S. Government on 
the project, it actually puts the Fed- 
eral setup in the concession business 
On a non-profit basis. 

Florida is the only state planning 
Claborate pavilions or buildings at 
the New York expo, keeping apart 
from the other state structures. Alli- 
Bator state is planning its building 
off to one side not far from the fair’s 
midway section and near the lagoon 
fronting on this amusement section. 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Radio Starts Sumpin’ 





Los Angeles, Nov. 29. 

Clinics for parents through- 
out California, to be introduced 
at next session of legislature, 
was inspired by John Boylan’s 
script for ‘Parents on Trial’ on 
KFi. Parent-Teachers Ass’n is 
sponsoring the measure. and 
will lobby for its passage. 

Radio program is based on 
the stories of juveniles put 
away for delinquencies, pur- 
porting to place the blame on 
parents for not providing the 
proper environment for their 
youngsters. 


PARIS SHOW BIZ 
JOINS GEN'L 
STRIKE 


Paris, Nov. 29. 

Paris’ after-dark spots will prac- 
tically be non-existent all of Wed- 
nesday (30) as result of musicians 
joining the general strike of the 
French Confederation of Labor. Mu- 
sicians ordered the strike for 24 
hours in theatres, music halls, cir- 
cuses, brasseries, restaurants and 
radio broadcasts. Starting this 
(Tuesday) midnight, Paris’ many 
cafes, clubs, cabarets, dance halls 
and all other night spots go dark. 
Starting 8 a. m. Wednesday (30) the 
others go into eclipse. 

The Artists Union voted against 
joining the strike, but only in the- 
atres where orchestras are not abso- 
lutely necessary will the shows be 
presented. Cinema mechanics and 
technicians voting today (Tuesday) 
are expected to join the walkout, but 
a checkup shows if they do many 
houses will attempt to remain open 
with emergency crews. 

Film production, however, will be 
at a standstill for duration of the 
strike. 

Cinema technicians today (Tues- 
day) were ordered to go out on 
strike with the musicians. 


$5,000,000 Mastbaum, 
Phiily, Into Parking Lot 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 
Not yet 10 years old, the Mastbaum 
theatre here, one of the largest and 
finest in the country, will be torn 
down shortly to make way for a 
parking lot. Far out of the center 

















of the city and always a white ele- 

phant, the house has actually been 

lighted a total of less than four out | 

of its 10 years. 

Erected in the mad-money days of | 
(Contrnuec on page 40) 


‘LAW AND CONSE 
BOTH ARE MURKY 


Forced to Take Action in 
Self - Defense, National 
Association of Broadcast- 
ers Moves to Formulate 
Written Rules — Hopes 
FCC Will Give Tacit En- 
dorsement -— Coughlin, 
Rutherford, Welles, 
O’Neill Touch It Off 








SARNOFF LEADS 





Washington, Nov. 29. 

A confused broadcasting industry 
is taking first steps to illuminate the 
danger zones that confront stations 
and networks due to the absolute re- 
fusal of Government officials to be 
specific, definite or clear. While 
there have been several recent minor 
‘clarifications’ to help broadcasters 
in their guesswork, the lack of writ- 
ten standards has become a cause for 
alarm. 

Broadcasters are frankly  be- 
wildered by what attitude to take 
toward such radio phenomena as 
Father Coughlin and Judge Ruther- 
ford and have been notably un- 
nerved by the unpredictable and 
fantastic reaction to the recent Orson 

(Continued on page 53) 


PAN-AMERICAN 
TOURIST BOOM 


Pan-American accord is already 
having its reflex in the anticipated 
boom market this winter in tourist 
travel from the U. S. to the Latin 
and South American countries. This 
is expected, in short order, to be 
extended to the degree where it may 
cut considerably into the European 
tourist market. 

Meantime cruise boat bookers are 
laying extensive plans for this win- 
ter’s tropical itineraries to Rio de 
Janeiro and kindred ports. The 





feature this season. 

Still another manifestation of the 
President’s policy on ‘good neigh- 
borliness’ with all the other western 
hemisphere »rctior2}s, cemented by 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull’s 
current visit to Lima, Peru, is the 
soon-due Cuban boom. 

All sorts of elaborate plans, stem- 
ming from the recent visits of the 
Havana officials to the States, are 
being laid to truly make Havana 
‘the Paris of the western world.’ 
Already well established as a gay 





capital, particularly during the win- 
ter seasons, 1938-39 will see an un- 
precedent rise in wide-open attrac- 
tions to woo the itinerant U. S. dol- 


| lar. 





talent will be an unusually strong | 








(Film Business May Donate One Day's 
Receipts to German Refugee Fund 








Sherwood’s Complex 





Robert E. Sherwood was in- 
spired to write his ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,’ at the Plymouth, 
New York, because he has a 
‘Lincoln complex.’ 

That is what he told a lecture 
audience last week, explaining 
that while short men are 
thought likely to have a ‘Na- 
poleon complex,’ his excep- 
tional height (six feet, seven 
inches) has brought him a life- 
time of ribbing and gave him 
a feeling of kinship and sym- 
pathy for Lincoln. 


TELEVISION I 
10 YEARS OFF, 
SAYS LEVY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Television, as the public expects 
it, let alone not being here isn’t 
even around the corner, Dr. Leon 
Levy, prez of WCAU, told Variety 
yesterday. Fact is, he declared, it’s 
at least 10 years away. That’s why, 
the leading manufacturers and lab- 
oratories, he is surprised at recent 


statements of industry leaders. These 
statements have resulted in cutting 
down sale of ordinary receiving sets, 
reacting harmfully to all radio. 

Of course visio is possible here 
now, just as it is in England, Levy 
said, but the American public is 
not going to be satisfied with it and 
it is not going to benefit the bud- 
ding industry to come out with sets 
at the present time. Public, he de- 
clared, expects visio to be just like 
the motion pictures—and it isn’t 
that way yet. What’s even more 
vital than television, in Levy’s esti- 
mation, is a shift from present sound 
bands to ultra-high frequency, for 
whatever happens in visio he feels 
that there will be no serious changes 
in radio programs as they are today. 

















Double-Featuring Debs 
Cuts Into Maestros’ Take 


Bandleaders catering to the so- 
ciety party field have had available 
dates cut considerably with the 
widening this year of the practice of 
dual presentations of debs. Supply- 
ing dansapation for the coming-out 
shindigs has been a lucrative source 
of revenue for batoneers. 

Doubling up on ‘official’ introduc- 
tions is not new. It’s simply more 
popular this season, 





The motion picture industry is 
mobilizing to aid the German refu- 
gees on a national scale. At first the 
few instances of fund-raising were 
confined to sporadic and individual 
efforts or benefits, but last Friday 
(26) all the important top ex- 
ecutives, members of the Hays or- 
ganization, held their first meeting 
to do something on a larger standard, 
The idea discussed would call for 
every U. S. theatre controlled by 
Hays members to donate one day’s 
proceeds to the cause. A committee 
has been appointed to work out the 
preliminaries. 

This development may eventually 
lead to an even more widespread 
plan which would give employees in 
production and distribution depart- 
ments, east and west, an opportunity 
to make some sort of contribution, 
now that the initiative has been 
taken by heads of all picture com- 
panies, 

Another movement which will 
raise a considerable amount of 
money for refugees is the Motion 
Picture Art Fund for the Relief of 
German Refugees, organized last 
week by heads of motion picture art 
and publicity departments. This 
movement is to be coordinated also 
with the major theatre drive. 

A half dozen committees have 
been appointed by the Art Fund or- 
ganization, finance committee, three 
publicity committees, a ticket com- 
mittee and an executive committee 
which will be composed of heads of 
all committees. The drive to sell 
(Continued on page 54) 


Cantor’s Quip, Publicized 
By President, Was Turned 
Down by Radio Sponsor 


Now widely publicized front-page 
Thanksgiving greeting by Eddie 
Cantor to President Roosevelt— 
‘rather carve a turkey today, than 
carve up a map’—was first proposed 
by the radio comedian to his Camel 
cigaret sponsors, but the William 
Esty agency observed that ‘some 
people mightn’t like that.’ Accord- 
ingly it was kept off his air show 
last Monday (21). In course of that 
week, Cantor says he sent the Presi- 
dent his Thanksgiving greetings, just 
like any other citizen. 

Chief Executive, in quoting the 
aphorism, referred to Cantor as ‘my 
very good friend, the comedian.’ 

Long an ardent admirer of the 
President, Cantor had been plugging 
F.D.R.’s pet charity, the Warm 
Springs (Ga.) foundation and will 
again this winter take a leading 
hand in a general theatr:cal salute to 
the President’s Birthday Ball with 
a combined gala broadcast on both 
NBC and CBS networks Sunday 
night, 10-11 p. m., on Jan. 22. This 
precedes the President’s birthday 
Jan. 30, which will be celebrated, 
however, with the series of charity 
dances on Jan. 28, because of the 
more advantageous Saturday night 














that falls on. 




















cy 

























































































pm 





2 VARIETY 


—- — 








Warnerites to Continue Prod. Plans 


For 39-40 on 


Discussing production plans for 
the 1939-40 season only generally at 
meetings in New York Sunday and 
Monday (27-28), Warner Bros. ex- 
ecutives will defer final decision on 
number of pictures to be made, type, 
ete. until after the first of the year 
when conferences in that connection 
will be held on the Coast. 

At that time Grad Sears will go 
West, arriving in Hollywod around 
Jan. 15, armed with opinions gath- 
ered by the WB distribution head 
on a tour of the company’s ex- 
changes for - general discussion. 
Sears left yesterday (Tues.) on the 
tour but will probably interrupt it 
for Christmas, going out again im- 
mediately After New Year’s to cover 
certain spots on the way West. 

Understood one of the reasons for 
deferring production, sales, mer- 
chandising and other ’39-40 plans un- 
til later is that Warners wants to see | 
what is going to happen on self- | 
regulation plans now before the 
industry. 

Two-day meetings in New York 
were attended by Jack L. -Warner, 
back from England; Hal Wallis, 
called east for the huddle; Sears, 
Major Albert Warner and S. Charles 
Einfeld. 

Deciared that the rental return to 
WE this week on ‘Angels’, day-dating 
in 216 spots, will be around $325,000. 

Warner bought a story property 
while in England, ‘Called Back’, by 
Paul Conway, British novelist, which 
may go on the 1939-40 program. 

Studio chief, Warner, Einfeld and 
Wallis are scheduled to leave here 
for Coast on Friday (2), 

On his arrival from Europe last 
week, Warner stated there will be 
no pictures produced in France be- 
cause the company cannot get 
enough revenue out of that type of 
picture. The Warner British com- 
pany will show a sizable profit this 
year, according to him. Out of the 
British lineup of 16 now being pro- 
duced, one will be brought over for 
distribution in the U. S. It is ‘They 
Drive at Night,’ starring Max Miller, 
English comedian, produced by 
Emlyn Wiliams. 


Educat’l Reelects, 
But Meantime Nothing 
New on GN’s Setup 


Officers of Educational Pictures, 
Inc., were reelected at a meeting of 
the board of directors Nov. 23 in 
New York. No other business was 
transacted by the board. Earle W: 
Hammons is president, Bruno Weyers 
v.p., T. R. Williams, secretary and 
treasurer, and Harold Sachs. assistant 
treasurer. 

Hammons officially confirmed ap- 
pointment of Jeffrey Bernerd as one 
of the officers of the new Grand Na- 
tional company being formed to dis- 
tribute GN product in the United 
Kingdom, GN is an.Educational af- 
filiate British sales will be under 
supervision of Bernerd and Edward 
R. Russell, managing director of the 
present English subsidiary, Educa- 
tional Films Co., Ltd. 

Hammons and Franklyn Warner, 
of Fine Arts, have announced noth- 
ing new since Warner's outfit with- 
drew and Warner, on his part, is 
making no comment until legal pa- 
pers, providing for the takeover by 
the new people, whoever they may 
be, are finally signed. 

Up to the time Warner left for the 
Coast Friday night (25) documents 
had not come from Fine Arts’ at- 
torneys in New York, Cravath, De- 
Gersdorff, Swaine & Wood. Warner 
was due to return to New York last 
night (29) by plane and signatures 
may finally go on today. This may 
account for reluctance of Hammons 
to comment on the new company. 

Jack H. Skirball, GN vice-president 
in charge of production, has appoint- 
ed Adele Gutman Nathan eastern 
story editor. 


De Sylva Starts ‘Mother’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Buddy ‘De Sylva started work at 
RKO yesterday ‘Mon.) on ‘Little 
Mother,” a story he bought three 
years ago in France. 
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Coast After Jan. | 





Jason Joy Inherits 
~ Bill Dover’s Chores 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 








Jason Joy took over the super- 
vision of assignments for writers and | 
directors at 20th-Fox, a job former- | 
ly handled by William Dover, who} 
resigned. 
New chore is an addition to Joy’s | 
regular task as chief executive of | 
the studio’s public relations. 


Korda May Divide | 
His Time Between 
London and. H’wood 


Alexander Korda next week takes 
the first step, in what may turn out 
to be eventual resumption of pic- 
ture making in Hollywood, when the 
producer sails Dec. 3 for New York 
and Coast. Korda recently advised 
UA partners of his intention to make 
at least one picture in America, 
starring Merle Oberon, and his trip is 
for the purpose of lining up script 
and east preliminaries. Korda will 
produce and direct it himself. 

Now that he has been relieved of 
the responsibility of keeping the 
Denham plant in England constantly 
occupied by independent preducers, 
the Denham and Pinewood studios 
having recently been merged by 
their financial backers, Korda may 
be inclined to make at least half of 
his annual London Films lineup each 
year on the Coast, and the other half 
at Denham. 

Korda’s last production in this 
country was “The Private Life of 
Helen of Troy’ in 1927 for First Na- 
tional, with his wife Marie Corda 
starred. In all he produced 10 pic- 
tures in Hollywood for Fox and 
First National. 


G. J. SCHAEFER’S FIRST 
TRIP TO RKO STUDIO 


Going west on his first official trip, 
but probably just to get lay of the 
land, meet the production forces and 
for general looksee, preparatory to 
trip later with other eastern execu- 
tives. George J. Schaefer, president 
three mzin RKO subsidiaries, - left 
Friday night (25) by train. Fred 
Meyers, head of the RKO film book- 
ing dept., left at the same time for a 
Coast visit of a couple weeks. 

Ned E. Depinet, head of distribu- 
tion, and A. H. McCausland, receiver 
of RKO under 77b, had ‘planned 
going out with Schaefer, but are de- 
ferring their trip until later, prob- 
ably shortly after Jan. 1, at which 
time Schaefer will no doubt. make 
another trip west. 

President RKO Distributing, KAO 
and B. F. Keith Corp., who is ex- 
pected to be named president of the 
parent company, RKO Corp. on 
emergence from 77b, possibly be- 
fore Christmas, doesn’t know how 
long he'll remain ir Hollywood on 
this trip, but probably not for more 
than two weeks, maybe less, being 
back here for the holidays. 


Thornton With Small 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

C. W. Thornton has signed as ex- 
ecutive business manager of Edward 
Small Productions, resigning his cur- 
rent job as secretary-treasurer of 
Grand National studios. 

Small has a heavy production 
schedule, with ‘King of the Turf’ in 
work and three more slated on the 
1938-39 program for United Artists 




















Storms Dent 6% 


Snowstorms and unseasonable 
cold weather, blanketing most 
of the country and extending 
deeply into the south, are 
vitally affecting picture grosses. 

While the east is hurt more 
than other parts of the country, 
the average from Thanksgiving 
Day through the weekend shows 
business to be about 6% under 
the same period last year, in- 
cluding the holiday. On Thanks- 
giving day itself when the first 
of the snow and cold arrived, 
grosses were about 7% under 
that shown for the same day 
last year. 

Friday (25) was also bad gen- 
erally but notably in the gen- 
eral east and New England, 
while Saturday showed some 
improvement and Sunday wasn’t 
so far behind normal. On the 
four days (Thanksgiving through 
Sunday), the result was an 
average dip of around the 6%. 
Second heavy fall of snow in 
widely-spread areas came too 
late Saturday night (26) to do‘ 
much harm, 














OCT. 1938 AMUS. 
TAXES $370,251 
BEHIND ’37 


Washington, Nov. 29. 
Erratic trend of theatre business 


this year sent boxoffice receipts and 
Government revenues skidding 


again in October. Latest U. S. 
Treasury report on tax _ collections, 
issued last week, shows September 
patronage dropped to the fourth 
lowest level in nine months and put 
the Government's share of the take 
still farther behind 1937. 

October payments to the Federal 
depositary were $1,596,366. This was 
$72,461 less than the Government 
took in September and smaller than 
the total for any months except 
January, April, May and August. 
Industry’s gloom was deepened 
when comparison of official figures 
showed patronage has been behind 
1937 standards in eight of 10 months 
in. the present calendar year, and 
the drop in October was the largest 
since July, 1935. The total for Oc- 
tober, 1938, is $370,251 behind the 
same stanza of 1937 and this slump 
tops the previously biggest 1938 
drop—in June—by nearly $120,000. — 
Only bright spot in the picture is 
that the September-to-October dive 
is the second smallest of six declines 
so far this year on a month-to-month 
basis. The $72,461 retreat was con- 
siderably smaller than the decrease 
in January, April, May and August. 
On the accounting basis used by 
the Government statisticians, year’s 
revenues from the 10% bite to date 
are $15,655,827, which is $785,600 be- 
hind the tenmonth total for 1937, 
and $998,609 better than the cor- 
responding portion of 1936. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Bob Berry. 

Jane Bryan. 

Arthur W. Eddy. 

Mr. and Mis. S. Charles Einfeld. 
Mr. and Mrs. Y. Frank Freeman. 
Mrs. Anatole Friedland, 

Cary Grant. 

Robert M. Gillham. 

Carl Haverlin. 

Ceci] Humphreys. 

Ted Husing. 

Dudley Nichols. 

Irna Phillips. 

M. J. Rockford. 

George Sherman, 

Hel B. Wallis. 

Mr. and Mrs. “ack L. Warner. 
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Gloria Whitney 





Other News of Interest to Films 








Ginger Rogers has the femme lead. 





Mexico spurme Mallen film........ 2.06. cccccsves ee ae ry Page 11 
‘Snow White’ nixed in Holland....................0..00.000 Page 11 
Yank film companies preparing to wash up in Italy......... Page 11 
Tae keg lish adhe ob bes 6405004000 bende Page 32 
WB ‘Adeline’ case settled................ ebsites csese ceed .-Page 39 
New act reviews: Eric Blore, Roy Rogers..............eees0- Page 45 
Broadway's script shortage............. SE¥esSsdedes sisae .+.-Page 47 








Wednesday, November dv, 





UA's 20-25% Distrib Terms to S1 
Look the Best So Far to J. H. Whitney 
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Jed Harris on Deal To 
Film ‘Our Town’ at RKO 





, Holly wood, Nov. 29. 
Jed Harris is dickering with 

Pandro Berman for the filming of his 

Broadway legit show, ‘Our Town,’ 


at RKO. 


If the deal goes through, Harris 
will produce the picture. 





Forest Fires Darken, 
Spray Location Crews, 
Three Films Stailed 


Hollywood. Nov. 29. 

Forest fires in surrounding hills 
and canyons cast a pall of smoke and 
ashes over Hollywood and caused the 
suspension of work on three pictures. 
Homes of many film celebrities were 
threatened but none seriously dam- 
aged. 

Near Calabassas, where smoke 
was thick, Warners called off shoot- 
ing on ‘Oklahoma Kid’ and ‘Dark 
Victory,’ both on location at the 
company ranch. Cameras were shut- 
tered on ‘Newsboys Home’ on Uni- 
versal’s back lot, due to drifting 
ashes. 

Heaviest damage incurred to mem- 
bers of the film colony was at Ar- 
rowhead Springs, where the $750,000 
hotel recentky purchased by Joe 
Schenck, Darryl Zanuck and their 
associates, was completely destroyed. 
It was a favorite camping ground for 
picture people. The loss was cov- 
ered by insurance: Besides, the 
company had decided -to build a new 
hotel before the fires started. 

Home of the late Will Rogers, 
threatened for a while, was saved 
from the flames, although trees and 
shrubbery were destroyed. Damage 
in the area surrounding Hollywood 
was estimated at $5,000,000. 


Two New Metro Stars 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Latest additions to stardom at 
Metro are Hedy Lamerr and Judy 
Garland, hitherto -arried on the fea- 
tured player list. 

Miss Lamarr shares starring hon- 
or: with Spencer Tracy in ‘1 Take 
This Woman, ’and Miss Garland gets 
top billing in “Wizard of Oz." 


ARRIVALS 


Mr. and Mrs. William A. Seiter 
(Marion Nixon), Marlene Dietrich, 
Cary Grant, Phyllis Brooks, Stepha 
‘L_eble, Roma June, Hugh Williams, 
Eric Hakim, Marian Anderson, Kosti 
Vehanen, Greta Keller, Glayds Hen- 
son, Moya Nugent, Kenneth Carten, 
Penelope Dudley-Ward, Maidie An- 
drews, Rosemary Lomax, Angus 
Menzies, Clifford C. Fischer. 


SAILINGS 


Dec. 3 (London to New York) John 
W. Hicks, Jr., Alexander Korda (Nor- 
mandie). 

Dee, 2 (London to New York) 
Kimberly and Page (American Mer- 
chant), 

Nov. 26 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Greer Garson, Miles Bouveng, Phil- 
ippe Cotnareanu, Edward Kennedy, 
Therese M. Bonney, Lillian Mowrer, 
Jacques Deval (Normandie). 

Nov. 26 (London to New York) 
Clifford C. Fischer (Queen Mary). 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Kenny Baker. 

Ed Beloin. 

Jack Benny. 

Myrt Blum. 
Frankie Burke, 
Sally Eilers, 

Don Gilman. 
David Hand. 
William J. Heineman. 
Mary Livingstone. 
Bill Morrow. 

Jane Murfin. 

Kay Marjorie Noble. 
Gabriel Pascal. 
Charles Powers. 
Hunt Stromberg. 
Kenneth Thomson. 
Bill Walters. 
Frankiyn Warner. 
George White. 
Don Wilson. 























Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Zukor. 








John Hay Whitney, back from 
Europe. does not expect the status of 
Selzniek-International Pictures to be 
settled immediately, although United 
Artists has offered a two-year 
straight distribution deal on a 20-25% 
basis. S-I has been paying 30%. 

Proposition looks okay and Whit- 
ney is well: disposed toward ac- 
ceptance. Only reason it isn’t closed 
now is Whitney’s belief United Ar- 
tists is not prepared to actually con- 
sumate its offer at this moment and, 
in addition, Whitney and Selznick 
want more time to think it over. 

Whitney wiil hit the Coast on Jan. 
1 for ultimate decision out there. He 
denied that Dave Selznick had been 
offered a one-sixth partnership in 
UA, nor is he interested in such an 
arrangement. Selznick return to 
the Coast on Monday (28). The 
Straight percentage arrangement to 
handle the Selznick preduct is the 
best one that has been offered to date 
and in all probability that is where 
the pictures will go, says Whitney. 

Orsen Welles Deal 

Selznick states he is definitely out 
of the negotiations fer ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois.’ He has been approached 
by Orson Welles for latter to do a 
con@ensed version of ‘Rebecca,’ the 
Daphne Du Maurier book he bought 
for pictures, on the Mercury Theatre 
of the Air program. He is not averse 
to letting him do it, considering it in 
the light of goed exploitation. De- 
tails are being worked out by the 
New York office. and Welles. 

Regarding the distribution deal, 
Selznick stated he will probably ac- 
cept the UA renewal, but is opposed 
to any long term deal. Says Whit- 
ney and Silverstone will meet next 
week in New York to iron out de- 
tails and then Whitney, Selznick end 
Henry Ginsberg, S-I.g.m., will close 
on the Ceast in January. 


First Par Pic Under 
Wages-Hour Law Comes 
In Double-Quick Time 


Hollywood, Noy. 29. 

Not a minute of overtime was 
recorded in Paramount’s ‘Bulldog 
Drummond's Secret Police,’ the first 
picture to be made wholly under 
the wage-hour act, 

Director James Hogan started 
shooting the day the law became ef- 
fective and finished one day ahead 
of schedules. 


Considine Stays at MG; 
Nat Levine Joins Studio 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
John Considine, Jr., finally settled 
his salary argument with Metro-and 
re-signed to continue as producer. 
His last picture was ‘Boys Town.’ 
Currently he is without assignment. 
Nat Levine moved into the Metro 
studio where he is under contract to 
produce several pictures. He had 
been housed temporarily on the Se)z- 
nick-International lot preparing 
stories. Levine is currently putting 
the finishing touches to ‘Secrets of a 

Nurse,’ his first Metro production. 


‘Mutineer,’” ‘Beamish’ 
On WB Prod. Docket 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
‘Mutineer,’ a pirate yarn by Allan 
Vaughan Elston, was bought by 
Warners as a starrer for George 
Brent and docketed for production 
early in January. Hal Wallis also 
dusted off ‘Trial of Dr. Beamish,’ 
Walton Greene's story, for an early 
start with Jeffrey Lynn featured. 
With 15 features completed and 
seven currently in production, War- 
ners will launch seven more before 
Jan. 1. 


DUDLEY NICHOLS BACK 

Originally sent east to work with 
Rouben Mamoulian on ‘Golden Boy’, 
Harry Cohn, prez of Columbia, has 
SOS’d Dudley Nichols to come back 
to the Coast and work on the script 
at the Celumbia studio. Mamoulian, 
who will direct, continues his 20- 
Journ in New York. 

John Garfield will probably do 
the Luther Adler role and Jean 
Arthur the part created by Frances 
Farmer on Broadway. 
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WB Overturing Herb Elliott To 
Settle His Philly Anti-Trust Suit 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Herb Elliott, operator of the Fern 
Rock theatre, who two weeks ago 
filed a monopoly suit against eight 
major producers and their affiliated 
distributing and  circuit-operating 
corporations, demanding a better 
run on product for his house, has 
obtained quick action. Warner Bros., 
whose circuit controls the flow of 
product to Elliott, is prepared to 
make overtures for an out-of-court 
settlement, it was learned yesterday. 

Elliott’s suit is so all-inclusive— 
it’s practically a duplicate of the one 
recently filed by the Government in 
New York—and has so many angles 
that the Warner Circuit and every 
major exchange would have to re- 
veal all of its books, records and 
contracts. Preferring anything to 
allowing exhibitors and the general 
public in on the deals bétween the” 
exchanges and the Warner circuit, 
all of the defendants are willing to 
placate Elliott. What makes them 
hestitate at all is the fear that every 
other squawking exhib will hop in 
with a legal battery and make de- 
mands. 

Another angle involved is that 
Elliott in his suit asks divorcement 
of the WB circuit. Elliott’s attorney 
is Harry Shapiro, who just last week 
was elected Democratic floor leader 
of the Democratic-controlled legis- 
lature. Shapiro has threatened to 
introduce a divorcement bill at the 
next session. Long a fighter, War- 
ners know that it is not at all im- 
possible that Shapiro will do as he 
threatens. So it is far from WB's 
desire to give him reason for think- 
ing that they are anything but meek 
lambs willing to be shown. 

Encores 

Other indies are understood to be 
already preparing suits similar to 
Eliiott’s against Warners. William 
Goldman, operator of the Bandbox, 
and Leo Posel, of the Crest and Re- 
gal, are reported confabbing with 
attorneys, 

Second hearing in Elliott’s case 
was held before Judge George 
Welsh, in U. S. District Court, last 
Wednesday (23). It was on the plea 
of the Fern Rock operator that WB 
had morally breached an order by 
the court in its original hearing, 
guaranteeing Elliott clearance on 
three pix agreed on by counsel. He 
maintained that Warners had substi- 
tuted in their Lane Theatre another 
picture due him for one of those 
mentioned in Judge Welsh’s order. 
Counsel again agreed that a tempor- 
ary settlement could be reached 
without going into full detail in 
court and the Judge acquiesced. He 
set another hearing for Thursday (1) 
in the event that counsel cannot get 
together on an arrangement of the 
original temporary injunction grant- 
ed Elliott. In the light of later de- 
velopmeénts this hearing will prob- 
ably not be held. The trial, if there 
is one, will be in January, Judge 
Welsh indicated, when he will be 
free for the two weeks that Shapiro 
estimates presentation of the case 
will take. 


COSTLIEST TEMPLE 
NOW AT $1,300,000 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
‘Little Princess’ will be the most 
expensive Shirley Temple picture 
ever made. Darryl Zanuck, after 
viewing a rough cut of the film, or- 
dered $300,000 more spent on mu- 

sical numbers and outdoor footage. 
Film originally budgeted at $1,- 











Gangway for the A’s 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Ahead on its lower-budget sched- 
ule, Universal is side-tracking all B 
Productions in the next four weeks to 
keep the stages clear for four A pic- 
tures, 

High-bracket films are ‘You Can't 
Cheat An Honest Man,’ ‘Son of 
Frankenstein,’ ‘Three Smart Girls 








Grow Up’ and ‘East Side of Heaven.’ 





Hays Doesn’t 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Official boiling point for film 
titles is the crux of the argu- 
ment between Paramount and 
the Will Hays office over the 
forthcoming jitterbug picture, 
‘Some Like It Hot.’ 

Hays purifiers thumbed the 
title as too hot romantically, 
while Paramount execs claim 
the heat is purely musical, per- 
taining to swing rhythm. Stu- 
dio is using the tag until final 
decision is made. 











See Small Chance 
For Allied-B&K 
Suit Settlement 


Chicago, Nov. 29. 

With little possibility of a deal on 
the horizon, the Allied suit against 
Balaban & Katz and the major dis- 
tributors is-due to get under way 
Dec. 15. There had been some talk 
of a settlement out of court by ad- 
justing the clearance time on the 
pre-release houses, but Allied is 
more anxious to obtain an agree- 
ment doing away with double fea- 
tures, which it considers a prime 
factor in the current industry squab- 
ble. 

Dec. 15 is recognized as the limit 
date for the defendants to make 
answer to the charges. Federal 
Court Judge James Wilkerson has 
gone on record as insisting that the 
trial actually get going Dec. 15 and 
that he will not permit any further 
postponements on the part of the de- 
fendants. 

U.S. vs. B&aK Under Way 

Preliminary wrangling and dis- 
cussion on the Government’s suit 
against Balaban & Katz and seven 
major film distributors got under 
way here yesterday (Monday) with 
the legal lights on both sides toss- 
ing verbal darts at each other. De- 
fendants came through with requests 
for more time and for a bill of par- 
ticulars from the plaintiffs. Plain- 
tiffs brought in a motion to impound 
the books of the defendants to be 
used as evidence. 

Judge ruled that the various mo- 
tions will be heard and decided to- 
morrow (Wednesday) and indicated 
that the case will get going in earn- 
est on Thursday. Issued orders to 
both sides to be prepared to bring 
their witnesses into court on that 
day. 

General trade leaders around here 
are indicating slight interest in the 
proceedings of this case, which ap- 
pears to be a field day for attor- 
neys, with lawyers poppin, out of 
the walls. There is an _ opinion 
around film row here that the local 
case is merely a leader on the na- 
tional film suit and that the Chicago 
case will be used merely as a trial 
horse to that end. It is looked upon as 
being considerably less important to 
the future of local show business 
than the suit brought by Allied 
against B.&K, 


ANOTHER $27,500 FOR 














RKO SPECIAL MASTER 





George W. Alger, who had the job 
of special master in .1e REO re- 
organization hearings, was allowed 
an ad interim fee of $27,500 for his 
work by N.Y. Federal Judge William 
Bondy Friday (26). In his applica- 


tion for the allowance, Alger item- 
ized 131 days of work, six hours 
daily, over the period from Nov. 30, 
1936, to date. 

Final hearing on the confirmation 
of the new plan has been set for 
Dec. 2 by Judge Bondy- 


SEE U. 5. EASING 
TOUGH’ ATTITUDE 


Changed Stance by Justice 
Dept.’s Arnold — How- 
ever, Opening of Nego- 
tiations Must Come from 
the Film Industry 





BACKING DOWN? 





Washington, Nov. 29. 

Prospects for negotiation of con- 
sent decree in the film anti-trust pro- 
ceeding in New York were seen as 
improved this week following change 
of attitude on the part of the Jus- 
tice Department’s trust buster, As- 
sistant Attorney General Thurman 
G. Arnold, 

Despite assertions the New Deal- 
ers are not backing down, observers 
felt the chances of reaching an early 
settlement and ducking prolonged 
trial have been boosted by Arnold’s 
newest explanation of Governmental 
policy. Latest general objective of 
drive against monopolies is to fix a 
line of precedents that will guide 
business-men and give them a 
clearer idea of what they can do 
without infringing the Sherman and 
Clayton acts. Series of consent de- 
crees in major cases will be at- 
tempted, although the Justice De- 
partment still maintains it cannot 


sponsibility for initial moves toward 
truces on respondents in court cases. 

Nothing specific was saic about the 
film matter when Arnold held one of 
his infrequent press conferences in 
response to clamor for an oppor- 
tunity to clear up confusion about 
the principles being followed in the 
assau!t on big corporations and al- 
leged conspiracies. General tenor of 
the remarks, however, was concilia- 
tory, even though the head of the 
anti-trust division reiterated de- 
termination to seek money from Con- 
gress for expansion of his trust-bust- 
ing forces. 

In conformity with past pro- 
nouncements, Arnold continued to 
rule out the idea that office huddles 
can straighten out the application of 
anti-trust laws and insisted that 
formal procedure rust be followed 
in fixing the limits beyond which in- 
dustries cannot go. Consent decrees, 
he explained, are binding upon the 
parties and serve as dependable 
guide-posts since they are public. Old 
custom of privately advising indus- 
trialists whether their actions or con- 
templated moves would violate the 
statutes, on the other hand, is unde- 

(Continued on page 23) 


KEN THOMSON FLIES 
EAST ON ‘1 BIG UNION’ 


Hollywood, Nev. 29. 

Ken Thomson, executive secretary 
of the Screen Actors Guild, planed 
east today (Tuesday) for discussions 
looking to the formation of ‘one big 
union’ of crafts affiliated with the 
Associated Actors and Artists of 
America. 

He will also direct SAG negotia- 
tions with eastern producers. 











Regular Meeting Dec. 12 
Regular Four A’s board meeting is 
scheduled for Dec. 12, but a special 
session will probably be held before 
th 





at. 

While in New York, Thomson will 
also confer with Mrs. Florence Mar- 
| ston, the Guild’s eastern rep, about 
|the contract situation in the local 
|territory. Number of studio con- 
| tracts are due for renewal and sev- 
| eral other matters require considera- 
| tion. Thought likely that there will 
| be little ectivity in the east regard- 
\ing the Guild’s talent agency stand. 


| Since casting in the east is mostly an 


|extra problem, there is little agency 
business. Figured the Guild at this 
;}end will merely carry out whatever 
|regulations are set by the senior 
Guild on the Coast. 


make overtures and puts the re-; 
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| ‘Par Presents’ Now 





| Missing from screen title 
sheets after. Jan. 1 will be 
‘Adolph Zuker presents’, which 
led off Paramount Pictures for 
a quarter century. Studio will 
take the introductory credit. 
Studio grapevine has Stanton 


Griffis displacing Zukor as 
board chairman before’ the 
spring. 











‘Lukor, Hicks, Jr., 


To Huddle in NY. 
On Foreign Status 








Huddles on the British and Conti- 
nenta] Paramount situation into 
which Adolph Zukor projects him- 
self are to be held in New York with 
Zukor and Jchn W. Hicks, Jr., as 
principals rather than in London, as 
originally planned, with Hicks hav- 
ing decided to return here at the 
earliest possible moment. He sails 
from England Dec. 3. 


Meantime, Adolph Zukor, who was 
due in east on Monday (28), has de- 
| f-rred departure from the Coast a 
| week or thereabouts to coincide 
| with Hicks’ arrival in New York. 
He missed the Par board meeting 
scheduled tomorrow .1), but is not 
expected to leave Hollywood until 
Y. Frank Freeman, new studio head, 
geis in. 

Freeman pulled out Monday night 
(28) and takes immediate charge at 
the studio on arriving there. He 
goes out alone, taking no one from 
New York excepting his family. 
Frank Freeman, Jr., however, does 
not leave for a couple weeks, stay- 
ing on here on personal matters. 
Hy is interested in learning produc- 
tion, 

A farewell dinner was tendered 
Freeman Sunday night (27) at the 
Waldorf by executives of the com- 
pany. Theatre partner-associates, in- 
cluding Frank C. Walker, of Comer- 
ford, and Sam Pinanski, New Eng- 
land operator, were present. Latter 
acted as m.c. About 40 attended. 
Austin C. Keough made presentation 
to Freeman of a large silver cigar 
humidor. Speeches were few and 
brief. 

N. L. Nathanson, president of 
Famous Players-Canadian, who came 
down to see Freeman prior to his 
departure for the Coast, left for To- 
ronto Monday night (28). Other 
partners had previously been in. 


..lthough on the Coast a few 
weeks ago, Bob Gillham pulls 
freight for the west again today 
(Wed.) to clean up campaign dis- 
, cussions and other matters that he 








was unable to complete on his last |- 


| trip. He'll be back in time for 


Christmas. 





Holly wood, Nov. 29. 

| Adolph Zukor deferred his de- 
| parture one week, leaving here Dec. 
|2 to take up his new job as head of 
Paramount interests in Europe. 

| Y. Frank Freeman is expected here 
_Dec. 1 to establish his permanent 
home office contact post. 





Hicks Sails Dec. 3 
London, Nov. 29. 

John W.. Hicks, Jr., sails for New 
| York Dec. 3. He will spend the holi- 
days with his family there, returning 
| to England shortly after the first of 
the year. 

Adolph Zukor is planning to ac- 
company Hicks when he returns to 
| London. 














Film Producers File Elaborate 
Briefs Demanding Particulars 
| From U.S. in Its Anti-Trust Suit 


Briefs were filed Monday (28) in 
Federal court, N. Y., in support of 
a motion by defendant picture com- 
panies in the U. S. anti-trust case, 
seeking more definite statement of 
the allegations of the Government 
petition and for a detailed bill of 
particulars. 

In a memorandum in support cf 
defendant's motion for particulars, 
which cites numerous cases at law, 
the major film companies hold that 
a bill of particulars should be or- 
dered: (1) to enable the defendants 
to answer and prepare their defense 
without needless expense; (2) to aid 
the court in an orderly and exvedi- 
tious disposition of the case; (3) to 
clear up ambiguities, uncertainties 
and indefiniteness in the petition, 
and (4) to prevent surprise. 

Defendants claim that their right 
to a bill of particulars, and the au- 
thority of the court to order it, are 
not diminished by the fact that a 
conspiracy is charged. It is also 
claimed that the bill of particulars 
should be ordered even though de- 
fendants may have general knowl- 
edge of the facts and that particulars 
should not be denied because some 
disclosure of the Government’s evi- 
dence may ‘result. 

Lengthy argument in support of 
the svecific requests made is con- 
tained in the memorandum, avpendix 
to which cites numerous Govern- 
ment cases in considerable detail. 
A total of 35 different requests in 
connection with a bill of particulars 
is listed. These requests are in con- 
siderable detail and range from defi- 
nition of terms used in the Govern- 
ment petition to names of theatres 
throughout the country which are 
described as first-run metropolitan 
theatres. Cases at law to substanti- 
ate requests made are included in 
the brief. 

Defendants lead off with item No. 
1 which asks whether petitioner 
charges a single monopolization or 
separate monopolizations,. attempts 
to monopolize, etc., this request being 
held necessary because of the failure 


(Continued on page 15) 
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Mechanically OK, but Eyestrain 
Too Great, BBC's Television 





London, Nov. 20. 

BBC’s attempt to televize an en- 
tire stage play exactly as given in 
a theatre before an audience was 
carried through okay from the 
mechanical side, but was too tough 
a strain as spread over two hours 
and 25 minutes. Play was J. B. 
Priestley’s ‘When We Are Married,’ 
at St. Martin’s theatre. 


Spot at which experiment wob- 
bled was the great difficulty viewers 
had in concentrating attention for 
so long a period on the cmall screens 
of their home televisors. It is on 
this point, seeming, the whole 
issue of whether there is a future 
for direct-from-theatre visio plays 
will hinge. It was a_ successful 
novelty, with BP7 engineers rating 
praise for supert handling. Reflect- 
e , too, courage of Basil Dean and 
Priestley in giving chance to a po- 
tential competitor. 

One to derive intense pleasure 
from the stunt was Priestley him- 
self, whose pleasant squib of a play 
was the ideal subject to try out this 
way. It was played in a single, un- 
pretentious set, with never more 
than four or five characters in the 
action at one moment, and though 
the full sweep of the stage, which 
the audience sees, was missing, the 
effect was exactly that of a film, ex- 
cept where the curtain fell for the 
intervals. 


Further factor that materially 
aided the atmosphere was the audi- 
ence response which came through 
the home sets, so that viewers felt 
they were also participating in the 
actual show. The exact contact of 
human personalities, as between 
acter and audience, might have been 
lacking, but this was the next best 
thing. Priestley, who spoke from 
the studio following the broadcast, 
made this same point. He was in- 
terested, said he, to see the way in 
which the play’s qualities of fun, 
zest and enthusiasm of the audience 
came through on the screen. 


&s seen by Vanurr, show came 
through at various stages on three 
separate Baird receivers, varying in 
size of picture from 7% in. by 6% 
in. to 13% in. by 11 in. Medium 
console model gave best reception 
of the lot, making an effective com- 
promise between the brilliance and 
clarity of the smallest model and 
the less clear definition of the big 
se on the one hand and the large, 
easily watched big screen on the 
largest model and the comparatively 
tin, and tiring image of the smallest. 


Television Rights 
Fully Covered in WB 
Contract, G. E. Told 


General Electric last week sought 
to go over the head of Warner 
Bros. to get permission to telecast 
a short subject made by Ray Kin- 
ney, leader of a Hawaiian orchestra. 
Rep for the manufacturer explained 
that it would like to use a Kinney 
reel in one of its television experi- 
ments. Approach was made through 
the leader’s agent, Rockwell-O’Keefe, 
Inc 








Booking office advised the inquirer 
that the contract Kinney made with 
Warner Bros. for his shorts specific- 
ally stipulated that the producer 
controlled the television rights. 


COL’S 1ST QUARTER 
NET LOSS AT $233,612 


Net loss of $233,612 for the first 
quarter of the company’s fiscal year 
was reported by Columbia Pictures 
this week. The quarter ended Sept. 
24. This loss compares with earnings 
of $147,311 for similar quarter in 
1937. Gross income for the first quar- 
ter this year was $4,469,700. 

Columbia’s earned surplus dipped 
from $4,098,680, as of June 25 this 
year to $3,787,824 on Sept. 24, but ra- 
tio of current assets to current lia- 
bilities was eight to one. Working 
capital amounted to $10,740,000 of 








Of a Stage Play a Milestone 





Parish’s Divorce Suit 


St. Louis, Nov. 29. 

George Imboden Parrish, former 
St. Louisan now a Hollywood film 
actor, was sued for divorce Friday 
(25) in the St. Louis Circuit Court 
by Mrs. Elizabeth N. Parrish. She 
charges. general indignities and al- 
leges she was deserted last Septem- 
ber. The couple were married here 
April 29, 1933. Parrish, 28, was a 
former medical student before join- 
ing the film colony. 

He did parts in the ‘Pacemaker’ 
series and more recently appeared 
in a Barbara Stanwyck pic, ‘Always 
Goodbye.’ 


VISIO ALREADY 
SEES UNION 
PROBLEMS 


Although practical teleVision is 
still in the future, it already looms 
as a jurisdictional battleground of 
various talent organizations. Much 
will depend on what form commer- 
cial television takes when it does ar- 
rive, but several of the performer 
unions are maneuvering to step into 
the field regardiess. Matter has al- 
ready come into the open in the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America, parent union of all per- 
formers in show business, and is 
slated for further consideration 
within the next few months. 

Those watching the television hori- 
zon most carefully are the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, the 
Screen Actors Guild and Actors 
Equity (all Four A’s members), the 
American Guild of Radio Announcers 
and Producers, as well as the Au- 
thors League of Amercia and the 
various technical unions. Latter in- 
clude the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (AFL), the 
American Communications § Assn. 
(CIO) and the American Broadcast 
Technicians (unaffiliated). 


Equity’s Claim 
Matter of television jurisdiction 
came into the open last summer 
when Equity published an editorial 
in its monthly magazine, claiming it 
had always possessed such jurisdic- 
diction and serving notice that it in- 
tended to retain it and exercise it 








the move was regarded as a direct 
slap at AFRA, which was then in 
the midst of negotiations with the 
networks for a sustaining contract. 
In any case, it was pointed out, no 
union had ever had jurisdiction over 
performers in television and any 
such representation would be as- 
signed by the Four A’s. Doubted 
that any jurisdictional fight will oc- 
cur while television is still in such 
a nebulous state. but it will un- 
doubtedly be a factor in the con- 
stitutional revision which Four A’s 
heads are seeking to put through in 
the next few weeks. 

Authors League of America, which 
as parent organization of the Au- 
thors Guild, Dramatists Guild, 
Screen Writers Guild and Radio 
Writers Guild would presumably 


at present merely watching the situa- 
tion. 








‘when the time comes.’ At the time, 


Alice Brady’s Agcy Case; 
Claude Allister Also Sued 


Los Angeles, Nov. 29, 

Alice Brady asked superior court 
to order an accounting by the Small 
Co. of her earnings and expenditures 
over a five-year period. ~ 

Actress also asked the court to de- 
cide the status of her managerial 
contract with the agency. She can- 
celled it last Aug. 20, five months 
after it had been renewed for seven 
years, but Small Co. refused to ac- 
cept discharge. 

Thelma Weisser, agent, filed suit 
for $13,025 against Claude Allister, 
claiming the actor broke a five-year 
agency contract. Agent demands 10% 
of Alister’s estimated earnings dur- 
ing the balance of time covered by 
the pact. 


BBC’s $4,000,000 In 
Visio So Far, Without 


Any Income to Date 

















London, Nov. 18. 
Total outlay up to this time by 
|'BBC on its visio service is in the 
|region of $4,000,000, and nothing to 
| show on the credit side of the ledger. 
Capital expenditure is $630,000 and 
revenue expenditure, covering pro- 
grams, staffs, engineering and depre- 
ciation, is $3,300,000. Corp is that 
much in the red because it gets no 
additional income for the service, 
visio reception being covered by nor- 
mal annual radio license of 10 shill- 





ings ($2.50). 
Television Advisory Committee 
from time to time  reconsiders 





whether special license should be in- 
troduced. Postmaster-General Tryon 
in the House of Commons doesn’t 
think that course would be desirable 
at visio’s present stage of develop- 
ment. Meaning probably the manu- 
facturers would squawk because it 
would be a check on set sales, which 
aren’t so rapid as had been hoped, 
anyway. 


CLEVE’S ANTI-NAZI 
FILM DEMONSTRATION 


Cleveland, Nov. 29. 

Mob of pickets stormed the So- 
cialer Turnverin theatre when the 
German consulate sponsored a pro- 
gram ef Deutsch pictures showing 
the entry of German troops into 
Sudetenland. It was the first local 
anti-Nazi demonstration affecting a 
theatre, but staged in an orderly 
fashion. . 

Pickets who jeered visitors rep- 
resented the American League for 
Peace and Democracy as well as the 
Committee for the Support of 
Czechoslovakia. Leaders of both or- 
ganizations announced they were 
starting an active campaign against 
several ‘un-American neighborhood 
theatres which are smuggling in Nazi 
pictures for select audiences of Ger- 
man sympathizers.’ 


| 











STEFFES’ SWITCH 


Sees New Minn. Political Setup As. 
Favorable Factor 








Minneapolis, Nov. 29. 


Expanding his assertion that the 
Republican victory over the Farmer- 
| Labor party in the recent state elec- 
tion improves Northwest Allied’s 
prospects of obtaining enactment of 
a theatre divorcement law compell- 
ing the Paramount circuit to divest 
itself of its 85 Minnesota theatres, 
W. A. Steffes, Northwest Allied 
president, denies that the Farmer- 
_Laborites were lined up for and the 
Republicans against at the last legis- 





| bill died in committee. 


| On the other hand, Steffes asserts, | telecasting. Possibilities of offering 
It has been observed by various the Republicans and Democrats were a group of sporting events to a spon- 
writers that, if the picture companies lined up solidly for the measure,| sor over a period of six to eight 
actually do intend to move into tele- while the Farmer-Laborites were | weeks were being discussed in the 
vision when the time comes, they are | split. 
taking shrewd steps in preparation. 
Since the new medium would pre- lature to Farmer-Labor opposition. 
sumably require a tremendous sup- | 


He attributes failure of the 
law to be enacted by the last legis- 


‘In reply to a questionnaire which 


ply of literary material, the Holly- our organization sent to all candi- 


a hugh library of such works. 


Lady Known as X 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 





worked together 
Daredevil series at 20th-Fox. 





which about $2,300,000 was in cash. 


Herman Schlom directs. 





teamed with Michael Whalen. They 
in the Camera 


Mary Hart is the femme lead and 


wood studios are quietly building up | dates prior to the recent state elec- 


tion, says Steffes, ‘we received 
pledges from 49 out of 67 state sen- 
ate candidates to vote for the di- 
vorcement bill. Several other sen- 
ate members, who voted for the bill 


‘Mysterious Miss X’ got under/in committee and for the special 
way at Republic with Chick Chand- | order to have it reported out at the 
ler, borrowed from  20th-Fox, 


last session, have telephoned stating 
their position has not been changed. 

‘With a poll overwhelmingly in 
favor of the bill, we feel confident of 
victory at the next session of the 
| iegislature early in 1939." 
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Academy Giving Television Its 


Serious Consideration; Committee 





To Present Findings 


Sae’s Beasts Seeeed | 


Hollywood. Nov, 29. 

Clash in dates between Bing Cros- 
by’s race track at Del Mar and the 
California State Fair is to be arbi- 
trated by the State Racing Commis- 
sion. 

Fair directors set Sept. 1-10 as 
dates for 1939 and asked the commis- 
sion to prevent racing at Del Mar 
during that time. 

Crosby and a, group of picture 
people are having plans drawn for 
a sports center at Third and Fairfax 
in the Wilshire district. ~ Year- 
around athletic events will be 
staged. Associated in the venture 
with Crosby are Walt Disney, Wil- 
liam LeBaron, Wesley Ruggles and 
G. A. Richards, radio magnate. 


CANTOR -SAGALL 
TELEVISION 
BY JAN. 


Considerable progress has been 
made in plans of Eddie Cantor and 
Solomon Sagall of Scophony Tele- 
vision (British) to form an Amer- 
ican company for sale of Scophony 
receiving sets and licensing pro- 
grams under the system. Cantor 
states it looks as if the new com- 
pany would be an actuality by Janu- 
ary, and he and his financial back- 
ers are now setting the manage- 
ment and board of directors as well 
as details of participation in the 
World’s Fair in April. 

Sagall has postponed his depar- 
ture for England and will remain in 
N. Y. until the American deal is 
closed, which should be in January. 


‘Griffis’ Sponsored 
Television Sports 
Plans from MLS.G. 


Television on a modest scale in the 
New York territory looms és a pos- 
sibility as soon as a sponsor is as- 
sured that a certain number of sets 
will be in use in households of this 
area. Present talk associates Para- 
mount with the first attempt at a 
sponsored television program, with 
newsreel telecasts of sports events 
and shows in Madison Square Gar- 
den a possible source for television 
broadcasts. Stanton Griffis’ official 
connection both with the Garden and 
Par lends credence to idea. 

It is no secret in the trade that the 
Paramount newsreel already has 
been apprised of television possibili- 
ties and the part, as a newsgathering, 
highly trained agency, it might play 
in the development of Par’s own 
television system. Executives from 
the reel have gone through the lab- 
oratory in New Jersey, watched the 
sets in operation and have been sup- 
plied other details. 




















represent the writers in television, is | lative session when a i last Jagle- | ent sewn and made applicable to 


, the Coast touched on how the pres- 





Griffis in his initial statement from 
ent newsreel facilities would be co- 


any place or event found suited for 


trade this week, for a tie-in with 
the newsreel setup. 





Metro’s Story Buys 


Adding to its large collection of 
story properities, Metro has closed 
in the east for a number of yarns, 
two of them by Max Brand who 
authors the ‘Kildare’ stories. New 
buys are ‘Whiskey Sour’, recently 
published in Cosmopolitan and ‘My 
People’, soon to be run in that mag. 

Other purchases include ‘Scow 
Gun Marriage’ by John W. Thom- 
ason, Jr., recently published in Sat- 
evepost and an original, ‘A Lady 
Comes to Burkburnett’, by James 


to Film Biz 


Hollywood, Novy, 28. 

Serious cognizance of television is 
being taken by the picture industry, 
with the Academy naming a perma- 
nent committee of 20 to weigh its 
possible effects on the film biz, and 
to adopt measures to protect the film 
studios’ investments. A _ substantial 
fund is sought from producers to 
conduct investigations, experiments 
and have machinery set in motion 
when visio breaks wide open. 


Acad committee heads made the 
first overture to the studios with fol- 
lowing recommendations:. ‘When 
television comes into own, it may 
well open vast market for films 
especially designed for television dis- 
tribution. Situation is one which 
calls for continual observation and 
analysis by industry and to an in- 
creasing degree, as events take their 
course. 


‘Accordingly, a Committee of 
Opinion by the Academy’s research 
council, should immediately proceed 
to more thoroughly give considera- 
tion than has been undertaken in 
past of prospective relationships be- 
tween television and picture produc- 
tion and exhibition. 


‘In the opinion of this committee, 
this investigation should cover artis- 
tic, technical, legal and economic 
phases of the subject. Therefore, in 
order that future activities may en- 
compass all phases of the subject, 
committee recommends it be en- 
larged to include _ representation 
from those branches of the industry 
in position to contribute wider back- 
ground to its considerations.’ 


Academy heads predict 16 mm. 
films will -ttain tremendous import. 
ance, once television is ready for the 
public 


Divorcement Seen As 
A Favorable Facter Te 


Hypo Showmanship 


Although theatre divorcement 
presently is entirely up to the U. S. 
Supreme Court, which will pass on 
the appeal from the North Dakota 
law, present trade interest is cen- 
tered largely on what effect any 
wholesale divorcing of theatre affii- 
ates from parent corporations will 
have on the industry as a whole. 
Any bill that Congress may pass 
forcing theatres to break away from 
the film companies is expected to re- 
act and possibly harm certain ex- 
hibitors. But the establishment of 
present affiliated circuits as inde- 
pendent operations promises to in- 
sure a revival of theatre showman- 
ship on a scale not known in many 
years. 

Before various theatre groups were 
taken over and made into extensive 
affiliated circuits, the individual ex- 
ploits of certain exhibitor operators, 
such as Roxy, Balaban and Katz, 
Mike Shea and others were the talk 
of the picture business. Regimented 
chain operations tended to crimp 
outstanding showmanship. 

Present indications are that Loew's 
will wage the most bitter fight 
against theatre divorcement because 
of setup which sees the film com- 
pany subservient to the theatre cor- 
poration. Thus, Metro is virtually 
a subsidiary company to Loew’s, 
Inc., under the present corporate 
alignment. 


Rushing Out ‘Thanks’ 


Following sneak preview Monday 
night (8) at Long Beach, Cal., Darry] 
Zanuck has ordered the screening in 
al 20th-Fox exchanges of ‘Thanks 
For Everything’ in time for Christ- 
mas week when it has been dated 
for national release. 

Meantime a few pre-release en- 
gegements have been set, including 
Roxy, N. Y., and Indiana, Indian- 
apolis, Dec. 9; Hipp, Cleveland, Dec. 
10, and Rialto, Louisville, and Fox, 
St. Louis, Dec. 16. 


Arlen’s Six for U 

















Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Richard Arlen has signed a pact to 
make six outdoor action pictures for 
Universal next year. 
First will start in April, but details 





Edward Grant, 


have not been worked out. 
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RKO Theatre Realignment Under 
New Divisional Operating Setup 








A realignment of divisions and 
different grouping of theatres under 
divisional operating heads has been 
worked out for RKO’s metropolitan 
New York and Westchester houses by 
John O’Connor, general manager of 
RKO Theatres, with a view to bet- 
ter centralization of activity and 
operating jurisdiction. 


One of the principal purposes of 
shifting houses in the divisional set- 
up to cover RKO’s large N. Y.-West- 
chester circuit is to provide for im- 
proved specialization of territories. 
Where before some of the division 
operators were forced to jump all 
over the map in order to cover their 
houses, now their territories will be 
more confined. 


While much switching of theatres 
occurs under the new setup effective 
tomorrow (Thurs.), no additional 
divisions are created in the circuit, 
although Larry Grieb, who handled 
the 58th and 86th St. theatres, moves 
to Brooklyn to manage the Albee. 


Solly Schwartz, who had been 
managing the Albee and handling 
the Fordham in the Bronx as well, 
will take charge of an uptown divi- 
sion including the 58th St., 86th St., 
Franklin, Fordham, Chester, Empire, 
Royal and 125th St. 


Charles MacDonald relinquishes 
White Plains, far removed for him, 
while R. H. Emde, who has had all 
of the rest of Westchester county, 
now takes on White Plains, also. 
Emde for some time also handled 
Newark, He will also direct Union 
City. N. J., in the future since that is 
in the Jersey setup. 


In the general move Emde is re- 
lieved of the 23rd St. MacDonald is 
to take this one on in exchange for 
giving up White Plains. He con- 
tinues as divisional manager of the 
Albee (Brooklyn), Palace, 81st St., 
Colonial, Midtown, Yorktown and 
other west-side houses, in addition to 
Flushing, L. I, and Richmond Hill, 
L. I. 

Three extra houses MacDonald has 
handled in Brooklyn, Kenmore, 
Madison and Prospect, will be taken 
over by Louis Goldberg, who has 
up to now had the Franklin, Empire 
and Royal in the Bronx. The 125th 
St. which now goes to Schwartz has 
been in Emde’s division, the only 
house he has had in New York it- 
self. 


Boris Morros Due To 
Leave Studio Jan. 26; 
No Other Par Changes 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Boris Morros terminates a three- 
year contract Jan. 26 at Paramount, 
having been brought to the studio by 
John E. Otterson on Adolph Zukor’s 
recommendation, who was attracted 
by Morros’ work at the home office. 
A month ago Morros asked the 
studio for a new three-year contract, 
with a pay hike above the $1,000 
weekly he was drawing, but the 
front office nixed it. 

No successor yet, but it’s believed 
Y. Frank Freeman will name the 
business head to direct the studio’s 
music. Morros came out here orig- 
inally at $750 weekly. 

Paramount roster underwent fewer 
changes in the past two weeks than 
any time past six months. Only 
player dropped was James Ellison, 
with Charles Bickford added. Writ- 
ing staff remains at same strength 
with three dropped and as many 

ken on. 











LASTFOGEL IN EAST 


Until Jan 5 Or So—Weisbord May 
Transfer To L. A. 








Abe Lastfogel, general manager of 
the William Morris agency, remains 
east until Jan. 5 or so, on a periodic 
visit to the New York headquarters. 

Sam Weisbord of the N. Y. office 
may shift to the Coast branch 
around that time. 


Girl Bites H’ wood 


Trio of radio ingenues appearing 
on “Two on a Shoestring’ program 


over WOR-Mutual have been offered 
screen tests by 20th Century-Fox— 
and none is anxious. 

Girls are Peggy Zinke, Irene Win- 
ston and Eleanor Phelps. Scout has 
been to the station a couple of times 
to get girls uptown to the 20th-Fox 
plant but they’ve always made ex- 
cuses. One, Miss Zinke, refused, 
stating that very little ever comes of 
all the tests taken, so she wouldn’t 
bother cutting into her working time. 


16 ANGLO-MADE 
PIX DEAL FOR 
G-B, 20TH 


London, Nov. 29. 
Negotiations are in the advanced 
stage for Gaumont-British to make 
16 pictures annually for 20th Cen- 


tury-Fox here. Some will be quota 
films and others supers, suitable for 
both continents. 

Smaller product will be made by 
Gainsborough, Gaumont subsidiary. 
Shepherd’s Bush, closed for the 
past two years, will be opened for 
the major product, which includes 
Gracie Fields’ next production. 

Robert T. Kane and Maurice Os- 
trer will jointly supervise produc- 
tion, 


SONGWRITERS GUILD 
MAY JOIN THE PARADE 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


Songwriters’ Protective Association 
Monday (28) night considered pro- 
posals to change its name to the 
Songwriters’ Guild and align with the 
studio Guilds. Steering committee, 
headed by Jack Yellen, will consult 
with Guild leaders and report back 
to membership on advantages in ally- 
ing with talent groups. 

Four members of the SPA, who re- 
signed during a _ synchronization 
rights dispute, returned to the fold 
at Monday night’s meeting. They 
are Jerome Kern, Sigmund Romberg, 
Gus Kahn and Johnny Mercer. 


$50,000 Lab Blaze 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Pictures, films and equipment 
valued at $50,000 were destroyed in 
a fire Monday (27) which followed 
an explosion at the Williams lab in 
the county strip. 


























$25,000 Theatre Fire 
New Orleans, Nov. 29. 
Fire of undetermined origin Wed- 
nesday (24) destroyed the $25,000 
Gulf theatre at Waveland, near here. 


built the house in 1937. Two acjoin- 
ing residences were also destroyed. 

Orrte plans to rebuild the house. 
Only one in the town. 





Indiana’s Blaze 
Indianapolis, Nov. 29. 

Indiana, 3,100-seat downtown de- 
luxer, was emptied Sunday (27) 
about 4:30 p.m., when a fire in the 
ventilator shaft forced volumes of 
smoke into the auditorium. Refunds 
were made tv about 1,200 present at 
the time. The fire started from 
sparks on the fan belt, catching wood 
and felt padding in shaft which 
smoked heavily without creating a 
serious fire hazard. 

House will be dark until Friday 
(2) when it will reopen with Gypsy 





Rose Lee unit on stage. 





Ed Orrte of Clermont Harbor, Miss., | 
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GULATION PLAN 








| PONE OF FAIR ‘As an Exec Thereof, and as An 
Exhib, Spyros Skouras Enthuses 
On the Positive Values of Drive 


PRAGTIGES NEXT 





Affiliated Theatre Chains of | 


the Major Film Com- 
panies Agree on Arbitra- 
tion—National 
—Patient Parleys Bear- 
ing Fruit 


ee 


CANCELLATION WORRY 





A tentative draft of a trade prac- 
tice program for regulation of 
exhibitor-distributor relations may 
go forward today (CWednesday) to 
representative exhib organizations 
for their consideration and scanning, 
following calling of a meeting yes- 
terday afternoon (Tues.) of film 
company attorneys on the matter. 
Late indications yesterday (Tues.) 
were that this meeting with counsel 
of all major * producer-distributors, 
called by W. F. Rodgers of the dis- 
tribution committee on self-regula- 
tion, might continue into the night 
in an effort to arrive at a satisfac- 
tory draft. 

Whilé a program has been ten- 
tatively set up, following numerous 
meetings with exhibitor organiza- 
tions, the attorneys were called in 
yesterday (Tues.) in the hope of re- 
ducing points discussed to a more 
definite platform from which future 
negotiations may proceed. The draft 
of proposals agreed upon and as- 
sumed to be legally satisfactory will 
be forwarded to the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America, Allied 
States Association and various les- 
ser organizations figuring in nego- 
tiations so that they may discuss it 
among themselves, submit the plan 
to their membership and report back 
to the distribs. 

Affiliated theatre circuits of the 
major film companies this week 
agreed to an arbitration system, of 
national scope, through which trade 
disputes and differences between af- 
filiated and independent theatres 
will be thrashed out. 

Producer - distributors, therefore, 
will resume at an early date the se- 
ries of intra-industry conferences, 
aimed to perfect a code of fair prac- 
tices, which have been in temporary 
solstice awaiting decision from the 
theatre organizations operated by 
Loew’s, Paramount, 20th Century- 
Fox, RKO and Warner Bros, 

There remains, however, a con- 
siderable amount of discussion be- 
fore any final agreement will be 
reached on the entire trade confer- 
ence program. Persons close to the 
major companies are sanguine that 
one of the main obstacles has been 
cleared in the cooperation of the 
affiliated theatre chains. Exact na- 
ture of the arbitration agreement is 
withheld, and beyond the informa- 
tion that arbitration has been ac- 
cepted in principle, details will not 
be furnished to exhibitor negotiators 
until completion of a written memo- 
randum, now in preparation. 

Allied Huddle 

Since the joint meeting of the dis- 
tributors committee consisting of 
William F. Rogers, Loew’s; Gradwell 
Sears, Warners, and Abe Montague, 


| Columbia, with the representatives 


of Allied States Association, headed 


,by Col. H. A. Cole, of Texas, ad- 





journed two weeks ago in Chicago, 
the scene of conference, activity has 
centered in and around the home 
offices of the major film companies. 
Circuit theatre operators have met 
frequently with the Rogers commit- 
tee, members of which have reported 
at length the proposals by Allied of 
industry reforms and contract revi- 
sions. Further meetings between 
the distributors and exhibitors were 
suspended temporarily until the af- 
filiated chain managements could be 
sounded on the question of arbitra- 
ton, around which depends success 
of the whole program. 

Date of resumption of meetings 
between the two groups will be set 
soon after a written memorandum 


in Scope | 














New York, Nov. 26. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


With the campaign for Motion Pic- 
tures’ Greatest Year in its final 
stages, the time is ripe for an evailu- 
ation of what it has accomplished— 
for a summary of its achievements. 
We must take stock, too, of the criti- 
cism that has been leveled against 
it from some quarters, Even the 
mistakes that have been made—and 
some errors may be freely acknowl- 
edged—have definite value, if only 
to mark the danger zones in any fu- 
ture campaign that may be under- 


| taken by the industry. 


As must be generally known by 
now, I am personally pleased with 
the results of the drive to date. I am 
speaking now, not only as an execu- 
tive in the drive, but also as an ex- 
hibitor who expected—and received 
—returns on his investment. I have 
just returned from a tour of our the- 
atres, and have spoken to hundreds 
of theatre managers. What I say, 
therefore, reflects not only my Own 
opinion, but the opinion of my field 
staff. 

This opinion is that the industry 
campaign has proved itself a success; 
and has amply justified the time and 
the labor and the money expended. 
This success has been plucked from 
impending disaster. Critics of Mo- 
tion Pictures’ Greatest Year have a 
tendency to forget the condition of 
the industry when the campaign was 
inaugurated. Industry was in the 
doldrums; we were passing through 
what was politely called a ‘retrogres- 
sion.’ In the motion picture indus- 
try, this ‘retrogression’ was made 
manifest by a disastrous drop in box- 
office. Members of the industry 
were losing faith in the ability of 
motion pictures to maintain its 
steady rate of progress. There was 
chaos and confusion within the 
ranks, and much sniping behind the 
lines. 

Never, since it became the fourth 
major industry in the country, has 
the motion picture industry faced a 
bleaker outlook than it did this sum- 
mer. The attacks came from within 
and without. Columnists and com- 
mentators were having a field day at 
the expense of the industry; public 
opinion seemed to support them. 
Within the industry, stars were being 
condemned in paid advertisements. 
The ethics and product of the indus- 
try were being questioned publicly 
by men who earn their living by the 
industry. Indeed, the industry 
seemed fair game for anyone who 
chose to take a pot shot at it. 

This is not the condition today. 
General optimism prevails, and the 
high prestige that the industry 
earned is on a fair way to being re- 
stored. This change came about since 
the industry campaign, when the 
production, exhibition and distribu- 
tion branches of the industry joined 
in a common effort to avert the im- 
pending disaster, and launched the 
most unprecedented business cam- 
paign in its history. 

Start of the Upbeat 


By this very act, the industry won 
national acclaim, and is credited with 
being the forerunner of the general 
upswing. Within a few months, the 
industry was restored to its rightful 
place in community life; it has 
gained in stature and dignity. . Six 
hundred and nine editorials in news- 
papers throughout the country com- 
prise the impressive tribute of the 
press, which cooperated further with 
207 special editions, numerous co- 
operative ads and unprecedented 
news coverage. With the fortunate 
lineup of outstanding attractions re- 
leased by Hollywood during that 
time, plus this national acclaim, the 
American public has once more be- 
come picture conscious, and con- 
vinced that truly ‘Motion Pictures 
Are Your Best Entertainment.’ 

Besides converting unfavorable 
| public reaction to the present sym- 





is delivered by Rogers to the Allied | pathetic appreciation of the indus- 


group. Such a communication may 
(Continued on page 13) 


| try’s great public function, the Mo- 


tion Pictures’ Greatest Year cam- 





paign has achieved a still greater re- 
sult. It has revived in the majority 
of exhibitors the spark of showman- 
ship that has long been dormant in 
the individual showman. During the 
past three months some of the most 
ambitious exploitation schemes ever 
devised have been successiuliy exe- 
cuted with the high type of show- 
manship and enthusiasm that was the 
industry’s prime asset in its early 
years, and which accounted largely 
for its high ranking in the commer- 
cial world today. 

To the assets of the campaign must 
be added, too, the fine production of 
the all-industry short subject, “The 
World Is Ours,’ which is, in itself, 
an eloquent spokesman for the whole 
industry. Aside from its high en- 
tertainment value, this picture will 
make friends for the industry wher- 
ever it is shown. 

The campaign is not yet over and 
some of its fruits can only be cal- 
culated after Jan. 1. No one can 
accurately express an opinion today 
on the Movie Quiz, for public re- 
action to this national contest can 
be correctly estimated only when the 
returns are in. By the same token 
we cannot now say what effect this 
contest has had upon general box- 
office improvement, although the 
campaign in general must surely be 
credited with beneficial results in 
this direction. Given good product, 
it was most important to advertise 
to the public how good this produce 
was. This the campaign has done. 


Admits Errors 


As for the errors in the campaign 
we may as well acknowledge them 
and file them away for future ref- 
erences. The campaign was mapped 
out in great haste—and necessarily 
so. Most of the errors may be at- 
tributed to this fact, beyond anyone’s 
control. Other errors were the mis- 
takes of pioneering—and as such 
have positive value, for such mis- 
takes are inseparable from experi- 
ment. The general results were 
good; the experiment proved a suc- 
cess; we are on the high road again, 
from which we had blundered, and 
can move ahead along familiar lines. 
We can thank Motion Pictures’ 
Greatest Year for setting us again 
on the correct path. 

For the reasons enumerated above 
I think every dollar expended in 
the campaign is justified. My per- 
sonal contacts with exhibitors all 
over the country, my talks and cor- 
respondence with them, has con- 
vinced me that this is the opinion of 
the majority. 

I have said that the campaign is 
not yet over. There will be fresh 
activity in the closing weeks, with 
interest in the Movie Quiz naturally 
revived as the closing date draws 
near. Showmen all over the country 
will renew their activities on behalf 
of Motion Pictures’ Greatest Year; 
newspapers will comment anew; 
‘The World Is Ours’ will show on 
thousands of screens; the holiday 
season will afford the perfect tieup 
for the closing activities. 

When all is over a new inventory 
can be made, which I am sure will 
confirm our present estimate. Mo- 
tion Pictures’ Greatest Year has 
brought good, and nothing but good, 
to the whole industry. Some of the 
results are intangible, but none the 
less real. This, at least, can be said 
with positiveness. Those who got 
behind the drive with all their in- 
genuity, enthusiasm and belief, 
profited thereby. Boxoffice was best 
where the campaign was strongest. 
Exhibitors got out of the campaign 
what they put into it—and more, 
much more. 

Spyros Skouras. 


THE HEAT’S ON 
Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Bob Hope and Shirley Ross co- 
star in Paramount's ‘Some Like It 
Hot,’ introducing Gene Krupa and 
his swing band to the screen, — 
Kurt Neumann directs from screen 








play by Lewis Foster. 
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Spread of Anti-Trust Suits, Unrest 
Abroad, Etc., Hurting Amus. Stocks 
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By MIKE WEAR 


Stock prices further retreated last 
week. The market, closing on Thurs- 
day (Thanksgiving), resulted in 
many traders remaining away both 
Friday and Saturday. Diminished 
volume and lack of incentive to in- 
crease trading lines all contributed 
to weakness of the market’s struc- 
ture. 

Spread of anti-trust suits, increas- 
ing turmoil in Europe involving the 
seizure of private property by the 
German government, and unsteadi- 
ness of some trade indices, have 
made stocks weak and dull now for 
nearly two weeks. Amusement 
shares dropped back additionally 
from previous highs although show- 
ing a few gains as Tuesday’s market 
firmed up higher. 

Picture issues had two disappoint- 
ing earnings statements with which 
to contend. Warner Bros. covering 
the fiscal year ending last August 
was not up to expectations, being 
about $3,900,000 below the preced- 
ing fiscal 12-month period. Colum- 
bia Picts turned in a substantial loss 
for the first quarter in the fiscal year 
ended on last Sept. 24 as compared 
with a profit in the similar period 
last year. 

Possibility that a stockholders’ 
suit against Pathe Film Corp. might 
delay or prevent the recapitaliza- 
tion and liquidation plan from go- 
ing into effect also was a blow to 
any enthusiasm for film shares. De- 
lay in approving the RKO reor- 
ganization plan by the court too 
prevented traders from getting any 
true line on what the old common 
stock would sell for when the com- 
pany emerges from 77B, or the range 
on the new. 

The dividend declared by Loew’s 
on the common, a total of $1 payable 
Dec. 31 to stock on record Dec. 13, 
will not prevent directors from de- 
claring another cash extra before 
the end of the year if earnings jus- 
tify it. Divvy declared nearly two 
weeks ago was 50c regular and 50c 
extra, making a total of $3 paid 
this year. Earnings for the fiscal 
year, expected in a few days, may 
show $5.50 to $6 on the common and 
might result in another extra melon 
cutting. 

Early Tax Selling 

All classes of stock have felt 
earlier tax selling this year than in 
several past years. This also ‘has 
had a depressing effect on stock 
prices. Traders already are becom- 
ing acquainted with the beneficial 
changes in the 1938 Revenue Act, 
both as to capital gains and losses. 
New law divides long-term capital 
losses and gains into two classes. 
One applies to those held more than 
18 months, but not over 24 months, 
on which for tax purposes, 66 2-3% 
of the net is recognized. The other 
is on assets held more than 24 
months, on these 50% of the net 
gain being recognized. 

The reason for registering maxi- 
mum short-term losses before the 


‘Miller, prez of the National Asso- 


Philly Variety Club 
Expects 1,100 on Dec. 11 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

William E. Dodd, former ambas- 
sador to Germany, will be the prin- 
cipal speaker at the annual Variety 
Club banquet on Dec. 11. He’ll talk 
on ‘The Dilemma of Present-Day 
Civilization.’ About 1,100 are ex- 
pected at the banquet at which the 
ballroom of the Bellevue-Startford 
will be transformed into a circus 
tent. 

George Jessel will be m.c. and 
short talks will be given by Neville 


ciation of Broadcasters; Governors 
Earle of Pennsy, Nice of Maryland, 
and McMullen of Delaware; ex-gov- 
ernor Harold Hoffman; Ed Kuyken- 
dall, MPTOA+* prez; Joe Bernhardt, 
Warner theatre chief; Lou Krouse, 
IATSE secretary; Will Hays and 
James J. Walker. 








‘Unfair Competition’ | 
Aspect in ‘Test Pilot’ | 


Suit Still in Suspense 


Although he dismissed the claim of | 





Hollywood. Nov. 29. 
Nationwide ballyhoo campaign for 
‘Union Pacific’ is already under way 
at Paramount, although the picture 
will not be released until spring. 

W. M. Jeffers, prexy of the rail- 
road, has agreed to cooperate with 
the studio. Simultaneous premieres 
will be held in six cities with a na- 
tional broadcast from each point. Pic- 
ture will be plugged further by a 
special preview train furnished by 
the UP, 


FRENCH RIB U. S. 
FILM IDEAS 
OF PARIS — 


Paris, Nov. 15. 

The French have found still an- 
other reason for attacking the Amer- 
icans. And this time it is a great 
big noise about how Frenchmen and 
their beloved Paris are shown in|} 
American films. 

Broadside came in a popular pic- | 
ture weekly, followed by an open 
letter to Monsieur William Hays in 
Paris-Soir written by Gaston 
Thierry who takes the American 
producers to task in sharper words 
than those found in the captions for 











plagiarism made by Delores Lacy the pictures published in the mag 


Collins, 
: 3 : ican films. 
aviator and test pilot, who was killed Mag publishes three full pages of 
in 1935, against Metro Pictures Corp., | photos taken from 11 American films 
Loew’s, Inc., and the Culver Export | With some caustic captions which 
, ? } 


| aren’t without justification in some 
Corp., Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe, lrespects. Stating he was taking the 


N. Y., on Friday (26) permitted her | jiperty of sending a copy of Match 
claim of unfair competition to re-| (the mag) to Hays, Thierry had this 
main, The court also denied Mrs.|to say about the stills taken from 


widow of Jimmy Collins, | 


| taken for scenes in different Ameri- | 





. a 5 , the American films: ‘They illustrate 
Collins a preliminary injunction | 


pending trial. The suit is for $1,- | 2 a cruel way the ignorance of 
nae SAAR si ee Seg pr <i ~ <, rg and its orga gs 

re ertainly we appear a little 
based on the Metro picture, ‘Test) -igiculous in these productions but 


Pilot.’ those who conceived them are a 


Mrs. Collins, suing as administra- | jittie more so. For the honor of the 
trix of the estate of her husband, | 4 perican cinema—usually so per- 


claimed that the picture was lifted fect—it would be ‘appropriate to or- 
from a book she had copyrighted in | ganize a little trip to Paris for them 
1935 containing a series of stories of right away. I guarantee them a 
Collins’ experiences as an aviator! .o-m reception.’ 

and which had been published in 
newspapers and magazines.. The 
book was titled ‘Test Pilot.’ 

Besides her claim of infringement, 
Mrs. Collins contended that the title 
of the picture had reduced the value 
of the book. Judge Coxe only 





|a Paris copper portrayed in ‘Seventh 
| Heaven.’ Caption points out that he 
is wearing the boots of a hussar, the 
sword of a dragoon, the tunic of an 
infantryman, the insignia of a gen- 
eral staff officer, the whistle of a 


| your producers in matters concern- | 


A corker reproduced by Match is | 
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Lefty Ponders on Hollywood's 


~ Xmas Preview; Reminisces on Vaude 








| 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Hollywood, Noy, 29. 
Dear Joe: 

We arrived in Hollywood okay. My fin and leg where the dogs bit me 
are getting along fine. Aggie sez she only hgpes the dogs will recuperate 
as fast. We got here to find Hollywood Boulevard all set out with papier 
mache Christmas trees, and it wasn’t even Thanksgiving yet. It’s a sort 
of Xmas preview idea, giving the natives a chance to see Xmas before 
they get it any place else. I’m surprised they don’t put firecrackers on 
top of the trees and celebrate the Fourth of July at the same time; sort 
of make it a double feature. Aggie sez they should get some of the pic- 
ture people out here that talk in big numbers to sneeze on the trees and 
it would give the trees a ‘snow’ covering. The boys and girls aren't talk- 
ing the big figures they used to, but they’re still too high. 

Junior, Aggie and me took in a show that they’re all raving about out 
here. It’s called “‘T'wo-a-Day,’ a sort of a cavalcade of vaudeville. And be- 
lieve me Joe, it’s a honey. It shows you vaudeville climbing step by step 
from Pastor’s to the Palace. Of course after you hit the Palace there was 
a slide where old man vaudeville slid down into double features, Bingo, 
Banko, Disho and a load of agents’ no’s. Barrie O’Daniels talks from a 
loudspeaker and connects all the scenes and he does a fine job of it too. 
But the high spots to me and Aggie were when a gal like Willa Holt 
Wakefield sings, ‘Honey Stay in Your Own Back Yard,’ and Anna Chandler 
does her Fan song, a hunk of real trouping, and Ethel Davis steps out 
with her ‘Sneezing’ song which is a vaudeville gem .. . and that gorgeous 
gal, Truly Shattuck, steps out and looks as queenly as ever. And to hear 
Rice and Cady roll their r’s, and see Will Armstrong do an Eddie Foy that 
is the tops in impersonations. It all kinda turns on the faucets of the 
eyes—not sympathetic tears—just memory tears. It proves that Quality 
is always in style, and that the hearts of real troupers never wrinkle. 
They wiil never grow old; theirs is a talent mellowed with age. It was a 
great kick for me and Aggie, and even Junior sat there and looked at the 
story book of vaindeville. He is too young to know what it’s all about, but 
I'll bet you when he grows up he will faintly remember that as a kid he 
saw a grand bunch of artists doing swell specialties. Then there’s a lot of 
young people in it too that are the headliners of tomorrow, one guy in 
particular called Richard Edwards, who does a hunk of patomime that 
compares with Joe Jackson and Charlie Chaplin—and you know they are 
tops. Billy Rose ougnta get him for his Casa Manana, he’d knock ’em for 
a goal there. Then there’s a gal called Marie Sill who sings an offkey 
operatic bit with a sense of humor that’s grand—and Pearl Austin in an 
amateur toe dance that S a wow. I ean write you pages about all the 
performers in the show because they’re all grand. Tickets are selling four 
weeks in advance, and that’s something for Hollywood where they live 
from promise to promise. 

The Glue-Pot Circuit 

Had our Thanksgiving dinner with the Paul Gerard Smiths and it was 
swell. He had a holiday bill laid out on the table that would fill any 
stomach, Every act on it was a wow. During intermission when we 
made room for some more, we gabbed about show business; you know, 
the old days and the oldtimers. The days when we dressed in basements 
and played glue-pots, and we could always find a laugh in it. Aggie 
kinda got to cryin’ a little thinking of those days. The old gal would - 
pack her Taylor trunk in a minute and play all those ink-spots again, 
and to tell you the truth I don’t know of anything better than carrying 
those two grips—one with the dog in it, and the other with the orches- 
trations. We used to carry a 12-piece orchestration for two years and 
never used anything but the piano and drum parts. 

It was a great Thanksgiving dinner with that gang around the table 
and those laughs, say, even if we only had a cheese sandwich instead of a 
swell turkey it woulda paid us off. \ 

As I wrote you before I am here getting new equipment for my radio 
station, so may have to stick around for a few more weeks. Give our 
best to the gang back there and tell ‘'em to stop worrying. Look at the 
turkey—he worried all year and ended up lying on a platter in the middle 
of the table. Sez 

Your pal, 





passed on the first cause of action 
(infringement) and on the injunc- 
tion, but left the second cause, un- 
fair competition, in the air. ; 

In his opinion Judge Coxe ruled: 
“I am satisfied from comparison of 
the book and the script of the pic- 
ture that there is nothing in the 
picture which was taken from the 
book. Any superficial similarities 
are merely coincidence and entirely 
natural to aeroplane stories of the 
kind in question. It is also apparent 
from the very nature of the Collins 





close of 1938 is twofold. The new 
Jaw is favorable to taxpayers with 
short-term gains and losses only in 
that they are allowed to carry an 
excess of short-term losses into the 
succeeding year to be employed as 
an offset in that year to short-term 
profits. 

However, the pattern of the mar- 
ket extending back to May or June, 
1937, applicable to the short-term 
classification, means that many 
traders will have substantial short- 
term profits 6n issues obtained back 
in June this year to offset any losses 
on securities bought since May, 1937. 
Since no losses are deductible on 
short-term classification deals up to 
$2,000, there is no object in show- 
ing a loss of short-term deals. Hence 
the urge of some to cash in on any 
paper profits between now and. the 
end of December. 

Then, too, there will be plenty of 
evening up on accounts both for 
short and long-term stocks because 
of the previously stated threat to 
raise percentages as compared with 
the 662-3% and 50% brackets now 
prevailing. However, the advantage 
of allowing short-term gains to run 
over into the ‘long term’ classifica- 
tion before being realized in hopes 
to securing future deductions doubt- 
lessly will see certain shareholders 
holding onto their issues this year. 
This action, of course, would be 
based on the theory that the law will 
not be made any worse next year. 

All of this evening up process, 
which has started earlier than in 
past years, has tended to put @ 
jamper on buying enthusiasm. 


articles that they are largely a reci- 


railway station keeper and a dec- 


oration of an officer of Public In- | 


struction. 


Montmartre Madness 

For a shot from ‘Tovarich’ 
mag has this to say: ‘A normal 
scene in Montmartre.’ The concierge 
dines on the sidewalk according to 
custom and gives information to 
high personages, the governor of the 
Bank of France and a diplomat. 
They wear, as do all high French 
personages, even in the Rue Lepic, 
frock coats, silk hats and all their 
decorations, not. forgetting the um- 





tation of actual facts, and facts in 
themselves are not protected by 
copyright. I think, therefore, that 
the defendants’ motion to dismiss the 
first cause of action should be grant- 
ed. It is conceded that the title, 
‘Test Pilot’ appearing on the book 
is not protected under the copyright 
laws. It is contended, however, that 
the words themselves have become 
so identified in the public mind with 
Collins’ writings as to mean only 
the plaintiff's book, and that their 
use by the defendants amounts to 
unfair competition. The words “Test 
Pilot’ are merely descriptive. That 
can no more be appropriated than 
can other purely descriptive terms. 
Motion to dismiss the first cause of 
action is granted. A preliminary in- 
junction is denied.’ 

The decision means that the de- 
fendants must go through the mo- 
tions of making an additional motion 
to dismiss the unfair competition 
claim which in all likelihood will 
also be granted. The picture was 
based on Lieut.-Commander Frank 
Wead’s book, ‘Wings of Tomorrow.’ 





ON THE HEIGHTS 
Hollyhood, Nov. 29. 

‘Wuthering Heights,’ delayed by 
casting troubles, rolled yesterday 
(Mon.) for Samuel Goldwyn, with 
Merle Oberon and Laurence Olivier 
in the top spots. 

Three weeks of shooting will be 
done on the Olson ranch near Tri- 
unfo. 











brella. The little Montmartoise, 
Claudette Colbert wears an expen- 


| 
the | 





sive dress from a_ fashionable 
couturier and 
market, 

From ‘Marie-Antoinette’ here 
the kickback about Norma Shearer 
and John Barrymore: ‘Kings and 
Queens of France particularly in- 
spire the imagination of American 
cinemaists. Nothing is too good for 
our ancient monarchs. It is thus 


hall gown and wears a diadem in 
the form of a pagoda and John 
Barrymore as Louis XV wears a 
costume generally agreed to belong 
to the Brandenburg court and lace 
which would have surprised Ver- 
sailles.’ 

Although some of the photos are 
from old pictures, there are plenty 
from recent ones and most of them 
do show an outstanding lack of 
knowledge of the French and their 
habits. Whole thing is topped with 
‘As they see the French.’ 

However, Will Hays’ rep here 
came back with a rejoinder in de- 
fense of the American industry. 
‘The fact that they had to go back 
so many years to pick up old films 
proves our merit. And look what 
the French do with American 
chatacters in their films. They 
make every American woman look 
like you-know-what.’ 

And if the Americans were to 
hunt through French pics it is rather 
certain that they could throw the 
| same dose right back at the French. 








is on her way to. 


is | 


that Norma Shearer wears a music | 


Lefty. 


P. S. Mitchell Lewis sez, ‘Some folks only practice so they may preach 


about it.’ 








N. Y. APPELLATE COURT 
TO RE-REVIEW ‘BABY’ 


Albany, Nov. 29. 

Holding that a factual issue was 
raised on appeal in the case of the 
picture, ‘The Birth of a Baby,’ Judge 
Pierce Russell of Troy, N. Y., today 
(Tuesday) opined that the case 
should be transferred for disposition 
by the Appellate Division. Peti- 
tioners, American Maternal Welfare 
Committee, Inc., and Sam Citron, 
sought trial before a supreme court 
jury. 

Film was denied a license by 
Irwin Esmond at Educational De- 
partment, Motion Picture Division, 
and the decision of the ban against 
issuing a license for public exhibi- 
tion of the film was later upheld. 








‘Baby’ Injunction 
Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 29. 
Judge Hubert E. Olive signed an 
injunction here Monday (28) pre- 
venting the showing of the pictwe. 


‘Childbirth From Life’ and citing the 


producers and distributors of the 





Irving Cahan, Once With 
RKO, Indicted in Philly; 
Alleged Thefts from WPA 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Irving Cahan, former supervisor 
of Federal Music Projects in Pennsy, 
who was dismissed without explana- 
tion in July, was indicted last 
Wednesday (23) by a Federal grand 
jury, charged with embezzlements of 
$1,314.50 of the project’s funds. For- 
mer boy musical prodigy and one- 
time music schnchronizer for RKO in 
Hollywood, began his asserted pec- 
ulations in January, 1937, and con- 
tinued them’ until June, 1938, when 
a Federal investigation began, G-men 
said. They declared he took from 
$10 to $20 at a time from proceeds 
of 80 concerts which he arranged for 
WPA musicians throughout the State. 
At the time his salary was $200 a 





month. 


Cahan was once the idol of Philly 
organ music lovers via radio. He 





film to appear before him Dec. 5 in | began the study of music at the age 
Mecklenburg superior court to show ,°f Six and appeared as a concert 
cause why they should not be per- | Pianist, often’as a soloist with well- 


manently restrained fiom showing 
the picture in North Carolina. The 
action was begun by the American 
Committee on Maternal Welfare, 
Inc., and Special Pictures Corp., pro- 
ducers of ‘Birth of a Baby,’ and the 
defendants are Watt L. Parker, trad- 
ing as Atlantic Films and Life’s 
Dramas, Inc. 

The plaintiffs contend in the com- 
plaint that they conceived and pro- 


and that the defendants are atiemnt- 
ing to palm off on the public an im- 





itation of the original. 


duced the film, ‘Birth of a Baby,’ 


known orchs. He went to Hollywood 
with the advent of talkers. 





MISS FIELDS’ SHIP PIC 


Next picture Gracie Fields will 
make for 20th-Fox is ‘Sally of the 
Shipyards,’ built around the com- 
pletion of England’s mightiest liner, 
the S. S. Queen Elizabeth. 

Actress is now on Coast huddling 
with Zanuck and Monty Banks on 
details. After this one, Miss Fields 


is to do one more pieture under her 





present contract. 
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LICENSING FOR ALL AGENTS? 





judgments to the SAG where the in- 
dependent producers failed to attend 
the sessions has resulted in many 
Indies rushing in to sign the new 
SAG modification agreement. Latest 
Indie signatories include Victory Pic- 
tures, Inc., Al Lane Pictures, Gilliam 
Productions, Colonial Pictures Corp., 
Principal Productions, Inc., Supreme 
Pictures Corp., Coronado Films, Inc., 
David L. Loew Productions, Dario 
Productions, Jued Buell Productions, 
Inc., and Cinemart Films, Inc. 


The SAG has cancelled Guild shop 


gotiations Interested | contracts with Grand National, Ar- 
thur Dreifuss and Symphonic Films, 


. + 
Only in Actors Agents, Inc. Grand National agreement was 


Says SAG, but Silent on| called off at the request of studio 
executives to expedite reorganization 
Future Moves of the company. A new contract 


sCRIBE, DIRECTOR 
ERS WORRIED 


Fear of Broad Sweep by 
Guild Slows Down Ne- 








tion program is completed. 

The SAG has filed a protest with 
the State Industrial Welfare Com- 
mission on recent ruling that extras 
are not entitled to two checks if 


STALL ISSUE 








Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
that Screen Actors Guild’s 
licensing plan for agents may be 
broadened to include also agents for 
directors and writers, as well as 
players, is slowing negotiations be- 
tween the SAG and Artists Man- 
agers Guild on adoption of a fran-| The Commission ruling states: 
chise code for actor representatives, | ‘After extras are dismissed, and 


The two groups are talking ‘amicable | on the same day are required by the 


A i : |same studio to return to work in 
agreement’ again, but no definite ac-| .onnection with the same picture, 


tion is expected until after the first | they would be entitled to have re- 
of the year. garded as work time the interim be- 


Fear day te work on the same picture. 
The SAG had been enforcing a ‘two 
pix, two checks’ rule, but Commis- 
| sion holds this does not apply unless 
| the player is called back the same 
| day to work on a different picture 
| from his original call. 


; | the time when they report to the 
M. C. Levee wants to know if plans | studio on the second call, but in the 
of the Inter-Talent Council of the | event that they are required to work 
three big guilds call for licensing “ connection with any other picture 
~ : = ‘ than that on which originally en- 
agents hocsetabiting ngsortgen sce ane | gaged, this shall be considered an- 
screen directors. The SAG insists it | other day’s work and shall be paid 
is interested only in franchising| for in accordance with Order No. 
agents for the actors. Tops in the | 16-A of the Industrial Welfare Com- 
SWG and SDG claim no licensing | mission, the same as if it was the 
program is now under consideration, | first call of the day.’ 

but are silent about any future plans. | List of extras eligible to accept 


Majority of agents do not believe | studio work calls has been reduced 
the writers and directors are in a 


| dismissed and called back the same | 
rae 2 | Length of employment does not fig- 


The AMG committee headed by tween dismissal on the first call and | 





will be inked when the reorganiza- | 














to 6,539. A total of 1,487 failed to 
Pay quarterly dues this month, and 
automatically became ineligible to 
work. These are liable to suspen- 
sion when delinquence reaches 30 
days and to expulsion if payment 
is not made before 60 days. 


RKO’s Extra Bill 


Extras and stunt men received a 
total of $85,353.97 from RKO-Radio 
for location work in ‘Gunga Din’ at 
Lone Pine. The SAG pointed out 
that employment of experienced 
actors instead of native talent en- 
abled the company to shoot massive 
battle scenes without serious injury 
to any player. 

The State Unemployment Depart- 
ment has notified SAG that the four 
weeks’ waiting period for payment 
of unemployment insurance to actors 
does not have to be consecutive. If 
a player registers, completes two 
weeks of waiting period, and then 
secures work, he has to wait only 
two weeks when he re-registers. 


ure, procided 
fall within 
riod. 


both waiting periods 
the same 56-week pe- 
Insurance payments are being 


made to top-bracket players as well | 


as extras. 

Walt Disney has signed temporary 
agreement with the SAG. Contract 
runs until Jan. 15, 1939. Permanent 
contract will be inked as soon as 
studio executives and SAG leaders 
complete a study of problems pecu- 
liar to this branch of the industry. 
Pact covers Guild members em- 
ployed on dialog or incidental sound 
effects. 

Temporary agreement provides 
that all contracts between Disney 
and SAG members must be ap- 
proved by the Guild. All disputes 
will be settled by arbitration. Wage 
and hour scales of SAG will be 
adopted, and Guild members will be 
used wherever reasonably possible. 


Organize Commercials 


The SAG has launched a campaign 
to organize independent studios pro- 
ducing commercials. More than 100 


members have been signed in Chi- 
cago, and pacts have been closed 
with all leading producers in Chi- 
cago, Detroit and Cleveland. Leo 
Hurley, recording secretary of Act- 
ors Equity Association, is represent- 
ing SAG in Chicago. 

| The SAG has warned its member- 
ship that the new modification agree- 
ment provides for waiver of over- 





time for all players except extras | 





Corp. to make direct calls for extras, 
this budget would have to be doubled 
and that the present casting staff 
would have to be enlarged several 
times, Problems will be referred to 
the permanent committee to be 
named to arbitrate disputes arising 
from interpretation of the new modi- 


| fication agreement. 


if any member of cast is late in re- | 


porting for work. Actors are asked |SP standing committee to arrange a 


to punch time-clocks promptly. to 
{avoid fellow-members being penal- 
| ized by their tardiness. 
Contract provides as follows with 
reference to payment of overtime: 
‘If any Guild member is inexcus- 
| ably late in reporting for photo- 
| graphing on a set, then the stand- 
ing committee, in its discretion, may 
relieve the producer concerned from 
| its obligation to pay overtime with 
respect to all players engaged in the 
| production with respect to which 
such lateness in reporting occurs, 
but only to the extent that such 
|overtime on that day is directly 
|caused by such lateness.’ 
| Central Casting Corp. is consider- 
|ing request from the SAG that cer- 
tain hours daily be fixed for the cast- 
|ing of extras. Proposal to change 
| system of keeping switchboard open 
|from 5 a.m, to 9 p.m. was discussed 
| recently at conference between 
| Campbell McCulloch, general man- 


|of SAG. It was agreed that first 
obstacle to be overcome would be 
| the problems of handling rush calls 
from major studios. 
time about 90% of all casting at 
Central is made from the switch- 
board. Individual calls are handled 
Only for certain dress extras and 
| other special players who may be re- 
quested by the studios. Extras are 


period of 16 hours unless they secure 
work in the interim. 

Present telephone budget for Cen- 
tral is approximately $20,000 a year. 
Producers estimate that for Casting 








position to force a licensing program 





without support of the _ actors. 
Neither group has been recognized 
by the producers, and the Screen 
Playwrights, Inc., still has a contract 
with the major companies. Success 
of any triple agreement on a licens- 
ing program is considered doubtful, 
in view of the policy of Kenneth 
Thomson, SAG executive secretary, 
in steering his group clear of any 
entangling alliances. 

The situation, however, is puzzling 
the agents. Practically each meeting 
between the two groups is opened 
with the agents renewing the ques- 
tion as to whether writers and di- 
rectors are to be included in a gen- 
eral licensing program. Once this 
question is settled to the satisfaction 
of the agents, the committees are not 
expected to experience any serious 
difficulties in drafting a code of 
ethics for agents under SAG super- 
vision. 

Negotiations for the actors are be- 
ing handled by Ralph Morgan. SAG 
prexy, Kenneth Thomson. George 
Murphy and Laurence W. Beilenson, 
SAG counsel. M. C. Levee. Bert Al- 

lenberg, Abe Lastfogel, Leland Hay- 

ward and William Woolfenden are 

representing the AMG, with Judge 
Byron C. Hanna, attorney for the 
agents, directing their moves. 

In the meantime, SAG is seeking 
to set its own house in order. Ne- 
gotiations have been completed with 
most of the independent producers, 
kinks have been ironed out of the 
new modification agreement with the 
producers, and plans laid to repulse 
attack by minority group of extras 
which has petitioned the National 
Labor Relations Board to be certified 
as bargaining representative for the 
extras, Group is headed by organi- 
zation known as the Cinema Players, 
Inc. 

Official Sanction Doubtful 


Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 
rector of the NLRB, has announced 
that no action will be taken on the 
Cinema Players’ petition until after 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees hearing set for 
Thursday (1). In view of recent pol- 
icy of te director in attempting to 
Settle disputes without a formal 
hearing, there is some doubt that pe- 
tition will receive official sanction. 
The SAG has not yet even been 
notified by the director that such a 
petition is on file. | 

Policy of the producer-SAG arbi- 
tration board in granting default 








hh Sorry 


but Mr. Jones is very busy and is leaving 





on a business trip—however I know he reads 


Variety—I’m sure you can reach him that way.” 


Use Variety's Advertising columns 
every week to deliver your message 
.... and especially the Third of a 
Century Anniversary Issue to be 
published in December..... 


Reservations now— 


VARIETY 


MEW YORK @ CHICAGO e HOLLYWOOD @ LONDON 


required to dial at intervals over a | 


omission of 


Study Television Rights 


The executive committee of Screen 
Playwrights, Inc., has instructed the 


meeting with the producers to dis- 
cuss television rights to stories and 
valid screen credits. 
John Lee Mahin, SP prexy, said 


| meeting probably would be called 
| this week, despite warning of SWG 


that any further negotiations be- 
tween the producers and the SP 
would be illegal and a violation of 
the National Labor Relations Act. 
Charge is based on certification of 
the SWG by National Labor Rela- 
tions Board as bargaining representa- 
tive for all screen writers. The 
NLRB, however, has ignored the re- 
quest of the SWG that major com- 


| panies be cited for unfair labor prac- 


| Pat 


| 


At the present | 


tice for refusing to recognize the 
SWG as sole bargaining agent for 
scriveners. 

The Society of Motion Picture 
Film Editors has filed a request with 
Casey, producer-labor contact, 
for reclassification of film librarians, 
apprentices and certain assistant cut- 


ager of Central, and Aubrey Blair, | ters, Proposed reclassification would 
| result 


in a wage tilt for many of 
the workers who would be lifted to 
higher brackets. 

Negotiations on the request are ex- 
pected to get under way this weck. 
Following negotiating committee has 
been named by the Society: Edward 
Dymtryk, Paramount; Edward D., 
Hannan, Metro; Rcbert W. Carlisle, 


| Scientific Films; James E. Newcom, 








Selznick-International; Louis H. Sac- 
kin, Universal. 

With Federal agents ready to sit in 
on hearing of petitions involving the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, it was disclosed 
that deal is now in making for wash- 
up of all IATSE jurisdicational dis- 
putes and IA minority attacks on 
supervision of international officers. 

This would leave only petitions of 
the IATSE for certification as bar- 
gaining representative for its 1,000 
members for the National Labor Re- 
lations Board when informal hearing 
starts Thursday (1) before’ the 
NLRB regional director. With no 
opposition to the petitions, certifica- 
tion of the IA would be routine. 

Deals if okayed will call for with- 
drawal of petition filed by Motion 
Picture Technicians Committee ask- 
ing investigation of IA operations, 
and a similar one by the Studio 
Utility Employees Local 724, which 
also asked certification as bargaining 
representative for all studio laborers. 

Intervention of Joseph M. Schenck, 
president of the Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers, is said to 
have started negotiations which are 
expected to result in settlement of 
all labor jurisdictional disputes. 
George E. Browne, international 
president of the LATSE, was also ac- 
tive in negotiations. 





Darrieux Jammed By 
Prior French Film Pact; 
But U May Be OK 


Paris, Nov. 29. 

Paris arbitration courts today 
(Tuesday) ruled that the four-year 
contract Danielle Darrieux signed in 
1936 with Gregoire Rabinovitsch, of 
the French company, Cine Alliance, 
is valid. According to the deal the 
actress gave Rabinovitsch her exclu- 
sive services for four years and had 
to have his approval to make films 
in either French or English. 

Rabinovitsch contracted to pro- 
duce for Metro, but left Hollywood 
following a story argument. Rabin- 
ovitsch states there is no intention 
of preventing Miss Darrieux from 
fulfilling her Universal contract, in 
Hollywood, but he is starting his 
film next April. Universal officials 
state that as far as known now the 
decision will not change their con- 
tract with the actress. She intends 
returning to Hollywood shortly after 
Jan. 1. However, there is a possibile 
ity that her Hollywood career may 


| be affected if producing dates con- 


flict. 
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PICTURE GROSS 








Gish and Sock in L. A, ‘Angels 


32446, Two Spots; Durbin $29,000 Ditto, 
Patrol’ $21,500, Gravy for H.0.s Too 


Los Angeles, Nov. 29. 
Plenty of gravy in sight for the 
first runs currently, with several 
holdovers in prospect. Thanksgiving 


holidays helped materially, and 
week-end business was also fairiy 
strong. 


‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ hung up 
smash grosses at both the Downtown 
and Hollywood, while the latest De- 
anna Durbin is giving the RKO and 
Pantages smash biz, insuring two or 
three week run. 

‘Submarine Patrol’ is strong at the 
State and Chinese, while the Or- 
pheum is better than average. ‘Cita- 
del’ at the Four Star is very strong 
on second week. ‘If I Were King’ 
at the Paramount is especially 
big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 


30-40-55-75) — ‘Submarine Patrol’ 
(20th) and ‘Five of Kind’ (20th), 
dual. Holiday biz and strong week- 


end trade helping for profitable 
$9,000. Last week ‘Dr. Kildare’ (MG) 
and ‘Listen Darling’ (MG), poor 
$7,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Angels Dirty Faces’ (WB). 
On initial week excellent $17,000 in 
sight, calling for probably three 
weeks’ run. Last week ‘Cowboy and 
Lady’ (WB) (second week), excel- 
lent $12,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
--‘Citadel’ (M-G) 2nd week). Hit- 
ting strong pace on second week 
after getting new house recond on 
first week, devoid of holidays or pre- 
mieres. Will grab neat $6,500, after 
$6.500 on opening stanza. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Angels Dirty Faces’ (WB). 
Looks like very good $15,500 on first 
week. Will probably stick for three 
stanzas. Last week ‘Cowboy and 
Lady’ (UA) and ‘Torchy Gets’ (WB) 
(second week), excellent $10,000. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Touchdown Army’ (Par) and 
“Vacation From Love’ (MG), dual, 

lus vaudeville. Will hit profitable 
$10,000. Last week ‘Smashing Rack- 
ets’ (RKO) splo and Sally Rand 
heading stage show, accounted for 
$10,500, as predicted. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Annabel 
Tour’ (RKO), dual. Durbin’s latest 
shovld have no trouble hitting nifty 
$14,000, insuring two or three weeks’ 
stay. Last week ‘Service De Luxe’ 
(U) and ‘Storm’ (U), had $5,600. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—If King’ (Par) and stage show (2d 
week). Showing strength on hold- 
over week and will have no trouble 
hitting $26,000. Colman’s first week 
ended with very profitable $18,500. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Certain 
Age’ (U) and ‘Annabel Tour’ (RKO), 
dual. Drawing adolescents heavily, 
and first week will probably bring 
neat $15,000. Stays two and possibly 


three weeks. Last week ‘Service de 
Luxe’ (U) and ‘Storm’ (U), just 
fair $6,000. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—'Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
‘Five of Kind’ (20th), dual. Good 

oing and should wind up with n 








Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Taek WOON. boc usctsca $309,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
oS Sere Se oe $359,100 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








‘Young Heart’ (UA). 
at Criterion previously. Okay $3,100. 
Last week ‘Arkansas Traveler’ (from 
Midwest) (Par) slow at $2,300. 


‘Out West’ Dual 


‘Little Tough Guys’ 
nished Angel’ (RKO). 


School’ (Col) and ‘Romance of Lim- 
berlost’ (Mono). 
week ‘Algiers’ (UA) stopped at nice 
$3,500. 


Okay $3,000. Last 


Tewer (Stan) 


(1,000; 25-35)— 
Had one week 





Big 176, Wings 
Ditto 8G, Prov. 


Providence, Nov. 29. 
with the MHardys’ 





‘Out West 


dualled at Loew’s, and ‘Men with 
Wings’ at Strand are the only stand- 
outs on main stem. Only average 
takes looked for at other houses. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
(U) and ‘Tar- 

Paced at so- 


so $5,000. Last week, ‘Annabel Takes 
Tour’ (RKO) and Ted Lewis ork and 
revue on stage drew nice $10,000. 

Carlten (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Lis- 
ten Darling’ (M-G). Stepping along 
to fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) (3d downtown week) 
held for strong $6,500. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Down on 
Farm’ (20th) and vaude. Aiming 
for peppy $6,800. Last week, ‘Suez’ 
(20th) (2d run) and vaude closed 
with neat $7,200. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Out West’ (M-G) and ‘Cipher Bu- 
reau’ (GN). Bill proving go-getter 
at strong $17,000 gait. Last week, 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Listen 
Darling’ (M-G) held for neat $15.000. 

Maiestie (Fov) (2.300: 25-35-50)— 
‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB) and 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB). Balanced bill 
attracting to tune of nice $9,000. Last 








week, 
and 





12,500. Last week ‘Kildare’ (MG) 
and ‘Listen Darling’ (MG), only fair 


,400. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 20- 
40-55)—‘Great Waltz’ (MG) (2nd 
week) and ‘Kildare’ (MG), dual. 
With holdover of ‘Waltz’ and move- 
over of ‘Kildare’ looks like fair $4,- 
300. Last week ‘Waltz’ (MG) first 
pe and ‘Down on Farm’ (20th), 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65—‘Waltz’ (M-G) (2nd week) and 
‘Kildare’ (M-G), dual. Holding over 
‘Waltz’ and strengthening with ‘Kil- 
dare’ (M-G) has house ding for 
$7,300. Last week, first of ‘Waltz’ 
and ‘Down on Farm’ (20th), very 
good $7,700. 


‘Cowboy’ Cops Nifty 
$5,400 in Okla. City 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 29. 
State back on doubles this week 
with ‘Girls School’ and ‘Romance of 
Limberlost’ good for $3,000. Hefti- 
est Thanksgiving day in history at 
Criterion started ‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
off for $5,400 week. Midwest to hit 
$5,000 with ‘Just Around the Corner’ 

and Disney’s ‘Ferdinand, the Bull.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Cowboy and ‘ve (UA). Fast com- 

any at $5,400. ast week ‘Young 

eart’ (UA) slowed down to $5,200. 

Liberty (Stan) (1;200; 20-25)— 
*Miss Manton’ (RKO) and ‘Man Re- 
member’ (RKO), split with ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U) and ‘Sharp Shooter’ 
(20th). Ringing up average $2,300. 
Last week six “ae of ‘King Alcatraz’ 
(Par) and ‘Touchdown Army’ (Par) 
okay at $2,200. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Around Corner’ (20th) and Disney’s 
‘Ferdinand.’ Clocked at nice $4,700 
pace. Last week ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) 





fine for $5,000. 
State Papie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Girls 





‘Just Around Corner’ (20th) 
‘Sharpshooters’ (20th), fairish 


$8.000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Men Wings’ (Par). 
$8,000. 
and 
nicely for swell $8,000. 


Pulling strdng 
Last week, ‘If King’ (Par) 
‘Sons of Levion’ (Par) held 


‘Cover’-‘School’ 536 
Pacing Peppy Port. 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 29. 

‘Cowboy and the Lady’ went into a 
good second stanza at Parker's 
Broadway, following a big first 
week. Other houses are holding up 
to better than par. ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ still a money-maker 
at the Mayfair. 

The anti-marajuana crusading pic, 
‘Assassin of Youth,’ proved a big biz- 
getter for the indie Rivoli; boosting 
returns for that house considerably 





|above average biz. 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Strong biz around $5,000. First 
week registered socko $8,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 30-35-40)—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) 
(7th wk). Still rated better than 
average for this house with §$2,- 
800. Last week good $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40)—‘Around Corner’ 
(20th) and ‘Girls’ School’ (Col). 
Above par for good $5,500. Last 
week ‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) fell off last 
half to fair $4,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Submarine Patrol’ 
(20th) and ‘Five of Kind’ (20th). 
Average enough $5,500. Last week 
‘Suez’ (20th) and ‘Meet the Girls’ 
(20th) closed a fair second week for 
$4,200. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘As- 
sassin of Youth’ (Indie) and ‘Num- 
bered Women’ (Indie). Strong biz 
on the marajuana ‘Assassin’ pic to 
close for $2,500, Last week “Texans’ 
(Par) and ‘Professor Beware’ (Par), 
five days only, fair $1,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 36- 
35-40)—‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ 
(WB) and ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 
(WB). Registered well for $5,000. 
Last week ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and 
Eas Storm’ (U) closed for $4,490, 
okay. 


‘Citadel’ 236, Durbin 
H.0. $18,000, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Nov. 29. 

Top flight films are drawing 
crowds to the downtown sector de- 
spite avalanche of snow which hit 
this area over weekend. Best biz 
at Loew’s Metropolitan, where ‘Cita- 
del’ is playing to almost capacity at 
all performances. ‘That Certain 
Age’ at RKO Albee is doing profit- 
ably. Fabian Paramount holding 
‘Men with Wings’ second week will 
also come through nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Certain 
Age’ (U) and ‘Man Remember’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Spiendid combo 
heading for nifty $18,000. Last week 
same figure. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Hard to Get’ 
(WB) and ‘Five of Kind’ (20th). Sat- 
isfactory $14,000. Last week ‘Girls’ 
School’ (Col) and ‘Torchy Man’ 
(WB), mild $13,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Citadel’ (M-G) 
and ‘Vacation from Love’ (M-G). Off 











to grand start, and will cop glorious 





Mls. Storms No Hindrance to ‘Can't 


Take It, Big $12,000; ‘Sonata’ $3,000 





Minneapolis, Nov. 29. 

Orpheum is running away with 
box office honors for the second 
successive week. This time ‘Can't 
Take It With You’ will turn the trick, 
landing the Singer house in first 
place. A stage show, Hal Kemp, sky- 
rocketed last week’s gross. 

Initial wintry blasts, with the tem- 
peratures near zero, is depressing the 
turnstiles, but ‘Can’t Take It’ appar- 
ently has the strength to overcome 
all handicaps and it rolls along to 
impressive heights, ‘Sisters’ is not 
building at the State after a slow 
start. A worthy performer is ‘Moon- 
light Sonata,’ which will — a 
hefty profit for the sure-seater World. 

‘Mad Miss Manton’ and ‘Listen 
Darling’ are iia oy but Elaine 
Barrymore’s ‘How to Undress,’ in its 
second week at the Time, continues 
to pull well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Arrest Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Tar- 
nished Angel’ (RKO), dual first runs. 
Satisfactory $1,300 clip for six days. 
Last week, ‘Always Trouble’ (20th) 
and ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par), dual first 
runs, split with ‘Broadway Mus- 
keteers’ (FN) and ‘Girls on Proba- 
tion’ (FN), also dual first runs, $1,- 
400, okeh. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—“Miss Manton’ (RKO). Good 
enough picture, but suffering from 
strong opposition and bad weather; 
will be lucky to reach mild $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Kildare’ (M-G), $4,000, 
disappointing for fine picture. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 


‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G). Garland- 
Bartholomew combo in the right spot 
and trade shooting above normal; 
looks like good 700. Last week, 
‘Secrets Actress’ (FN), $1,800, light. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 25- 
35-40)—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), Fine 
exploitation and advertising cam- 
paign, and building ever since, helped 
by enthusiastic word-of-mouth and 
critics’ plugs, headed for tremendous 
$12,000, will run two weeks here. 
Last week, ‘I Am Law’ (Col) and 
Hal Kemp and other acts on stage, 
$19,000, tremendous. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
—‘Sisters’ (WB). Nothing but praise 
for this one but poor at b.o., $5,000. 
Last week, ‘If Were King’ (Par), 
$9,000, good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 25)—‘Strange 
Adventures’ (Indie) (2d week). 
Triple thrill show, with Elaine 
Barrymore ‘Undressing’ short played 
up sensationally, delivering in big 
way at box office. Fine $900 in pros- 
pect after strong. $1,800 first week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Too 
Hot Handle’ (M-G). First neighbor- 
hood showing for this strong screen 
attraction, good $3,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Boys Town’ (M-G), $3,300, 
very big. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Moonlight Sonata’ (Indie). Just 
what the doctor ordered for this 
house that caters to the carriage 
trade; should have long run; big 
$3.600 in the cards. Last week, ‘Cer- 
tain Age’ ( U) (4th week), $1,200 for 
six days all right considering heavy 
takings first three weeks. 
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‘Angels’ 206, ‘Cowboy’ $1350, 


—————— 


Earle 21,6; Philly Frozen Out 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week..........$1,623,700 
(Based on 24 cities, 165 thea- 
tres, chtefly first runs, including 
| oe 





Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 24 cities, 170 theatres) 











$23,000. Last week ‘Storm’ (U) and 
‘Drums’ (UA) fine $17,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) and ‘Night Hawk’ 
(Rep) (2d wk). Okay $17,500. Last 
week $21,000, good. 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Gangster’s 
Boy’ (Mono) and vaude featuring 
Molly Picon and Hal Leroy, plus jjit- 
terbug contest on stage. Paced for 
okay $11,000. Last week ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U) and vaude, good $13,000. 


Citadel’- Blondie’ 
Sweet $35,500 In 


Two Hub Houses 


Boston, Nov. 29. 

Everybody’s happy this week, 
although the weekend snowstorm 
slowed down the wickets tempo- 
rarily. ‘Citadel’ and ‘Blondie,’ 
dualled at the Loew stands, might 
have pressed for new records, but 
the storm prevented it. 

‘Drums’ on double bill at the 
Memorial is strong enough to indi- 
cate a holdover; and ‘Angels with 
Dirty Faces’ on dual program at the 
Metropolitan is another highlight 
here. ; 

Some reliable indications that big- 
time vaude may return after the 
holidays to the Keith-Boston. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fen (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Suez’ (20th) and “Torchy Man’ (WB) 
(2d run). Medium $5,000 gait. Last 
week ‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and ‘Illegal 
Traffic’ (Par), $6,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U), dual, plus ‘Ferdinand 
the Bull.’ After a hefty advance 
boost by the press department, at- 
tracting very good $19,000, and 
slated for holdover. Last week ‘In 
Society’ (U) and ‘Annabel’ (RKO) 
skidded to $12,300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) —‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ 
(WB) and ‘Down on Farm’ (20th). 
Good combo, taking around $19,500. 
Last week ‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Gang- 
ster’s Boy’ (Mono), medium $16,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col). Socko duo reaping big $21,- 
000. Probable holdover. Last week 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Listen 
as (M-G) (2d wk), okay $14,- 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 








40-55) —‘Suez’ (20th) and ‘“Torchy 
Man’ (WB) (2d run). Fair $7,500 in 
store. Last week ‘Hard to Get’ 


(WB) and ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par), sate 
isfactory $8,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Hard to Get’ (WB) and ‘Illegal 
Traffic’ (Par) (2d run). Aiming for 
fair $5,800. Last week ‘Brother Rat’ 
(WB) and ‘Five of Kind’ (20th) (2d 
run), good $6,700. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Citadel’ (M-G) and_ ‘Blondie’ 
(Col). Very good $15,500 possible. 
Last week ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G), holdover, 
okay $9,500. 


KING’ $9,200, ‘HOUR’ 
DUAL 736, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Nov. 29. 

Most first runs hit the jackpot dur- 
ing the Thanksgiving stanza. ‘Shin- 
ing Hour’ at Fifth, ‘If I Were King’ 
at Paramount and ‘Around the Cor- 
ner’ at the Orpheum are the major 
new bills, with ‘Drums’ in a healthy 
holdover at the Liberty. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42 )—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) 
and ‘Touchdown, Army’ (Par). 
Brought over after two weeks at the 
Fifth Avenue, and heading for big 
$3,600. Last week, ‘Suez’ (20th) nice 
enough at $2,200. 

Coliseum (Ha mrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Booloo’ (Par). Holding nine 
days toward fine $3,500. Last week, 
‘Hold That Co-Ed’ (20th) and ‘Sing, 
You Sinners’ (Par) $3,100, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Mars Attacks World’ (U) and ‘Miss- 











ing Guest’ (U). Timely punch help- 
ing toward great $2,900. Last week, 





Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Week-end to which all the de 
luxers look as the one time they’)! 
do certain business, cruelly smashed 
all b. o. hopes with two blizzards, 
one right after the other, producing 
more snow than Philly ever has seen 
in November. 

Despite the weather, biz at a cou- 
ple houses, aided by powerful prod- 
uct, was well above normal. Sock- 
eroo gross being hung up by ‘Angels 
with Dirty Faces’ at the Fox, gar- 
nering $20,000. Got near record- 
cracking $7,000 on Thanksgiving 
Day alone. Probably good for at 
least two more weeks. Not quite so 
strong, but nevertheless well above 
par is ‘Cowboy and the Lady’ at the 
Aldine. Excelient $13,500 and no 
doubt another lap in store. 

Vaudfilm Earle likewise mushed 
through the snow in a creditable 
manner with $21,500 for ‘Thanks for 
the Memory’ plus Jan Savitt orch, 
Eric Blore and Ethel Shutta on the 
stage. Floperoo of the week is ‘Sub- 
marine Patrol’ at the Stanley, get- 
ting less than $11,000. No doubt will 
be better in the nabes with heavier 
male and kid trade. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75 )-— 
‘Cowboy and the Lady’ (M-G). Bliz- 
zard knocked the top off this, but 
nevertheless nicely profitable at $13,- 
500. Fairly certain of another round. 
Last week ‘Young Heart’ (UA) (2d 
wk) turned in a measly $7,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75 )— 
‘If King’ (Par) (2d wk). Clicked 
nicely in its opening sesh with $16.,- 
600, but failed to ride the storm in 
its second lap around, and off badly 
to $8,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68 ) 
-——‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par) with 
Jan Savitt Orch, Eric Blore and 
Ethel Shutta on stage. Doing sur- 
prisingly well on a medium-sized 
nut and punk weather at $21,500. 
Last week ‘Service de Luxe’ (U), 
with Roger Pryor band and Dick 


Foran, p. a.’ing, off somewhat at 
$19,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68475)— 
‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB). 


Strong advertising, ballyhoo and re- 
views rebounding neatly to better 
than $20,000. Good for one, prob- 
ably two, more sessions. Last week 
‘Around Corner’ (20th) failed to 
heave into sight with sad $10,600. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; $7-42-57-68) 
—Around the Corner’ (20th) (2d 
run). Weak $3,800. Last week ‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) (3d run) just on the 
borderline at $3,900 after a week and 
five days at the Stanley. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68) 
—Young Heart’ (UA) (2d run). Just 
satisfactory at under $4,500 follow- 
ing two weeks at the Aldine. Last 
week ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) (2d run), 
_— $5,700 after two weeks at the 

Ox. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Despite 
good notices couldn’t get anything. 
Bogged badly at below $11,000, Last 
week ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G), n.s.h, 
$14,800. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par). At $4,500 off 
just about what the weather would 
wecount for. Last week ‘Dr, Kildare’ 
{M-G) apparently an unusual choice 
for this bang-bang spot, weak $4,700. 





‘Great White Trail’ (GN) and ‘Mys- 
tery Horse’ (Col), dual split with 
‘Santa Fe Stampede’ (Rep) and ‘Who 
Killed Gail Preston’ (Col), dual, 
moderate $1,900. 

Fifth Avenue  (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42) — ‘Shining 
Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Road Demon 
(20th). Oke campaign and paced at 
$7,500, big. Last week, ‘Stablemates 
(M-G) and “Touchdown, Army’ (Par) 
(2d wk) held too long for this house, 
although good enough for moveover, 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Drums’ (U) (2d wk). Again big at 
$5,000, and holding for third session. 
Last week, same film, dandy $8,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42) — ‘Submarine Patrol 
(20th) and ‘Swing Cheer’ (U). Ex- 
tending run here from Paramount. 
Paced at $3,200, *ood. Last week, 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) (3d wk) good 
at $2,600. 

Orpheum (Hamric k-Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42) — ‘Around Corner 
(20th) and ‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO). 
Mostly matinee draw, but medium 
$4,600 in sight. Last week, ‘Citadel 
(M-G) and ‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G) 
(2d wk) $3,900, okay. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42)—‘Flight Into Nowhere’ (Col) 
and ‘I Stand Accused’ (Rep) retitled 
‘Kid Mouthpiece’ for local consump- 
tion, plus vaude. Strong $5,500 gait. 
Last week, ‘Prairie Moon’ (Rep) and 
‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono), plus vaude, okay 
$4,400. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergree”) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘If King’ (Par). 
Looks like immense $9,200. Last 
week, ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
Swing Cheer’ (U), $7,000, big. 

velt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Give Me 
Sailor’ (Par). ‘Fine $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Gangs 





of New York’ (Rep) $2,200, okay. 
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Chicago, Nov, 29. 

Loop is in excellent shape again 
this week, with the single exception 
of the Palace where Dizzy Dean and 
Bob Elson, baseball tosser and 
spieler, are not managing to talk 
anybody into dropping some coin at 
the front gate. Strictly freak book- 


_ing is causing box-office anemia and 


the picture is not aiding the situa- 
tion. f 

Otherwise business is pumping, 
particularly at the big Chicago where 
‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ is crowd- 
ing ’em. Tough guy film is almost 
up to the mark of the early Cagney 
siug flickers. Will shoot the take far 
above previous week and head into 
high territory. : ; 

Other screen fare which is getting 
considerable notice from exhibitors 
in this territory is the Paderewski 
piece, ‘Moonlight Sonata’ in the 
Playhouse. Picture has caught on 
sharply and is now in its seventh 
week in this tiny house. Has been 
running around $5,000 for each stanza 
which is beaucoup coin on the right 
side of the ledger. Indications are 
that it will break previous 26-week 
run record of ‘Ecstasy’ in this spot. 

Oriental is. establishing itself 
rapidly under the new Jones, Linick 
& Schaefer banner and is currently 
riding on the crest again to a healthy 
gross, strictly on the combination 

licy at a low tariff. Shirley 

emple is doing a fair enough ses- 
sion in the smallish Apollo with 
‘Around the Corner.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
Around Corner’ (20th). With 
$5,000 in the offing, it’s an all right 
showing. Last week, ‘Suez’ (20th) 
mgt $5,300 for its third week in 
oop. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB) and 
Clyde Lucas orchestra on _ stage. 
Booming at the front gate to the 
happy melody of $39,000. Last week, 
‘Men Wings’ (Par) faded towards 
the finish, but tallied up to satisfac- 
tory $31,600. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65) — 
‘Men Wings’ (Par). Moved here 
from Chicago and looks for possible 
$4,500, mild. Last week, doubling of 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) and ‘Mysteri- 
ous Moto’ (20th)-was satisfactory at 
$5,500. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Road to Reno’ (U) and vaude. 
Combo policy is clicking here, and 
currently heading toward fine $18,- 
000. Last week, opener, was zippy, 
finishing strongly to excellent $20,100 
with ‘Vacation from Love’ (M-G). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Hard to Get’ (WB) and vaude. 
Dizzy Dean and Bob Elson headlin- 
ing. Call out the towel reserves, boy, 
the weeps have got ’em. Nose-dive 
on the Seashalt item and into the 
cellar at heartbreaking $12,000. Last 
week, Milton Berle on stage zoomed 
house to powerful $25,400 with 
‘Tough Guys’ (U). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Submarine Patrol’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Will get around $7,500, fair 
enough, after okay initial session at 
$14,100. ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) due to 
replace shortly. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Disney’s ‘Ferdinand’ 
(RKO) getting plenty of billing and 
unquestionably adding to the gross, 
which is fine here. Better than 
$13,000 this week, plenty merry, 
after excellent $16,100 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,300; 25-35-40) 
—'‘Cipher’ (GN) and ‘Forbidden Ter- 
ritory’ (Hoffberg). Just a fair combo 
that will be under usual take here 
at $3,200 for the session. Last week, 
“Mars’ (U) plus ‘Bengal’ (Rep) big 
$6,600. 


‘COWBOY’ 106, BUFF. 
ISN’T COMPLAINING 


Buffalo, Nov. 29. 

Current grosses are leveling out, 
although the general average is sub- 
stantially above normal. 

Eestimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). Not showing 
any particular strength: at around 
12,000. Last week ‘Stablemates’ 
(M-G) and Wences in person got up 
to satisfactory $13,500. 
‘ Century ,Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
Submarine Patrol’ (20th). Fine 
$8,000. Last week ‘Young Doctor 
Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Annabel’ (RKO) 
okay at nice $7,000. 
_~Ureat Lakes (Shea) (3,00; 30-50)— 
Cowboy and Lady’ (UA). Drawing 
despite indifferent reviews and paced 
for neat $10,000. Last week, ‘Great 








Waltz’ (M-G) came up for good fin- | 


ish and closed well at over $9,000. 

«Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 24-40)— 
Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d run). Okay 
$7,000 in sight. Last week ‘Suez’ 
(20th) (2d run), failed to show much 











strength for five days going to onl 
4300 going y 


Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) and ‘Last 
Express’ (U). Aiming for very good 
$10,000. Last week ‘Service de Luxe’ 
(U) and ‘Freshman Year’ (U) low 
for the month, but still okay at 
$7,000, 


‘ANGELS’ ANGELIC 136, 
CINCY; ‘HOUR’ NSG 106 


Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 

Pic biz by and iarge on the up this 
week, despite burg’s first cold snap 
of the season. Current b. o. topper 
is ‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ at the 
Palace, which is several G’s ahead 
of the Albee’s ‘Shining Hour.’ Lyric 
is enjoying a black feast on ‘Blendie.’ 
Keith’s is fetching fair returns on 
‘Mad Miss Manton.’ 

In second week of vaudfilm, .the 
Shubert is doing okay with ‘Listen 
Darling’ and Count Berni Vici’s unit. 
Latter is big lettering Schlepperman, 
lately on Jack Benny’s radio show. 

Estimates for This ek 

Albee (RKO) ~~ (3,36 35-42 ))— 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). S_.y $10,000. 
Same last week on ‘If King’ (Par). 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) (2d run). Very 
good $6,500. Last week, ‘My Heart’ 
(UA) (2d run), fair $5,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Man from Music Mountain’ (Rep), 
‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par), ‘Sons of Le- 
gion’ (Par), singly. Fair $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Girls on Probatjon’ (WB), and 
‘Sharpshooters’ (20th), split, average 
$2,200. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Dr. 
Kildare’ (M-G) (2d run). Mild 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Great Waltz’ 
(M-G) (3d run), okay $2,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Miss Manton’ (RKO). Normal $4,500. 
Ditto last week with ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
(M-G). 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Blon- 
die’ (Col). Excellent $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Men Wings’ (Par) (2d run), 
poor $3,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘An- 
gels with Dirty Faces’ (WB). Very 
good $13,000. Same last week on 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB). 

Shubert (RKO) (2 150; 35-40-60)— 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) and Count 
Berni Vici’s unit with Schlepperman, 
comic dialectician, featured. Okay 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Affairs of Anna- 
bel’ (RKO) and Clyde McCoy and 
Don Bestor orchestras heading stage 
ty first week of vaudfilm, good 


‘ANGELS’ - VAUDE 
0G, HEART 
186, DC. 


Washington, Nov. 29. 

Record Indian summer collapsed 
Thanksgiving Day with heavy snow 
and siege of bitter cold. Resultantly, 
both last and this week’s takes are 
10% off due to weather. 

‘Angels with Dirty Faces,’ at Earle, 
is leading the town with big gross 
despite snow. ‘There Goes My Heart,’ 
at Capitol, is next, and ‘Great Waltz,’ 
at the Palace, is third. 

Estimates for This Week . 

Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Goes My Heart’ (UA) and vaude. 
Pic only draw and getting passable 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Shining Hour’ 
(M-G) missed expected holiday biz 
and dropped to average $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Around Corner’ (20th) (2d run). 
Back downtown after nice stay at 
Capitol and should get solid $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Suez’ (20th) (2d run), 
acceptable $4,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB) and 
vaude. Big bally, nice reviews and 
good word-of-mouth on pic and revue 
leading town with big $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Sisters’ (WB) took licking on 
holiday to drop to average $16,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 35-55)— 
‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO). Disney’s 
‘Ferdinand,’ and ‘March of Time’ 
given equal billing in ads and big- 
gest play in the reviews. Shorts will 
carry week to satisfactory $6.500. 
Last week. ‘Service de Luxe’ (RKO) 
passable $4.500, six days. 

















Met (WB) (1.600; 25-40)—'Girls 
School’ (Col). First run in spot that 
has been specializing in repeats 


headed into fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) (2d run) in sec- 
ond week of repeat $3,700, okay. — 
Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55)— 
‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). 
500. Last week, ‘If King’ (Par) (2d 
week) dropped to $7,000 for six days. 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 1 


Astor —‘ Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (16th week). 

Capitel — ‘The Great Waltz’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Spring Madness’ 
(MG). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 16) 

Globe—‘Sharpshooter’ (20th). 

Music Hall—‘Cowboy and the 
Lady’ (UA) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Say It in French’ 
(Par) (30). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rialto—‘Shadows Ove~ Shang- 
hai’ (GN) (30). 

Rivoli—‘Up the River’ (20th). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 9) 

Roxy—‘Just Around the Cor- 
ner’ (20th). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 2) 

Strand — ‘Angelis with Dirty 
Faces’ (WB) (2d wk). 

Week of Dec. 8 

Capitel — ‘Out West with the 
Hardy’s’ (MG). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, Nov. 23) 

Criterion—‘Storm Over Ben- 
gal’ (Rep). 

Paramount—‘Artists and Mo- 
dels Abroad’ (Par) (7). 

Rialte — ‘Last Warning’ (U) 
(7). 

Rivoli—‘Up the River (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Thanks for 
thing’ (20th) (9th). 

Strand — ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ (WB) (3d wk). 


Balto B.0.s Buried 
Under Snow; ‘Hardys’ 
Thaws Out OK 166 


Baltimore, Nov. 29. 

Anticipated big holiday doings took 
it on the chin here with the worst 
November snow in 68 years reaching 
its height Thanksgiving day. 

‘Out West with the Hardys’ getting 
bulk of the play at Loew’s Century. 
Some interest in ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ at the Stanley, but having dif- 
ficulty getting into the right groove. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55) —‘Out West with Hardys’ 
(M-G). Leading town with a healthy 
$16,000. Farewell appearances of 
D’Artega, heading stage flash, given 
some added bally. Last week ‘Shin- 
ing Hour’ (M-G) got some mild in- 
terest to $8,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ 
(RKO) plus Disney’s ‘Ferdinand the 
Bull’ and Major Bowes stage unit. 
Slow coming out of doldrums with 
possible $11,000 the count. Last week, 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO) and Happy 
Felton built nicely to $12,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—If King’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Holding in fairish style to $7,- 
500, after good opener to $10,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55 )—‘Around Corner’ (20th). Rather 
mild $4,500. Last week, second of 
‘Submarine Patrol’ added a so-so $3,- 
200 to opening $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB). 
Not really getting under way because 
of weather, Will garner a fairish $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Men Wings’ (Par) 
fell down on its second week to bare 
$3,300 after chalking up a nice $12,- 
200 for its opener. 


Every- 

















Despite the Storms, B'way Biz Chive 
‘Cowboy’ Punchy 1056, ‘Angels’-Lewis 
Wing to $50,000, ‘Waltz’ Glides OK 336 





Thanksgiving’s snowstorm and un- 
seasonable cold was something the 
managerial docter didn’t order, but 
in spite of it, the grosses are highly 
respectable where attractions are on 
display. No matter what the 


weather may be or what other alibis 
| are propounded, if the pictures have 
|any value at all, they draw busi- 


ness*just the same. However, this 
week’s total at the Broadway box 
offices would be higher had not Tur- 
key Day brought a blizzard. 

The matinees Thursday (24) were 
terrific but at night, it was estimated, 
the snow cost most theatres from 
30-50% in business. Result was that 
matinee take in most cases doubled 
the receipts from 6 p. m. on. Fri- 
day (25) was under normal also but 
the weekend was generally good, 
with result that grosses maintain a 
healthy position. 

Top business is being done by 
‘Cowboy and Lady,’ at the Music 
Hall; ‘Angels with Dirty Faces,’ with 
Ted Lewis, at the Strand, and ‘Great 
Waltz,’ at the Capitol, followed by 
better than average gates for two 
lesser first-runs. 

‘Cowboy’ has a chance to elbow up 
to $105,000, great, and holds over, 
while the Cagney picture at the 
Strand, stanchioned by a strong 
stage show, may hit $50,000 or close. 
This will be the highest for the 
Strand since it started pit shows this 
season. Also holds. Although it did 
not get good notices, ‘Waltz’ will 
end comfortably in the profit column 
with about $33,000 and also sticks a 
second session. 

Two secondary first-run entries 
that are running to good form are 
‘Listen, Darling,’ which will top $8,- 
000 at the Criterion, and ‘Crime 
Takes a Holiday,’ a Globe business- 
getter at $9,000. ‘Crime’ may be 
held over on this pace, best in long 
time here. 

Second-run State, with ‘If I Were 
King’ and Jack Denny orchestra, 
could be better but okay at $20,000 
or bit over. Holdovers of ‘Sub Pa- 
trol’ at Roxy and ‘Arkansas Trav-~ 
eler,’ plus Larry Clinton, at the Par 
(latter washing up last night Tues- 
day), don’t go into the record as 
raves, either, but both are entered 
for satisfactory profit. Roxy will get 
about $30,000, while Par finished at 
$31,000. 

Creepers are ‘Law West of Tomb- 
stone’ at $5,700 on 6% days endin 
last night (Tues.) at the Rialto, an 
‘Little Touzh Guys in Society’ on its 
second (final) week at the Rivoli, 
where only about $4,000 is indicated 
for it. 

Rialto opens ‘Shadows Over Shang- 
hai’ today (Wed.), while Riv obtained 
a picture from 20th-Fox, ‘Up the 
River,’ for Friday (2) opening. Par’s 
new show today (%Wed.) in for only 
one week, is ‘Say i: in #rench’ and 
Count Basie. Sid Luckman and 
other football players on the Colum- 
bia team are taking a bow here to- 
morroW night (Thurs.). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (16th week). 
Closing date, set for Sunday (27), 
changed again and now indefinite 
but may be this psy Sunday (4), 
with ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) at pop 
prices slated to follow. Last wee 
(15th) ‘Antoinette’ got $4,400, which, 
it is claimed, pays its expenses this 





far down on the run. 
Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 





Thanksgiving’s a Turkey in Cleve.; 


But ‘Out West’ 176, ‘Angels’ 146 





Cleveland, Sept. 29. 
It was a turkey week in more than 
one sense for three houses that tried 
to build up family trade by getting 
strictly matinee products. Not-so- 
strong bills are taking a _ lacing 
nights, when out-of-school youngsters 
go to bed, and two days of slushy 
storms kept a lot of drivers home. 
‘Out West with Hardys’ is the best 
all-around investment, doing a Ho- 
race Greeley for the State that will 
count up to $17,000. Palace’s combo 
of Ben Blue’s unit and ‘Just Around 
the Corner,’ isn’t pulling house over 
the red line. Will be pushed into 
third place by Hipp’s energetic ‘An- 
gels.’ 


After two sad days with ‘Peck’s | 
Bad Boy,’ Allen rushed in ‘Annabel’ | 


but it isn’t doing much better. 

Estimates for This Week 
Alien (RKO) (3,500; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Annabel’ (RKO). Listless comedy 
with same results if it lasts a week; 





Average $15.-| and miserable $500. Last 


Boy’ (RKO) yanked after two days 
week, 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55) — ‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ 
(WB). Three magnetic names on the 


along nicely for $14,000, satisfactory. 
Last week ‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) 
skidded on the ice for a fall that 
hurt, $9,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
| 65)—‘Around Corner’ (20th) and Ben 
Blue topping vaude. Shirley Temple 
getting them during matinees, but 
the evening session: just bring loud 
groans, despite okay stage bill. Will 
be an agreeable surprise if $13,000 
is maintained. Last week, ‘Girls’ 
School’ (RKO) plus Gypsy Rose Lee 
pe was shaken down to $12,000, 
alr. 

State (Loew’s (3,450: 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Out West with Hardys’ (M-G). A 
holiday natural, climbing steadily at 
all performances to $17,000, fine. 
‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) last week was 
only fair $10,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 





not more than $3,100. ‘Peck’s Bad | 55)—‘Shining Hour’ (M-G). Carted 


| over from the State and limnving 


| along to $4,000. Last week, ‘Great 


‘Brother Rat’ (WB) on a shift from) Waltz’ (M-G) also on an h.o. had 


Hipp copped $4,000, average. 


‘Great Waltz’ (M-G). Hurt by 
weather and reviews but strong 
enough on draught to get about $33,- 
000 the first week, good profit, and 
holds. Last week, third for ‘Cita-~ 
del’ (M-G), $19,000, o. k. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Listen, 
Darling’ (M-G). This is second 
Metro first-run in here and doing 
much better than average, looking 
over $8,000. Last week, ‘Illegal 
Traffic’ (Par) floundered, $6,500. 
Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Crime 
Takes Holiday’ (Col). Racing smart- 
ly for a likely $9,000, very good, and 
may be retained second week. in 
ahead, ‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono) slowed to 
$7,500 but quite all right. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Certain 
Age’ (20th) and ‘Man to Remember’ 
(RKO), both 2d run, twinned. In 
for eight days and good at probable 
$9,500. Six-day run ahead of ‘Sisters’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Torchy Gets 
Man’ (WB) (ist run), only $6,000, 
weak, 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— 
‘Say It in French’ (Par) and Count 
Basie, Buck and Bubbles, others, 
opens here this morning (Wed.), fol- 
lowing two weeks of ‘Ark Traveler’ 
(Par) and Larry Clinton, first of 
which was $37,000, second $31,000. 
This isn’t big but it adds to fair 
profit. 

Radio City Music Hali (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ 
(UA) and stage show. Money is 
coming in on this one in hunks, 
chance being good for $105,000, ex- 
cellent. Holds over. Last week, ‘60 
Glorious Years’ (RKO), $50,000, poor. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—Shadows 
Over Shanghai’ (GN). Opens here 
today (Wed.), after 6% days of ‘Law 
West of Tombstone’ (RKO) at $5,700, 
just so-so. Ahead of that ‘Exposed 
(U) on five days slightly over $5,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-86)—"Tough 
Guys in Society’ (U) (2d-final week). 
A >. o. horror here, looking $4,000 
tops this week (2d) after first of 
$6,000. House has ‘Up the River’ 
(20th) for opening Friday (2). 
Principal difficulty has been find- 
ing product worthy of theatre and 
policy. 
Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Sub 
Patrol’ (20th) and stage show (2d- 
final week). Holding up fairly for 
$30,000 or thereabouts, after first 
week of $44,500, good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Angels 
with Dirty Faces’ (WB) and, on 
stage, Ted Lewis. Strongest show 
house has had since putting in flesh, 
may finish high in profit column at 
$50,000 or close. Holds over. Last 
week, third for ‘Rat’ (WB) and Al 
Donahue, Jane Bryan and others, 
$20,000, good. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—If I Were 
King’ (Par) (2d run) and Jack Denny 
orchestra. Business not smart but 
satisfactory at $20,000, same as scored 
last week with ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) 
and Joe Rines orch, Ella Logan, oth- 
ers. ‘King’ strongly milked on first- 
run engagement of four weeks at 
the Par across the street. 


‘Suez’ Pacing Montreal 
At 86; Lots of H.0.s 


Montreal, Nov. 29. 


Capitol out in front with ‘Suez,’ 
pacing for a good $8,000. Three 
other first-runs are repeating on b.o, 
sessions. ‘Dracula’ and ‘Franken- 
stein’ warmed-up horror at the 
Princess doing much bette. than ex- 
pected. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)—Tf 
King’ (Par) (2d wk). After very 
ont $8,500 last week should con- 
tinue with fair enough $5,000 cur- 
rently. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Suez’ (20th). Should show very 
nice $8,000, easily topping town. H.o. 
of ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) grossed nice 


“J 











marquee and oke story hitting it| $5,000 


Loew’s (CT) (2.800; 25-34-40)— 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO) and Holly- 
wood Laff Parade unit. Cannot see 
better than $5,000, n.s.g. Last week 
‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G) and Milt 
Britton band, $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (2d 
wk). Still crowding ’em in with 
outlook for $5,000 after surprising 
smash gross of $6,500 last week. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Young Heart’ (UA) and “Touchdown 
Army’ (Par) (3d wk). Still a natural 
with $3,000 in sight. Excellent $3,500 
last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘La Tragedie Imperiale’ 
(2d wk). Good chance for nice 
$1,800. Okay $2,200 last session. 

St. Denis (France-/ilm) (2,300; 20- 
34)—Prisons Sans Barreaux’ and 
‘Etes-Vous Jalouse.” Around aver- 
age, $4,000. Last week ‘Trois Artil- 
leurs en Vadrouille’ and ‘Port Ar- 





' more appeal with $4,500, nice. 
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_ (WB). Rave reviews for ‘Remember’ 
- and plenty of follow-up enthusiasm 


10 VARIETY 





Wednesday, November 30, 1938 





PICTURE GROSSES | 








Pitt Snowed Out; ‘Angels’ 19146, 
‘Heart -Flesh 116, Senator Preems 








vr 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 29. | 

Worst holiday week around here 
within the oldest settler’s memory. 
Heavy snowstorm and freezing tem- 
peratures knocked the bottom out of 
practically everything. 

Only Penn with ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ is bucking conditions success- 
fully, but it'll still wind up sevcral 
grand under expectations. New Har- 


ris house, Senator, with John Boles | 
in person and ‘Service de Luxe,’ got 
a tough break at getaway and will 
wind up plenty in the red. 

Maxine Sullivan, Dick Foran and 
Roger Pryor helping “There Goes 
My Heart’ keep Stanley’s head 
slightly above water, but ‘Little 
Tough Guys in Society’ is dying at 
the Fulton and not even raves for 
‘Man to Remember,’ on dual with 
‘Nancy Drew, Detective,’ can help 
the Warner currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
*Around Corner’ (20th). Poorest 
grosser in the entire Shirley Temple 
series. Cricks called it an also-ran 
for the moppet, but they’ve done that 
before and tiny star has still come 
through at b. o. Not this time, how- 
ever, and with weather adding an 
extra kick in the pants, will be 
lucky to grab $6,200, awful. Last 
week ‘Girls School’ (Col) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th), just fair at $5,800. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Little Tough Guys’ (U). Taking 
it on the chin along with the rest 
of them. Looks for $3,000, deep in 
the doghouse. Last week ‘Dark 
Rapture’ (U) excellent at $5,500 in 
eight days, snowstorm dropping it to 
nothing after great start. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB). 
Smash written all over this one. 
Holds for an extra day in order to 
get house back to regular Friday 
opening (2) and with the extra help- 
ing will grab around $19,500, sensa- 
tional, considering bad weather. 
Last week ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) big 
disappointment, under $12,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50) 
—‘Service de Luxe’ (U) and John 
Boles in person. Newest house in 
Senator chain getting it in the neck 
at getaway. House situated poor- 
ly and operators have a job on their 
hands re-establishing what was once 
old Aldine. Figures to stick in fu- 
ture to double-bills and, upon occa- 
sion, singles that other Harris first- 
runner downtown, Alvin, can’t use. 
Red aplenty this week at $7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
*Goes My Heart’ (UA) and Roger 
Pryor, Maxine Sullivan, Dick Foran, 
Ann Miller on stage. Headed for 
$17,000, not profitable, but under the 
circumstances _ satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and Hor- 
ace Heidt finished at $27,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Man 
Remember’ (RKO) and ‘Nancy Drew’ 





in the columns, but all of no avail. 

Looks like $3,900, if that. terrible. 

Last week ‘Citadel’ (M-G) fine at 

+ La on heels of’ smash stanza at 
enn 
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ROONEY 1214G, OMAHA 


*Angels’ Nice $8,500—Ditto for ‘Hour’ 
Dual; B.O. Oke 


Omaha, Nov. 29. 

Grosses here sky-rocketed this 
week after so-so business the previ- 
©us seven days. First-runs reported 
Thanksgiving business about 25 per 
cent ahead of last year and su- 
burbans said wickets were spinning 
a little more briskly, for a change. 

Mickey Kooney, Omaha’s No. 
‘hero since ‘Boys Town’ was filmed 
here last summer, was packing them 
at the Orpheum in ‘Out West With 
the Hardys’ for a socko $12,500. The 
theatre playing a Rooney picture in 
this man’s town couldn't do much 
better if the moppet were here in 
person. 

Brandeis, smaller first-run house, 
more than doubled house average 
with ‘Angels,’ getting $8,500. The 
Omaha was headed for the same 
gross with ‘Shining Hour’ drawing 
the too-too trade. e Paramount, a 
3,000-seater, open a month on an ex- 
perimental basis, is to shutter Wed- 
nesday (30) after n.g. grosses, 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 





berg) (950-810-650; 10-25)—‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col), split with ‘Crime 
Takes Holiday’ (Col), ‘Give Me 
Sailor’ (Par) and ‘Lady Objects’ 
(Col), tripler. Looks like $2,200, 
good. Last week, ‘Boys Town’ 
(M-G), split with ‘Sing Sinners’ 


(Par) and ‘Give Million’ (20th), dual, 
swell for $2,300. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Angels’ (WB). Should 
get $8,500, terrific, and will hold for 
second stanza. Last week, ‘Brother 
Rat’ (WB) and ‘Tarnished Angel’ 
(RKO), ‘dual, split with ‘Breaking 
Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Smashing Rackets’ 
(RKO), dual, glai to get $4,600, 


mediocre. 
Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 


| socko. 
|(WB) and ‘Five of Kind’ 


1| tional, with $7,300 in sight. 


‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Mysteri- 
ous Moto’ (20th). Aiming at $8,500, 
nice. Last week, ‘If King’ (Par) and 
‘Safety in Numbers’ (20th), $9,000, 
excellent. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Out West with Hardys’ (M-G) and 
‘Exposed’ (U). Heading for $12,500, 


‘Cowboy’ $4,500, Temple 
Dual $2,900, Lincoln 


Lincoln, Nov. 29. 
Whiz weekend, what with a 
whopper Turkey day opening and a 
big pre-Xmas parade. ‘Cowboy and 
the Lady’ bowed at the Stuart to 
good strade. Lincoln's dual, Temple 

and ‘Swing That Cheer,’ oke, too. 
Closing of houses starts shortly. 
J. H. Cooper loses the Liberty (1), 
while T. B. Noble’s string will be 








Last week, ‘Valley of Giants’ 
(20th), 
ended with $8,500, good. | 

Paramount (Blank) (3,000; 10-25- | 


40) — ‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Swing| 
Cheer’ (U). Mediocre $5,000 as 
house shutters. Last week ‘Men 
Wings’ (Par) and ‘Campus Confes- 


sions’ (Par), dual, moveover from 
Omaha for second week, split with 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and ‘Strange 
Faces’ (U), dual, $4,500, n.g. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Law of Texans’ (Col), ‘Crime 
Ring’ (RKO) and ‘Kentucky Home’ 
(Mon), first-run tripler, split with 


‘Crime Takes Holiday’ (Col), first 
run, ‘Missing Guest’ (U) and ‘Sing 
Sinners’ (Par), tripler. Headed for 


$1,500, good. Last week, ‘Come on 
Rangers’ (Rep), ‘Reformatory’ (Col) 
and ‘Bordertown’  (RKO-reissue), 
first-run tripler, split with ‘Pride of 
West’ (Par), ‘County Fair’ (Mon), 
first-runs, and ‘Daughters’ (WB), 
tripler, $2,200, excellent, helped by 
Roy Rogers’ p.a. 


Hardy’ $18,500, 


‘Angels’ Sock 106, 
All of K. C. Big 


Kansas City, Nov. 29. 

Holiday and good weather gave all 
houses a head start, and biz held a 
strong pace all week. Midland and 
Orpheum having a large session, 
both seeing figures among their very 
best, Hardy family being the reason 
at Loew’s and ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ responsible for the Orph’s 
success. 

Newman has a holdover in prog- 
ress, ‘Men with Wings’ carrying right 
along to a strong second week after 
nudging the house’s limits in its first 
stanza. 

Annual auto show opened in the 
municipal auditorium with an at- 
tendance of over 15,000 Saturday. 
Admission is 40c per person. Show 
offers an amateur contest as enter- 
tainment and adds a strong competi- 
tive attraction to theatres for the 
week. 

Fox Mid-West’s Tower is currently 
using a Paramount release of 
‘Campus Confessions,’ giving an idea 
of the product scramble among first 


runners here. Bernie Cummins band 
on the stage is showing about aver- 


age draw. 

Vogue theatre, which reopened a 
week ago with a policy of foreign 
films only, continues its showing of 
‘Mayerling’ into its second week, and 
easily appears set for a third week 
to come. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820; 1,200; 10-25-40)—‘Sub- 
marine Patrol’ (20th). Brought in 
day and date on Wednesday, day 
early. Looks to hold eight days, as 
biz is substantial, though not — 

ast 
week ‘Dark Rapture’ (20th) in both 
houses was cut to six days as re- 
turns faded to $4,800 combined, poor, 
and figured not the type for these 
houses. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—Out West with Hardys’ (M-G) 
and ‘Adventure in Sahara’ (Col). 
Biz bullish from start and may hit 
$18,500, virtual tops for this house. 
Last week ‘Shining Hour’ (M-G) 
and ‘Blondie’ (Col) doubled for a 
strong take of $18,000, best in six 
months. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Men Wings’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Currently looks good for $6,000, 
which, added to first week’s $11,000, 
makes a peak total. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,400; 10-25-40) 
— Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB). 
Clicked from the start and will come 
in at $10,000 for the week, with a 
holdover certain. Best figure since 
house was reopened in September. 
Last week ‘Magnificent Obsession’ 
(U) and ‘All Quiet’ (U) garnered 
$4,800, fair. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050: 10- 
25-35-55) — ‘Campus Confessions’ 
(Par) with Bernie Cummins’ band 
on stage. Drawing power about 
evenly split here, and gross of $11,- 
000 for eight days satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Five of Kind’ (20th) with 
‘Boystown’ unit of 70 youngsters on 
the stage showed only fair drawing 











lessened by one (Kiva) about the 
same time. Orph remodelling seems 
like a myth, having week-to-weeked 
from the original closing date (Nov. 
1) until the promise now is for Dec. 
11, but that’s not definite. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
10-15)—‘Gold Mine’ (Rep) and ‘Night 
Hawk’ (Rep) split with ‘Overland 
Stage Raiders’ (Rep) and ‘Crime 
Over London’ (GB). Fair, $800, Last 
week ‘Rollin’ Plains’ (GN) and 
‘Amateur Crook’ (Cap) split .with 
‘Billy the Kid Returns’ (Rep). Lat- 
ter opening with a p.a. by Roy 
Rogers, $1,400, fine. 

Kiva (NTI-Noble) (440; 10-15-25) 
—Drums’ (UA). Brought over from 
the Varsity, but held here for no 
apparent reason. Slim $500, Last 
week ‘Brother Rat’ (WB), h.o. from 
Varsity, all right, $1,000. 

Liberty (LTC-Cooper) (1,200; 10- 
15)—‘Arrest Bulldog’ (Par) and 
‘Prairie Justice’ (U) split with ‘Sharp 
Shooters’ (20th) and ‘Sons of Legion’ 
(Par). Light $800 in prospect. Last 
week ‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) split with ‘Rose Rio Grand’ 
(Mono) and ‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par), 
very good, $1,200. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
15-25-35)—‘Around Corner’ (20th) 
and ‘Swing Cheer’ (U). Pretty good, 
$2,900. Last week ‘Straight, Place’ 
(20th) and ‘Always Trouble’ (20th) 
2,700. 

’ Orpheum (LTC-Cooper) (1,350; 10- 


20-25)—If King’ (Par), (2d _ wk), 
splitti with ‘Five of Kind’ (20th). 
Generally slow, $900. Last week 
‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and ‘Listen 


Darling’ (M-G), fair $900. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
40)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA). Do- 
ing very fine biz, toward $4,500, Last 
week ‘If King’ (Par) got a bare 


$3,200. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—‘Down in Arkansas’ (Rep) and 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col). Pace gee A 
slow ee, to get $1,700. Last wee 


‘Drums’ (UA), tepid $1,800. 


COLMAN DUAL 
$7,000, L'VILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 29. 

First-rate attractions and cold 
weather are pips ’em in at the film 
houses, all of which had Thanksgiv- 
ing Day openings, and as a conse- 
quence will have eight days to amass 
sizeable grosses. Pic houses vied with 
the traditional high school game be- 
tween Male and Manual boys schools, 
and hefty biz at night shows. 

‘Out West with the Hardys’ on a 
dual at Loew’s State heads the week’s 
openers, and word-of-mouth is build- 
ing it to where it will be comparable 
with ‘Love Finds Andy Hardy.’ ‘If 
I Were King’ also dualed at the Rial- 
to, is pushing along strongly for sec- 
ond honors, and is making a de- 
cidedly profitable showing. ‘Angels 
with Dirty Faces’ at the Mary An- 
derson off to a flying start, and indi- 
cations are for a neat profit on the 
week, and h.o. in prospect. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s- Fourth Ave.) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Shining Hour’ 
(M-G) and ‘Blondie’ (Col). Winning 
combo shifted here from Loew’s 
State, and hitting along at a nice 
pace, around $2,600, okay. Last week, 
‘Citadel’ (M-G) and ‘Girl’s School’ 
(Col), rounded out fair $1,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
a Star’ (20th) and ‘Hold Co- 
Ed’ (26th). Biz on the upbeat with 
coming of colder weather, and cur- 
rently pointing to healthy $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB), satisfactory 
$1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Out West with MHardys’ 
(M-G) and ‘Adventure in Sahara’ 
(Col). Another Mickey Rooney tri- 
umph, and garnering plenty of fav- 
orable word-of-mouth among young 
and old. Heavy play at the wicket 
will push the take to splendid $11,000 
and probable h.o, Last week, ‘Shining 
Hour’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’ (Col), 
copned attention to tally firm $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40)—‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ 
(WB). Showing plenty of  b.o. 
strength as a single, and at the cur- 
rent rate should stand a h.o. chance. 
With help of four-day holiday spell, 
this pic is set for smash $7,000, st 
week, the third, for ‘Brother Rat,’ 
wound up with satisfactory $2,500. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—'College 
Swing’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 














power at $9,000. 


dual, split with ‘Blondes at Work’ 


‘Angels’-Darling’ Hefty $25,000 
In Frisco; Hour’- Drummond’ 14G 


—— 





(WB) and ‘Met My Love Again’ 
(UA) dual. Perking along for healthy 
returns, $1,600 indicated. Last week, 
‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife’ (Par) and 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) split with 
‘Jungle Love’ (Par) and ‘Slight Case 
of Murder’ (WB), came through for 
satisfactory $1,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—Tf King’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par), This pair got a 
healthy share of the biz in town. 
Take has $7,500 indications, and may- 
be more. Last week, ‘Around Corner’ 
(20th) and ‘Swing Cheer’ (U), plus 
‘River,’ which garnered some cljass 
trade, all summed up to okay $6,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 15-30- 
40)—Thanks for Memory’ (Par) and 
‘Illegal Traffic’ (Par). Combo shar- 
ing 1n general b.o. upbeat and holi- 
day takings, but indications are that 
biz will sag as week progresses. 
Stretching toward moderate $2,400. 
Last week, ‘Annabel’ (RKO) and 
Fs ape Angel’ (RKO), mild 

»f . 


Hardy Dual Hits 
$11,500 in Indpls.; 
Snow Socks B.0. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 29. 

Ice and snow-covered streets and 
highways accompanying the first 
cold wave of the season here slack- 
ened the pace somewhat at most of 
the box offices in the downtown sec- 
tor over the weekend. However, 
taking advantage of opening a day 
earlier than usual on Thanksgiving 
Day (24) and getting holiday prices 
to start with, ‘Out West with the 
Hardys’ zoomed the gross at Loew’s 
to strong proportions with the aid of 
‘Ferdinand the Bull’ and ‘Adventure 
in Sahara.’ 

Runner-up honors were copped by 
the vaudfilm Lyric with Herbie Kay 
and his orchestra and ‘Nancy Drew, 
Detective,’ a combination which is 
turning in a fairly good gross. Other 
first run houses are trailing along 
with slow takes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40) — ‘Walking Dead’ (WB) and 
‘White Zombie’ (Sup). Revival of 
thes2 two horror films is not meeting 
with the success that the same thea- 
tre had recently on ‘Dracula’ and 
‘Frankenstein’ dual. Current take 
will be mild at $3,200 in spite of 
moving up to holiday seeeng on 
Thursday instead of Friday. Last 
week ‘If King’ (Par) and ‘Youth 
Takes Fling’ (U) stayed only six 
days in its move-over stanza from 
_ Indiana and finished at $1,900, 


ad. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘Little Tough Guys’ (U) and 
‘Storm’ (U). Former pic given edge 
in billing, but results are poor at 
$3,700. Last week ‘Submarine Patrol’ 
(20th) and ‘Always Trouble’ (20th) 
lukewarm at $5,000, showing no 
strength until final days. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Angels with Dirty Face-’ (WB) 
and ‘Swing That Cheer’ (U) (2d wk). 
Take light at $1,700 on three days, 
house closing for rest 9f week Sun- 
day afternoon (27) after fire in ven- 
tilator shaft. Same bill last week did 
a strong $8,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-40) 
—Out West with Hardys’ (M-G) and 
‘Adventure in Sahara’ (Col). Disney 
cartoon, ‘Ferdinand,’ also iven 
strong mention in ads and is help- 
in’ the Hardy pic to $11,500 in eight 
days. May hold over for another 
week. Last week ‘Shining Hour’ 
nf and ‘Blondie’ (Col) was okay 


at $7,300. 
(Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 








Lyric 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) and Herbie Kay 
orchestra on stage. Latter given 
strong billing in campaign. Results 
are okay at $9.000. Last week 
‘Torchy Man’ (WB) and Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma band on stage did $10,000, 
satisfactory. 


TEMPLE-VAUDE 196; 
RECORD DENVER WEEK 


Denver, Nov. 29. 

Weekly averages here were dou- 
bled by the Thanksgiving holiday. 
At the Denver ‘Just Around the Cor- 
ner’ plus a stage show broke the 
Thanksgiving record, while a five- 
year record at the Paramount was 
Bey” ‘Brother Rat’ and ‘Gangster’s 








Estimates for This Week 
: Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
Young Heart’ (UA), after a week at 





the Denver. Strong $4,000, doing bet- 


> 





San Francisco, Nov. 29. 

Jimmy Cagney, who hasn’t fared 
very well at the b.o. here for sev- 
eral years, is staging a big come- 
back in ‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ 
which is going great guns at the Fox 
theatre this week. Crix went over- 
board in their praise of film. Fox 
theatre also has a strong second fea- 
ture in ‘Listen, Darling.’ 


_ Next best biz on the street is go- 
ing to the Warfield, which is show- 


ing ‘Shining Hour.’ Exhibs are 
breathing sigh of relief at departure 
of Rudy Vailee, who drew over 100,- 
000 people to auto show last week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ (WB) and 
‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G). By far the 
strongest of the new shows on the 
main stem. Jimmy Cagney stages a 
real comeback in this Warner Bros. 
toughie, which gives the Fox some 
good b.o. names this week. Great 
$25,000 in sight. Last week ‘Brother 
Rat’ (WB) and ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) 
faded to poor $14,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) with 
Tommy Kelly heading the vaude- 
ville bill. Best draw at the Gate 
this week is Walt Disney short, 
‘Ferdinand.’ Had hopes for bigger 
play from kids with this holiday bill, 
but biz looks fair $13,500. Last week 
‘Man to Remember’ (RKO) and ‘Ice 
Carnival’ on the stage tallied disap- 
pointing $12,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (2d wk). Word- 
of-mouth comment, crix and public 
reaction favorable. Second week un- 
usually strong at $15,000. Last week 
got terific $17,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—‘Submarine Patrol’ (20th) and 
‘Down on Farm’ (20). Opened on a 
Tuesday instead of Thursday, and 
picked up some extra coin. Notices 
on ‘Submarine’ were mixed, but 
can’t complain as total count will 
show $16,000 in the till. Jones Fam- 
ily series very well liked here. Last 
week (3d) did $5,000 with ‘Suez.’ 
Final stint was short two days on 
the week. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘King 
Alcatraz’ (Par). ‘Rat’ didn’t fare 
so well as legit here, and same can 
be said of film. Locale of ‘King 
Alcatraz’ a help at the b. 0. Lucky 
to get $5,000. Last week (2d) ‘Stable- 
mates’ (M-G) and ‘Road to Rome’ 
(U), $6,000, but as big as expected. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) 
(2d wk). H. o. stanza doing okay 
at $8,000. Last week fast traveling 
at $12,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—‘Shining Hour (M-G) and ‘Arrest 
Bulldog Drummond’ (Par). ‘Hour’ 
has some great marquee names in 
Crawford, Sullavan, Young, Doug- 
las and Bainter, Hit $14,000, which 
means that biz is way above aver- 
age. Last week ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G) 
and ‘Speed Demon (20th) didn’t fare 
as well as anticipated, closing to tune 
of $11,000. 





ter in proportion here than at the 
Denver. Last week ‘Sisters’ (WB), 
nice $3,750, following a week at the 
Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Young Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Miss 
Manton’ (RKO), both after a week at 
the Orpheum. Paced at lively $2,500, 
good. Last week ‘Citadel’ (M-G) 
and ‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G), fair $2,- 
000 after a week at the Orpheum. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘If King’ (Par). Beautiful $6.- 
500 to overflow audiences, and will 
hold over. Last week ‘Men Wings’ 
(Par), in its second week, did a fair 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 

‘Around Corner’ (20th), and stage 
show. Broke Thanksgiving record. 
Youngsters flock here afternoons to 
see Shirley Temple, while stage 
show pulls adults at night. Mighty 
$19,000 indicated. Last week ‘Young 
Heart’ (UA), nice $8,500, and was 
moved to the Aladdin. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Out West with Hardys’ (M-G) and 
‘Tarnished Angel’ (RKO). Another 
place where they’re standing in the 
aisles daily. Sock $12,500 indicated, 
but no holdover due to previous 
film commitments. Last week “The 
Mad Miss Manton’ (RKO) and 
‘Young Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) were 
okay at $9,000, and were moved to 
the Broadway. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Brother Rat’ (WB) and ‘Gangster’s 


Boy’ (Mono). With $7,500 in the 
strong box a five-year record is 
broken. Last week ‘Road to Reno’ 


(U) and ‘Youth Takes Fling’ ‘(U) 
strong at $4,000. ; 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Sis- 
ters’ (WB), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin; and ‘Swing 
Cheer’ (U). Nice $2,000 in sight. 


Last week ‘Suez’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Last Express’ (U) $2,000, good. 
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GUT. Expects Gov't Aid to Check 
Hoyt's Prod. Control in N. S. Wales 





Sydney, Nov. il. 

Long awaited showdown between 
Hoyts circuit and Greater Union 
Theatres chain in Australia is ex- 
pected soon. Latter is counting on 
the government stepping in and tak- 
ing a hand on Hoyt’s alleged monop- 
oly on ace product. This is expected 
to take the form of legislation in 
New South Wales which would make 
it impossible for exhibition interests 
to overstock on product to the detri- 
ment of other exhibitors. How this 
will be made effective is revealed in 
the hint that such legislation would 
void all contracts made before pass- 
age of the law. 

GUT has appealed to Stevens to 
keep the film mart open to it. Al- 
though many predicted GUT would 
not last more than three months 
when Hoyts got proponderance of 
product, GUT is holding its own, 
getting products from Universal, Re- 
public, Monogram, Cinesound, some 
Britishers plus a few Metro and Par 
features. 


Most drastic suggestion made re- | 


cently by GUT is that all pictures be 
sold on a percentage basis not ex- 
ceeding 25% of the gross. It’s said 
exhibs have had to pay as high as 

%. Other proposals submitted to 
the government are: (1) aid for home 
producers, (2) an Empire quota on a 
reciprocal basis, (3) a better deal 
for British product in this territory 
and (3) some means to prevent full 
domination of the local screen by 
foreign (U.S.) interests. 

Before the current governmental 
session ends, amended legislation 
will be tried for various layouts in 
the industry. Chief Secretary Gol- 
lan is reported to have made many 
suggestions, including registration of 
American films in New South Wales, 
registration fee for each U. S. picture 
(money to aid in local production), 
a films commission to handle indus- 
try problems, control of theatre con- 
struction and halting of unregistered 
distributors from becoming exhibi- 
tors. 


2D SELINKO NOVEL 
FILMED IN HOLLAND 


Amsterdam, Nov. 20. 

Film rights of Annemarie Selinko’s 
second novel, ‘Morgan Ist Alles Bes- 
sec’ (All Will Be Better Tomorrow’) 
was purchased by Filmex for pro- 
duction of a new Lili Bouwmeester 
vehicle in Dutch. 

Picture will be made by the same 
unit which’ recently produced 
*‘Vaderdje Langbeen’ (‘Daddy Long 
Legs’), but new company is to be 
formed because of possible conse- 
quences resulting from 20th-Fox’s 
suit against the latter film. Anne- 
marie Selinko is already working on 
the screenplay with Friedrich Zel- 
nik, who will direct. 

The same writer's first successful 
novel, ‘I Was An Ugly Girl’ (Ich 
war ein hassliches Madchen’), was 
also sold to Holland last year, but 
will be filmed in France. 











French Propaganda Set 
for N. Y. World Fair 


Paris, Nov. 22, 

Besides a collection of newsreel 
shots of France, which will be 
shown at the New ork World's fair 
next year, 10 French producers are 
planning shorts showing different 
aspects of life in the Third Republic. 
Directors and subjects so far decided 
upon are: 


Rene Clair, “The Life of a French 
Village’; Julien Duvivier, ‘Peasants 
of France’; Jacques Feyder, ‘The 
Day of a Policem™;’ Marcel I’'Her- 
bier, ‘Elegances’; Abel Gance, ‘Pro- 
file of France’; Marcel Carne, ‘Solu- 
tions Francaises’; Marc Allegret, 
‘Jeunes Filles de France’: Jean 
Benoit-Levy, ‘Enfance’; Jean Renoir, 
‘Artistes et Artisans’; Leon Poirier, 
“Heures Francises.’ 





Mex. Prod. Curtailed 
Mexico City, Nov. 29. 


Output of Mexican picture pro- 
ducers this year, up to Nov. 15, was 
32 features, 

Native production is figured at 
around 40 features for the year be- 
cause labor row halted studios’ ac- 
tivities for several weeks last sum- 
mer, 


WB Chary of Soviets 


Proposal of the Soviet Government 
agency to buy ‘Zola’ and another 
picture, ‘They Won’t Forget,’ from 
Warner Bros., stands little chance of 
going through. Price offered for two 
subjects is understood not to have 
entered into dealings, picture com- 
pany refusing to take a chance after 
a previous buy experience. 

In the other transaction seven or 
eight years ago, ‘Cabin in the Cot- 
ton’ was sought. After readying the 
production with titles and delivering 
print, man claiming to represent the 
Soviets dropped entire matter and 
has not been heard from since. 


FRENCH FILMS 








Washington, Nov. 29. } 

Mixed reports on popularity of 
American films in Greece were re- 
ceived last week by the Department 
of Commerce from the office of the 


| Amercian commercial attache at 
Athens. 
While 60% of films received for 


exhibition in Greece, between Oct. 
1,,1937, and May 31, 1938, were of 
U. S. origin, figures for 1938 show 
‘marked decline’ in American partic- 
ipation in the Greek film trade as 
compared with the previous year, 
report stated. Skid was partly at- 
tributed to the improvement in 
French production and also to the 
failure of a large number of ameri- 
can pix to ‘arouse public interest.’ 

However, ‘interest in original ver- 
sions of American feature films was 
further increased in 1938 and some 
of the leading theatres exhibited 
English-dialog films for full weeks 
with satisfactory box office returns,’ 
report added. 


Rio, S. C. Exhibs Spht 
Par Exploit Awards 


Paramount's international exploi- 
tation contest to pick the prize ex- 
hibitor in the world market has 
ended in a two-way tie. Committee 
of Hollywood judges was unable to 


decide between the domestic and 
foreign exploitation winner, and con- 
sequently the committee made up of 
Madeleine Carroll, Cecil B. DeMille 
and William LeBaron is awarding 
two silver cups. 


The champs are Castro de Ramos, 
of the Plaza, Rio de Janeiro, and 
Harold Armistad, Lyric, Easley, S. C. 


Schlesinger Scores 


Capetown, Nov. 29. 
Criticizing the business dealings of 














Schlesinger, the ‘Natal Mercury,’ 
Durban (Natal), and the publishers, 
Central News Agency, were sued for 
defamation. 


Appeal on exceptions taken by de- 
fendants was thrown out by supreme 
court, whereupon defendants pub- 
lished an apology to Schlesinger, 
withdrawing all imputations and 
paying law costs to date. 





+ §. Africa’s Pageant 


Johannesburg, Nov. 10. 

‘The Great Trek’, a pageant of 40 
episodes depicting the early history 
of the Dutch in South Africa, is set 
for Dec. 5 and 6 at Ellis Park, 
Johannesburg. 

Three thousand performers will 
take part. 





Max Milder Due in U. S. 


Max Milder, managing director of 
Warner Bros. in England, is due in 
from Europe next week. He sails 
Dec. 3. 


Milder will remain in New York 
City for about three weeks on 
business. 





UPBEAT, GREECE 


four concerns controlled by I. W.’ 
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‘Snow White’ Nixed For 
Kids Under 14 in Holland 


Amsterdam, Nov. 29. 

: ‘Snow White’ (RKO), which had 
its opening here at the Noggerath, 
and in The Hague, Metropol and 
Apollo, is forbidden for children un- 
der 14, according to censor’s decision. 

RKO’s only chance was to cut 
some of the ‘frightening’ scenes, but 
Walt Disney refused. 








Mexico Spurns 
Italian Film; 


Cuba's Nazi Nix 


Mexico City, Nov. 29. 
‘Scipio Africanus,’ Italian - pro- 
duced, seems to be definitely out 
here, with the lid clamped down by 
the Confederation of Mexican Work- 
ers, because the picture is ‘imperial- 
istic and fascist propaganda.’ 





Havana, Nov. 29. 

Local boycott is on against the 
Spanish film, ‘Carmen,’ which was 
made in Germany by Cifesa Co., for- 
mer Spanish outfit. Exhibs ezd pub- 
lic object to the Nazi origin of the 
film and see in this version of ‘Car- 
men’ considerable Germanic ideol- 
ogy, not publicly sympathized with 
in Cuba. 

The film: star Imperio Argentina 
while in Havana some time ago 
was threatened, along with her son, 
because of her reputed pro-German 
leanings. Despite public advertise- 
ments by George Naylor, prez of 
Cuban Films Distributors, and Nestor 
Lao, of National Exhibitions Union, 
that the film was produced with 
Cuban money and contains no po- 
litical propaganda, bookings have 
been cancelled. 


METRO PICTURES SET 
PACE IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Cape Town, Nov. 10. 


Three Metro films are getting the 
play here. Pictures are as follows: 

Colosseum, ‘Alf’s Button Afloat,’ 
followed by ‘Owd Bob’; Alhambra, 
‘Cocoanut Grove’ (Par); Plaza, 
‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ (M-G), fol- 
lowed by ‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G); 
Royal, ‘Firefly’ (M-G); Alelphi, 
‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par). 











Johannesburg, Nov. 10. 

Pictures playing here: 

Plaza, ‘Alcatraz Island’ (WB); 
Standard, ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB), 
followed by ‘Double or Nothing’ 
(Par); Colosseum, ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO); Metro, ‘Boys Town’ (M-G); 
Bijou, ‘Only Young Once’ (M-G). 





Durban, Nov. 10. 

The following are films playing 
Durban: 

Prince’s, ‘Romance in Dark’ (Par), 
followed by ‘Alf’s Button Afloat’; 
Criterion, ‘Land Without Music’; 
Metro, ‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (M- 
G); Playhouse, ‘The Hurricane’ 
(UA); King’s. ‘The Test Pilot’ 
(M-G); Alhambra, ‘Criminal Lawyer’ 
(RKO); 20th-Fox, ‘Dimples’ (20th), 
followed by ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). 





‘Robin Hood’ Hits Big 
B.O. in Foreign Field 


‘Robin Hood’ is the big boxoffice 
attraction for Warner Bros. in the 
foreign field at the present time, ac- 
cording to recent reports. Feature is 
said to be the biggest foreign b.o. 
film to play Cairo in recent history. 

‘Robin Hood’ is enjoying splendid 
business at the Rex theatre, Paris, 
where it had special exploitation in 
newspapers and on radio. It’s the 
initial picture to go into France on 
the new deal with the Gaumont- 
British circuit in that country. 





Dutch Colony Propaganda 


Amsterdam, Nov. 20. 

First Dutch East Indian produc- 
tion program of recently founded 
Nifilm (Nederlandsch-Indische Film 
Co.) is announced. 

Firstly, 13 color shorts will be shot, 
ordered by the Dutch minister of 
economics as a publicity stunt to 
draw world-wide attention to the 
Dutch colonies. 





Yank Cos. Take Steps to Find ls 


Elsewhere for Employees in Italy, 
Contingent on Dec. 31 Withdrawal 





Jap Title Man Scrams 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Japanese translator 





S. Shimizu, 


|for Paramount, is on his way back 


to Tokyo after completing Oriental 
titles for ‘Men With Wings,’ for dis- 
tribution in Japan, 

Under the new pact covering the 
importation of American-made pic- 
tures, all the release prints must be 
made in Japan. Bars were let down 
on ‘Men With Wings’ because Japan 
has no facilities for making Techni- 
color prints. 


SHAW PLAY IN 
LONDON DEBUT 


London, Nov. 29. 

George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Geneva,’ 
his 50th satire, opened at the Saville 
Tuesday (22), and though well re- 
ceived, showed itself to be deficient 
in dramatic construction. Play was 
first tried at Malvern Festival in 
August. H. K. Ayliff plays lead and 
assisted Shaw in direction. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ will close at His 
Majesty’s theatre Saturday (3) after 
10 months in the West End. Will be 
followed by Metro’s ‘Great Waltz’ 
film. Latter goes in for five and a 
half weeks with option, 


‘Under Your Hat,’ musical comedy, 
opened at the Palace, Thursday (24). 
It stars Jack Hulbert and Cicely 
Courtneidge. Uproariously received 
and generally praised by the press, 
but show is intrisically conventional. 
With big advance library deal, show 
looks sure for lengthy run. 


Hay Signs with GFD For 
3 Picts at $50,000 Per 


London, Nov. 29. 
Will Hay, who has been starred by 
Gaumont-British for several years, 
has signed a contract with General 
Film Distributors. 
He will make three pictures, re- 
portedly at $50,000 per. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 




















‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion— 
Nov. 6, ’36. 

‘Robert's Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, '37. 

‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, ’37. 

‘Nine Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, ’38. 

‘Wild Oats,’ Princess—April 13, ’38. 

‘Banana Ridge,’ Strand—April 27, 

‘Glorious 
May 26, ’38. 

‘Spring Meeting, Ambassador— 
May 31, ’38. 

‘Lot’s Wife,’ Savoy—June 10. 

‘The Fleet’s Lit Up,’ Hippodrome—- 
Aug. 17. 

‘George and Margaret,’ 
—Aug. 30. 

‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Aug. 31. 

‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 

‘Room for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 

‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess— 
Sept. 20. 

‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ Shaftesbury 
—Sept. 23. 

‘Bobby Get Your Gun,’ Adelphia— 
Oct. 7. 

‘When We Are Married, St. Mar- 
tin’s—Oct. 11. 

‘Quiet Wedding,” Wynham’s—Oct. 
14. 

‘Idiot's Delight,’ His Majesty’s— 
Oct. 24. 

‘They Fly by Twilight,” Aldwych— 
Oct. 27. 

‘Elisabeth of Austria,’ 
Nov. 3. 

‘Shoemaker’s Holiday,’ Playhouse— 
Nov. 4. 

‘Robust Invalid,’ Apollo—Nov. 14, 

‘Gentlemen Unknown,’ St. James— 
Nov. 16. 

‘Traitor’s Gate,’ Duke of York— 
Nov. 17. 

‘Geneva,’ Saville—Nov. 22. 

‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24. 


Morning,’ Whitehall— 


Piccadilly 


Garrick— 


American picture companies al- 
ready are trying to find new berths 
for old employees currently em- 
ployed by them in operating the ex- 
change setup in Italy, indicating 
they’re sincere about their with- 
drawal from the country by Dec. 31 
rather than operate there under the 
nationalization decree, which be- 
comes effective Jan. 1. 


Younger workers in the exchanges 
in many instances will have to re- 
main in Italy because of their obliga- 
tion to military service. But vet- 
erans, not coming under this rule, 
will be spotted elsewhere. Where 
workers, long with the U. S. firms 
or thoroughly experienced, want to 
secure employment in the U. S., ef- 
forts toward that end will be made 
in certain instances. 

Fascists Dubious 


It became known this week that 
the Italian government is attempting 
to sound out sentiment in film com- 
pany home offices regarding the na- 
tionalization of foreign distribution. 
This was the only cheerful develop- 
ment in the situation with the eight 
major companies continuing to hold 
fast to the theory that they would 
be unable to operate in Italy with a 
special government film body in 
charge of foreign distribution. 

Feeling is growing in the industry 
that it’s not a question of American 
companies deciding to remain on 
Italian soil; they actually feel they’re 
being forced out. Idea that the 
united front by the eight companies 
is a boycott also was heartily de- 
nied by industry chieftains. 


Original Italian decree gave for- 
eign companies 10 days in which to 
deposit all contracts with the Italian 
government. Later, this was extend- 
ed to Dec. 31. Answer to both by 
the American companies was that 
they were still running their own 
distribution business on terms they 
might make with exhibitors in Italy 
and not on a flat sum deal with a 
government body. 

Suggestion that a legal loophole 
might be found which would force 
four American companies to carry 
out their deals with Italian distribu- 
tion firms also was scoffed. Legalists 
insist that American contracts give 
these companies the right to cancel 
pacts when a third party enters the 
situation. 

Third party, in this case, would be 
the Italian government’s film body. 

With this governmental organiza- 
tion supervising all distribution, 
American companies would have no 
assurance that they would receive 
the full amount called for in the old 
contracts, or be able to remove the 
full amount of rental coin due them, 
This also is regarded as definitely 
cancelling the contracts. 


U. S. ACTIONERS CLICK 
IN BRITISH MALAYA 


Washington, Nov. 29. 

Surprising popularity of American 
pix in British Malaya reflecied in 
latest report from American Trade 
Commissioner at Singapore. 

Checking with U. S. Department of 
Commerce, trade official revealed 
that between 65-70% of films shown 
in British Malaya are American, with 
an annual earned sevenue of ap- 
proximately $950,000. Secret of suc- 
cess with Asiatic audiences is ‘action’ 
portrayed in U. S. pix, official dis- 
closed, though British productions 
normally would be expected to out- 
class American offerings. 

Outlet for British films is mostly 
confined to the cities where a ma- 
jority of the customers are British. 
Some indireet competition from In- 
dians and Chinese, which ‘play to a 
field of their own and do not directly 
clash with American films,’ report 
stated. 











. Metro’s London Shift 


Brought over here from England 
nearly a year ago by Metro, but not 
assigned to anything, Greer Garson 
is now being sent back to London by 
Metro to do a picture there for the 
company. 

She sailed Saturday (26) and will 
go into ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ 





site Robert Donat. It’s Metro‘s third 
English-made. 
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Ss AY IT IN FRENCH the aid of housekeeper Hattie Me- | oracketed singles. Juves will go for GLORY OF F AITH 


Paramount release of Andrew L. Stone 
roduction, Features Ray Milland, Olympe 
radna, Irene Hervey, Janey Beecher, Mary 
Carlisle. Directed by Andrew L. Stone, 
Screenplay by Frederick Jackson; based on 
lay by Jacques Deval; camera, Victor 
Kriner: film editor, LeRoy Stone. Reviewed 
in Projection Room, N. Y¥., Nov. 28, ‘38. 
Running time, 67 mins, 


Richard Carrington, Jr.....+.+- Ray Milland 
IMS oh becomes oacdpcdgcsege Olympe Bradna 
Auriol Marsden. .....ceeeeers: Irene Hervey 
Mrs. Carringion......cseeeeees Janet Beecher 
Phyllis Carrington............Mary Carlisle 
Richard Carrington, Sr... .Holmes Herbert 
Hopkins........cceeeeeees Walier Kingsford 
Blowland.....cccersecss William Collier, Sr. 
Jrving... 1... cer ercccceccncreees Erik Rhodes 
Lady Westover. .ecceeeesseeees Mona Barrie 
Lord Westover....ees.. George P. Huntley 
SOR ss csi dwodescet 6450668 .Gertrude Sutton 
Dr. Van Gulden, ..seceeceees Forbes Murray 
Messenger Boy........++.++-+.Billy Daniels 
Boy with Lollypop......ceeesee: Billy Lee 


Paramount’s campaign to build 
Olympe Bradna won't be materially 
advanced by ‘Say It in French.’ This 
latest in the apparently unending 
string of screwball romantic com- 
edies shows her at her cutest, but 
neither the picture nor her part is 
strong enough to add to her rating as 
an actress. What's more, the little 
-French girl reveals little aptitude 
for goofy clowning, but merely does 
the usual pert ingenue stuff. 

Film itself is nothing startling, but 
is acceptable for top billing in the 
duals and possibly occasional solo 
spotting. Main trouble is that repe- 
tition has dulled the edge of all but 
the rarest and-.best screwball com- 
edies. As a result, the harder ‘Say 
It in French’ strives for hair-brained 
badinage, the more labored it be- 
comes. For the most part, it is very 
heavy indeed. 


Yarn deals with a gay young golf 
champion who marries a French girl 
during a tournament in Paris, only 
to find on his return home that he’s 
expected to wed a rich young 
acquaintance to re-establish his fa- 
ther’s financial rating. While the 

retty little bride goes to work as 
lady's maid for his mother and sis- 
ter, the golfer becomes ‘engaged’ to 
the rich girl, who is let in on the 
secret and eagerly joins in the plan. 

All this is related with such deter- 
mined hilarity and energetic whimsy 
that it somehow succeeds only rarely 
in being even a little bit funny. If 
pictures like ‘It Happened One 
Night,’ ‘My Man Godfrey’ and ‘Aw- 
ful Truth’ hadn’t already set such a 
lofty standard, ‘Say It in French’ 
might be considered a regular side- 
splitter. But it doesn’t even approach 
“~, of them. : 

ith an undistinguished script at 
his disposal, director-producer An- 
drew L. Stone has been unable to 
give it zip. It’s a stereotype treat- 
ment of stereotype material. As the 
romantic golfer, Ray Milland is 
bumptious without imbuing the part 
with either wit or wits. Irene Her- 
vey is good-looking enough for the 
zany heiress, but is otherwise stymied 
by the absurdity of the role. 

Mary Carlisle is painfully inade- 
quate as the hero’s sister, while 
Janet Beecher and Holmes Herbert 
are passable as the _financially-har- 
ried parents. Erik Rhodes is again 
mired in a nonsensical part that 
blankets his talents, but Mona Barrie 
handles one brief scene convincingly 
and William Collier, Sr., stands out 
in one of the yarn’s few plausible 
parts, that of a baron of business 
with a mania for golf. 

Much of the story’s background 
footage was filmed last summer in 
New York, includtng scenes in Cen- 
tral Park, the Rainbow Room, a 
couple of hotels and a number of 
midtown streets. In a number of in- 
stances the implanting of the prin- 
cipals against the backgrounds is 


realistically done, but in other cases 
the views have the nepearenes of 


patchwork. obe 


| EVERYBODY’S BABY 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
20th-Fox release of John Stone production 
Featuring the Jones Family. 


naugh; camera, Edward Snyder; 
Norman Colbert. Previewed 
L. A., Nov. 22, ‘38. 


Running time, 6 
minutes, 






ME DORR 5.0 bic 5 0s ia eacksi eet Jed Prouty by Elsa Lanchester as the femme 
nga hang 7 ong sceneaeneten Shirley Deane Ssionary, eart 

rs. John Jones........... Spring Byington rt Newton as 
Herbert Thompson......... Russell Gleason | Controleur. Pommer’s direction is ie: 
o- BON 090d 50s odds thevmene Ken Howell pressive throughout. H b 

Re” errr George Ernest ove. 
ET MND ss 5 0 ob on bbe o6esaced June Carlson 
— Pr rang bu esSs pedeee Florence Roberts as 

iP, OMOR sso x cindc svt icwtsic Billy Mahan rph 4 

a. EME b0 ss its Usaeass Reginald Denny ittle O an Annie 

ick Lane...... .-..-Robert Allen H 

: Olly woo: 

Nurse Cordell... + Claire Du Brey | Paramount release * wee, ow. a4. 
‘ommy McGuire.........-3 arvin Stephens | (John Speaks) production. Starri ctures 
Hattie.........++0+- Cecees Hattie McDaniel | Gillis. Directed by Ben Hol ng Ann 
Chief Kelly....... nbiced us eile Arthur Loft olmes. Screen- 


Dr. Jenkins. ...ccsececcese Howard Hickman 





Standard family fare which will 
i over nicely where Jones Family 
ries has developed a following, 
and acceptable as lower spot for 
dualers generally. Maintains typical 


Directed by’ 
Malcolm St. Clair.: Screenplay by Karen) strenuous] 
De Wolf, Robert Chapin, Frances Hyland | pj 

and Albert Ray from original story by 
Hilda Stone and Betty Reinhardt; based 
On characters created by Katharine Kava- 
editor, 
at Uptown, 


again. 
Comedy 


Jones menage to break through edict 
of nurse Claire Du Brey that none 
can disturb or handle the baby ac- 
cording to principles of upbringing 
as outlined by Denny. Amusing se- 
oe is developed when desperate 

leason sneaks through window to 
carry baby in his arms, with re- 


the police. 





tion family episodes, with number 


|for toppers. Nothing particularly 
| brilliant about the story, which rolls 
along in interesting fashion. Direc- 
| tion is up to standard for the moder- 
ately-budgeted Jones series, while 
| production and photography are up 
| group. 

| Regular members of the Jones 
|family maintain their roles of pre- 
| vious releases, including Jed Prouty, 
Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, Rus- 
sell Gleason, Florence Roberts and 
the younger members of the group. 
Hattie McDaniel gets moderate foot- 
age for effective portrayal of the 
servant in Gleason’s home. Reginald 
Denny gives rather broad characteri- 
zation of the child expert, while 
Claire Du Brey does okay as the 
strict and troublesome nurse. 


THE BEACHCOMBER 


(‘Vessel of Wrath’) 

(BRITISH MADE) 
Paramount release of Mayflower (Pommer- 
Laughton) production, Stars Charles Laugh- 
ton; features Elsa Lanchester, Rubert New- 
ton Tyrone Guthrie. Directed by Erich 
Pommer. Adapted by Bartlett Cormack, 
from novel by W. Somerset Maugham; 
scenario, BP. Van Thal; musical score, Rich- 


ard Addinsell; musical direction, Muir 
Mathieson; camera, Jules Kruger, Gus 
Drisse; editor, Robert Hamer. Reviewed 


in Projection room, N. Y., Nov, 29, ‘38. 
Running time, 86 mins. 

CRON "EOE oko ceasqscesse Charles Laughton 
Martha Jomes......sceecees Elsa Lanchester 
EPP. SOME e 6 co cenitccescs es Tyrone Guthrie 
COUMEIGIOUE ck gccccccecdseses Robert Newton 
BAM ecb sseSe Cece desscsesesys Dolly Mollinger 
MOE 9 6:00 9.5,564 4g6 00 0ch use 06eE Rosita Garcia 
Sergeant Henrik ....,cceccece:s J. Solomon 
Dutch Sea Captain........... Fred Groves 
Native Head Clerk.......... Eliot Makeham 
UD. os ds Oh noon hsd 0ondeeebbshe see ah Foo 
BD <IMG 6 os vi cscvcdsccesesveseces Ley On 
MIDGET 5 Sc vccnedecs vshdeedaceedc D. J, Ward 
MOCHAMIC .ccvccecscvecesccccececcs S. Alley 





This picture was released in Eng- 
land last spring as ‘Vessel of Wrath’ 
and under that title was reviewed in 
Variety March 16. Due to U. S. cen- 
sorial objections, it is understood to 
have undergone some scissoring in 
the meantime and is therefore re- 
viewed for the record. First of the 
Laughton-Pommer productions, “The 
Beachcomber’ brings the British star 
back to U. S. screens for the first 
time since Korda’s ‘Rembrandt.’ Just 
what in ‘Beachcomber’ displeased 
the censors isn’t evident in the pic- 
ture at present. There are one or two 
sequences that approach censorable 
(by Hays standards) material and the 
philosophic outlook of the early por- 
tions is frankly of the live-and-let- 
live school of thought, but there is 
nothing outright to warrant protest. 

_Principal consideration about the 
picture at present is that it rates as 
distinctly entertaining. There’s plenty 
of story for those who crave direct 
action, plus a wealth of shrewd ob- 
servation and salty characterization 
for the sophisticates. For those rea- 
sons, because it has Laughton’s name 
strength and because it is admirabiy 
played by a nicely balanced group of 
leads, the picture appears destined to 
reap a nice profit at the b.o, 








Beachcomber’ has a strong story, 
liberal humor and another enthrall- 
ing rformance by Laughton. Some 
of the middle and latter parts seem 
attenuated, but the early portions are 


pereee and the windup is pleas- 





play by Bud Wilson Schulber 

‘ gs and 
Ornitz; story by Ornitz a S ; 
tine ged nd Endre Bohem;: 
Harold Gray, 
Holmes; camera, 


F ; 
Robert ‘Bischoff, Provan sans editor, 


Previewed at Alexander, 
minutes, 





Daniel to provide peace in the family 


is secured through at- 
tempts of father, Russel Gleason, and 


sultant kidnapping alarm that brings | 
Humor generates through regulc-. 


|of standard slapstick gags inserted | 


|to level of previous releases of the | 


Samuel 


c¢ strip character created by 
Assistant direcior, Kenneth 


Glendale, Nov. 23, ’38, Running time, 57 


MERE RE babe obo d5a0S > ce Coweeen Ann Gillis 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Say It in French’ (Par). 
|] Screwball romantic comedy, 
fairly amusing for dual top-bill- 
i] ing. 

‘Everybody’s Baby’ (20th). 
Latest Jones Family offering up 
to standard of series. 

‘The Beachcomber’ (Par). 
Charles Laughton’s British- 
made, suitable for solo billing in 





U.S. Originally ‘Vessel of 
Wrath.’ ° 

‘Little Orphan Annie’ (Par). 
Weak effort may pass at kid 
matinees, 











through long passages. Attempts at 
comeuy are well nigh sad. 

Despite the popularity of the ‘Lit- 
tle Orphan Annie’ cartoon strip, pic- 
ture cannot hold up except as filler 
on secondary dualers, or from kid 
matinees. Even then, the sugar- 
coated polyanna characterization, as 
presented, may be too sweet even 
tor youngsters to accept. . 

Untangling the script, Annie is in- 
troduced to families in a tenement 
district, where loan shark gang find 
easy pickings. She re-discovers pre- 
lim fighter Robert Kent, and per- 
suades the neithborhood to under- 
| write his training expenses to share 
|-in the purses and thereby eliminate 
| their monetary problems. 

Kent gets a main event shot, and 
synthetic suspense is generated when 
he is locked in gym by the over- 
played heavies. It takes army of 
women to blast him out at last min- 
ute for ring victory. : 

With some semblance of logical 
story and proper direction, Ann Gil- 
lis would be satisfactory as the ‘Lit- 
tle Orphan Annie’ screen charac- 
ter; but in this one she fails to reg- 
ister. Supporting cast is unable to 
rise above the material and direc- 
tion provided. Picture is Par’s first 
from Colonial. Even exploitation tie- 
in with strip will not save picture. 


PRAIRIE JUSTICE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Universal release of Trem Carr produc- 
tion. Stars Bob Baker: features Dorothy 
Fay. Hal Taliaferro. Directed by George 
Wagener. Original story and screenplay, 
Joseph West: camera, Gus Peterson; edi- 





tor, Carl Pierson. At Liberty, Lincoln, 
dual, Running time, 58 mins. 

WOOD oo 5a.060.000pbaenesos 000s nae is Bob Baker 
BRIER ciccccccccocovevcesccess Dorothy Fay 
Alfalfa c.cccvecesss eccceccees Hal Taliaferro 
BONBON. cecccrccvccccsecccccs Jack Rockwell 
BHO... o caccdcovecevecs veep Forest Taylor 
Dry Gulch... s.cccecoscceses Carleton Young 
HAYNES 66... ccccccccccedecece Glenn Strange 
BOOED cccccrcveccccceveccccogadess Jack Kirk 


It’s a safe bet up to now, that Bob 
Baker will wind up being a U. S. 
marshal before the last celluloid flut- 
ters through the projection machine 
in any of his pictures, For variety, 
he has occasionally been just a plair 
sheriff. In all of them he sings in 
not bad cowboy voice. 


‘Prairie Justice’ has Baker’s pappy 
get 30-30ed from the back side, just 
as he was about to present a picture 
of outlawry to the nearest U. S. mar- 
shal. Bob comes on the scene, masks 
as a carefree, singing cowboy, who 
sits on the fence teaching do-re-mis 
to. the cowpokes and makes pretty 
speeches at Dorothy Fay, a city gal 
come home to a de-stocked ranch. 
Gets the lay of the land, which in- 
cludes the goods on the girl’s uncle, 
Jack Rockwell. 


Not content with bating substi- 
tuted guitar strummers for gun- 
fighters, Hollywood is now sending 
the boys literally to the dogs. A 
horse is not enough any more to keep 
the boys company, so they now have 
dogs. This is true of the Jack Luden 
(Col) pics, and in ‘Prairie Justice,’ 





Story concerns the beachcomber | the cyele of two-dumb-animals-are- 
and the efforts of the controleur of | better-than-one-cowboy 
.| the tiny Dutch islands in the Pacific |SMartly out of jams, is carried to the 
to keep him out of trouble, while a 


in getting 
Baker series. That’s getting the cow 


ously-righteous missionary punchers mixed up with sheepherd- 
his militant sister try to have: hin ers’ tools, which is a serious breach 
deported for ‘corrupting’ the natives. 
In the end, he marries the sister and 
g0es back to England to operate a 
pub. In addition to Laughton, con- 
1/ vincing performances are delivered | * 


of etiquette in the wide open spaces. 
Joe West, who wrote the screenplay, 
if straying farther east than Cold- 
water Canyon, is liable to get his 
writer shot from under him. 

ic, generally, is good enough to 


rone Guthri keep the Baker series moving. Script 
Geethar dB uthrie as her g p 


and the characters take it easy, 
though. Baker acts as if it’s a cinch 
for him to grab the outlaws; Dorothy 
Fay, as if it’s a cinch he’s going .to 
frab her; and the outlaws, Carleton 
Young-Jack Rockwell, as if they’re 
going to get what they deserve. No 
one is_ particularly outstanding, 
Baker, Miss Fay and Rockwell bit- 
ing out the biggest chunks. Barn, 


Law of West Tombstone 


RKO-Radio release of Cliff Reid produc- 
tion. Features Harry Carey. Directed by 
Glenn Tryon. Screenplay by John Twist 
and Clarence Young; camera, J. Roy Hunt. 








Jones series setup of fast-paced out- feed Adonis te ecercccctesoces Robert Kent eter time RFE ye atts es 
line of domestic adventures, with | pop’ corrigan. 223" Farrel Mecheaais | Bi Barker... .....0eecs0eeeee Harry Carey 
broad strokes of comedy inter- Tom Jennings......... wnopoeke Me Mantes | Chae lepetinen cole Evélyn ‘Brent 
@ Mra. Moriarity...c.cccceseess Sarah an meee ’ 
‘Everybody's Baby’ is woven] Mike Morlarity..ccccsstc000" James Burke | Sam" Kents. ’.. 000000012201 [clarenee Kolb 
around arrival of first grandchild in Mee Dememanc*estseo tas +s an MacLaren | Danny.........+-ssecesecevecees Allan Lane 
L . Jennings......... t Madame Mustache............. 2 
the Jones family group, with result-| Mrs. Milligan...... sr cukee Manet Venme | Sen Miewerdernee paberedeouay Bradley on 
ant complications when the young | Spot McGee...............0000. Ben Weldon | Bud McQuinn...........0<.-. Paul Guilfoyle 
mother, Shirley Deane, decides to ; CRUY. «cececeeseseeeesees +++-Robert Moya 
bring up the baby under regulations} A stupid and thoroughly boresome | Mort ‘pixon..........1.."“"George Inewne 
propounded by racketeering child story, combined with mediocre di- | Clayt MeQuinn............ Monte Montague 
phychologist, Re Denny. After | rection, makes this a leading can- 
swinging thro series of amusing | didate for the poorest picture of the| Average western that should fit 


isodes, solution is provided by wise 
dmother, Florence Roberts, with 


gran 





season. Even in 57 minutes unfold- into duals where sagebrushers are 
ing, it wanders’ uninteréstingly liked and carry its own in lower 


the character portrayed by Harry 
Carey. Though the story is weak 
there are few lulls in the film's 64 
mins., most of the success in that di- 
rection attributable to the smooth 
treatment given it by the cast. 

Carey is out of his usual line in 
the role assigned him here. Instead 
of the strong, silent sage of the west. 
he’s pictured as a boasting old side- 
winder who can shoot the eye out of 
a squirrel at 20 paces. His expert- 
ness at gun slingin’ is topped only 
by his ability to tell tall stories of the 
past, with himself as the central fig- 
ure. He also has a weakness for ly- 
ing himself in and out of current 
situations. It’s Carey’s spur-of-the- 
moment oratory that gets laughs and 
helps keep things going when the 
film starts to bog down. 

Yarn occasionally gets mixed up in 
its own unraveling but as the spool 
unwinds the stumbles fade into the 
background. Carey has an old fave, 
Evelyn Brent, to back him up but 
she’s confined to comparatively few 
shots. Tim: Holt, son of Jack Holt, 
is alternately convincing and ridicu- 
lous as a cherubic road agent. Jean 
Rouverol as the love interest is ade- 
quate. 

Direction helps to smooth out spots 
that might otherwise drop the film 
into a burlesque of westerns. 
Photography good. 


I DEMAND PAYMENT 


Imperial! release of Clifford Sanforth pro- 
duction, Features Jack La Rue, Bety Bur- 
gess, Matty Kemp, Guinn Williams, Lloyd 
Hughes, Bryant Washburn. Directed by 
Sanforth, Adapted from novel by Rob 
den; screenplay, Sherman L. Lowe; asso- 
clate producer, Henry Spitz; editor, Douglas 
Biggs; camera, Robert Doran. At Central, 
N. Y., Nov. 26, ‘38, dual. Running time, 


65 mins. 

Smiles Badolio.........s.ee0+! Jack La Rue 
POGIEM AVOET sé cb cecseccessesss Betty Burgess 
pi eT Serer rey Matty Kemp 
Happy Crofton...Guinn (Big Boy) Williams 
Doctor Craig Mitchell........ Lloyd Hughes 
BURA AVOUT s ccc cwicevesstccedes Sheila Terry 
FOO Travis... scascvacs Bryant Washburn, Sr, 
Mr. Twitchett...vcccsevsesses Donald Kirke 
Justice of Peace............:. Harry Holman 
District Attorney.........++.- Edward Keane 
Miss Farnsworth..........+. Norman Taylor 





The loan-shark racket framed in 
an undistinguished production is Im- 
perial’s contribution to the gangster 
cycle. It provides an hour’s enter- 
tainment for fans with time to kill 
who do not care how they kill it. As 
with so many indie pictures, re- 
sources and facilities were seem- 
ingly lacking to help embellish this 
variation on the crime-doesn’t-pay’ 

a. A dualer. item. ‘ 

right spots in the production are 
Jack Rue and Matty Kemp, stand- 
outs in unsympathetic parts, and 
Betty Burgess as the femme lead. La 
Rue’s strong personality and inten- 
sity as a strong-arm guy practically 
dominates the entire proceedings. 
Kemp is also very effective as a ner- 
vous, trigger-edged weakling. Miss 
Burgess is capable enough but bad 
makeup and slow direction hurt her 
performance. 

Story progresses in routine fashion 
until the melodramatic climax where 
Kemp is cornered in his hideout after 
fleeing gang vengeance. This is the 
most effective sequence in the pic- 
ture. Kemp faces LaRue and ‘Big 
Boy’ Williams who have come to 
rub him-out, goes beserk, turns the 
tables, kills his persecutors and is in 
turn destroyed. Action fans who 
— plenty of gun play will get it 
ere. ‘ 


ULTIMATUM 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 19. 


Forrester-Parant release of Robert Wiene 
production. Features Eric von Stroheim, 
Dita Parlo, Bernard Lancret, Abel Jaquin. 
Directed by Robert Wiene. Screenplay, Leo 
Lania; music, Adolphe Borehart: camera, 
Ted Pahle-and Mercanton. At Madeleine, 


Paris. Running time, 88 mins, 

OM, SIMO VIG.. cvesiccccses Erie von Stroheim 
SN 6s bys Ko batiewstccdad Dita Parlo 
Capt. Karl Burgstaller........ Abel Jacquin 
Commander Stanko Salic... Bernard Lancret 
BGs: THM a 64 60:0 06 0 0on'e ve Georges Lancret 
rr rai rr Feeeee Marcel Andre 
SPOT OCR PT Re ree Aimos 





‘Ultimatum’ is a rehash of an out- 
moded theme. A quickie, evidently 
for the purpose of taking advantage 
of the recent war fear in- France, ‘Ul- 
timatum’ misses on that count, and, 
except for a few takes lifted from 
real war films, it does not succeed in 
giving much of an impression of ac- 
tual war for the tragedies behind the 
scenes, 

Set in Belgrade and the village of 
Soumstov, just across the Danube, in 
Hungarian territory, most of the 
scenes are in cafes, apartments, bar- 
racks and a hospital, thereby limiting 
action to the verbal conflicts among 
the leading characters. 

Film attempts to show the jingoism 
of the war, separating a Serbian offi- 
cer (Bernard Lancret) and his Vien- 
nese wife, Anna, played by Dita 
Parlo, Unconvincing love triangle is 
introduced by* a Viennese officer 
(Abel Jacquin), 

Eric von Stroheim continues to 
play the perpetual role in which 
French directors have cast him. This 
time he’s chief of the Serbian army’s 
secret service: His broken accent is 
fast losing its dramatic value for 
French consumption. Dita Parlo is 
natural, as ever, but the part gives 
her no dramatic possibilities. Jac-. 
quin and Lancret, the two officers, do 





(FRENCH-MADE) 


French Film Exchange release of Film 
de Koster production. Features Gabriel 
Farguette and Jacqueline Francell, pj. 
rected by Georges Pallu. Based on the 
story, ‘St. Theresa, the Little Flower.’ 
Music by Jane Bos. At Squire, N. Y. 
week Novy. 25, '38. Running time, 70 mins. 
SOOM  MOUBUE. os 6a scccesss Gabriel Farguette 


Marie-Therese ......... Jacqueline Fra 
Madame Renaut............05, Alice 7 
Fr Sere Pry errr Raymond Galle 
Ne Rr ry ee ate Jean Dax 
Rose 


TST EAL TURP TIVE TT Germaine Sablon 





(In French; with English Titles) 

‘The Glory of Faith’ is the strong- 
est dramatic feature with a basic re- 
ligious theme to come from the for- 
eign shores in some time. While the 
immortal story of Saint Theresa is 
clearly projected in flashback se- 
quences, the production gains 
strength because of modern-day plot 
and happénings in which faith and 
healing are logically and impres- 
sively introduced, 


Film naturally has a ready-made 
audience in Catholics but seems sure 
of added draw from spiritually in- 
clined of all religions and creeds. 
Average exhibitor _probably can 
heighten his boxoffice with this pic- 
ture, which seems certain of grow- 
ing with word-o’-mouth, by stress- 
ing timely present-day story. As 
with this theatre, newsreel story on 
beatification of Mother Cabrini 
chown preceding feature is nice pre. 
ude, 


The healing done by Marie-Ther- 
ese, a comely seamstress of Paris 
working class, through her belief in 
St. Theresa is motivation for the 
film’s story. French producers wisely 
have built interest in events in this 
girl’s life, and the friends and en- 
emies she develops, before intro- 
ducing the story-recital of the his- 
tory of the ‘Little Flower.’ Even 
when this switch has been made, 
the plot again reverts back to the 
| gg = bbe yarn with the facts on 
t. Theresa’s life brought on with 
a subsequent flashback. 


The love of an impressionable 
child, son of wealthy parents in the 
house where seamstress goes to 
work, for the poor working girl is 
nicely treated. There is an at- 
tempted kidnaping of the youngster 
and near-fatal illness with the heal- 
ing and prayer of the modern 
Marie-Therese restoring him to 
health. 


Script has pace, variety and an 
adequate mixture of lighter mo- 
ments and pathos. Director George 
Pallu has handled the plot and a 
well-picked cast with discrimination. 
His work on this picture indicates 
he will be heard from again with 
French-made features. ane Bos’ 
background music for sequences 
where St. Theresa's life in a convent 
is unfolded is fittingly impressive. 


The film serves to introduce a 
youthful cinematic bet in the child 
star, Gabriel Farguette, who plays 
Jean Renaut, son of rich parents. 
Lad shows uncanny pace, the more 
dramatic scenes being worthy of a 
youngster twice his age. Jacqueline 
Francell gives a first-rate interpre- 
tation of Marie-Therese, the seam- 
stress, and also as the saint. In the 
latter role, she is gripping. How- 
ever, it is the child actor, Farguette, 
who steals the production, 


Raymond Galle, as the faithful 
sweetheart of Marie, is outstanding 
in the support which includes Ger- 
maine Sablon, excellent as the vin- 
dictive other girl; Jean Dax and 
Alice Tissot. 

English titling is so deft that the 
French dialog spoken on the screen 
is hardly noticed. Wear. 


LE REVOLTE 


(‘The Rebel’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 19. 

Lux release of C.I.C.C. production. Stars 
Pierre Renoir, Rene Dary, Katia Lovya; 
features Aime Claribond, Directed by 
Leon Mathot. Screen play, Clouzot, Vil- 
laires, from a Maurice Larouy. original; 
camera, Rene Caveau, Juin, Charles 
Gaveau, Barry. At Normandie. Running 
time; 103 mins. 

Cast: Pierre Renoir, Rene Dary, Katia 
Lova, Aime Claribond, Lucien Dalsace, 
Sharpin, Marcelle Geniat, Pierre Labry, 
Temerson, Engelmann, Lupovici, Jean 
Buquet, George Paulais. 





‘Le Revolte’ is about a smart guy 
who abides by the slogan, ‘Neither 
God Nor Master,’ and how he lost it 
by joining the French navy. Rene 
Dary plays the title part well. Pierre 
Renoir gives good performance as 
destroyer captain, who knows how 
to whip a crew into shape. With the 
aid of Katia Lova, Renoir and the 
navy make the wise guy into a God- 
fearing, patriotic sailor, and the girl 
gets her man. 


Unreal, lacking in action despite 
use of a couple of destroyer 
flotillas, film fails in its obvious 
propaganda objective. Attempt to 
convince mothers navy won't spoil 
their darlings is not convincing. 
Secondary moral tries to give lesson 
to officers not to be too rough with 
the boys, use plenty of judgment and 
—— sailor can be made of an anar- 
chist. 


The setting throughout is the 
French naval port of Toulon, by 
courtesy of the French navy. Some 
of the moralizing by sailors aboard 
ship would make a Yank gob run 
for the nearest exit. The film won't 
pull much boxoffice here, with 
chances abroad being slim. Benoir 
turns in a good performance, but is 
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GIUSEPPE VERDI 


(‘Life of Verdi’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Rome, Nov. 17. 
E.N.1L.C. release of Grandi Film Storici 


productions. Stars Fosco Giachetti, Gaby 
Morlay. Directed by Carmine Gallone. 
Screenplay, Gallone, d’Ambra; camera, Ter- 
zano t Supercinema, . Running 
time, 125 minutes. 

Giuseppe Verdi..........0055 Fosco Giachetti 
Margherita Bareszi........ Germana Paolieri 
Giuseppina Streppeni.......... Mortay 
Teresina’ Stolz........++ «++..Maria Cebotari 
Papa Bareszl.....sseeeceees: Camillo Pilstto 
Singer. ..seeveeces nice ees +. Beniamino Gigti 
DUMASB. .ccccrcccccccsecccees Pierre Brasseur 
Balun. cccsccvecesescsceceves Gabriel Gabrio 





This is the life story of Italy’s 
greatest composer of opera and of 
the three women who were his in- 
spiration, Story is punctuated with 
shots of Verdi premieres at the Scala 
and at other famous opera theatres. 

Story starts with the 19-year-old 
Verdi’s departure from his home- 
town; he goes to Milan to study 
music. The conservatory there re- 
jects him, the board of directors find- 


ing him egg AT = goes 
through many trials; his ° 
children and his young wife die, 
Margherita’s last wish being that 
there will never be a second Mrs. 
Verdi. 

One of Verdi's early operas flops at 
the Scala and the young musician 
feels disheartened and -friendless. 
He's Pee penniless when his 
friends find him, put a libretto in his 
coat pocket, which he at first over- 
looks, but then feels so inspired by 
that, he stays up all night to write 
its music. Then Giuseppina (Gaby 
Morlay), a singer who was studying 
at the conservatory when the young 
composer was refused admission, 
helps. Verdi gain his footing. After 
years of fidelity to his promise that 
he would never marry again, Marg- 
herita’s father, Papa Barezzi (Camillo 
Pilotto), releases him from _ that 
promise and Verdi marries Giusep- 
pina. By this time he’s a great suc- 
cess. 

There’s an episode in a gondola on 
the Grand Canal during which Verdi 
and a tenor (Beniamino Gigli) go 
over the famous ‘La donna e Mobile’ 
aria from ‘Rigoletto.’ They give the 
gondolier coins to plug his ears so he 
won’t hear the new aria and scoop 
the opera’s premiere. But the gon- 
dolier manages to slip one coin out 
and catch the tune, and by evening 
everyone is playing the new Verdi 
tune. 


Last period of Verdi’s life is 
marked by his devotion to Teresina 
Stolz (Maria Cebotari), a young 


singer who once more brought the 
aging composer youthful inspiration. 
In this period Verdi composed ‘Aida,’ 
Picture ends with ‘Aida’ premiere. 

Film’s appeal is liberal sprinkling 
of Verdi melodies throughout. Only 
because of this would film appeal in 
America. Fosco Giachetti does dig- 
nified interpretation of the com- 
poser. Women characters do not 
stand out. Some of smaller men’s 

arts, Pilotto as Papa Barezzi and 

ierre Brasseur, as Dumas are well 
handled. 

Picture needs considerable cutting. 
Repeated views of opera houses and 
opera crowds become monotonous. 
Photography weak. Heln. 


CARREFOUR 


(‘Crossroads’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 11. 


Eclair-Journal release of B. U. P. Tus- 
cherer production. Stars Charles Vanel; 
features Jules Berry, Suzy Prim. Directed 
by Kurt Bernhardt. From a Hans Kofka 
story; music, Michael Emer; camera, L. H. 
Buret, Tiquet, Regnier. At Aubert Palace, 
Paris. Running time, 75 mins. 

Cast: Charles Vanel, Jules Berry, Suzy 
Prim, Tania Fedor, Marcelle Geniat, Jean 
Caludio, J. Tissier, Argentin, Otto Walburg, 
Paul Amiot, Clary, Palau, P. de Ramey, 
Auguste Boverio. 





‘Carrefour’ is one of the _ best 
French films of the late season, and 
worthy of American attention. 

Yarn is 2ssentially French, and 
camera has skillfully combined local 
color with the action. It sees a rich 
French manufacturer with a double 
personality created during the war, 


when he was wounded and shell 
shocked. At the close of the conflict 
Charles Vanel suddenly finds him- 
self the center of a series of black- 
mail plots by persons who claim he 
really has a long, pre-war criminal 
record. Vanel takes his defamers to 
court to win his case on the basis of 
the testimony of a stranger who 
turns out to be a more clever black- 
mailer than the first group. : 
The stranger then comes in for his 
out, insisting to Vanel that he really 
is the pre-war criminal. Vanel is 
about to turn the witness, Jules 
Berry, over to the police when an old 
tune he’s whistling strikes a chord in 
his memory. He determines to give 
up his business and pay for his 
crimes. But everyone he knows is 
against it—his mother, his old mis- 
tress, his old crony and present 
blackmailer. The impossibility of 
turning the clock back comes when 
is own son tries suicide because he’s 
taunted by his playmates about a fa- 
ther with a double personality. He’s 
finally delivered from his former 
post when his former mistress (Suzy 
im, now the mistress of Berry) 
shoots the latter and commits suicide. 
e end shows Vanel still doubtful 


about the answer fate has given him. 
Vanel gives a magnificent interpre- 
tation. _Good support comes from 
Miss Prim and Berry with support- 
ing performances also good. There 
is no letdown in the steady flow of 
the story, and the developing tragedy 
manages to stay realistic throughout. 
Dialog is concise and crisp. Hugo. 


LE RUISSEAU 
(‘The Stream’) 
(PRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 18. - 


Distributeurs Francais release of Maurice 





nn ‘tien, Stars Gaby Sylvia, 
Paul Cambo; features Francoise Rosay, 
Michael Simon. Directed by Lehmann. 


Sereenplay J. Aurenche, Duran from story 
by Pierre Wolff, camera, Michel Kelber; 
music Tiarko Richepin. At Max-Linder, 
Paris. Running time, 110 mins, 

Cast: Gaby Sylvia, Francoise Rosay, Paul 


Cambo, Michel Simon, Ginette Leclerc, 
ee Lannes, Serge Nadaud, Pierre 
ay. 





‘Le Ruisseau’ tries to show the 
muddy stream of Paris night life, but 
only succeeds slightly. Gaby Sylvia, 
latest find of the French screen, 
shows plenty of talent but Francoise 
Rosay, as the crow-footed, but still 
proud, night club belle. takes all the 
bouquets. : 

Scenario is simple. Denise, an or- 


phan, escapes from the asylum and 
hides aboard a ship, is discovered by 
the second officer Paul Cambo, who 
manages to sleep with her immedi- 
ately. Touched by her naivette, sends 
the girl to his mother in Montmartre 
as the ship sails. The mother is a 
despotic, old stagehorse, who runs 
her own show with young newcom- 


ers, 

| She starts to help the young 
orphan but after intercepting a few 
fervent letters from her son, has the 
girl denounced and sent back to the 
asylum out of jealousy for her son. 
The girl escapes again, and after a 
long wait for her lover, takes to 
night club life as a taxi dancer and 
drinking companion. Here the son 
finds her drunk, on the brink of pros- 
titution. After some-suspicion, plenty 
of scrapping among son, mother and 
girl, the two.finally come together. 

The film is exacting in its inside 
shots of Paris night life and portray- 
als of shady characters. Big chinned 
Michel Simon is good as a titled, 
French nudist photographer and is 
good for a few laughs. 

Primarily a character study, the 
film could stand clipping. Camera 
shots, mostly indoors, are fair. A 
film for the French but not destined 
as a hit abroad. Will Hays would 
never let it hit the States. Gaby 
Sylvia is on the up but needs a film 
with a more mature role before real 
judgement can be passed. Hugo. 


CHALEUR DU SIEN 


(‘Mother Leve’) 
Paris, Nov. 19. 

Cc. U. ¢. release of Heraut production. 
Directed by Jean Boyer. Adapted from 
Birabeau play of the same name by Jean 
Boyer; music, Van Parys;. camera, Armen- 
ise, Joulin, Schneider. At Caesar, Paris. 
Running time, 80 mins, 

Cast: Michel Simeon, Arletty, Gabrielle 
Dorziat, Jeanne Lion. Pierre Larquey, Jean 
Paqui, Marguerite Moreno. 





‘Chaleur du Sein’ retains the es- 
sential good points it possessed as 
a play and yet loses considerable 
force as a picture. Good acting won't 
save this one. 

It shows how the lives of three 
divorced wives of an archaeol 

rofessor father, with a weakness 
or the opposite sex, have pampered 
a son by a first wife who died in 
childbirth. 

How these three women, of en- 
tirely different natures, have ex- 
erted themselves on the formation 
of the boy’s charcter is excellently 
demonstrated. Their attempts to help 
him after he has tried suicide glar- 
ingly brings out their shortcomings 
in trying to reach the man in em- 
bryo. The act also makes the father 
realize that instead of giving the boy 
a mother as has been his wish by his 
different marriages, he has done his 
son a grave injustice by his own 
shortsightedness in failing to be the 
parent he should have been. 

Father is on his way to Egypt to 
continue his researches when boy 
makes suicide attempt, but news of 
it brings three former mothers rush- 
ing to hospital. When he’s released, 
they take up residence in the home 
they occupied before, meeting for 
the first time. To each the boy con- 
fesses a different story as the reason 
of his act but only to the third and 
yomnasst does he tell the truth that 

has stolen money to buy jewelry 
for a night club singer. The trio 
jointly get the ring back from the 
girl and visit the boy’s employer to 
make an arrangement. 

In the midst of it all the father re- 
turns, realizes his mistake and the 
three mothers leave to allow father 
and son to enjoy life in their new 
understanding. 

Roles are well cast. Michel Simon 
misses nothing as the father, with 
Arletty, Gabrielle Dorziat and 
Jeanne Lion handling the mothers 
well. Jean Paqui does commendably 
as the morose spoiled, bewildered 
young man attempting to establish 
values in a complicated life. Pierre 
Larquey. as the employer, and Mar- 
guerite Moreno, as an English lady 
interested in archeology, infuse some 
good comic touches. Hugo. 








Niskavuoren Naiset 


(‘Women of Niskavuori’) 
(FINNISH-MADE) 


European News-Film release of Suomi 
production. Directed by 
Screenplay, Juhani Tervapaa; music, Har- 
ry Bergstrom; camera, Armas Hirvonen. 
At Thalia, N. Y., Nov. 18, °38. Running 
time, 78 mins. 
Housekeeper at Niskavuori....Olga Tainio 
Arne Niskavuori 


‘ 
Martha, his. wife............ Irja Lautia 
Anna-Lisa, his sister........ Lea Joutseno 
Tiona NGI a icc daoek és 00s Sirkka Sari 
Caretaker at Simola........ Ossi Eilstela 
ORE ae RA Hugo Hytonen 
te | Pe ee ae Ida Salmi 


de ccesebteeces Tope Leistela 
Operator Sandra .......... Aino Lohikoski 


NN ir 6 kc os wh 6s We ok Radi Wn 6 x Elli Ylimaa 
ME 4p cat's bases o cba Ca Anni Hamnlainen 
NE Faas ond « bGancae<s Kosti Aaltonen 





(In Finnish; with English Titles) 


A tale of Old World prejudices and 
myopias is given excellent cinematic 
treatment in ‘Women of Niskavuori,’ 
one of the finer films to come to 
America from Scandinavia. It’s a 
stirring story by Juhani Tervapaa, 
which has had considerable success 
in Finland in play form. There are 
photographic snags im this film, but 
acting and direction are excellent. 

This is a tale of heritage and the 
price one must pay for its adherence. 
Arne, for instance, followed the 
axiom of the Niskavuori, which for 
generations decreed that the eldest 
son should marry a girl of riches. 
His was a marital life of toleration 
with Martha » atil he met the pretty, 
young schoolteacher. Their love and 
condemnation by e peeping society 
is the story. 

Tauno Palo is a determined Arne, 
almost fierce in his desire to shake 
the shackles of marriage for his love. 
Sirkka Sari, as Ilona, the school- 
teacher, also plays excellently. 
Others who give good performances 
are Olga Taimio, as the mother, and 
Irja Lautia, the wife. 


LA GOUALEUSE 


(‘Street Singer’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
_ (WITH SONGS) 


Paris, Nov. 18. 


D. U. C. release of Fernand Rivers pro- 
duction. Stars Lys Gauty, Constant Remy; 
features Jean Martinelli. Directed by 
Rivers. Screenplay,- by Jean Guitton, 
from story by Gaston Marol. Allevy;: cam- 
era, Bachelet, Ribault. At Moulin Rouge, 
Paris, Running time, 90 mins. 

Cast: Lys Gauty, Constant Remy, Dor- 
ville, Jean Martinelli, Arthur Devere, Mar- 
guerite Pierry, Armand Lurville. Rivers 
Cadet, Roger Monteaux, Carlotta Conti. 
Maurice Dorleac, Edmond Roze, 








Lys Gauty made a mistake in 
leaving the stage to make ‘La 
Goualeuse.’ Mediocre, flat, with a 
light scenario and unconvincing 
dialog, Gauty’s name won't save this 
one from a short stay in the boule- 
vard showcases. 

Story sees Constant Remy as a 











rich banker who began as secretary 
to an old count. He had seduced 
the count’s daughter, stolen 20,000 
francs and scrammed, building a 
fortune for himself as a bank presi- 
dent. Meanwhile, he married, too, 
and had a daughter. Deserted count’s 
daughter meantime had baby with 
real father knowing nothing about 
it. Count had ordered infant to be 
deserted. Baby was found and had 
become a handsome derelict, unem- 
ployed, broke and sore at life. He 
bears the name pinned to him when 
he was deserted. 

Film opens 20 years later when 
banker is recalled to village by old 
crony, now barkeeper, who can 
prove banker's paternity of de- 

t kid. Barkeeper tries black- 
mail, but while two are discussing 
terms the son sneaks into the bar to 
rob the cash box. Thief is caught 
but barman is accidentally killed in 
struggle. 

Remainder sees some pretty poor 
tragedy with father recognizing son 
and trying to protect him. After 
interminable court scenes, father 
confesses in public whereafter son 
commits suicide in his cell. 

Lys Gauty, as the lover of the for- 
gotten son, sings dolefully about her 
lost lover and finally returns to her 
canal boat to bemoan his suicide. 

Remy tries hard. Miss Gauty pro- 
duces one good song but its effect 
is spoiled by an unnnatural cabaret 
scene where every city bum in the 
place lines up behind the star to 
weep. Scenes in which she and her 
lover, Jean Martinelli, appear are 
gooey and over dramatized. 

Fernand Rivers has blundered by 
bringing the Climax—meeting be- 
tween father and son—half hour be- 
fore end. As result court scenes 
which follow are given away with 
every move being expected by on- 
lookers. Camera gets some excel- 
lent shots of local color, but close- 
ups aren't up to good standard. 

Hugo. 


PULLIN HEADS VARIETY CLUB 
Columbus, Nov. 29. 


William C. Pullin has been elected 
president of the Columbus Variety 
club. He had been filling the unex- 
pired term of M. R. (Duke) Clark, 
who moved to Cleveland. 

Other officers re-elected as fol- 
lows: J. Real Neth, William Ortman, 
v.p., J. F. Luft, treasurer, and P. J. 
Wood, secretary. Directors named: 
| Max Stern, C. Harry Schreiber, 
| Virgil Jackson, Lou Holleb, Leo 
| Haenlein and William F. McKinnon. 











Valentin Vaala. | 














Self-Regulation 








(Continued from page 5) 





/be completed within the next 48 


hours, certainly within the next few 
days. 

Although the steps of the joint 
meetings appear on the surface to 
have progressed smoothly with an 
amicable agreement in prospect, the 
accurate accounts of what has trans- 
pired at the secret conferences un- 
fold a story of exnert handling of 
conferees by both Rogers and Cole. 
Time and again the two chairmen 
have brought back the discussions to 
main principles when differences 
over some of the minor issues 
threatened to precipitate an impssse. 

On the very record of patience 
and tact, which have been exercised 
to date by the respective leaders, 
depends almost entirely the ulti- 
mate success of the trade confer- 
ence and the prospect that, when 
all details and points at issue are | 
disposed of, some satisfactory final | 
agreement will be reached. 

Want Accord with Allied 

From this point forward every at- 
tempt will be made by the distribu- 
tors’ representatives to consummate 
a satisfactory understanding with 
Allied. Two factors figure in the 
urge for quick action, First, the 
pending Government anti-trust suit 
against the major companies, and 
second, the convening of Congress 
after New Year’s and the probable 
resubmission of the Neely bill, or 
some similar measure, which threat- 
ens blockbooking of films. 

Story gained wide circulation in 
New York this week that Allied 2i- 
rectors at their recent meeting in 
Chicago had instructed their ne- 
gotiating committee to break off dis- 
cussions with the distributors, but 
such a yarn has been completely dis- 
pelled by the subsequent events and 
the-faect that the negotiations will be 
resumed, It is a fact, however, that 
some Allied leaders have expressed 
th -mselves as doubtful whether their 
committee’s final report will be ac- 
ceptable. Notwithstanding, the com- 
mittee is being encouraged to carry 
on their negotiations. 

Distributors have made substantial 
percentage concessions on blockbook- 
ing contracts, having raised from the 
prevailing 10% to a schedule which 
commences with 20% for features up 
to $100 rentals; 15% between $100 
and $250, and 10% for all over $250. 

Sales managers of the different 
major companies have viewed this 
revision with something akin to 
alarm, as to the potentialities of lost 
film rentals under the hypothetical 
condition that every customer would 
exercise his full rights of cancella- 
tion. In money terms it is stated that 
65% of total film revenues are de- 
rived from contracts in the upper 
bracket of $250 and over. 

How It Breaks Down 

Estimates of cancellation costs to a 
distributor whose annual gross sales 
is $30,000,000, show that in the higher 
bracket of $250 rentals and upwards, 
cancellations might amount to $1,- 
950,000, and to $2,070,000 for rentals 
under $250, or a total of $4,020,000. 
In practical operation no one be- 
lieves the loss will run that high. 
Nevertheless, the cancellations on 
the entire industry gross sales, under 
the revised schedules, will reach into 
high figures. Predicated on the gen- 
erally accepted %gure of $200,000,000 
gross domestic film rentals annually, 
cancellations might exceed $26,- 
000,000. 

No Forcing Shorts 

In addition to the revised cancel- 
lation concessions, distributors, in 
the memorandum now in prepara- 
tion, will set forth a clause agreeing 
to refrain from forcing the buy of 
short subjects as a condition of con- 
tracting for features. This will not 
include any limitation for the sale 
of the newsreels. 

Double-billing of features has cre- 
ated a nationwide surplus of short 
subjects, except in certain southern 
territories where single billing still 
maintains. Thousands of theatres in 
the dual sections make weekly pay- 
ments for short subjects which sel- 
dom are shown on account of the 
limited exhibition time when two 
features run on the average three- 
and-a-half hours. 

Not even exhibitors who are close 
to the negotiations have any accurate 
information of what matters of trade 
practice eventually will come under 
voluntary arbitration of industry 
disputes. Distributors also are vague 
on what is finally to be agreed upon 
on this important point, Adjust- 
ments of undue clearance of prior 
runs, overbuying of films by com- 
peting theatres, unsuitable desig- 
nated percen‘age dates, and print 


availabilities for subsequent runs are 
a few issues eligible for arbitration. 

Probable sequence of negotiations 
from this point will be one or two 
days of joint meetings between the 
distributor and Allied. group during 
December. Thereafter a report will 
be cubmitted to the Allied directors 
in January to be followed by ap- 
proval or rejection at the annual 
meetin? during the same month. 

Pending the meeiing yesterday, the 
distribution committee cannot say 
what decisions on points will be 
reached in. reducing various pro- 
posals to a more final form than 
has been possible up to now. Rodgers 
stated that the draft arrived at, be- 
ing wholly tentative until the ex- 
hibitor side has reported back, is 
unlikely to be made public pending 
further deveiopments on it. 


Makin no comment on reports 
that Allied had not reached an agree- 
ment in principle with the distribu- 
tion committee, and that two of its 
points have not yet been taken up, 
Rodgers indicated that Allied no 
doubt is waiting to get the draft 
which may go forward today (Wed.). 
Meantime there are no meetings with 
Allied’s committee on self-regula- 
tion nor with the MPTOA, although 
S. R. Kent and Ned E. Depinet set 
Dec. 8-9 as dates of the next meet- 
ing with this organization when Ed 
Kuykendall was in town, Kuyden- 
dali stated in New York that sev- 
eral points remained to be recon- 
ciled and asked Kent.for a meeting 
date. 

Rodgers expresses hope that very 
substantial progress toward a final 
trade practices setup may be 
achieved by Jan. 1, with possible 
acceptance by that time of a satis- 
factory program. Distribs will push 
for early acceptance as much as pos- 
sible. 


Bernie Toplitsky 
Indicted on Helen 
Vinson Charges 








An indictment in Federal Court, 
N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday) charged 
Bernard Toplitsky, Hollywood pro- 
moter, with using the mails to de- 
fraud Helen Vinson, screen star, of 


$64,000. Toplitsky is now in Los 
Angeles, where he is to be sentenced 
today (Wednesday) in superior court 
on two charges of grand larceny to 
which he has pleaded guilty. If con- 
victed in L.A., the charge in N. Y. 
may be held until his sentence ex- 
pires. 

Toplitsky is said to have defraud- 
ed Miss Vinson of the money through 
a fake annuity insurance scheme, in- 
volving, according to the indictment, 
forgery, false representation and 
other dodges. Miss Vinson and her 
husband, Fred Perry, the tennister, 
testified before the Grand Jury last 
September, and though not opened 
until yesterday, the indictment was 
voted on by the G. A. Oct. 28, 


Joan Lowell Suit Off 


The $100,000 suit brought by Joan 
Lowell, the writer, against Amedee 
J. Van Beuren, deceased head of 
Van Beuren Pictures Corp., for 
breach of contract, was dismissed 
yesterday (Tuesday) by N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice William T. Col- 
lins for lack of prosecution. 

Miss Lowell complained that Van 
Beuren had failed to carry out an 
agreement entered into in 1933 un- 
der which she was to receive 15% 
of the gross on a picture she allezed 
was based on script furnished by 
her. 











Oppose 1% Sales Tax Top 


Indianapolis, Nov. 29. 

According to Carl Niesse, operator 
of the Vogue, deluxe nabe, members 
of the Associated Theatre Owners 
of Indiana are making a concen- 
trated effort to avoid payment of the 
1% sales tax added to all pic in- 
voices by distributing compan’es. 
Exhibitors last week deducted - the 
tax from payment of invoices, claim- 
ing they pay a double tax, on their 
weekly gross, and again on the film 
rental fee. 

While such an exigency is covered 
in contracts between distributors 
and exhibitors, latter feel they will 








get a favorable decision if dispute 
jis carried into court. Tax applies on 


‘all film rentals throughout state. 
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(Continued from page 3) 
of the petition to describe the rela- 
tionship. It is held that answer 
should be required to remove the 
present contradiction im the charge. 

Requests in the order in which 
they are listed, including sub-items, 
embrace the following: 

Request that period of time cov- 
ered by the phrase ‘for many years 
last past’ he stated. 

Defendants ask whether petitioner 
claims that defendants have em- 
ployed any means or instrumentali- 
ties in accomplishing the alleged vic- 
Jations other than certain violations 
listed and, if so, to describe such un- 
alleged means. 

Restraint and Monopoly 

In connection with the accusation 
that defendants have ‘contracted, 
combined and conspired to restrain 
interstate trade,’ it is claimed the 
petition nowhere amplifies this 
charge. Defendants ask for time and 
place of each such contract, etc., 


names of parties involved, names of | 


agents, etc. 

Under charge of having attempted 
to monopolize, having monopolized, 
having combined and having con- 
spired to monopolize the market for 
exhibition of pictures in first-run 
metropolitan theatres, defendants ask 
for essential particulars on matters 
not stated in the petition as well as 
to matters which are alleged in such 
general manner as to be non-infor- 
mative and useless to defendants in 
answering and preparing for trial. 
Defendants ask nature and terms of 
express agreements, if any, and the 
acts and practices upon which pe- 
titioner relies as to the ultimate facts 
from which the inference can be 
drawn that defendants have com- 
bined and conspired to monopolize 
the first-run metropolitan de luxe 
market, plus other phases of at- 
tempts to monopolize. Also, de- 
fendants ask statement of the time 
when vi¥lations occurred and name 
of each participant in the violations 
charged. 

Petition, it is alleged, does not 
describe the facilities involved nor 
state the time or manner in which 
claimed such facilities were. inte- 
grated in connection with the charge 
that five producer-exhibitor defend- 
ants have ‘integrated the principal 
production and exhibition facilities 
of the motion picture industry’. De- 
fendants also ask whether illegality 
in line with this charge is claimed 
to be the result of agreement among 
them; also, in that event, for parti- 
culars as to parties to any such con- 
tract, terms, names of agent or 
agents, plus time and place of agree- 
ments or understandings. It is also 
requested that each violation be 
identified and the manner indicated 
in which such integration is related 
thereto. Defendants, moreover, ask 
for the names of the theatres and 
their location by cities or states 
which petitioner claims are ‘first run 
metropolitan theatres’, 

Asks whether Government bases 
its charge of monopolization of the 
metropolitan de luxe market solely 
upon the first-run de luxe theatres 
and, if not, to identify each other 
theatre claimed to contribute to such 
monopolization. 


‘Exclude’ Other Producers 


Statement is requested as to the 
manner in which it is claimed de- 
fendants have excluded all other 
producers of pictures from first-run 
exhibition in first-run theatres, as 
charged, and the period of such ex- 
clusion. Claimed also that the peti- 
tion fails to describe the manner in 
which the defendants have ‘coupled’ 
production and first-run facilities in 
order to accomplish this exclusion. 

Defendants ask whether petition 
claims they have entered into any 
agreement to exclude independently 
produced pictures from their first- 
run metropolitan theatres and, if so, 
that particulars be furnished. Names 
of the indie producers so excluded 
are asked, together with circum- 
stances surrounding the exclusion 
and names of defendants charged 
therewith. Also, motion asks wheth- 
er the Government is referring to 
the same thing in use of the terms, 
‘first-run market’, ‘first-run market 
in metropolitan cities’, ‘market for 
one exhibition of motion pictures’, 
etc, 

Defendants ask whether petitioner 
claims they have entered into any 
contract or agreement between them 
to execute ‘innumerable agreements, 
contracts and understandings’ for 
the purpose of achieving the alleged 
exclusion. Term, ‘preferred-run’ is 
asked to be defined and ‘petitioner 
should state what it is defendants are 
charged with monopolizing’. 

Request is made whether the al- 
leged monopoly of first or preferred 











run exhibition pertains to the exhi- 
bition of all motion pictures, regard- 
less of quality or whether the mon- 
opolization exists only as to ‘quality 
films’, as charged. 


The same particulars is asked with 
respect to (1), attempt to monopo- 
lize, (2) monopoly, (3) combination 
and (4) conspiracy to monopolize 
the first or preferred-runs. Also, 
nature and terms of combination or 
conspiracy, time when each alleged 
violation commenced and period it 
has been in effect. 


Moreover, details as to means em- 
ployed in connection with a combi- 
nation or conspiracy, plus names of 
each person claimed to have par- 
ticpated, are sought. 


Theatres 


In connection wth the charge that 
the producer-exhibtor defendants, in 
acquiring theatres, have not gone 
into the same competitive areas to 
any extent, defendants ask whether 
petitioner claims that such action 
was the result of agreement and, if 
so, to furnish particulars. It is also 
asked that petitioner specify in- 
stances where ‘producer-exhibitor 
defendants have compelled indepen- 
dent exhibitors to sell or dispose of 
their theatres to them,’ plus methods 
employed, time and place of the in- 
cident and names of individuals in- 
volved. 


Defendants request identification 
of each ‘respective area or areas’ re- 
ferred to in connection with monop- 
oly of picture supply by producer 
chains, name of each of latter having 
such monopoly and nature of the 
monopoly. Memorandum also seeks 
information as to what is the ‘mar- 
ket’ or what are the areas in the 
various states which the producer- 
exhibitor defendants monopolize, 
including territories in which two or 
more producer-distribs have thea- 
tres. 


Under the charge relating to a 
common purpose under which the 
producer-chains receive priority and 
preference on film over all other 
exhibitors, defendants ask time, 
place, names of participants, etc., 
plus a description of the phrase ‘pri- 
ority and preference.’ 

Petitioner is asked to 
franchises, contracts, agreements 
and understandings in connection 
with the charge reating to priority 
or preference ‘accomplished through 
a system and series of franchises, 
contracts, agreements and under- 
standings,’ plus period of time de- 
fendants have been extended prior- 
ity. 

Defendants ask for identification 
of instances of alleged reservation of 
film in favor of producer-chain de- 
fendants, together with whether it is 
claimed this alleged reservation re- 
sults from any contract, agreement 
or understanding among them and; 
if so, to furnish particulars. 

Instances whether two or more 
producer-chains arrange a conven- 
ient division of pictures between 
them in large metropolitan areas is 
also asked. 


identify 


One charge of the Government is 
that all indie exhibs are systemati- 
cally excluded from procuring, un- 
der fair competitive conditions, first 
or preferred-run of high grade, 
quality films. A definition of the 
phrase ‘high grade, quality films’ 
and identification of instances where 
this exclusioin has occurred are 
sought. It is also asked that peti- 
tioner state the characteristics which 
distinguish ‘feature photoplays of 
the better grade and quality’ from 
other photoplays and from ‘high 
grade quality films.’ Clarity is sought 
on whether defendants are charged 
with having monopolized the pro- 
duction of ‘feature photoplays’ or 
only of ‘feature photoplays of the 
better grade and quality.’ 


Memorandum states that defen- 
dants do not knw whether petitioner 
claims the alleged monopoly of pro- 
duction has been obtained by any of 
them acting independently of the 
others or as a result of the joint ef- 
forts of all the producer defendants. 
Details in this connection are asked, 
as well as to cover the charge re- 
lating to placing under contract of 
most of the valuable stars, featured 
players, directors, technicians, etc., 
including term of service, salary, 
number of pictures contracted to be 
made or any other standard peti- 


tioner has in mind which will enable | 


identification of the stars and others 
‘unlawfuly placed under contract.’ 


Personnel 
Particulars are also demandtd as 


to personnel which has been under | California most of time. 


contract to more than one producer 
at the same time, including period 
and instances; data as to identifica- 
tion of instances where personnel has 
not been permitted to be placed 
under contract by an indie producer; 
identification of the period of time 
covered by the allegation that ‘in re- 
cent years’ defendants have carried 
on a practice of loaning contract tal- 
ent among themselves; and instances 
where defendants have refused a 


Alvin, Mpls, in the Middle of Odd 


Selling Situation; Other Film Deals 





loan to an indie company. 

Information is desired on range of 
admission prices called for by the 
phrase, ‘small admission prices’ and 
the range of production of pictures | 
petitioner claims are ‘cheaper pic- 
tures.’ 

Details in connection with the | 
charge of imposition of unfair trade | 
practices is asked, including whether | 
this has been as a result of any | 
agreement among the defendants and | 
whether it is claimed practices have | 
been imposed upon indie exhibs only 
in the situations where they compete | 
with an affiliated chain theatre. | 
Definition of ‘affiliated theatre’ is) 
also sought, together with nature and | 
extent of the control of a theatre by | 
a majo: producer or of its financial | 
interest there which determines that | 
such a theatre is ‘affiliated.’ | 

Defendants ask what relationship 
petitioner claims exists between the 
acquisition by Warners of Stanley 
Co. and First National, and the viola- 
tions of law charged throughout the 
petition. 

What is meant by the phrase ‘bet- 
ter motion picture films’; the number 
of such films that petitioner claims 
has been produced by the defendant 
companies and by all producers dur- 
ing each of the years covered, is ah- 
other request made. 

Key Cities, Etc. 

Names and locations of cities 
which the petitioner claims are ‘key 
cities’; what the petitioner claims 
constitutes a ‘circuit’; a definition of 
the phrase ‘dominated and con- 
trolled’ in connection with the charge 
producer-chains have for many years 
controlled almost all of the metro- 
politan de luxe theatres; names of 
such de luxe theatres, etc., are also 
sought in the bill of particulars. 

Other requests concern whether 
petitioner claims that curtailment of 
the number of films made by them 
has been accomplished pursuant to 
any agreemert and in what respects 
franchises and agreements are selec- 
tive in character in line with charge 
produccr-distribs favor licensing of 
product to producer-chain defend- 
ants. ; 





The motion is filed in behalf of all 
defendants in the U. S. suit except- 
ing Par News, Harry O. King, 
Charles A. McCulloch, Harold A. 
Fortington, Frederick Strauss, Co- 
lumbia Pictures and co-defendants, 
United Artist. and all UA defendants, 
Adolph Ramish, Al Lichtman, George 
M. Armsby and William A. Phillips. 
Columbia and UA defendants have 
filed separate motions, 


Order Examination In 
Upstate N. Y. Action 


Numerous executives of motion pic- 
ture concerns were ordered yester- 
day (Tuesday) by N. Y. Federal 
Judge Edward Conger to appear for 
examination before trial of the $225,- 
000 anti-trust suit brought by the 
Orange County (N.Y.) Theatres, Inc., 
against Eugene Levy and George 
Walsh, operators of picture houses 
at Newburgh, N. Y. Other defend- 
ants in the action are’ Paramount 
Pictures, Inc., 20th Century-Fox, Big 
U Film Exchange, RKO-Radio Pic- 
tures, and United Artists. Those di- 
rected te appear and to bring records 
of picture leases covering the period 
from 1935-1937 are Joseph Lee, also 
a defendant, to appear on Dec. 5; 
S. R. Kent, president of 20th-Fox, 
Dec. 6; Neil Agnew and M. S. Kus-' 














| of 20th-Fox, Dec. 21. 





sell, both of Paramount, Dec. 7: 
Walsh, Dec. 13, and William Sussman 





HAYBURNER PAYS OFF 
Hollywood, Noy. 29. 
Marie Wiison’s  ffirst _ starrer, 
‘Sweepstakes Winner,’ got the gun; 
yesterday (Monday) at Warners. 
Another starter was ‘Smashing the 


Money Ring,’ one of the Secret 
Service series starring Ronald 
Reagan. 





SMITH’S NEW ERPI POST 





Clifford W. Smith, formerly gen- 
eral sales manager for Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc., left yesterday | 
(Tuesday) for the Coast to take his | 
new post as general West Coast man- | 
ager of Erpi. 





Still Campaigning 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 29. 

At opening of new Harris- 
Senator theatre here last week, 
Frank J. Harris, president of 
company and Allegheny county 
GOP chairman, told how his 
circuit had opened 20 houses 
here in last five years. He 
then introduced Mayor Scully, 
of Pittsburgh, a Democrat, but 
not before handing him a po- 
litical rib or two. 

Scully got back at him, how- 
ever, when he cracked: ‘Open- 
ing 20 theatres in a Democratic 
administration speaks better for 
my party than it does for 
Frank’s.’ 











STILL IN THE 
RUNNING 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


Yesterday’s Hollywood stars are 
still on the job, although their names 
no longer illuminate the marquees. 
They can be spotted in any of the 
studios, playing character roles, bit 
parts or anything they can snatch 
out of the cinema grab bag. 

One can find a flock of them in one 
picture on the Warner lot. ‘Juarez’ 
has more than 50 speaking parts, and 
in them are such bygone luminaries 
as Frank Mayo, Stuart Holmes, Paul 
Panzer, Holmes Herbert, Fred Mala- 
testa, Montagu Love and Francis 
McDonald. 

On the same lot Monte Blue, once 
a star in his own right, has a speak- 
ing part in ‘Dodge City,’ Vera Lewis 
is doing her bit in ‘Always Leave 
Them Laughing,’ and Jack Richard- 
son ‘still promotes an _ occasional 
laugh. 

It-looks like an oldtimers conven- 
tion at Paramount. Ethel Clayton 
and Mary McLaren are in ‘Midnight.’ 
Betty Compson has a featured spot 
in ‘Hotel Imperial.” Bryant Wash- 
burn and Don Alvarado do their stuff 
in ‘Cafe Society.’ Agnes Ayres, 
Valentino’s girl friend in ‘The 
Sheik,’ is in ‘Union Pacific,’ along 
with Julia Faye. Antonio Moreno, 
Polly Moran and Raymond Hatton 
are in ‘Ambush.’ 

At RKO, Evelyn Brent is doing a 
comeback and dickering for a con- 
tract. Jack Mulhall is making good 
in character parts and so is Herbert 
Rawlinson. i 

Betty Blythe, once the gorgeous 
Queen of Sheba, breaks into the cast 
frequently at Metro. Working oc- 
casionally at the same studio are 
King Baggott, Maurice Costello, 
Barbara Bedford, Harry Myers and 
Rosemary Theby. 

20th-Fox affords occasional jobs 
for Clara Kimball Young, Ruth Clif- 
ford and Pauline Garon, and Uni- 
versal does the same for Gertrude 
Astor and Jean Acker. 

A colossal aggregation of stars— 
if they could roll back the years. 


From Art to Artist, 
Gene Aiello’s Pic Shift 


Gene Aiello may step from the art 
department to pictures as an actor. 
He has been contatted by Columbia 
for a part in ‘Golden Boy,’ based on 
th: play, and is scheduled to dis- 
cuss the matter with Rouben Ma- 
moulian, director, now in New York. 

Formerly with United Artists’ art 
department, Aiello joined Para- 
mount as an artist several weeks 
ago. 


WB’s Xmas Midniters 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 
Orders were sent out by Warner 
circuit this week for midnight shows 
in keys and selected group of other 
houses on Sunday, Dec. 25 (Christ- 
mas Day). 
All houses have a regular standing 














|order for the 12 o’clockers on New 


In new duties, Smith will be in| Year’s Eve, which this year falls on 


ja Saturday. 
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Being Closed Up All Over the Map 


Minneapolis, Nov. 29. 

Although W. A. Steffes announced 
last summer than his Alvin, de luxe 
loop 1,600-seat house, would reopen 
this fall with a film policy, the house 
continues dark and the reason is in- 
ability to obtain product, according 
to those in the know. Steffes himself 
refuses to discuss the situation. It 
was common knowledge in trade 
circles, however, that he had sent 
out queries to the various exchanges 
relative to availability of product 
and that the answers were not at all 
encouraging. 

At the time that Steffes made his 
announcement relative to the Alvin’s 
reopening, following the filing of the 
government’s anti-trust suit against 
major distributors, he had expressed 
confidence that local exchanges 


| would not have the temerity to deny 


VET FILM STARS 


him product in light of trade devel- 


opments. In effect, he declared he’d 
get pictures ‘or know the reason 
why.’ 


United Artists here hasn’t made a 
product deal yet with the Paramount 
circuit, and there is talk in trade 
circles that this product may go into 
the Alvin. But Steffes says he ‘never 
heard of the report’ and Ralph 
Cramblett, United Artists’ branch 
manager here, refuses to discuss the 
matter. 

UA insistence on percentage deals 
for all of its releases has kept it 
from selling Twin City independent 
exhibitors as well as the Paramount 
chain. Percentages demanded run 
from 25-35%. The only company that 
has gotten away with percentages, 
as far as the Minneapolis and St. 
Paul independents are concerned, is 
Metro. Although the independents 
went on record at the outset of the 
selling season that they wouldn’t 
make an exception in M-G case, this 
time they have done so, going for 
the company’s deal with four per- 
centage pictures almost 100%. 

Paramount still is having trouble 
making deals with the Twin City in- 
dependents, not on account of per- 
centage, but on account of the stiff 
rentals asked. 





GN and Mono Selling 

Deals already made on Grand Na- 
tional product following takeover of 
company by E. W. Hammons in- 
cludes the Fabian circuit for Brooke 
lyn; Shea chain in Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania and New England situations, 
and the Warner New Jersey circuit 
for two early releases as starter, 
‘Shadows Over Shanghai’ and ‘Cipher 
Bureau.’ 

Late buys for Monogram’s '38-39 
product include the Schine circuit 
in New York and Ohio; Kincey-Wil- 
by in Georgia and North Carolina; 
Martin in south; Sparks circuit in 
Florida; Great States in Indiana and 
Illinois; Cheseborough, Cincinnati; 
Jefferson Amusement, Dallas; Cen- 
tral States and Pioneer Theatres, 
Iowa; Dickinson Theatres in Kan- 
sas; WB upstage, in Jersey, Wash- 
ington, L. A. and Penrisylvania ter- 
ritories; Rickards and Nace, Arizona; 
Strand Enterprises, Memphis; Rosen- 
blatt & Welt in N. J.; Comerford in 
Philadelphia; E. K. Taylor circuit, 
Salt Lake and the Saenger circuit in 
the south. ; 

Republic has closed one of its 
most important deals to date with 
the Skouras Metropolitan N. Y. cir- 
cuit for 65 houses for 1938-39 pro- 
duct. Morris Epstein, Rep’s N. Y. 
branch manager negotiated the buy 
with John’ Benas,_ representing 
Skouras. 

United Artists has closed on its ’38- 
39 product with the Interstate Cire 
cuit of 100 houses in the southwest 
and the Schine chain of 75 opera- 
tions in New York, Ohio, Kentucky 
and Maryland. 


WB’s Frenchie 
Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Warner circuit here has bought 
‘Grand Illusion,’ French pic, for a 
large number of its houses here. 
Foreigns are generaly taboo except 
in a few heavily-lingual nabes, but 
‘Illusion’ had such a long run at the 
tiny Studio here that WB snapped 

it up for general release. 





Spurs for the McCoy 
Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
‘Outlaws Paradise,’ third of the 
eight Tim McCoy westerns for Vic- 
tory Pictures, rolled yesterday 
(Monday) at Progressive studios. 
Cast includes Benny Corbett, John 








Barclay and Ted Adams 
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STOCKHOLDERS 
SUE ON PATHE 
PLAN 


Proposed plan of liquidation on 
which stockholders of Pathe Film 
Corp. were to vote next month ran 
into difficulties Monday (28) when 
17 stockholders of the corporation 
filed suit in N. Y. supreme court in 
an attempt to restrain directors from 
holding the stockholders’ meeting 
and pass on the proposal. Justice 
Louis A. Valente has set Dec. 5 as 
date for hearing of motion for tempo- 
rary injunction pending trial of the 
suit. 

Complaint by this stockholder 
group, representing 2,445 shares of 
stock, alleged that Robert I. Young 
and other defendants, officers and 
directors of Pathe Film, plan to or- 
ganize a new company to take over 
certain assets of Pathe in return for 
$540,000 in debenture bonds in the 
new company. The plaintiffs claim 
that this is an inadequate amount to 
trade for the assets involved, charg- 
ing that ‘such a move by the de- 
fendants would be for their sole 
benefit and against the best interest 
of the general stockholders. 

The action is brought by Anna 
Bashlow and other stockholders. If 
the court issues a restraining order, 
the entire plan of liquidation, made 
purportedly to pass the benefits of 
Pathe’s 35% stockholdings in Du 
Pont Film Co. on to common share- 





holders, might be sidetracked for 
several months. Understanding this 
week, however, was that close 


to 70% of the total of 585,002 shares 
of common outstanding had signified 
by proxy that holders would at- 
tend the special meeting and vote on 
the plan. Because only 80% is 
needed to secure approval of the 
plan, it is conceivable that plans for 
the meeting might go forward, of 
course, with court approval. 


Details 


Liquidation plan eliminates the 
preferred issue of 7,833 shares by 
paying $100 to each present stock- 
holder plus accrued dividends due 
on the 7% preference stock. Bank 
loan of about $1,071,000 will carry 
out this plan for eliminating the pre- 
ferred and take care of $275,000 note 
due to the Central Hanover Bank & 
Trust Co. 

Common stockholders, under the 
plan, would receive one share of 
Monogram Pictures stock for each 
11,323 shares held and would get a 
pro rata amount of the promissory 
notes of Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. 
owned by Pathe and of face amount 
of $248,000. 

They also would receive a pro- 
portionate amount of the 3,500 shares 
of Du Pont Film stock, whether or 
not they purchased any part of 
$540,000 worth of debenture bonds in 
the new company. Plan provides a 
chance to purchase a proportionate 
share of these bonds according to 
number of Pathe common shares 
held, thereby avoiding fees and taxes 
involved in the actual sale of any 
part of the 3,500 shares. 

Pathe’s Net, $21,613 

Pathe Film Corp. showed a net 
profit of $21,613 for the nine-month 
period ending Sept. 30. Company 
actually showed a loss on film, de- 
velopment and printing operations 
of $35,160, but $105,000 in dividends 
received from DuPont Film Corp., 
plus other income items as well as 
additional expenditures produced 
the profit. 

The actual income from operations 
was $725,185 as compared with 
$783,202 for the full year of 1936 
and about $400,000 lower than the 
full year of 1937. Pathe paid divi- 
dends only on its $7 preferred stock, 
of which only 7,833 now are out- 
standing. 





KIRSCH’S CHARITY FEED 

Chicago, Nov. 29. 
Original plan for the testimonial 
dinner to be given Jack Kirsch, Al- 
lied president, on Friday (2) have 
been altered at Kirsch’s insistance. 
It had been originally figured to 
present him with a Cadillac, but 
Kirsch vetoed this gift and has 
asked the testimonial committee 
that all monies realized be turned 

Over to charity. 

Expected that around $6,500 will 


be raised from the $10-a-plate din- 
ner, 





Advance Production Chart 





. , ‘ Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Studios slacking their production pace in the past two weeks, having 


only 38 pictures before the cameras, as of Nov, 23, as compared to 48 two 


weeks prior. Either released or previewed are 140, with 86 in the cutting 
rooms and 316 still to start shooting to complete season’s promise of 580. 





Columbia 


New Balance te 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘CALIFORNIA FRONTIER,’ produced by Monroe Shaff; direct 
Elmer Clifton; original screen play by Shanes Shaff and pcm Hoon? 
photographed by Eddie Linden. Cast: Buck Jones, Carmen Bailey, Jose 
aon reer meg doe 9d eee, ee Stanley Blystone, Ernie Adams, Bob 

‘ry, S arias, Soledad Jiminez, i 
Ellis) Ray Teal, Carl Retina, Tom London, Billy Bletcher, Paul 

‘INTERNATIONAL SPY,’ formerly titled ‘SPY RING,’ produced b 
Jack Fier for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Christy Dalinanes no writing 
credits released; photographed by Allen Seigler. Cast: Fay Wray, Ralph 
Bellamy, Warren Hull, Regis Toomey, Walter Kingsford, Lorna Gray, 
Ann Doran, Paul Whitney, Mae Wallace, John Tyrrell, Dick Curtis. 

NORTH OF SHANGHAI,’ formerly titled ‘LIFE Is CHEAP,’ produced 
by Wallace McDonald for Irving Briskin unit; directed by D. Ross Leder- 
man; no writing credits released; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: 
Betty Furness, James Craig, Keye Luke, Dick Curtis, Joseph Downing, 
Honorable Wu, Cy Kendall, Lotus Liu, John Tyrrell. 

“HOMICIDE BUREAU’ (for 1938-39 release); associate producer, Jack 
Fier; directed by C. C, Coleman, Jr.; original screen play by Earle Snell; 
photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Rita Hayworth, 
Robert Paige, Marc Lawrence, Ed Fetherston, Richard Fiske, Jane Morgan. 
_ ‘WRECKAGE,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by Lewis D. Col- 
lins; screen play by Gordon Rigby and Tom Kilpatrick; photographed by 
James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Dolores Costello, Pert Kelton, Addi- 
son Richards, Joseph Crehan, Donald Briggs, Holmes Herbert, Carol 
Wayne, Dorothy Granger, Maxine Leslie, Al Bridge, Emerson Treacy, 
Jack Rice, Harry Harvey, Ray Bourbon. 

‘THE THUNDERING WEST,’ formerly titled ‘TRAIL OF THE TUM- 
BLEWEED,’ produced by Harry Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; di- 
rected by Sam Nelson; original screen play by J. Bennett Cohen; photo- 
graphed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Dick 
Curtis, Bob Nolan, Ed LeSaint, Frank Bell, Eddie Cobb, Art Mix, Slim 
Whittaker, Hal Taliaferro, Ed Peil, Dick Botiller, Robert Fiske. 

TEXAS STAMPEDE,’ formerly titled ‘RIO GRANDE ROUNDUP,’ pro- 
duced by Harry Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nel- 
son; original screen play by John Francis Royal; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Sons of the Pioneers, Bob 
Nolan, Fred Kohler, Jr., Hank Bell, Raphael Bennett, Blackjack Ward, 
Lee Prather, Eddie Cobb, Ed Hearn, Frank Austin. 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 

‘LONE WOLF’S DAUGHTER,’ produced by Joseph Sistrom; directed by 
Peter Godfrey; screen play by Jonathan Latimer; photographed by Joseph 
Walker. Cast: Warren William, Ida Lupino, Virginia Weidler, Rita Hay- 
worth, Marc Lawrence, Ralph Morgan, Don Beddoe, Ben Welden, Leonard 
Carey, Tommy Dugan, Forbes Murray, John Tyrell, Marek Windheim, 
Bud Jamison, Lorna Gray, Stanley Brown, Beatrice Curtis, Lola Jensen, 
James Craig, Jack Norton, Anthony Hughes, Eddie Laughton, Vernon 
Dent, James Blaine, Frank Baker, Eddie Fetherston. 

‘RACKETEERS,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald; directed by C. C. 
Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits released; photographed by Alan Siegler. 
Cast: Alan Baxter, Jacqueline Wells, Joseph King, Gordon Oliver, Willard 
Robertson, John Tyrell, Ed Fetherston, Dick Curtis, Harry Strang, Joseph 
Caits, Eddie Laughton, George Taylor, Stanley Brown, Frank Mills, Joe 
Harmon, James Millican, Frank O’Connor, Ed Cobb, Kernan Crips, Robert 


Walker, E. L. Dale, Art Dupuis, Al Ferguson, Ky Robinson, Sam Ash, | 


Al Herman, Forbes Murray, Edward Hearn. 

‘LET US LIVE,’ produced by William Perlberg; directed by John Brahm; 
screen play by Anthony Veiller and Allen Rivkin. Cast: Henry Fonda, 
Maureen O’Sullivan, Ralph Bellamy, Henry Kohler, Alan Baxter, Stanley 


Ridges. 
Grand National - 
. Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
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Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE LONG SHOT,’ Fine Arts production for Crand National release; 

produced by Franklyn Warner; associate producer-director. Charles La- 
mont; screen play by Ewart Adamson; original story by Harry Beresford 
and George Callaghan; Bg tangy by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Gordon 
Jones, Marshal Hunt, C. Henry Gordon, George Meeker, Harry Daven- 
port, James Robbins, George E. Stone ,Dorothy Fay, Frank Darrien, Tom 
Kennedy, Earle Hodgin, Emerson Treacy, Guy Seabrook, Lee Phelps, Ben 
Burt. 
‘FURY’S IN THE SADDLE,’ produced by Arthur Driefuss; directed by 
Sam Diege; original screen play by Arthur Hoerl; photographed by Mack 
Stengler. Cast: Dorothy Page, Milton Frome, Vince Barnett, Linn May- 
berry, Joseph Girard, Frank Ellis, Harrington Reynolds, Merrill McCor- 
mick, Pat Henning, Fred Cordova, Eddie Gordon, Lester Doerr, Walter 
Patterson, Snowy (equine). 

‘THE LAST BARRIER,’ Coronado production; produced by Donald K. 
Lieberman; directed by Samuel Diege; original screen play by Arthur 
Hoerl; photographed by Mack Stengler. Cast: Dorothy Page, David 
O’Brien, Vince Barnett, Ethan Allen, Leonard Trainer, Edward Gordon, 
Stanley Price, Warner Richmond, Merrill McCormick, Lloyd Ingraham, 
Ed Piel. 

‘LADY BUCKAROO,’ Coronado production; produced by Donald K. 
Lieberman; directed by Samuel Diege; original screen play by Arthur 
Hoerl; photographed by Mack Stengler. Cast: Dorothy Page, David 
O’Brien, Vince Barnett, Ed Piel, Dix Davis, Stanley Price, Warner Rich- 
mond, Dorothy Short, Paul Barrett, Lloyd Ingraham, Ethan Allen, Edward 
Gordon, Merrill McCormick. F . 

‘EXILE EXPRESS,’ produced by Eugene Frenke; directed by Otis Gar- 
rett; original by Edwin Justus Mayer; musical score by Dimitri Tiomkin; 
photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Anna Sten, Alan Marshall, Jerome 
Cowan, Walter Catlett, Jed Prouty, Leonid Kinsky, Irving Pichel, Feodor 
Chaliapin, Addison Richards, Henry Roquemore, Byron Foulger, Stanley 
Fields, Harry Davenport, Spencer Charters, Etienne Girardot. sl 

‘THE TRIGGER PALS,’ Conemart Productions; produced by Philip 
N. Krasne; directed by Sam Neufield; original story by George 
Plympton and Ted Richmond; screen play by George Plympton. Cast: 
Arthur Jarrett, Lee Powell, Al St. John, Dorothy Fay, Ernie Adams, 
Stanley Blystone, Ted Adams, Durkie Thane, Earl Douglas, Nina Guilbert, 
Ethan Allen, Bob Walker, Frank La Rue, Wally West, Carl Mathews. 


Metro 
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Pictures now in ‘the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘HONOLULU,’ produced by Jack Cummings; directed by Edward Buz- 








zell; no writing credits released; photographed by Ray June. Cast: 
Eleanor Powell, Robert Young, George Burns and Gracie Allen, Eddie 
Anderson, Judith Allen, Jo Ann Sayres, Rita Johnson, Willie Fung, Clar- 
ence Kolb, Bert Roach. 

‘STAND UP AND FIGHT,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by 
W. S. Van Dyke; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Oliver 
Marsh. Cast: Robert Taylor, Wallace Beery, Florence Rice, Helen Broder- 
ick, Charley Grapewin, Clinton Rosemond, John Qualen, Barton MacLane, 
Robert Gleckler, Claudia Morgan, Charles Bickford, Jonathan Hale. 


‘ICE FOLLIES OF 1939,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Reinhold 
Schunzel; no writing credits released; photographed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: 
Joan Crawford, James Stewart, Lew Ayres, Ice Follies troupe, Jo Ann 
Sayres, Lionel Stander. 

‘CHRISTMAS CAROL,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by 
Edwin L. Marin; no writing credits released; photographed by Sid Wag- 
ner. Cast: Reginald Owen, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart, Terry Kilburn, 
Gene Reynolds, Lynn Carver, Leo G. Carroll, Ann Rutherford, Lionel 
Braham, Matthew Boulton, Elvira Stevens, Forrester Harvey. 

“DEAMATIC SCHOOL, produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by Robert 
Sinclair; screen play by Ernest Vajda; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. 
Cast: Luise Rainer, Paulette Goddard, Alan Marshall, Henry Stephenson, 
Gale Sondergaard, Virginia Grey, Ann Rutherford, Lana rner, Carol 
Parker, Rand Brooks, Dorothy Grainger, Melville Cooper, Marie Blake, 
Erik Rhodes, Genevieve Tobin, Anthony Allen, Hans Conried, Margaret 
Lamont, Frank Puglia, Esther Dale. 

‘SWEETHEARTS’ (in Technicolor for 1938-39 season), produced by Hunt 
Stromberg; directed by W. S. Van Dyke; screen play by Alan Campbell 
and Dorothy Parker; photographed by Olive: Marsh. Cast: Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Nelson Eddy, Mischa Auer, Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger. Herman 
Bing, Minna Gombel, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart. Raymond Walburn, 
Lucille Watson, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardiner, Allyn Josiyn, Fay 
Holden, Olin Howland, Terry Kilburn, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail. 

Metre Pix Now in Preduction 

‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA,’ 
produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed by Frank Borzage; original 
story by Charles MacArthur; photographed by Charles Lawton. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy LaMarr, Fanny Brice, Walter Pidgeon, Thurston 
Hall, Carlos Valdez, Leonard Penn, Ina Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Cal- 
hern, Lana Turner, Mona Barrie, Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, 
Frank Puglia. 

‘IDIOT’S DELIGHT,’ produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed by Clarence 
Brown; from play by Robert E. Sherwood; photographed by William 
Daniels. Cast: Clark Gable, Norma Shearer, Laura Hope Crews, Charles 
Coburn, Pat Paterson, Joseph Schildkraut, Paula Stone, Edward Arnold, 
Burgess Meredith, Skeets Gallagher, Joan Marsh, Bernadene Hayes, Vir- 
ginia Grey, Mitchell Lewis, Virginia Dale, Fritz Feld, Edward Roquello, 
Lorraine Krueger. 

“THE WIZARD OF OZ’ (Technicolor), produced by Mervyn. LeRoy; 
directed by Victor Fleming; based on story by Frank L. Baum; photo- 
graphed by Harold Rosson; for Technicolor, Allan Dazey. Cast: Frank 
Morgan Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack Haley, Charley 
Gravewin, Billie Burke, Margaret Hamilton, Pat Walsh. 

‘THE AWAKENING OF KATRINA,’ formerly titled ‘KATHERINE, THE 
LAST,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Norman Taurog; screen play 
by Gerald Savey and Jack Mintz; photographed by Clive De Vinna. Cast: 
Franciska Gaal, Rita Johnson, Barnett Parker, Franchot Tone, Walter Con- 
nolly, Reginald Gardner, Franklin Pangborn, Charles Judells, Priscilla 
Lawson, Reginald Owen, Billy Gilbert, Barbara Pepper. 

‘BURN ’EM UP O’CONNOK,’ formerly titled ‘SKIDS,’ produced by Harry 
Rapf; directed by Edward Sedgwick; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Lester White. Cast: Dennis O’Keefe, Cecelia Parker, Nat 
Pendleton, Harry Carey, Charley Grapewin, Alan Curtis, Tom Neal, Tru- 
man Bradley, John Butler, Betty Ann Browne. 

*‘HUCKLEBERRY FINN,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by 
Richard Thorpe; no writing credits released; photographed by John Seitz. 
Cast: Mickey Rooney, Walter Connolly, William Frawley, Elizabeth Risdon, 
Minor Watson, Harlan Briggs, Rex Ingram. 





Now Balance te 


Number Number New in BePlaced Stories in 
ef Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Roems Cameras tio» 
Features ....cccese 26 5 0 3 18 18 
Westerns ......+.. 16 4 0 2 10 10 
MOG gcccccveced 42 9 i) 5 28 28 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘GANG BULLETS,’ produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Frank 
Melford; directed by mbert Hillyer; original screen any A by John T. 
Neville; photographed by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Ann Nagel, Robert 
Kent, Charles Trowbridge, Morgan Wallace, J. Farrell MacDonald, John 
T. Murray, Arthur Loft, John Merton, Roger Williams, Duke York, Donald 
Kerr, Carleton Young, Stanley Mack, Harry Strang, Ernie Adams, Isabell 
Lamalle, Martin Spellman, Tom McGuire, Bill Worthington, Bill Lally, 
Eddie Hearn, Frank Nelson, Jack C. Smith, Kernan Kripps, Frank LaRue, 
Frank Hall Crane. 


‘SONG OF THE BUCKAROO,’ formerly titled ‘LITTLE TENDERFOOT, 
produced by Edward Finney; directed by Al Herman; original screen play 
by John Rathmell; photographed by Frances Corbey. Cast: Tex Ritter, 
Jinx Falkenberg, Mary Ruth, Charles King, Tom London, Snub Pollard, 
Maurice Murphy, Frank LaRue, Bob Terry, Ernie Adams, Dave O’Brien, 
Dorothy Fay, Bud Osborne. 

‘| AM A CRIMINAL,’ produced by E. B. Derr; associate ag em Frank 
Melford; directed by William Nigh;. original screen play by John Krafft; 
photographed by Paul Ivano. Cast: John Carroll, Martin Spellman, Kay 
Linaker, Lester Matthews, Craig Reynolds, Mary Kornman, May Beatty, 
Robert Fiske, Wilbur Mack, Jack Kennedy, Dennis Moore, Bryan Folger. 

‘WILD HORSE TRAIL,’ produced by Robert Tansey; directed oe Bob 
Hill; original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert Longe- 
necker. Cast: Jack Randall, Dorothy Short, Frank Vaconelli, Walter Long, 
Dennis Moore, Charles King, Warner Richmond. 

‘TOUGH KID,’ produced by Lindsley Parsons; directed by Howard 
Bretherton; screen play by Karl Brown and Wallyn Totman; photo- 
graphed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Frankie Darro, Judith Allen, Dick 
Purcell, Lillian Elliott, Don Rowan, William Ruhl, Lew Kelly, Ralph 
Peters, Max Davidson, Wilbur Mack, Joe Girard. 


Paramount 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 
Pet Pee ee 51 17 7 11 16 16 
Harry Sherman... 7 5 6 1 1 1 
TOU oc cscabans 58 22 7 12 17 17 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘PARIS HONEYMOON’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harlan Thomp- 
son: directed by Frank Tuttle; screen play by Frank Butler and Don Hart- 
man; based on a story by Angela Sherwood; photographed by Kar! Struss. 
Cast: Bing Crosby. Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff. Ben Blue, Edward 
Everett Horton, Shirley Ross, Rafaela Ottiano. Keith Kenneth. George 
Gay. Norah Gale. Laurie Lane, Louise Seidel, Paula de Cardo. Evelyn 
Keyes, Harriette Haddon, Maria Doray. Louise Seidel, Judy King, Janet 
Waldo. Chery! Walker. Marion Weldon, Dorothy White. . 

‘RIDE A CROOKED MILE,’ formerly titled ‘ESCAPE FROM LEAVEN- 


(Continued on page 19) 


ope 


Poot 


caeseied 


5 eat amin ete 








nn ne 


i a 


—w 


Paine. 


ee-swahe 





i! 
it 
f 





VARIETY Wednesday, November 30, 1938 


: nS | 


En -_—— 





‘FOUR DAUGHTERS 
‘THE SISTERS 
‘BROTHER RAT 
‘ANGELS with DIRTY FACES 
‘HEART oF THE NORTH in technicotor 


Varners made 
them ALL! 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 17) 


WORTH,’ formerly titled ‘THE LAST RIDE,’ formerly titled ‘ESCAP 

FROM YESTERDAY?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced “i Jeff Lazarus; dic 
rected by Alfred E. Green; original story and screen play by Ferdinand 
Reyher and John C. Moffit; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Akim 
Tamiroff, Frances Farmer, Leif Erikson, Lynne Overman, Vladimir Soko- 


loff, Wade Crosby, Dewey Robinson, William Newell, John Bliefer, Alex 
Woloshin, James Flavin. , 


‘ST. LOUIS BLUES’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Jeff Lazarus: 
directed by Raoul Walsh; screen play by John C. Moffitt and Malcolm 
Stuart Boylan; based on adaptation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of sto 
by Eleanore Griffin and William Rankin; additional dialog by Virginia 
Van Upp; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Dorothy 
Lamour, Tito Guizar, Jessie Ralph, Maxine Sullivan, William Frawley 
Punkins Parker, Jerome Cowan, Matty Malneck and His Boys. : 

‘TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE,’ produced by Harold Hurley: a iat 
producer, Edward T. Lowe; directed by Louis King; screen revi ber aria 
Foster, Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony; based on the novel by Mark 
Twain; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Donald O’Connor, Billy Cook 
Porter Hall, Philip Warren, Janet Waldo, Clara Blandic . 


k, Elisabeth Risdon, 
Edward Pawley, Etta McDaniels, Oscar Smith, William Haade, Stanley 


Price, Harry Worth, Si_ Jenks, Clem Bevans, Raymond Hatton, Howard 
Mitchell, Monte Blue, Foy Van Dolson, Vic Demoruelle, Jr... Murdock 
MacQuarrie, Billy Engle, Eugene Jackson, Robert Homans, Jane Ke 
Elsie Bishop, Lew Short, Lon Poff, Albert Hart, Tyler Brooke, Ethel Clay- 
ton. 

‘KING OF CHINATOWN,’ executive producer, Harold Hurley; associate 
producer, Stuart Walker; directed by Nick Grinde; screen play by Lillie 
Hayward and Irving Reis; based on a story by Herbert Biberman; photo- 
graphed by Leo Tover. Cast: Anna May Wong, Akim Tamiroff, J. Carrol 
Naish, Anthony Quinn, Roscoe Karns, Bernadene Hayes, Philip Ahn, Sid- 
ney Toler, Ray Mayer, Alex Pollard, Sam Ash, Charles Trowbridge, Archie 
Twitchell, George Anderson, Marie Burton, Sheila Darcy, Wong Chong, 
Richard Denning, Judy King, Dolores Casey, Dorothy Dayton, Paula De 
Cardo, Harriette Haddon, Helaine Moler, North Gale, Gwen Kenyon, 
Charles B. Wood, George Magrill, Lily King, Ethel Clayton, Guy Usher. 

‘DISBARRED,’ produced by Harold Hurley; directed by Robert Florey; 
screen play by Lillie Hayward and Robert R. Presnell from story by Harry 
Sauber; photographed by Harry Fishbeck. Cast: Gail Patrick, Otto Kruger, 
Robert Preston, Sidney Toler, Helen MacKellar, Clay Clement, Edward 
Marr, Olin Howland. 

‘AMBUSH,’ G.M.O. production; associate producer, William Wright; di- 
rected by Kurt Neumann; screen play by Laura and S. J. Perelman based 
on a story by Robert Ray; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Gladys 
Swarthout, Lloyd Nolan, William Frawley, Ernest Truex, William Henry, 
Hartley Tufts. Rufe Davis, Brod Crawford, Antonio Moreno, Harry Fleisch- 
mann, John Hart, Raymond Hatton, Robert Greig, Richard Denning, Clem 
Bevans, Max Hoffman, Jr., Jim Pierce, Eddie Acuff, Al Hill, Frank Mere- 
dith, Ted Oliver, George Melford, Polly Moran, Mary Zehner, Ethel Clay- 
ton, Wade Boteler, Archie Twitchell, Dolores Casey, Dorothy White. 

‘ZAZA’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
George Cukor; screen play by Zoe Akins; from play by Pierre Berton and 
Charles Simon; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Herbert Marshall, Bert Lahr, Helen Westley, Constance Collier, Genivieve 
Tobin, Rex O'Malley, Rex Evans, Walter Catlett, Robert C. Fischer, Ernest 
Cossart, John Sutton, Michael Brooke, Phiilip Warren, Alexander Leftwich, 
Janet Waldo, Fredrika Brown, Dorothy Dayton, Harriett Haddon, Helaine 
Moler, Dorothy White. Duncan Renaldo, Hala Linda. Tom Ricketts. 

‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S SECRET POLICE,’ G. M. ©. production: 
associate producer, Edward T. Lowe; directed by James Hogan; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: John Howard, 
Heather Angel, H. B. Warner, Elizabeth Patterson, Reginald Denny, E. E. 
Clive, Leo Carroll, Forrested Harvey, David Clyde, Clyde Cook, Gerald 
Rogers, Neil Fitzgerald. Elspeth Dudgeon, Dutch Hendrian, Dick Rush. 

‘ARIZONA BRACELETS,’ produced by Harry Sherman: directed by 
Leslie Selander; based on original story by John Rathmell; additional 
dialog and sequences by Harrison Jacobs; photogarphed by Russel Harlan. 
Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, George Hayes, Charlotte Wynters, 
Russell Hopton, Sonny Bupp, Jack Rockwell, Roy Barcroft, John Merton, 
Bob Kortman, and the King’s Men, quartet. 

‘PERSONS IN HIDING,’ G.M.O. production; associate producer, Edward 
T. Lowe; directed by Louis King: screen play by William R. Lipman and 
Horace McCoy; original by J. Edgar Hoover; photographed by Harry 
Fischbeck. Cast: Patricia Morison, Lynne Overman. William Henry, Elisa- 
beth Risdon, Richard Carle. Charlotte Wynters, William Frawley, Judith 
Barrett, Hartley Tufts, Phillip Warren, Richard Denning, Dorothy Howe, 
Richard Stanley, John Hart. 

‘TWO WEEKS WITH PAY, formerly titled ‘PARENTS ON PROBA- 
TION,’ G. M. O. production; associate producer, William Wright; directed 
by George Archainbaud; screen play by Laura and S. J. Perelman; based 
on a story by Lloyd Corrigan and Monte Brice; photographed by Henry 
Sharp. Cast: Charlie Ruggles, Mary Boland, Joyce Mathews, Donald 
O'Connor, Billy Lee. 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 


‘CAFE SOCIETY,’ produced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Ed H. Griffith; 
original and screen play by Virginia Van Upp; photographed by Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Madeleine Carroll, Fred MacMurray, Shirley Ross, Claude 
Gillingwater, Allyn Joslyn, Don Alvarado, Mira McKinney, Hilda Plow- 
right, Dorothy Tree, Harlan Briggs, Frances Raymond, Ruth Rogers, Dor- 
othy White. 

‘NEVER SAY DIE,’ produced by Paul Jones; directed by Elliott Nugent; 
screen play by Don Hartman, Frank Butler and Preston Sturges; based 
on a play by William H. Post; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Martha 
Raye, Bob Hope, Ernest Cossart, Paul Harvey, Alan Mowbray, Siegfried 
Rumann, Andy Devine. P 

‘UNION PACIFIC,’ produced and directed by Cecil B. DeMille; asso- 
ciate producer, William H. Pine; location director, Arthur Rosson; no 
writing credits released; photographed by Victor Milner. Cast: Barbara 
Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Robert Preston, Akim Tamiroff, J. Carrol Naish, 
Lynne Overman, William Haade. 

‘MIDNIGHT,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow: directed by Mitchell 
Leisen; no writing credits released; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: 
Claudette Colbert, Don Ameche, Francis Lederer, John Barrymore, Mary 
Astor, Elaine Barry, Hedda Hopper. ae . 

‘HOTEL IMPERIAL,’ directed by Robert Florey; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Isa Miranda, Ray Mil- 
land, Reginald Owen, Gene Lockhart, Rudolph Forster, Curt Bois, Michel 
Werboff, Henry Victor, Svencer Charters, Bodil Rosing, Betty Compson, 
Wolfgang, Zilzer, Egon Brecher, Bert Roach, Augustino Borgato, Paul 
Everton, George Magrill, Lee Shumway, Davison Clark, Harry Tenbrook, 
Paul Kruger, Don Cossack Chorus. 

‘’'M FROM MISSOURI,’ produced by Paul Jones: directed by Theodore 
Reed: no writing credits released: photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: 
Bob Burns, Gladys George, Judith Barrett, Barry Mackay, William Henry. 

‘THE LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY,’ vroduced by Jeff Lazarus; directed 
by Al Hall: no. writine credits released; photographed by_ Theodor 
Sparkukl. Cast: George Raft, Ellen Drew, Hugh Herbert, ZaSu Pitts. 


RKO-Radio 











Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 
BONG ids ccc cee ce 50 12 7 28 28 
Sol Lesser........ 3 2 i 0 0 0 
Herbert Wilcox... 1 Qo 0 ¥ 1 1 
PU ea 54 14 52 ca 7 29 29 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘GUNGA DIN’ (for 1938-39), produced and directed by George Stevens; 
screen play by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur; photographed by Joe 
August. Cast: Cary Grant. Victor McLaglen, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. Joan 
Fontaine, Eduardo Ciannelli, Sam Jaffe, Montagu Love, Lumsden Hare, 
Robert Coote, Abner Biperman. : 

‘BEAUTY FOR THE ASKING,’ produced by B. P. Fineman; directed by 
Glenn on; original story by Edmund L. Hartmann; screen play by 
Doris Anderson and Paul Jarrico; photographed by Frank Redman. Cast: 
Lucille Ball, Patric Knowles, Donald Woods, Frieda Inescort, Leona 

aricle, Inez Courtney, Frances Mercer, Whitney Bourne, Ann Evers. 


ckley, | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


‘ARIZONA LEGION,’ produced by Bert Gilroy: 
ard; original by Bernard McConville; screen play by Oliver Drake; photo- 
graphed by Harry Wild. Cast: George O’Brien, Laraine Johnson, Carlyle 
Moore, Tom Chatterton, Glenn Strange. 


‘PACIFIC LINER,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew Landers; 
original by Anthony Coldeway and Henry Roberts Symonds; screen 
adaptation by John Twist; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Victor 
McLaglen, Chester Morris, Wendy Barrie, Alan Hale, Barry Fitzgerald, 
Paul Guilfoyle, Allan Lane, John Wray, Douglas Walton, Walter Miller. 

‘THE GREAT MAN VOTES,’ produced by C'iff Reid; directed by Garson 
Kanin; original by Gordon Malherbe Hillman; screen play by John Twist; 
photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: John Barrymore, Peter Holden, 
Virginia Weidler, Donald MacBride, Bennie Bartlett, Katharine Alexander, 


directed by Dave How- 


Warners’ Profit 
Down $3,945,461: 
Debenture Plan 


Kerrigan. 
‘THE PURE IN MIND,’ formerly titled ‘SAINTS WITHOUT WINGS 


Bein; photographed by Roy Hunt. 
Willis. ; 


Nichols and John Twist; photographed by Russell Metty. 
Ball, James Ellison, Lee Bowman, Granville Bates, 
Dick Elliott, Florence Lake, Frank Shannon. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 


credits released; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: 
Fred Malatesta, Scotty Beckett, Astrid Allwyn, Phyllis Kennedy. 


no writing credits released; photographed by Robert De Grasse. 


Lamont. 


Jackie Salling, Milo Marchetti, Jr., Stanton Mu. 


by Leigh Jason; screen play by Ernest Pagano and Dalton Trumbo; photo 
graphed by J. Roy Hunt. 





Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


by Earl Felton; photographed by Ernest Miller. 
Burke, Ralph Morgan, Sidney Blackmer, Victor Killian. 


Royle, Per 


Williams, Earl Askam, Olin Francis. 


William Nobles. 
Henning, Frank Jaquet, Joe Whitehead. 











Maxwell Shane; photographed by Ernest Miller. 
ston, June Travis, Ben Welden, Horace MacMahon, Gene Morgan, Marga 


Elisabeth Risdon, Granville Bates, Luis Alberni, Clarence Kolb, J. M. 


produced and directed by P. J. Wolfson; original screen play by Albert 


Cast: Anne Shirley, Roger Daniel, 
James McCallon, Walter Ward, Charles Powers, John Fitzgerald, Frank 
Malo, Paul White, Alan Baxter, Walter Tetley, Arthur Hohl, Norman 


‘NEXT TIME I MARRY,’ formerly titled ‘TRAILER ROMANCE,’ pro- 
duced by Cliff Reid; directed by Garson Kanin; screen play by. Dudley 
Cast: Lucille 
Mantan Moreland, 


‘LOVE AFFAIR,’ produced and directed by Leo McCarey; no writing | 


Irene Dunne, 
Charles Boyer, Lee Bowman, Maria Ouspenskaya, Maurice Moscovitch, 


‘FISHERMAN’S WHARF,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Bernard 
Vorhaus; original screen play by Bernard Schubert, Herbert Clyde Lewis 
and Ian Hunter; photographed by Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Bobby 
Breen, Leo Carrillo, Henry Armetta, Lee Patrick, Tommy Bupp, Rosina 
Galli, George Humbert, Leon Belasco, Leonard Kimbrick, Ronny Page, 


‘THE FLYING IRISHMAN,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 


Cast: Douglas Corrigan, Paul Kelly, Robert 


Armstrong, Donald McBride, Dorothy Appleby, Eddie Quillan, Joyce 
Compton, 
e 
Republic 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promise: pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
TOU: cc So eio0 8 005 ; 59 14 1 5 39 39 


‘ORPHANS OF THE STREET,’ formerly titled ‘STRONGHEART,’ pro- | , 
duced by Herman Schlom; directed by Irving Pichel; original screen play | been increased by $90,000. 
Cast: Tommy Ryan, 
Robert Livingston, June Storey, Ace (canine), Harry Davenport, James 


‘RED RIVER RANGE,’ produced by William Berke; directed by George 
Sherman; original story by Luci Ward; screen play by Stanley Roberts, 
Betty Burbridge and Luci Ward. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Max 
Terhune, Polly Moran, Lorna Gray, Kirby Grant, Sammy McKim, William 
Ivins, Stanley Blystone, Lenore Bushman, Burr Caruth, Roger 


‘SHINE ON HARVEST MOON,’ produced by Charles E. Ford; directed 
by Joe Kane; original screen play by Jack Natteford; photographed by 
Cast: Roy Rogers, Mary Hart, William Farnum, Lulu 
Belle and Scotty, Chester Gunnels, Stanley Andrews, Jack Rockwell, Pat 


‘FEDERAL MAN HUNT,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by 
Nick Grinde; original by Sam Fuller and William Lively; screen play by 
Cast: Robert Living- 





Operating profit of Warner Bros. 
and subsidiaries dropped $3,945,461 
in the fiscal year ending last Aug. 
27, as compared with the preceding 
fiscal 12 months, according to the 
company’s statement issued last 
week. Operating profit totaled $1,- 
929,721 as against $5,876,182 in the 
previous year, after provisions for 
Federal income tax including surtax 
on undistributed profits and after 
deducting all other charges, in both 
instances. This was equal to 4lc 
on the common as compared with 





‘THE CASTLES,’ produced by George Haight; directed by Henry Pe: | $1.48 for the fiscal year ending in 

ast: 
Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Walter Brennan, Lew Fields. Edna_May 
Oliver, Jack Carson, Esther Muir, Janet Beecher, Donald MacBride, Sonny 


| 1937, after providing for the pre- 
ferred dividends. 

Gross income, after eliminating 
inter-company transactions, -totaled 
$102,205,911 as compared with $100,- 
516,498 in 1937. 

The company noted the fact that 
Warnott, Inc., 75% of whose capital 
stock is owned by Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc., and Continental 
- | Lithograph Corp., 77.16% of whose 
common stock and 58.10% of whose 
preferred stock is owned by Warner 
Bros. Pictures, Inc., are included in 
the consolidated financial statement 
for the first time. As a consequence, 
the accounts of all subsidiary com- 
panies in which the company owns 
directly or indirectly, 75% or more 
of the equity or common stock are 
included in the statement. 

In addition to the operating profit, 
a net credit has been made to the 
deficit statement in the amount of 
$1,931,024 and capital surplus has 


Deficit Cut 
As a result of this $1,931,024 net 
credit, Warner’ Bros. statement 


shows that the deficit on Aug. 27, 
1938, carried to balance sheet, 
amounted to only $327,298 as against 
$4,188,044 on Aug. 28 last year. Com- 
pany’s capital surplus was figured 
at $57,134,330. 

Warner Bros, noted the fact that 
pictures planned and produced on a 
elaborate scale during the fiscal year 
covered by the report. when re- 
covery seemed to have definitely set 
in late in 1936 and early in 1937, 
. | were more expensive than estimated 














ret Mann, Charles Halton, Sybil Harris, John Gallaudet, Jerry Tucker, | because of new labor contracts, labor 


Matt McHugh, Frank Conklin. 


‘FIGHTING THOROUGHBREDS, formerly titled ‘KENTUCKY SWEEP- 
STAKES,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by Sidney Salkow; 
Totman; additional Gist by re oe dM 

iginal story by Clarence E. Marks and Robert Wyler; photographe 
Jack Marta. "cast: Ralph Byrd. Mary Carlisle, Robert Allen, George Hayes, 
Kenne Duncan, Victor Kilian, Eddie 


screen play by Wellyn 


Jack Marta. 
Marvin Stephens, Charles Wilson, 
Brian, Robert Warwick. 


Republic Pix Now in Production 


‘MYSTERIOUS MISS X,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed oe 
Michael Whalen, Mary Hart, Chick Chandler, Wade Boteler, Regis Toomey, 


Meins; no writing credits released; photographed by Ernest Miller. 








Don Douglas. 
20th Century-Fox 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Tetal * 6 5%: Jieeeu ae 55 21 3 7 24 24 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘GIRL FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY 

y - ), produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by 
ce, ated caliente Oe 4 photographed by Karl Freund. 
Keye Luke, Arthur 


Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; photo 
re Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, 
Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 


‘THE LITTLE PRINCESS’ 


Miller; Technicolor photography by William Skall. 


Ira Stevens. 


*TAIL SPIN,’ grotpoes by 
iginal screen play by f 
Alice Faye, Seashones eat panty ones Joan Davis, 
, Kane Richmond, Wally Vernon, } 

prong Bataea Necria J. Anthony Hughes, Jack Pennick, Warren Hymer. 


Harry Joe Brown; directed by Roy Del 


’ MUSKETEERS,’ produced by Raymond Griffith: directed 

a Gone music and lyrics by Sid gray co aa <7 
. lay b . M. Musselman, ._ A. 

ee Se er meoate onits Brothers material by Sid Kuller and Ray 

Cast: Ritz Brothers, Don 

Barnes, Joseph Schild- 

Atwill, Douglass Dumbrille, 


by Allan Dwan; 


and Sam Hellman; special Ritz 
Golden; photographed by Peverell Marley. | 
Ameche, Gloria Stuart, Pauline Moore, Binnie 
kraut, John Carradine, John King, Lionel 
Miles Mander, Russell Hicks 


, - icolor), produced by Nunnally 
‘JESSE JAMES’ (for 1938-39, in Technico or), p by Nunnally John- 
ower, Henry Fonda, 
Nancy Kelly, Walter Brennan, John Carradine, J. Edward Bromberg, Brian 


original screen pla 


Johnson; directed by Henry King; Cast: Tyrone 


son; photographed by George Barnes. 


Donlevy, Douglas Fowley, Jane Darwell, Donald Meek, Ernest Whitman. 


¢ > (i i roduced by Gene Markey; directed by 
erg eg itrmenganay pods Trotti al John Taintor Foote; from 
Taintor; photographed by Ernest Palmer. 
Greene, Walter Brennan, Ralph Morgan, 
Willard Robinson, Douglas Dumbrille, James West, Charles Waldron, Karen 


David Butler; screen play by 
novel, ‘Look of Eagles,’ by John 
Cast: Loretta Young, Richard 


Morley, Ward Robinson, Moroni Olsen. 


‘THANKS FOR EVERYTHING,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown: directed 


William A. Seiter; music and lyrics by 
Tugend; 
(Continued on page 21) 


by 
screen play by Harry 


(in Technicolor), yi = 4 bao oo 
directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Ethel Hill an alter Ferris; 
Burnett; photographed by Arthur 

based on novel by Frances Hodgson ne 2 Shiney ‘Temple, 
i _ Anita Louise, Ian Hunter, Cesar Romero, Arthur Treacher, 
om BF reroll Jenea. Miles Mander, Marcia Mae Jones, Deidre Gale, 


Ruth; 

< : hed by John Mescall. Cast: 
Frank Wead; photograp y Beco eg 
Joan Valerie, Robert Low- 


adaptation by Curtis Kenyon and Art 


laws and taxes. 

WB Debenture Exchange Detailed 
A total of $18,864,000 principal 

amount of Warner Bros. debentures 

have been deposited, and certificates 


stock exchange, issued for them un- 
der the plan of exchange provided 
by Warner directors. 

This note points out that the com- 
pany’s optional 6% convertible de- 
bentures, due in 1939, mature by 
their terms un Sept. 1 next year and 
that the directors have given care- 
ful consideration to this maturity. 
After a canvass of the situation, it 
is stated, it became obvious, from 
the condition of the capital securi- 
ties market, that a satisfactory offer- 
ing of a refunding issues of deben- 
tures could not be successfully un- 
derwritten and sold. Only other al- 
ternative was to offer to debenture 
holders new debs in exchange for 
the old maturing in 1939. Company 
then submitted a plan of exchange 
dated July 22 this year to debenture 
holders, providing for the offering 
of transferable certificates of de- 
posit for the $29,400,000 debentures 
then outstanding, new series being 
due in 1948. 

Under the 75% stipulation, to make 
the plan effective, Warner Bros. 
needs less than $4,000.000 of old liens 
to be shifted into certificates for the 
new debentures to make the plan 
operative. However, the company 
must make declaration to that effect. 
Directors Monday (29) voted to ex- 
tend the date on which exchange 
may be made to March 15, 1939, Old 
deajline was Dec. 1 next. 


Quash $1,399,397 Claims 


Two claims totaling $1,399,397 
filed by G. B. Theatres Corp. against 
Paramount-Publix Corp. were tossed 
out yesterday (Tuesday) by N. Y. 
Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe on the 
recommendation of Special Master 
John C. Joyce. 

The claims were 











based on in- 


fentures held by G. B. Corp. from 
‘926 to 1930. These indentures were 
Mack Gordon and Harry Revcl;. jater transferred to Olympic Thea- 
tres Corp., 
bankruptcy. 
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MIDGETS IN A 
MUSICAL WILD 


WEST DRAMA 
SURE CAN BE 

















“MISTER JACK AND MISSUS JILL” > 


“SHE'S THE DAUGHTER OF 
SWEET CAROLINE” 


“LAUGH YOUR TROUBLES AWAY” 
“DOWN ON THE SUNSET TRAIL” 
“HEY, LOOK OUT”! 
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...and NOVELTY is the rarest thing in the show world! 
The first all-midget feature ever filmed..its actors take 
themselves seriously—there’s a real hero, a real villain 
{both on Shetland ponies), a t eroine (saved in the 
nick-o' -time), all ‘aged with seriousness that leads to 
ABER ...at a 
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Adoance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 19) 


Arthur; based on story by Gilbert Wright; photographed by Lucien 

Andriot. Cast: Jack Oakie, Adolphe Menjou, Jack Haley, Arleen Whelan, 

Binnie Barnes, Tony Martin, Herman Bing, Gregory Gaye. 
20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

‘WIFE, HUSBAND AND FRIEND,’ produced by Nunnally Johnson; di- 
rected by Gregory Ratoff; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Ernest Palmer. Cast: Loretta Young, Warner Baxter, Binnie Barnes, 
George Barbier, Eugene Pallette, Franklin Pangborn, J. Edward Brom- 
berg, Helen Westley, Ruth Terry, Harry Rosenthal, Edward Cooper, Iva 
Stewart, Alice Armand, Dorothy Dearing, Kay Griffith, Helen Ericson. 

‘DANGEROUS CARGO,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Ricardo Cortez; no writing credits released; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Preston Foster, Lynn Bari, Wally Vernon, Henry Wilcoxon, 
Joan Woodbury, Harold Huber, Jody Gilbert. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN IN HONOLULU,’ produced by John Stone: directed 
by H. Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Charles Clarke. Cast: Sidney Toler, Phyllis Brooks, Eddie Collins, Claire 
Dodd, George Zucco, Robert Barrat, Marc Lawrence, Richard Lane, John 
King, Sen Yung. 








United Artists 


Now Balance to 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn.. 4 1 1 0 2 2 
SoelemieR: sc kecscve 2 1 1) 1 0 0 
Walter Wanger... x 0 1 1 6 6 
CRORE: bh cnciccces 1 0 0) ) 1 1 
pT eee Pere Pal 1 1 1 5 5 
London Films..... 5 2 0 i) 3 3 
Edward Small..... 5 0 1 1 3 3 
WOE: sik cs khece ° 33 5 4 4 20 20 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 


‘TRADE WINDS, produced by Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Gar- 
nett; screen play by Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell and Frank R. Adams 
from original story by Tay Garnett; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: 
Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann Sothern, Alan Baxter. 
Robert Emmett O’Connor, Patricia Farr, Wilma Francis, Kay Linaker, 
Dorothy Tree, Phyllis Barry, Walter Bryon, Wilson Benge, Harry Paine, 
Hooper Atchley, Franklin Parker, Lee Phelps, John Webb Dillion, Dick 
Rush. Mrs, Sojin, Gloria Youngblood, Ethelreda Leopold, Marie DeForest, 
Earl Wallace, Princess Luana, Paulita Arbivu, Iko Magara, Suzanne 
Kaaren, Lotus Liu, Robert Elliott, Sidney Blackmer. 


‘TOPPER TAKES A TRIP.’ produced by Milton H. Bren for Hal Roach; 
directed by Norman Z. McLeod; screen play by Jack Jevne and Eddie 
Moran from the Thorne Smith novel; photographed by Norbert Brodine. 
Cast: Constance Bennett, Roland Young, Billie Burke, Alan Mowbray, 
Verree Teasdale, Alexander D’Arcy, Franklin Pangborn, Leon Belasco, 
Irving Pichel. 

‘MADE FOR EACH OTHER,’ produced by David O. Selznick: directed 
by John Cromwell; screen play by Jo Swerling; photographed by Leon 
Shamroy. Cast: Carole Lombard, James Stewart, Lucile Watson, Donald 
Briggs, Charles Coburn. Arthur Hoyt, Ruth Weston, Nella Walker. Harland 
Briggs, Mickey Rentschler, Esther Dale, Edwin Maxwell, Tully Marshall. 

‘DUKE OF WEST POINT,’ produced by Edward Small; directed by 
Alfred E. Green; original screen play by George Bruce; photographed by 
Robert Planck. Cast: Louis Hayward, Joan Fontaine, Tom Brown. Richard 
Carlson, Alan Curtis, Jonathan Hale, Gaylord Pendleton, Donald Barry, 
George McKay, Lane Chandler, William Bakewell. 


United Artists Pix Now in Production 


‘STAGECOACH,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by John Ford; 
screen play by Dudley Nichols from story by Ernest Haycox; photo- 
graphed by Bert Glennon. Cast: Claire Trevor, John Wayne, Andy 


Devine, George Bancroft, John Carradine, Donald Mack, Louise Platt, Tim | 


Holt, Thomas Mitchell, Berton Churchill, Florence Lake, Chris Martin, 
Francis Ford, Yakima Canutt, Nora Cecil, Paul McVey, Elvira Rios, Cor- 
nelius Keefe, Jack Pennick, Lou Mason, Berenda Fowler, Chief Big Tree, 
Harry Tenbrook, Kent Odell, Marga Ann Daighton, Lloyd Ford. 


‘IT’S SPRING AGAIN,’ produced for Hal Roach by A. Edward Suther- 
land; based on story, ‘Zenobia’s Infidelity,’ by H. C. Bunner; photographed 
by Karl Struss. Cast: Oliver Hardy, Harry Langdon, Alice Brady, Billie 
Burke, Jean Parker, June Lang, James Ellison, Stepin Fetchit, Hattie 
McDaniel. ‘ 

‘WUTHERING HEIGHTS,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
William Wyler; from novel by Emily Bronte; pastoaree by Greg 
Toland. Cast: Merle Oberon, Laurence Olivier, Hugh illiams, Flora 
Robson, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Leo 'G. Carroll, 

‘KING OF THE TURF,’ produced by Edward Small; directed by Alfred 
E. Green; screen play by George ‘Bruce; photographed by Robert Planck. 
Cast: Adolphe Menjou. Roger Daniel, Alan Dinehart, Tom Hanlon, Oscar 
O’Shea, Snowflakes, Cliff Nazarro, Smoky Saunders, Charles Borel. 


Universal 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 


SIRE: Geiaereevegte 48 18 3 10 17 17 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘HIS EXCITING NIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘ADAM’S EVENING,’ pro-) 


duced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Gus Meins; original by Katherine 
Kavanaugh; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Charles Ruggles, Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Marian Martin. Ona Munson, Georgia Kaine, Raymond Par- 
ker, Frances Robinson, Richard Lane, Benny Baker, Stepin Fetchit, Stan- 
ley Hughes, Regis Toomey. 

‘BUCK ROGERS’ (serial). produced by Barney Sarecky; co-directed by 
Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; screen play by Norman Halli and Ray 
Trampe from cartoon strip by Dick Calkins and Phil Nolan; photographed 
by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry Crabbe, Constance Moore, Reed Howes, 
pg a Oakman, Jackie Moran, Carleton Young, Henry Brandon, Philson 

hn. 


‘SWING, SISTER, SWING,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Joseph 
Santly; original screen play by Charles Grayson based on story by Burt 
Kelly; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Ken Murray, Kathryn 
Kane, Johnny Downs, Eddie Quillan, Ernest Truex, Ted Weems and or- 
chestra, Edna Sedgwick, Nana Bryant, Esther Howard, Herbert Heywood, 
Emmett Vogan. 

‘GAMBLING SHIP,’ formerly titled ‘LADY LUCK,’ produced by Irving 
Starr; directed by Aubrey Scotto; soreen play by Alex Gottlieb; photo- 
graphed by George Meehan. Cast: Robert Wilcox, Helen Mack, Ed Brophy, 
Joseph Sawyer, Selmer Jackson, Sam McDaniels. 

‘SCOUTS TO THE RESCUE,’ formerly titled ‘THE EAGLE SCOUT’ 
serial), produced by Henry MacRae; co-directed by Ray Taylor and Alan 
James; original story by J. Irving Crump; screen play by Wyndham Git- 
tens, George Plymton, Basil and Joseph Poland; photographed by William 
Sickner, East: Jackie Cooper, Lucy Gilman, William Ruhl, David Durand, 
Ralph Dunn, Frank Coghlan, Jr., Sidney Miller, Jason Robards, Victor 
Adams, Richard Botilier, Bill Cody, Jr. : 

‘THE LAST WARNING,’ formerly titled ‘THE DEAD DON’T CARE,’ 
Crime Club production; produced by Irving Starr; directed by Al Rogell; 
Screen play by Edmund L. Hartmann from novel by Jonathan Latimer; 
photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Preston Foster, Frank Jenks, 

rances Robinson, Kay Linaker, Joyce Compton, E. E. Clive, Orville Cald- 
well, Alfred Dekker. 

‘HONOR OF THE WEST,’ formerly titled ‘SINGING SHERIFF,’ pro- 
duced by Trem Carr; associate producer, Paul Malvern; directed by George 


Waggner; original screen play by Joseph West; photogra 

; ‘ ; phed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Marjorie Bell, Carleton Young, Jack Kirk, 
Glenn Strange, Forrest Taylor, Frank Fliis. 

‘PIRATES OF THE SKIES,’ former!y titled ‘PLANE 66,’ produced by 
Barney Sarecky; directed by Joe McDonough; screen play by Lester Cole 
and Ben Grauman Kohn from original story by Lester Cole; photographed 
by Jerry Ash. Cast: Kent Taylor, Rochelle Hudson, Marion Martin, Lucien 
Littlefield, Stanley Andrews, Horace MacMahon, Ray Walker, Frank Puglia, 
Guy Usher, Eddie Chandler, Henry Branden, John Harmon. 

‘STRANGE FACES,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Errol Taggart; 
screen play by Charles Grayson from original story by Cornelius Reece 
and Arndt Giusti; potographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dorothea Kent, 
Frank Jenks, Andy Devine, Leon Ames, Mary Treen. 

‘PHANTOM STAGE,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by George 
Wagener; original screen play, Joseph West; photographed by Harry Neu- 
mann. Cast: Bob Baker, Marjorie Reynolds, George Cleveland, Forrest 
Taylor, Reed Howes, Murdock McQuarrie, Glenn Strange, Frank Ellis, 
Ernie Adams, Jack Kirk. 

Universal Pix Now in Production 

‘SON OF FRANKENSTEIN,’ directed by Rowland V. Lee; original 

screen play by Willis Cooper; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: 


PA. CENSORS WITHDRAW 
‘BALTIC DEPUTY’ BAN 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Pennsy State Board of Censors 
dropped its court fight yesterday to 
ban Amkino’s ‘Baltic Deputy.’ It or- 
dered withdrawn its appeal to the 
state supreme court from a decision 
of Judge Curtis Bok which set aside 
its original nix last March as ‘in- 
competent and prejudicial.’ 

‘Our action was taken on the ad- 
vice of Attorney-General Bard,’ de- 
clared Patrick Duffy, a member of 
the board. ‘If he had not so advised 
us, we would have gone on with the 








Basil Rathbone, Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Lionel Atwill, Josephine 
Hutchinson. 


‘NEWSBOYS’ HOME,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Harold 
Young; original by Gordon Kahn; screen play by Gordon Kahn and 
Charles Grayson; photographed by Milton Krasner and John W. Boyle. | 
Cast: Jackie Cooper, Edmund Lowe, Wendy Barrie, Elisha Cook, Jr., Joe | 
Crehan, William Gould, Edward Norris and the Little Tough Guys—Harris | 
Berger, Hally Chester, Charles Duncan, David Gorcey and William Bene- 
dict. 

‘YOU CAN’T CHEAT AN HONEST MAN,’ associate producer, Lester 
Cowan; directed by George Marshall; original story by Charles Bogle; 
photographed by Milton Krasner. Cast: W. C. Fields, Edgar Bergen and 
‘Charlie McCarthy,’ Princess Baba. 


Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 


Se eer 52 8 7 16 21 21 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘BLACKWELLS ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Dave Marcus; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Garfield, Rosemary Lane, Morgan 
Conway. Peggy Shannon, Dick Purcell, Lottie Williams, Stanley Fields, 
Charley Foy, Norman Willis, Granville Bates, Raymond Barley, Jimmy 
O’Gatty. Wade Boteler, William Davidson, Walter Young. 

‘THEY MADE ME A CRIMINAL,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer; direct- 
ed by Busby Berkeley; screen play by Sig Herzig from story by Bertram 
Millhauser and Beulah Dix; photographed by James Howe. Cast: John 
Garfield, Gloria Dickson, Beulah Bondi, Claude Rains, Billy Halop, Huntz 


| picture.’ 


fight.’ 

Attorney-General said his advice 
to withdraw the plea was given be- 
cause the censors ‘made out no legal 
case in the first place, because. they 
failed to give reasons for banning the 
Bard said they just ‘banned 
it and let it go at that.’ He said 
three deputy attorneys general had 
studied the record and all agreed 
there was no case. 

Court record shows Mrs. A. Mit- 
chell Palmer, chairman of the board, 
testified she ‘just didn’t want Penn- 
sylvania to see such a picture. I 
don’t like Communism so the picture 
is not the kind I want to see shown.’ 

At the time, Judge Bok declared, 
‘the censors failed to state their rea- 


| sons for disapproval, as required by 


the act. To supply this inexcusable 
neglect, the three members of the 
board were put on the stand and 
their testimony showed a lack of any 
intelligence, basis of judgment or 
any conception of the true nature of 
censorship.’ 

Suit was brought for Amkino by 
Louis McCabe. He said the pic will 
be released in Philly shortly. Mean- 
time, the Censor Board yesterday 
passed -the anti-Nazi film, ‘Professor 
Mamlock.’ Film was banned in Chi- 





Hall, Leo Gorcey, Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordon, Bernard Punsley. 

‘LOVE BITES MAN,’ formerly titled ‘UNFIT TO PRINT,’ produced by 
Sam Bischoff; directed by James Flood; screen play by Earl Baldwin, | 
Niven Busch, Lawrence Kimble and Robert Buckner from original story 
by Saul Elkins and Sally Sandlin; photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: 
Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Bobby Jordan, Alan Baxter, Joe Cunningham, 
Douglas Dumbrille, Armand Kaliz, Ed Dearing. 

‘DEVIL’S ISLAND,’ formerly titled ‘RETURN OF DR. X,’ produced by 
Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemens; no writing credits released as 
yet; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Boris Karloff, Leonard Mudie, 
Frank Reicher, James Stephens, Pedro De Cordoba, Nat Carr. Tom Wilson, 
Sidney Bracy, Stuart Holmes, Dino Corrado, John Harman. 

‘NANCY DREW—DETECTIVE,’ formerly titled ‘PASSPORT TO LARK- 
SPUR LANE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemmens; 
no writing credits released yet; photographed by Lew O'Connell. Cast: 
Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel, John Ridgely, Richard 
Bond, Frank Mayo, Jack Mower, Helena Phillips Evans, Frank Orth. 





cago, later released. 


Theatres—Exchaages 


dan Antonio. 

Maurice Gleaves, Empire manager, 
shiitea to Houston to take over man- 
agership of Masiwood, nube. V. P. 
Welker succeeds. 

J. J. Jimenez, Latin-American Film 
Exchange skipper, back from tour 
of Texas cities as manager tor Tona 
La Negra, Mexican film star eid 
singer. 




















‘WOMEN IN THE WIND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John 
Farrow; screen play by Lee Katz and Albert DeMond from novel by 
| Francis Walton. Cast: Kay Francis, William Gargan, Victor Jory, Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Sheila Bromley, Harvey Stephens, Frankie Burke, Frank 
Faylen. 


‘GOING PLACES,’ produced by Barney Glazer; directed by Ray En.- 
right; screen play by Maurice Leo, Jerry Wald, Sig Herzig; rhotographed 
by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Anita Louise, Allen Jenkins, Walter 
Catlett, Minna Gombell, Thurston Hall, Hal Huber. 

‘DAWN PATROL,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Edmund 
Goulding; original screen play by Seton I. Miller and Don Totheroh. Cast: 
Errol Flynn, Melville Cooper, Basil Rathbone, Rodin Rathbone, David 
Niven, Barry Fitzgerald, James Stephenson, Michael Brooke, Stuart Hall, 
Norton Lowater. 


‘KING OF THE UNDERWORLD,’ formerly titled ‘UNLAWFUL,’ pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; screen play by George 
Bricker; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, James Stephen- 
| son, Humphrey Bogart, John Eldredge, Jessie Busleigh, Harles Foy, Joe 
Develin, Penny Singleton. 

‘HEART OF THE NORTH’ (in Technicolor), produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by Lewis Seiler; screen play by Robert Rossen, Vincent Sherman 
and Lee Katz from novel by William Byron Mowery; photographed by 
L. William O'Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Margaret Lindsley, Gloria Dick- 
son, Janet Chapman, Patric Knowles, Allen Jenkins, James Stephenson, 
Alec Harford, Russell Simpson, Gordon Hart, Pedro de Cordoba, Jack 
Mower, John Harron, Anthony Averill, J. Crawthers. 

‘WINGS OF THE NAVY,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd 
Bacon; original screen play by Michael Fessier; photographed by Arthur 
Edeson. Cast: George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, John Payne, Frank 
McHugh, John Ridgeley, Henry O'Neill, John Litel, Regis Toomey, Donald 
Briggs, Max Hoffman, Jr., John Gallaudet. ¥ 

*TORCHY IN CHINATOWN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Wil- 
liam Beaudine; screen play by George Bricker; photographed by Warren 
'Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Henry O'Neill, Tom Ken- 
| nedy, Janet Shaw, Dick Bond, Patric Knowles, James Stephenson, Andy 
| Lawlor, Frank Shannon, George Guhl. Joe Cunningham, Jack Mower, 

Charles Hickman, Bruce Mitchell, John Harron. 

‘ADVENTURES OF JANE ARDEN,’ produced by Mark Hellinger; di- 
| rected by Terry Morse: no writing credits released; photographed by L. 
| William O'Connor. Cast: Rosella Towne, William Gargan, Dennie Moore, 
| Peggy Shannon, Edgar Edwards, 
| Watkin. 
| ‘NANCY DREW, REPORTER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
| William Clemens: no writing credits released as yet; photographed by 
| Arthur Edeson. Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel. Mary 
| Lee, Dickie Jones, Betty Amann, Astrid Allwyn, Larry Williams, Thomas 
| Jackson, Leonard Mudie, Irving Bacon, Sheila Bromley, Beula Bondi, 
i Charles Halton. 
| ‘CRIME IS A RACKET,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lew 
| Seiler: no writing credits yet; photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: Humphrey 
| Bogart, Gale Page, Billy Halop, Henry O'Neil, John Litel, Harold Huber, 
| Henry Travers, Harvey Stephens. 

‘SECRET SERVICE IN THE AIR,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
| Noel Smith; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Ted Mc- 

Cord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Irene Rhodes, Rosella Towne, James Stephen- 
'son, John Litel, Morgan Conway, Joe Cunningham, Anthony Averill, 
Larry Williams, Richard Bond, John Ridgeley. Eddie Foy, Jr. 

Warner Pix Now in Production 





‘DARK VICTORY,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Edmund | 


lding; screen play by Casey Robinson from play by George Brewer, 
te a Sasttena * loch: photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Beite 
| Davis, George Brent, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Humplirey Bogart, Ronald 
| Reagan, Henry Travers, Dorothy Peterson, Charles Richman, Lottie Wil- 
liams, Virginia Brissac, Frank Reicher, Pierre Watkins. 

‘ AHOMA KID,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Lloyd 
either clean play by Robert Buckner, Jerome Odlum and Warren Duff; 
from original by Edward Paramore; photographed by James Wong Howe. 

(Continued on page 23) 


Maris Wrixin, Frankie Burke, Pierre | 


Pittsburgh. 

Sam Soroker, from Boston oftice, 
named exchange manager for Gau- 
mont-British here. Post has been 
vacant since Mark Goldman resigned 
several months ago to head local 
Monogram branch at death of David 
J. Selznick. 

William Martin has quit as man- 
ager of WB Etna and Harold Fried- 
man moved from Ritz to succeed 
him. Max Silverman upped from 
assistant at Manor to managership 
of Ritz wih Jack Kahn, office boy 
in Warner publicity department, go- 
ing to the Manor. Charles Bricker 
oes to the Ritz as assistant; W. H. 

arrington, assistant at Warner, 
switches to Earight in similar ca- 
pacity; Edward Hungerman moves 
from Model to Warner and Harry 
Campbell, doorman at Sheridan 
Square, promoted to assistant’s spot 
at Model. 





Los Angeles. 
Arroya theatre, dark for 10 weeks, 
was reopened by Fox West Coast. 
Lease on Granada theatre, Ingle- 
wood, Cal.. was renewed for 10 
years by Fox West Coast. 





Lincoln. 

Leo M. Fergen, Clay Center, Neb., 
has taken over two mid-state houses, 
the Clay, Clay Center, and the 

trand, Blue Hill, Neb. Were for- 
merly owned by Paul Tramp, who is 
looking for a new location. 

Lawrence Berkey, former opera- 
tor of the Parrot, Alma, Neb., has 
taken over the Aztec, Deshler. Neb. 
Charles Laune was the former 
owner. 

Liberty here goes from the Lin- 
'coln Theatres Corn. (1) to Nebraska 
| Theatres, Inc. NTI will open it, re- 
| modelled and re-equipped on the in- 
| terior, about Jan. 1. It will be a 
| subseguent run off the NTI Varsity. 
| It’s a 1,200-seater. 











Rochester, N. Y. 

| Richard DeTotto, Geneva. has 
|taken over the Palace, Clifton 
| Springs, from Martina Circuit. Carl 
|'Polvino, manager, in charge 
| Phelps theatre for the Martinas. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

David Weissman sold two tales, 
‘The Singing Revolt’ and ‘Without 
Benefit of Arms,’ to Tri-Art Film 
Productions. 

William Ulman, Jr.. sold his yarn, 
‘Prison Surgeon,’ to Columbia. 

Metro bought ‘A Ladv Comes to 
Burkburnett,’ by James E. Grant. 

Metro purchased ‘10 Penny Gross,’ 
| by Rowlend Brown. 
| James Kane sold his novel, ‘Mod- 
ern Cinderella,’ to Universal 
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Box office 


Republic reached o little in ‘Storm 
ous Sank The large scope of the 
subject is not common with this stu- 
dio's product. But if this film is a 
“teeler”’ to test the studio's ability in 
producing Cless A product, then it hos 
achieved its goal. Its fast action, 
beoutiful camera work yo excellent 
musicol investiture give picture 
license to play houses which ordinority 
do not book Republic’s product. It's 
good for o spot on ony bill. 


Hollywood Reporter 
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Heze is a fast action drama, one of Republic's 
most ambitious productions, with proper exploita. 
tion should fare well at the box office. Patric 
Knowles, a British aviator, is stationed in India 
where he manages to discover the location of a 
hidden radio station weed as a medium to incite 
the natives to warfare. Troops on the march 
to capture, destroy the station are saved from 
ambush, destruction by Richard Cromwell, who 
sacrifices his life in a plane crash to warn the 
soldiers. The film is crammed with other thrilling 
action scenes, especially when Knowles escapes 
from the natives, blows up munitions stores, the 
outlaw cadio station. Knowles is Outstanding in 
this offering, his good work should set him in 
line for bigger, better Parts. Action scenes are 
exceptionally well done. 


Jay Emanuel Publications 
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| EXPLOITATION 


:-: By Epes W. Sargent 





Dug Into History 
Reading, Pa. 


Paul E. Glase, general manager for 
the Wilmer & Vincent interests here, 
and owner of one of the finest the- 
atrical libraries in the country, ex- 
hibited in large frames in advance 
of the ‘Arkansas Traveler’ date at 
the Embassy a series of old theatre 
programs 0 50 years ago, when ‘The 
Arkansas Traveler,’ not so modern 
and minus the radio theme, was a 
stage success with Frank Chanfraud. 
The frames were well placed at the 
front of the Embassy and gave the 

icture much favorable advance pub- 
icity. 

Another stunt Glase used was a 
driving horse, of the old style livery 
stable type but in good condition, 
with a 50-year old buggy, in taking 
posters of Bob Burns and the ‘Trav- 
eler’ all over the city. Three-quar- 
ters of Reading’s population had 
never before seen a buggy dating 
back almost to the Civil War. 





Berthing ‘Baby’ 


Norfolk, Va. 

‘The Birth of a Baby’ was deliv- 
ered into the hands of a Norfolk 
audience, November (18) after a 
carefully planned build up by the 
Norva Theatre staff. Shunning any- 
thing.approaching ballyhoo the staff 
sent letters to outstanding clergy- 
men and lay leaders of the city in- 
viting them to a prevue. 

After the preview there was a sec- 
ond invitation and that was to com- 
ment, Those who wrote them out 
were told that said quibs would be 
_ of an opening day ad in the 
ocal papers, so that affirmative re- 
actions were forthcoming. 

The theatre took advantage of the 
advance notices from other spots 
and the gate receipts are being fat- 
tened here by the knocks given the 
film in other places. 





Prolific Mothers 


Canton, O. 

20 .mothers of ‘two-of-a-kind’ or 
*three-of-a-kind’ were admitted free 
to the screening of ‘Five of a Kind’ 
at the Bexley theatre; Dover,O. The 
stunt was given wide newspaper | 
mention and the mothers were. at- 
tracted from as far as thirty miles 


gaining special 
youngsters,. 

Gag netted newspaper space and 
radio plugging via KITE, as well as 
the word-of-mouth pertinent to the 
contest. 

Along with a well rounded cam- 
paign gag proved benefit for both 
theatre and store. 


attention of the 





Two from Okla. 
Oklahoma City. 








of Dover. 

The offer held good for the three | 
days showing of the film. Names of | 
mothers of twins and triplets who | 
attended the theatre as guests of the 


Day before Shirley Temple’s ‘Just 
Around the Corner’ opened at the 
Midwest, six city youngsters — two 
boys and four girls—were let in on 
a private screening of the show and 
their reaction written up in a local 
newspaper. Point to be decided was 
whether Shirley Temple was pulling 
into the gawky age and losing fan 
followers. 

Decision was that if Shirley’s going 
to flop it’s not in sight yet. Re- 
porter practically forgot to interview 
the youngsters on their reactions and 
went overboard with all hands on his 
own version of why Miss Temple 
wasn’t slipping and why all good 
mothers should not only send little 
Dimples but should see the show 
herself. All of which was okay with 
Pat Pachen at the Midwest. 

When ‘Wells Fargo’ moved into 
Standard Theatres neighborhood 
house Circle, manager D. Fuller 
moved a team of oxen pulling a cov- 
ered wagon to the parking space in 
front of the theatre. Sign on wagon 
read, ‘Ride in This Wagon to See— 


‘Wells Fargo’—Call 3-1578—Circle 
Theatre—Sunday. 
Neighborhood newspaper coop- 


erated with picture of oxen and 
wagon with Circle theatre plugs in 
cut line. 





Flying with the News 

Front page publicity is breaking 
all over the country in the wake of 
the 11,000-mile airline tour of Ar- 
mand Denis and Leila Roosevelt in 
connection with ‘Dark Rapture.’ 
Articles, interviews, special stories 
and editorials, creating an effective 
build-up for the picture. 

On Oct. 30 Denis and his wife set 
out with their four children on a 
flying tour which has covered New 


Orleans, Dallas, Oklahoma City, 
Memphis, St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Omaha, Des Moines, Minneapolis, 


Milwaukee, Chicago, Indianapolis and 
Cincinnati among other stops. The 
stories and editorials written about 
them climaxed a most effective cam- 


management were listed in the local | paign. 


hewspapers, according to Harold 
Snyder, manager of the theatre. 


} 





Broke the Barrier 


Bill Brown, now headaching for 
the Durfee theatre, Fall River, Mass., 
used the boy official stunt on ‘Boys 
Town’ with a formal election at the 
local boys’ club and plenty of cam- 
paign talk. The boys took over the 
opening day of the picture and were 

uests of the theatre that evening. 

onsiderable use was made of the 
fact that one of the kids was a for- 
mer resident of Fall River. That en- 
abled Brown to break into the Her- 
ald-News, the sole local paper, which 
is a tough nut to crack. 

Having gone that far, the paper 
let down the bars and rode whole- 
heartedly with the boy official cam- 
paign. Four of the department 
stores came in with windows and 
co-op ads and numerous smaller 





stores contributed windows. Plenty 
of attention was paid the Catholic 
organizations, which got solidly be- 
hind the picture. 





Out in Seattle 


attle. 

For ‘Shining Hour, at Fifth Ave. 
currently, Jim Clemmer has ‘Time 
to See S. H.’ placarded at all the 
leading sidewalk clocks in the burg. 
Ten daily tinte signals are used to 
put over this ‘time’ idea via radio 
stations, these timed to be 15 minutes 
prior to pix start at theatre. 

Hamrick-Evergreen publicity gang 
has been using several angles to ex- 
ploit pixes this week: ‘Around Cor- 
ner’ had a Thanksgiving early mat 
for 700 kiddies; 5,000 book markers 
got into libraries for ‘Citadel’; ‘Suez’ 
Zot flood-light flash front at B. M. 
on moveover, 

‘Drums’ with Sammy Seigel here 
@j special UA exploiteer, has truck 
with giant drum parading the streets, 
this being 20 feet in diameter. A 
colored guy, a la India, is beating 
tom toms in front of the theatre for 
plenty of attention. A short, ‘Sky 
Thrills’ on same bill, is winning 
Sports stories in this ski burg. 





Dogged Publicity 


Kansas City. 
Timely tie-up was arranged by 
John McManus, manager of the Mid- 
land, and Bill Bernfield, U. A. p. a., 
for showing of ‘Young in Heart. 
contest was set up with the 
Ones Store, local department store, 
with a Sealyham terrier, presented 
by Janet Gaynor, as the prize to the 
kid who selects best name for the 
Tautt. Contest handled through toy 
department, for which store is noted, 





‘Great Waltz’ Finals 


National finals in the old-fashioned | 


waltz contest, being carried on by 
Metro in behalf of ‘The Great Waltz,’ 


| will be held in the Waldorf-Astoria 


main ballroom Dec. 12 as a Red Cross 
benefit. Contestants who won in some 
12 zones after state-wide preliminary 
contests will participate in the big 
Red Cross affair in New York. House 
will be scaled so that approximately 
$15,000 will be realized, with pro- 
ceeds to Red Cross. 

Besides actual contestants, a 60- 
piece orchestra and the Roxy and 
Radio City ballet girls will partici- 
pate in ‘Great Waltz’ ballet numbers. 
Winners in ‘Great Waltz’ finals here 
will be given Metro contracts. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Final title for ‘Trailer Romance’ 
at RKO is ‘Next Time I Marry.’ 

‘East Side of Heaven’ is release tag 
on Bing Crosby’s ‘Three’s Company’ 
at Universal. 

‘The Art of Skating’ is latest tag 
on Metro’s ‘How to Skate.’ 

‘Smashing the Spy Ring’ is Colum- 
bia’s release title for ‘International 
Spy.’ 


Int'l Lab Buy Okayed 


Los Angeles, Nov. 29. 

Offer of Cinema _ Laboratories, 
Inc., to purchase the assets of Inter- 
national Cinema, Inc., for $70,000 
was okayed by referee Samuel W. 
McNabb. 

Purchasing company is a new cor- 
poration formed by stockholders in 
International, an independent lab 
which went into 77B. 








Theatres-Exchanges 











Spartanburg, S. C. 


New Tryon theatre completed and 
opened. 


ments after blank of several months 
due to city council imposed screen 
advt. tax fees considered too steep 
by management, 

Criterion on full-time schedule 
after two-days-a-week summer oper- 
ations. 

Renovating of former Palmetto 
theatre building at Bennettsville, 


out one of best in Dixie. Morris Le- 
endre of Charleston and New York 
ity, has articled 10-year lease and 
plans to open house before end of 
year. 
Denver. 

With the taking over of the Alma, 
Craig, Colo., 
now have 33 theatres, all in this ter- 
ritory. Gibralter has moved Bob 
Sweeten from Socorro, N. M., to 
manage house at Rocky Ford, Colo. 
William Simons added and will man- 
age Socorro. 

Mrs. Pearl Gayton is operating the 
Colonial, Pueblo, Colo., two days a 
week on Spanish films, and is like- 
wise using the foreign product a day 


Colv, 


New Haven. 
Lou Brown succeeds Erle Wright, 
out as publicity director of Loew 
New England circuit. Brown comes 
from similar post in New York, 
Wright goes to Gloversville. 





Pittsburgh. 
Robert Brown, asst. at WB Har- 
ris-Etna, upped to managership of 
Ritz, New Kensington. He’s a brother 
of Dick Brown, pilot of WB Rowland 
in Wilkinsburg, and son of Harry 
Brown, veteran legit manager at 
Nixon. . 
Marie Schmidt, booker on Film 





Row for 23 years, has resigned post 
at RKO exchange. Paul Reith stays 
on in booking department, William 
Twigg moving v» from accessories to 
serve with Reith. ; 

Eddie Moreels, who resigned 
sales with Vitagraph several months 
ago, joined Monarch under Lew Lef- 
ton in similar capacity. Succeeds 
Joe Fieshin, who joined Billy Bien’s 
Theatre Poster Supply Co. in Cin- 
cinnati. 

Harry Gantz, former manager of 
WB Ritz, Clarksburg, W. Va., taken 
over agency of ‘Lucky’ in territory 
embracing Ohio and West Virginia. 

William Graner promoted to 
branch managership of Ross Federal 
Service, working under H:rold Lund, 
district chief, who continues to make 
his headquarters in Pittsburgh. 





Boston. 
Walter Murphy succeeds Vaughn 
O’Neil as assistant manager of Loew’s 
State here: O’Neil transferred to 
Loew’s in Providence as assistant, 
succeeding Maurice Druker. 





Springfield, O. 





Phil Chakeres purchased Grand, 
Circleville, O., from Pickaway Amus. 
| Goro owned and operated by 


George Malleros and Louis Martin. | 





Advance Production Chart 





—s 


(Coninuted from page 21) ; 
Cast: James Cagney, Rosemary Lane, Humphrey Bogart, Donald Crisp, 
Granville Bates, Charles Middleton, Hugh Sothern, Edward Pawley, Ward 


Bond. 


‘ALWAYS LEAVE THEM LAUGHING,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; di- 


rected by Ray Enright; screen play 
photographed by Arthur Todd. 
dan, ZaSu Pitts, 


Maxie Rosenbloom, 


by Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay; 
Cast: Dick Powell, Gale Page, Ann Sheri- 
Allen Jenkins, Jerry Colonna, Halli- | 


well Hobbes, Granville Bates, Ronald Reagan, Helen Broderick. 


‘DODGE CITY,’ produced by 


Robert Lord; directed by Michael Curtiz; 
no writing credits released; photographed 


by Sol Polito. Cast: Erroll 


Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Frank McHugh, Alan Hale, Ann Sheriaan, 


Henry O'Neill, Henry Travers, Victor Jory, 


John Litel, Guinn Williams. 


‘YES, M¥Y DARLING DAUGHTER,’ 
rected by William Keighley; eee play by oe 
“ otographe y arles s ‘ : 

tage Dee Lena bey : len Hunter, Roland Young, Genevieve | 


Lane, Jeffrey Lynn, Fay Bainter, 
Tobin, May Robson. 


Bruce Cabot, Russell Simpson, 


produced by Benjamin Glazer; di- 
Robinson, based on 
Cast: Priscilla 


‘BROADWAY CHEVALIER,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by 
Lew Seiler; screen play by Michael Fessier from original by Dalton 


Trumpbo. 
Maxie Rosenbloom. 


Cast: Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Wayne Morris, Jane Wyman, 


‘JUAREZ,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by William Dieterle; 
screen play by Aeneas McKenzie, John Huston and Aben Finkel; photo- 


graphed by Tony Gaudio. 


Cast: Paul Muni, Bette Davis, Brian Aherne, 


Claude Rains, John Garfield, Donald Crisp, Gilbert Roland, Joseph Calleia, 


Montagu Love, Harry Davenport, Henry 


liam Wilkinson, Pedro De Cordoba, 





Warwick, Georgia Caine, 


O’Neill, Gale Sondergaard, Wil- 
John Miljan, Hugh Sothern, Robert 


Carolina, top local Wilby-Kincey | 
house, has resumed screen advertise- | 


S. C. begun with plans to make lay- | 


Gibralter Enterprises | 


a week at each Firestone and Erie,’ 





‘Consent’ 





Proba ble 








(Continued from page 3) 





siradle from many points of view. 
The film companies, in common 
with other groups attacked by the 
Government through either crim- 
inal or equity actions, must come to 
| the department with concrete prop- 
Ositions and, as was made plain when 
| the automobile finance cases against 
Ford and Chrysler were dropped re- 
cently, must promise more ‘relief’ 








than the Government could hope to 

achieve through carrying litigation 

to a successful conclusion. 
Government’s Doubts 


In the case of the petition for a| 
permanent injunction against the 
| film industry, there were uncon- 

firmed rumors the D.J. has softened 
| somewhat. Attorneys were said to 
| have realized there is no chance the 
| industry will make concessions that 
| go beyond the scope of the requested 
| ban on disliked practices. Doubt 
even said to be growing that the 
|Government can present a_ suffci- 
| ently strong case to be reasonably 
| sure of winning on all points. 

| S§tiffening of the Clayton act in a 
| way which would prevent repeating 





some of the practices about which 
the D. J. complained in the film pe- | 
tition meanwhile was urged on Con- | 
| gress again this week. In its annual | 
| report the Federal Trade Commis- | 
sion asked an amendment under | 
which it would have power to re-| 
strict mergers and combinations. | 
Recommendation probably will be | 
weighed by the Temporary National | 
Economic Committee, which opens 
its board hearings on monopolies and 
competition Thursday (1) by look- 
ing at patents. 

The legislatiun advocated by F.T.C. | 
would make it unlawful for any cor- 
poration — directly or indirectly, 
through a holding company, sub- 
sidiary, or affiliate, or by any other 
means—to acquire the stock or assets 
of a competitor whenever either one 
is engaged in interstate commerce. 
Only concession would lift the ban 
from corporations which contro] in 
the aggregate less than 10% of the 
total output of their industry. Such 
a change in the present act, the 
commish. commented, ‘would have 
the advantage of creating a positive 


| 











setae ECCT 


legislative standard, defining the 


| limit at which corporate accretions | 


in size and power through such ac- 
| quisitions shall be halted in order 
to prevent monopoly.’ 

Would Curb Theatre Chains 

Enactment of such a bill would 
put an obstacle in the way of ex- 
pansion of theatre chains by film 
producers and_ distributors 


and | Tugend’s scripting ticket. 


would check the growth of studio 
companies. Unless the amendment 
were retroactive, which is highly 
improbable, it would have no imme- 
diate effect, however, on the picture 
business, 

The widely-publicized monopoly 
hearings of the Departmental-Con- 
gressional committee get under way 
with two days of general description 
of the ‘national economic scene’ and 
then will be devoted to testimony 
about control of patents in the auto- 
mobile and glass industries. No hint 
where the probers will turn after 
these subjects are covered, which is 
expected to take all of the time 


before the Christmas—New Year 
recess. 

If the film industry is called— 
which still is uncertain, since no 
agenda has_ been revealed—its 
spokesmen will find themselves 


hemmed in by restrictions that may 
prove highly embarrassing. Under 
the procedure, adopted by the T. N. 
E. C., witnesses cannot present pre- 
pared statements without consent of 
either the committee or the gov- 
ernment agency in charge of the 
particular branch of the inquiry 
which affects them. All witnesses 
will be subpoenaed and required to 


testify under oath. Rules of evi- 
dence will be followed, but not 
strictly. No argumentative or 


opinion testimony will be received, 
but, on the other hand, it is not ex- 
pected the sessions will be turned 
into an open forum for individuals 
with particular beefs. 





STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Ina Claire signea with Metro. 

Metro handed Ruth Hussey 
player deal. 

Monogram renewed Howard Breth- 
erton’s director ticket. 

George Barnes’ cameraman con- 
tract renewed by 20th-Fox. 

Flossie Campbell signed to stock 
contract at Columbia. 

Monte Woolley signed for wo pic- 
tures at Paramount and RKO. 

Reinhold Schunzel’s director op- 
tion lifted at Metro. 

Metro renewed Robert Sinclair’s 
director ticket. 

20th-Fox hoisted Sam _  Pokrass’ 
composer pact. 

Options on Gabriel Dell and Huntz 
Hall, Dead End Kids, hoisted by 
Warners, 

Dorothy Quackenbush signed play- 
er contract with Odessa Pictures, re- 
leasing through Paramount. 

Twentieth-Fox lifted Sidney Tol- 
er’s option. 

Lew Breslow 
pact at 20th-Fox. 

Twentieth-Fox 


new 


inked new writer 


renewed Harry 
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“Don’t do it! 


“I mean don’t take chances when it 
comes to booking attractions for 
Holiday time. 


“For instance—I guaranteed great busi- 
ness for Thanksgiving with ‘OUT 
WEST WITH THE HARDYS’’ 


“ITT DID THE BIGGEST BUSINESS 
IN 6 YEARS ON THE LOEW 
CIRCUIT (in snow-storms! ) 


““OUT WEST WITH THE HARDYS’ 
A CLEAN-UP EVERYWHERE! 
WAY AHEAD OF ‘BOYS TOWN’! 
TWICE THE BUSINESS OF ‘LOVE 

T R U E FINDS ANDY HARDY.’ IMAGINE! 


“Now I give you another tip: 


T ALK | O Ni Ask smart showmen everywhere, in 


large towns, in small towns what 
they’re booking for the fat and lus- 
H O L DAY cious New Year’s trade— 


i “ask them what picture they’re bank- 

B OO K N G S > ing on for the most valuable playing 
: time on their calendar: 

“it’s JEANETTE MacDONALD, 

NELSON EDDY in ‘SWEET- 

HEARTS’ (Technicolor) now being 


(By Leo, of The booked solid throughout America for 
Friendly Company) the holidays. 


“I guaranteed ‘OUT WEST WITH 


THE HARDYS’ for Thanksgiving 
and it’s terrific! 


“I now guarantee ‘SWEETHEARTS’ 
for the New Year’s! It’s the biggest 
and best holiday show in years! 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Vagtery 
companies for the current quarterly period. 
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Date of reviews as given in Variety and the runni 
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v— TITLE - a 
RELEASE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
—_— ornaANae MINS. BY VARIETY 

R “ROM ARI : — 
9/23/38 WANTED BY ——- pr on orl = be B. Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 55 9/21 
CAMPUS CONFESSIONS Par mae" Foothall a eee H. Bretherton 59 9/28 
FUGITIVES FOR NIGHT Lou Lusty ouaba S a re G. Archainbaud 65 9/14 
PRAIRIE MOON H ; RKO Comedy - Albertson-E. Lynn Leslie Goodwins 63 9/28 
arry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 58 4 
TIME OUT FOR MURDER Sol Wurtzel ; : pa 10/19 
ROAD TO RENO Fa G urtze 20th Meller G.. Stuart-M. Wohcten H.B.Humb’rstone 73 9/7 
FOUR DAUGHTERS Sen ier we Sone Priclemeeiee pein ds enrevig an 10/5 
§30/38—t~*# CRIS SCHOOL Samuel Marx Col R we mm ~Ay @hiclepcN Grew melee see Bech a 
~ é om-Com ° rley-N. Grey-Bellamy John Brahm ji / 
you Ae “see aes baa You Frank Capra Col Comedy J. Arthur-L. Barrymore-J.Stewart Frank Capra 126 + 
; A. Hitchcock GB Drama L. Palmer-T. Walls A. Hitchcock 72 11/2 
VACATION FROM LOVE MGM ; : A. F 
MGM Comedy D. O’Keefe-F. Rice G. Fitzmaurice 65 10/5 
SONS OF THE LEGION Par Par Rom-Dr D. O’Con ; 5 
> € - . nor-B. Lee-B. Cook Jas. Hogan 60 10/5 
ROOM SERVICE P. S. Berman RKO Com Marx Bros.-L. Ball Ww i 
OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquite: ea Wherten py 
DOWN IN ARKANSAW . . squiteers Geo. Sherman 55 9/28 
STRAIGHT. P Armand Schaefer Rep Drama R. Byrd-Weaver Bros. Nick Grinde 65 10/12 
sHT, ae AND SHOW D. Hempstead 20th Com Ritz Bros.-R. Arlen David Butler 66 9/28 
RUMS Alex. Korda UA Drama Sabu-R. Massey-R. Livesey Zoltan Korda 101 4/20 
YOUTH TAKES FLING Joe Pasternak U Com-Dr J. McCrea-A. Leeds Archie M 78 /2 
GARDEN OF THE MOGN Lou Edelman WB Musical _—P. O’Brien- ‘by Berkele oe 
10/7/38 CRIME TAKES HOLIDAY — __78___—Musical_F. O'Brien-J. Payne-M. Lindsay __Susby Berkeley 94 9/21 
. dante ol Col Meller J. Holt-M. Raiston Lewis D. ee , / 
WEST OF THE SANTA FE Col Col Western C. Starrett-F. Meredith a pba ~ = gaia 
= STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Reoney Sam Wood 89 10/5 
R. WONG, DETECTIVE W. T. Lackey Mono Mystery B. Karloff-E. Brent Wm. Nigh 67 11/23 
TOUCHDOWN, ARMY Par Par Football J. Howard-R. Cummings Kurt Neumann 73 9/21 
MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF Bob Sisk RKO Com J. Penner-J. Travis Leslie Goodwins 75 10/5 
THE NIGHT HAWK Herman Schlom Rep Drama R. Livingston-3, Travis Sidney Salkow 65 10/5 
MEET THE GIRLS Howard J. Green 20th Comedy J. Lang-L. Bari-R. Allen Bugene Forde 66 8/31 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. Ludwig 100 16/5 
Fae i | BROADWAY MUSKETEERS _ Bryan Foy WB Comedy M. Lindsay-M. Wilson-J. Litel John Farrow 63 10/19 
10/14/38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr. 
LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lucas Alf Hitchcock 96 8/31 
SHADOWS OVER SHANGHAI Fine Arts GN Meller J. Dunn-R. Morgan Chas. Lamont 66 
YOUNG DR. KILDARE Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Dr L. Ayres-L. Barrymore H. Bucquet 83 10/19 
WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM Ed. Finney Mone Western Tex Ritter Al Herman 55 11/2 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER * Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 83 10/5 
A MAN TO REMEMBER Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 713 10/5 
FIVE OF A KIND K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Com Dionne Quins-Hersholt H. I, Leeds 33 10/12 
THERE GOES MY HEART Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-V. Bruce Norman McLeod 8! 9/28 
SWING THAT CHEER Max Golden U College T. Brown-A,. Pevine Harold Schuster 63 11/16 
THE SISTERS David Lewis WB Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 95 10/5 
10/21/38 LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J. Garland Edw. Marin 72 10/19 
MYSTERIOUS RIDER Harry Sherman Par Western D. Dumbrille-C. Fields Les Selander 74 11/16 
MAD MISS MANTON P, J. Wolfson RKO Mys-Com B. Stanwyck-H, Fonda Leigh Jason 78 10/12 
MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller P. Lorre-M, Maguire Norman Foster 61 9/21 
SERVICE DE LUXE Ed Grainger U Com C, Bennett-V. Price-Ruggles Rowland V. Lee 85 10/19 
GIRLS ON PROBATION Bryan Foy wB Drama E. Flynn-B, Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 65 10/26 
10/28/38 LAW OF THE TEXAN Monroe Shaff Cel Western Buck Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 54 10/26 
THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS Col Col Action-Dr E. Fellowes-J. Wells D. R. Lederman 60 11/9 
THE GREAT WALTZ Bernard Hyman MGM Musical L. Rainer-F. Gravet J. Duvivier 107 11/2 
THE CITADEL Victor Saville MGM Drama R. Donat-R, Russell King Vidor 112 10/26 
MEN WITH WINGS Wm. A. Wellman Par Drama F. MacMurray-R. Milland Wm, A. Wellman 102 10/26 
I STAND ACCUSED John H. Auer Par Drama R. Cummings-H. Mack-L. Talbot John H. Auer 61 11/2 
TARNISHED ANGEL B. P. Fineman RKO Drama S. Eilers-L. Bowman Leslie Goodwins 67 11/16 
SUEZ Gene Markey 20th Spec T. Power-L. Young Allan Dwan 100 10/19 
YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 91 11/2 
THE STORM Ken Goldsmith U Drama C. Bickford-B. McLane Harold Young 15 11/2 
THE LAST EXPRESS Irving Starr U Meller K. Taylor-D. Kent Otis Garrett 60 10/19 
BROTHER RAT Robert Lord ws Comedy W. Morris-P. Lane-J. Wyman Wm. Keighley ETERS baa 
11/4/38 IN EARLY ARIZONA Col Col Western B. Elliott-D. Gulliver Jos. Levering 
: GANGSTER’S BOY W. T. Lackey Mone Melier J. Cooper-L. Gilman Wm. Nigh 75 11/9 
GUN PACKER Robt. Tansey Meno Western J. Randell-L. Stanley Wallace Fox 51 11/9 
THE LAST RIDE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green 
ILLEGAL TRAFFIC Harold Hurley Par Meller J. C. Naish-M. Carlisle Louis King 6T 
LAWLESS VALLEY Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-K. Sutton David Howard 
RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Geo. Sherman 58 11/9 
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-A. Treacher-J. Rogers Jos. Santley 69 11/9 
EXPOSED Bert Kelly U Drama O. Kruger-G. Farrell Max Golden 63 11/23 
HARD TO GET Sam Bischoff ws Comedy D. Powell-O. de Haviland Ray Enright 78 _ 11/9 
11/11/38 ADVENTURE IN SAHARA Lou Appleton Col Drama P. Kelly-L. Gray D. R. Lederman 
THE FROG Herbert Wilcox GB Meller N. Beery-G. Harker Jack Raymond 15 4/1/37 
SPRING MADNESS Edw. Chodorov MGM Rom-Com M. O’Suillivan-L. Ayres Cc. §S. Simeon 66 11/16 
iF I WERE KING Frank Lloyd Par Drama R. Celeman-F. Dee-Rathbone Frank Lloyd 100 9/21 
ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR Lou Lusty BKO Rom-Com J. Oakie-L. Ball Lew Landers 66 10/19 
STORM OVER BENGAL Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr P. Knewles-R. Hudson Sid Salkow 65 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER Dave Hempstead 20th Comedy S. Temple-C. Farrell Irving Cummings 710 11/2 
HIS EXCITING NIGHT Ken Goldsmith U Rom-Com C. Ruggles-O. Munson Gus Meins — 
TORCHY GETS HER MAN Bryan Foy WB Comedy G. Farrell-B. MacLane Michael Curtiz 62 10/12 
ll /18 /38 THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN Col Col Drama M. Dougias-V. Lee Alex Hall 
THE SHINING HOUR J. Manckiewicz MGM Meller J. Crawford-R. Young Frank Borzage 15 11/16 
GANG BULLETS E. B. Derr Meno Rom-Com A. Nagel-R. Kent Lambert Hillyer 
THANKS FOR THE MEMORY Par Par Rom-Com B. Hope-S. Ross-Butterworth G. Archainbaud 15 11/9 
LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE Cliff Reid RKO Western H. Carey-T. Helt-E. Brent Glenn Tryon 12 11/30 
SANTA FE STAMPEDE Wm. Berke Rep Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan Geo. Sherman 
SHARPSHOOTERS Sol Wurizel 20th Action B. Denlevy-L. Bari Jas. Tinling 
COWBOY AND THE LADY Sam Goldwyn UA Rom-Com G. Cooper-M. Oberon Wm. Wyler 91 11/9 
STRANGE FACES Bert Kelly U Com-Dr D. Kent-F. Jenks Earl T. , 
ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES Sam Bischoff ws Drama J. Cagney-P. O’Brien Michael Curtiz - 7 —tsé«O1*/286 
11/25/38 BLONDIE Robert Sparks Cel Comedy P. Singleton-A. Lake Frank Strayer 69 11/2 
. OUT WEST WITH HARDYS Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Rom M. Rooney-L. Stone-C. Parker G. B. Seitz Ma 11/23 
LITTLE TENDERFOOT Ed Finney Mono Western T. Ritter-J. Falkenberg Al Herman 
SAY IT IN FRENCH Andrew Stone Comedy R. Milland-O. Bradna Andrew Stone 7 11/30 
ARREST BULLDOG DRUMMOND Stuart Walker Par Mystery J. Heward-H. Angel Jas. Hogan 60 11/23 
COME ON, RANGERS Chas. E. Ford Rep Western RB. Rogers-M. Hart Joe Kane 36 
ORPHANS OF THE STREET Herman Schlom Rep Meller T. Ryan-R. Livingston John H. Auer 
PECK’S BAD BOY WITH CIRCUS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com T. Kelly-A. Gillis Edw. F. Cline 68 11/23 
SUBMARINE PATROL Gene Markey 20th Drama R. Greene-N. Kelly-Bancreft John Ford 95 11/2 
LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY Max Goiden U Meller M. Boland-E. E. Horton Erle Kenton 1 11/23.. 
NANCY DREW, DETECTIVE Bryan Foy WwB Meller B. Granville-J. Litel Wm. Clemens 
FLIRTING WITH FATE David Loew MGM Comedy J. E. Brown-L. Carrillo-S. Duna F. MacDonald 70 
12/2/38 LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE John Speaks Par Comedy A. Gillis-R. Kent-J. Travis Ben Holmes 37 11/30 
WESTERN JAMBOREE Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autrv-S, Burnette Ralph Staub 
NEXT TIME I MARRY Cliff Reid RKO Comedy L. Ball-J. Elison-L. Bowman Garson Kanin 
ROAD DEMON Sol Wurtzel 20th Sports H. Arthar-J. Valerie Otto Brower 
SECRETS OF A NURSE Bert Kelly U Drama E. Lewe-H. Mack Arthur Lubin C3] 11/16 
DEVIL’S ISLAND Bryan Foy WwB Meller B. Karloff-N. Harrigan Wm. Clemens 
/ RIO GRANDE ROUNDUP Irving Briskin Col Western C. Starrett-A. Doran Sam _ Nelson 
ine sta DRAMATIC SCHOOL Mervyn LeRoy M-G Rom-Dr LL. Rainer-A. Marshal R. Sinclair 
I AM A CRIMINAL E. B. Derr Mone Meller J. Carroll-M. Keornman Wm. Nigh 
RIDE A CROOKED MILE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green 
UP THE RIVER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller T. Martin-P. Breoks Alfred Werker 15 11/9 
LAST WARNING Irving Starr U Mystery P. Foster-F; Rebinson Al _Rogell 
HEART OF THE NORTH Bryan Foy WB Meller D. Foran-G. Page Lewis Seiler 
/ NGE F DR. MEAD Col Cal Drama J. Holt-B, Reberts-N. Beery Lewis D. Collins 
ig, 16/38 OTe ALIFORNIA FRONTIER Monroe Shaff Col Western B. Jones-C. Bailey Elmer Clifton 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL Joe Mankiewicz M-G Rom-Fan R. Owen-T. Kitburn E. L. Marin 
THE FRONTIERSMEN Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes-E. Venable Les Selander “ 
THE PURE IN MIND P. J. Wolfson RKO Drama A. Shirley-R. Daniel P. J. Wolfson 
DOWN ON THE FARM Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Ma! St. Clair 
PIRATES OF THE SKY B. Sarecky RKO Action K. Taylor-R. Hudson Joe McDonough 
COMET OVER BROADWAY Bryan Foy wB Drama K. Franeis-J. Litel Busby Berkeley 
/ THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN B. B. Kahane Col Rom-Dr M. Douglas-V, Bruce Al Hall 
12 23/38 prot Rf OF KATRINA Harry Rapf M-G Drama F. Gaal-Tene-W. Connolly Norman Taurog 
TOUGH KID Lindsley Parsons Mone Meller . F. Darro-J. Allen H Bretherton 
ONE-THIRD OF A NATION Harold Orlob Par Drama 8. Sidmey-L. Erickson Dudley Murphy 
TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE E. T. Lowe Par Rom-Dr D. O’Conner-B. Cook Louis King 
GUNGA DIN George Stevens RKO Drama C. Grant-V, MeLaglen-J, Fontaine Geo. Stevens 
THANKS FOR EVERYTHING H. J. Brown 20th Musical A. Menjeu-J. Oakle Wm. A. Seiter 
TRADE WINDS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Dr F. Mareh-J. Bennett Tay Garnett 
NEWSBOYS’ HOME Ken Goldsmith U Drama J. Cooper-W. Barrie Harold Young 
THE DAWN PATROL Robert Lord ws Drama E. Flynn-B. Rathbone Edm’d Goulding 
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TRAMMEL WILL BE SUPER-SALES CHIEF AND 


Wednesday, November 30, 1938 





GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTER AT NBC 





George Engles Expected to Resign—Gilman May Be 
Shifted—Network Rewards A. H. Morton With 


Vice Presidency 





Niles Trammel, who comes out of 
his Chicago post Jan. 1 to become 
executive vice-president of NBC 
will, it has been intimated, function 
along the lines of a super sales man- 
ager in polite suzerainty over Roy 
Witmer. Instead of having his sales 
periphery confined to the midwest, 
Trammell will be in a position to 
call on clients all over the country 
and also put in the necessary hand- 
shaking appearances at important 
advertiser and agency conventions. 
Latter touch has been missing at 
NBC since Edgar Kobak quit about 
two years ago, 


An auxiliary importance of Tram- 
mel is in station. relations. Station 
men like and respect him. 


Trammel has rated as NBC’s No. 
1 salesman and by a wide margin 
since M. H. Aylesworth’s retirement 
from the network in 1936. Ayles- 
worth used to spent a goodly part of 
his time getting out to major adver- 
tisers and doing a personal selling 
job that accounted, for instance, of 
the entry into radio of various firms 
controlled by the Mellon interests in 
Pittsburgh. 


An executive v. p. was brought in 
to serve as administrator or major 
executive to take care of the details 
that went without service while 
Aylesworth devoted himself to client 
contacting. After an interval of over 
four years things are in reverse at 
NBC, While David Sarnoff actually 
determines policies of major import, 
the president of the company is in- 
vested with complete administrative 
authority and the executive v. p. be- 
comes the sales dynamo. 


Trammel Reluctant 


Trammel opened the branch for 
NEC in Chicago in 1928. He was re- 
luctant for a long time about com- 
ing into New York. In addition to 
upping Trammel, the NBC board last 
Friday (25) rewarded another, Al- 
fred H. Morton, manager of NBC 
operated stations department, with a 
Vv. p. tag. 

It is reported that some more 
shuffling of highers-up will take 
place when the NBC board meets 
for its final 1938 meeting, Dec. 23. 
Intimations have been given that 
George Engles might by that time de- 
cide to retire as v. p. in charge of the 
NBC Artists and resume concert 
management on his own. Engles 
hasn’t been in good health for the 
past several months. 

Don Gilman, NBC vice-president 
in Los Angeles, is currently in New 
York. He, too, is mentioned as due 
for a new post within the organiza- 
tion. Might succeed Trammel in 
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Protected Material Dept. 


(For Writers) 


* 


Local Program Registry 


(For Sponsors, Stations) 


* 


Mail Department 


New York—154 W. 46th Street 
Chicago—54 W. Randolph 
‘Hollywood—1708 N. Vine 





Chicago with Sidney Strotz, osten- 
sible crown prince of Trammel, go- 
ing to Los Angeles. 

Gilman, who hrs strong family and 
personal ties with California, is dis- 
tressed, according to report, by the 
suggestion that he’d get to like Chi- 
cago. Understood he’s trying to talk 
NBC out of it, 





Showman Succeeds 


Chicago, Nov. 29. 

Trammel will be replaced here by 
Sidney Strotz who has been head of 
the program department for the past 
five years. Strotz, before joining 
NBC, had operated the Stadium 
here, and has many associations in 
show business. In the few years he 
has been here, he has made the local 
NBC program outfit one of the top- 
line program offices in the country, 
not only for radio shows but also 
units for stage purposes. He has 
brought in many established vaude 
names to the mike and has started 
off many of the key five-a-week strip 
script shows, 


‘JUDGE'S ELBOW 
BROADCASTS 
DEBATED 


Wahington, Nov. 29 

Discussion of a set of principles 
governing court-room broadcasts is 
set for Thursday (1) when commit- 
tees of the American Bar Associa- 
tion and National Association of 
Broadcasters huddle in search for 
solution of problems created by air- 
ing of legal proceedings. 

In company with newspaper pub- 
lishers, five radio industry spokes- 
men will accept the invitation of 
Frank J. Hogan, president of the A. 
B. A. to confer with the barristers’ 
committee; Hogan, incidentally, is 
head of legal firm with substantiai 
amount of radio practice. Broad- 
casters will be represented by Nev- 
ille Miller, prez of NAB; Philip 
Loucks and Louis G. Caldwell, at- 
torneys; Harry Butcher and Frank 
M. Russell, vice-presidents of CBS 
and NBC, respectively. 


That Urchin With Arrow 
Wings Several at WLW 


Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 

Arlene Johnson, who is Babs of 
the Smoothies, has announced her 
engagement to Delmar Sandberg, an 
inspector of Crosley’s industrial divi- 
sion. Wedding is to be in January. 
The Smoothies are on the Tums pro- 
gram, a WLW origination which 
feeds to NBC. é 

Lon Clark, of the WLW-WSAI dra- 
matic staff, was married Thanksgiv- 
ing Day to Marjorie Burns, non-pro. 

















Cornelia Otis Skinner guests with 
Rudy Vallee on the Coast Dec. 15. 





STRAIGHT NEWS HEAD 


Some Old-Fashioned Stories Are T> 
Be Heard Over WOR 








An international fairy series will 
get going on the Mutual web Dec, 3 
for 13 weeks emanating from WOR, 
N. Y. Of half hour duration, 2.30-3 
p.m., stories will be representative 
pixie yarns of a dozen different coun- 
tries opening with ‘Aladdin and the 
Wonderful Lamp’ and closing Feb. 
25 with the American ‘Rip Van 
Winkle’. 

Dramatized and directed in Eng- 
lish by Robert Shayon of WOR, the 
various story parts of the series, 
which is labeled ‘Once Upon a Time’, 
will be handled by Federal Theatre 
Radio Division players. 





Trade Commish Reports 
On Continuity Scrutiny; 
Praises Radio Co-op 


Washington, Nov. 29. 

Possible ban on scores of radio ad- 
vertising continuities suggested to- 
day in revelation that 1,544 prospec- 
tive cases not previously set aside 
for investigation were held over by 
the Federal Trade Commission, 
June 30 for future determination. 
In its annual report for the fiscal 
year 1938, Commish disclosed that 
increasingly stringent check was be- 
ing kept on commercial continuities, 
with its special investigating board, 
through an examining staff, ogling 
490,612 broadcast blurbs during the 
year. Bases of the 1,544 prospec- 
tive cases was formed by 22,959 
scrips considered questionable by 
FTC authorities. 

Describing itself as having been 
‘on the alert for misleading repre- 
sentations’ in radio advertising since 
1934, Commish listed drug and 
remedy advertisers as responsible for 
more than 30% of ads marked for 
investigation from that year until 
June, ‘1938. Compilation was based 
on an analysis of 105,962 question- 
able commercial radio continuties 
and 55,963 suspected ads published 
in . newspaper and magazines—in- 
ferring that radio produced largest 
ratio of come-on advertising. 

Radio Co-operation 

Pat on the back was given the 
radio and transcription industries, 
however, for their co-operation in 
eliminating false and deceptive ad- 
vertising. Nation-wide and regional 
networks and platter-makers have 
joined 617 commercial transmitters, 
252 newspaper publishers and 408 
magazine publishers in an ‘inter- 
ested desire’ to stamp out phoney 
adyertising, report observed. Com- 
mish also noted that many stations 
communicate with officials for ad- 
vice and information concerning 
certain advertisers and their prod- 
ucts, © 


CBS’ Czech Booklet 


In the mails today (Wednesday) is 
the newest foreign coverage brochure 
by CBS.. Czech crisis is the theme of 
180 pages and photographs. 

CBS stirred attention, and NBC, in 














April with its brochure on Anschluss. 





Sherwin-Williams Suit Ended 





Judge Okays Dropouts of Warwick & Legler on Old 


Injunction Against Freeman 





Motion by Warwick & Legler and 
NBC for a discontinuance of their 
injunction and damage action against 
Charles Henry Freeman, Jr., concert 
manager, was granted by Judge 
Samuel Mandelbaum in the N. Y. 
federal court last Saturday (26). 
Plea came three years after the 
agency and network had obtained a 
temporary injunction staying Free- 
man from claiming that the idea in- 


Auditions of the Air program was 
something that he had previously 
tried to sell around the trade. 

| Court proceedings followed Free- 





volved in the Metropolitan Opera: 


man’s sending of a letter to Sherwin- 
Williarns, sponsor of the show, warn- 
ing legal action if the paint company 
went through with the NBC con- 
tract. Freeman served a notice of 
appeal from the temporary injunc- 
tion, but failed to go through with 
it. Two years later the appeal was 
dismissed on the agency’s motion. 
W & L asked for the discontinu- 
ance as the original case became 
ready for trial. Agency felt that 





since the Sherwin-Williams contract 
had been performed and fully paid 
| off any further litigation against 
| Freeman would be academic. 











———— 





Radio Editor Vs. Press Agent 





arguments, 





_G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, publicity and special events director of 
WOR, Newark, and Jo Ranson, radio editor of the Brooklyn Eagle, 
are slated to do a pro and con routine before Dr. Seymour Siegel's 
course on ‘Radio Broadcasting’ at the main building of the College of 
the City of New York Dec, 14, Johnstone, as builder-upper of the 
theme, will tell how his clan functions in apprising listeners about 
forthcoming programs, while Ranson will seek to show that most of 
material sent out by radio p.a.s is futile and vapid. 

Ranson will bring along a trunkload of samples to bear out his 








NBC. Pooh-Poohs ‘Interpretation’ 
Of New Red-Blue Audit Divorce 
As Prelude to Rival Sales Staffs 





» 2 


FORM AUSTIN & SPECTOR 


New Advertising Agency Started— 
Emil Mogul On Radice 








Raymond Spector, former partner 
in Franklin Bruck Agency and Alvin 
Austin, have combined offices and 
will be known as Austin & Spector 
Co. after Dec. 1. They’ve opened 
offices already. 

Emil Mogul has been set as execu- 
tive sercretary of outfit and will 
handle radio end. Other depart- 
ment heads are Alfred P. Berger, 
client service; Horace Schwerin, re- 
search and media; Frank Roemer, 
art director; Helen Grant copy chief 
and Richard Scott, production. Of- 
fice is starting off with about 20 ac- 
counts, some taken from Bruck of- 
fice, 


QUIZ SHOWS 
FREE DUCATS 
UNUSED 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Two network quiz shows, pre- 
sented here during the past few days 
with much ballyhoo and provisions 
for 20,000 spectators, turned out to 
floppolas from an audience-attend- 
ance standpoint. First was ‘Pro- 
fessor Quiz’ on Saturday night and 
the second, Dr. Harry Hagen’s “True 
Or False’ last night (Monday). They 
were held in Philly’s gigantic Con- 
vention Hall in conjunction with the 
first annual Drug Show. 

‘Quiz,’ through WCAU and other 
sources, gave out 25,000 tickets. 
Fewer than 1,100 spectators who 
were on hand were practically lost 
in the hall. ‘True Or False,’ with 
five newspaper ads, signs in drug 
stores and announcements on the 
air, distributed 32,000 free ducats. 
It drew 4,700 spectators. 

Aside from the ordinary incon- 
venience of getting to the hall, 
‘Quiz’ had to contend with a bliz- 
zard and Dr. Hagen with tempera- 
tures well below freezing. 


YALE DRAMA SCHOOL 
TO START ON MUTUAL 


Radio script writing division of 
the Yale Drama School is readying 
a series of radio programs, consist- 
ing of students’ original plays. Will 
be picked up by Mutual network 
through WICC, New Haven, Conn, 
Series starts Dec. 5 and then every 
Monday night from 9 tw 9:30 p. m. 
Drama students and station thespians 
will perform. 

Class is headed by Walter P. 
Eaton. Plays to be presented on the 
‘Listener's Theatre’ will include 
titles ‘Eternity Express,’ ‘Nobody’s 
Captain,’ ‘Deep River,’ ‘Time of De- 
parture,’ ‘Destiny of Dictators,’ All 
are originals and no adaptations, 

















| Wheatena Changes Show 


Wheatena is replacing Ford Rush’s 
‘Dad and Junior’ program on Mutual 
with a show headed by Dorothy 
Gordon starting Dec. 16. 


Rohrabaugh ¢ Gibson ig the 
agency. 


NBC’s latest move to point up the 
blue (WJZ) link as a separate en- 
tity is to return to the old system of 
distinguishing the red (WEAF) net- 
work from the blue in the monthly 


sales total. Dual link breakdown 
will be retroactive. It starts with 
the October gross so as to make the 
figures complete for the final quarter 
of 1938. 

The ‘deducts’ method will not be 
as simple as it used to be. Under 
the new breakdown system there's 
going to be quite a number of ifs, 
whens, variables and modifications, 
with the various supplementary 
groups serving as_ arithmetical 
pawns. 

NEC sstatisticians will start from 
the premise that a group comes un- 
der any one of three classes. It's 
either exclusively blue, exclusively 
red or can be rated as both blue and 
red. If an account uses the Blue Pa. 
cific, the Blue Mountain, the Blue 
Southern or the Blue Southwest 
group the billings go into the blue 
column without reservation, regard- 
less of whether the business origi- 
nates over the blue or red basic net- 
work, If the Red Pacific or any 
other supplementary group desig- 
nated as strictly red is used by a 
basic blue account the credit goes to 
the red column, How the billings 
for supps rated as both red and blue 
are to be treated will depend on the 
basic network used. 


Impression 

Impression in the trade is that the 
foregoing move presages the eventual 
setting up of separate sales staffs for 
the red and blue and a trend toward 
putting the two links on a more 
conspicuously competitive basis. This 
is pooh-poohed by NBC higher-ups. 
as baseless speculation. 

New breakdown for October (1938) 
gives the red link $2,872,588 and the 
blue $901,376. The percentages fig- 
ure 71% for the red and 29% for the 
blue. The previous October which 
permitted a similar comparison was 
in 1935. At that time the red’s share 
was 63% and the blue 37%. 





Cormier Not Joining 


WFIL; Jack Stewart's 
Status, Little Foggy 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 
Reports that Al Cormier, who is 
skedded to leave the general man- 
agership of WINS, New York, at the 
end of this week, would assume & 
similar post at WFIL were denied 
yesterday by Sam Rosenbaum, WFIL 
prez. Cormier was formerly g.m. of 
WIP here. Don Withycomb, WFIL 
g.m., resigned several months ago 
and his place has been taken by 

Roger Clipp, former biz manager. 
It is also understood that Jack 
Stewart, WFIL salesmanager, Is 
about to resign. He was very 
friendly with Withycomb. Rosen- 
baum referred all queries concerning 
Stewart to him. Stewart said he 
knew nothing about a resignation. 








SHOW FROM IVORYDALE 

Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 
Procter & Gamble Co., a top time 
buyer of radio, will enjoy a sus- 
tainer break Dec. 8 on WLW and the 
Mutual net. Gratis stanza is in the 
Wheels Go Round series of the Na- 

tion’s School of the Air program. 
Joe Ries, educational director of 
the Crosley stations, will originate ® 
forenoon 15-minute stint in the P. & 





G. home plant at Ivorydale, Cincy 
suburb, 
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‘Going Laboratory of Radio’ Reason 
Enough to Renew WLW’s 500 KW., 


D. M. Patrick Argues i m this Appeal 


Washington, Nov. 29. 

Bulwarked with 125 separate ex- 
ceptions and allegations of error, re- 
quest for oral argument on the ad- 
verse report regarding the request 
for continued authority to operate 
with 500 kw was handed the FCC 
last week by attorneys for WLW, 
Cincinnati. Groundwork laid for a 
fight which may wind up before the 
U. S. Supreme Court. 

While dozens of points were 
touched in the 58-page legal docu- 
ment, Duke M. Patrick, head of the 
Crosley legal battery, centered his 
attack on the three-man committee’s 
failure to consider important tech- 
nical evidence, admission of im- 
proper testimony from rival opera- 
tors, and neglect of data demonstrat- 
ing the super-power operation has 
not had an adverse effect on other 
units of the industry. The commit- 
tee—Comimissioners Norman §S. Case, 
T. A. M. Craven and George Henry 
Payne—was criticized for concluding 
that the alleged adverse effect of 
500 kw operation outweighs actual 
and prospective benefits to the lis- 
tening public, 

Three I’s Cited 

One serious complaint in the docu- 
ment was that the trial board drew 
unjustified inferences and engaged | 
in speculation, besides listening to 
irrelevant, incompetent and other- 
wise inadmissible testimony. Too 

(Continued on page 53) 


KNX Hits Back, 
Drops Studio 
Band in Dec. 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

KNX will be without a house band 
during December, in reprisal to the 
musicians’ union for hiking the wage 
scale per man 3712%, now in force, 
Net transmitter will use casuals for 
duration of the peeve period and may 
follow a similar course for the three 
months of next summer’s slump un- 
less the present scale and restrictions 
are tempered. 

Chain execs claim that the musi- 
cians’ local slipped over a fasty on 
them by assertedly going back on an 
oral promise that no stiff wage in- 
creases would be ordered, made last 
January when a two-year contract 
was signed, Under current scale mu- 
sikers on commercials draw $136 
weekly against the former wage of 
$95. Temporary disbandment of stu- 
dio orchestra of 20 men was ordered 
when figures revealed that station 
had passed its yearly quota in dis- 
bursement to tootlers. 

Station declares that new scale is 
acting as a boomerang, that it will 
penalize musicians to tune of around 
$4,800 during December, money that 
would have accrued to them had the 
contractual scale been maintained. 
It is also pointed out that innocent 
sufferers of the wage hike are mem- 
bers of American Federation of 
Radio Artists, due to the temporary 
Suspension of several sustainers re- 
quiring music. 


Wayne King Deal On 


M. J. Rockford, manager for Wayne 
King, came east Monday (28) for 
agency huddies regarding a radio 
commercial for the band. Also hopes 
to line up a spot at the New York 
World’s Pair next spring. 

Nothing was set up to late yester- 
day (Tuesday). Rockford is due to 
80 back to the Coast the end of this 
week. King is currently at the Mark 
Hopkins hotel, San Francisco, and is 
due to open at the Drake hotel, Chi- 

















| Bob Berry to Australia; 
Fitzgerald on WHN Show 


Ed Fitzgerald, stock gag-man pro- 
gram conductor and singer on sta- 
tion WOR, will double to. station 
WHN for Welcome Lewis Singing 
Bee program on Wednesdays. 

Fitzgerald replaces Bob Berry who 
exists this week to shove off for 


rejoin Harry Howard’s ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ unit. 


PHIL BAKER 








Young & Rubicam is dickering 
with the William Morris office for 
the services of Phil Baker for the 
Hawaiian Pineapple show. 

Baker is currently in Montreal 
heading a road company version of 
‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 

Y & R’s other three latest are 


|; Dracket Chemical Co., Dreno-Rit 
Products and Illinois Fibre Glass. 
Within recent. weeks the same 


agency brought in Simmons Bedding, 
Florists Telegraph Association and 
Cannon Towels. Hawaiian Pineapple 
comes from N. W. Ayer’s San Fran- 
cisco office. 





| Competes with Coin-Oper- 
ated Machines, Prime 
Revenue Source of Disc 
Companies, and Also with 
Radio Advertising 





. MOTIVES OBSCURE 








Melbourne, Australia, where he will | 


TO RETURN 


Consternation spread among the 
phonograph record companies last 


| week when they learned that Joseph 
'N, Weber, 


head of the American 


Federation of Musicians, had agreed | 
to let. the National Phonographic | 
Network, Inc., employ AFM. This 
consent was a complete reversal of 
the stand that he took toward the 
NPN’s project several months ago 
when he declared that he was ut- 
terly opposed to any enterprise 
which tended to expand or further 
intrench the coin-operated disc ma- 
chine. The NPN’s proposed product 
will contain advertising matter. 
Phonograph record manufacturers 
explained that the news thu: Weber 
had okayed an agreement with the 
NPN was the toughest blow that 
they have had to take from the 
union since it began its campaign to 
increase membership employment. 


coin-machines had become an appre- 
ciable item with these manufactur- 
ers. In the case of the NPN they 
will have to compete with the prop- 


(Continued on page 38) 











Saie of records to the operators of | 





UNEXPECTED fk ‘ASCAP-B aiting Attorney Davis 
FROM JOE WERE © Promotes Music Publishing Firm 


To Live By Sheet Sales Alone 





Crosley’s Scouts 


Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 

Crosley appliance distributors 
in 105 cities throughout the na- 
|| tion have been invited to ree- 
ommend talent for places on the 
WLW-WSAI staff. 
Enlarged scouting system for 
the two stations was put into 
effect last week by James D. 
} Shouse, general manager. 








WCKY DUE FOR 





Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 
L. B. Wilson has been informed 
|his WCKY will get its request for 
150,000 watts. Pending before FCC 
some time. 

WCKY inaugurates a series of 
community opportunity programs 
| week. Plan of L. B. Wilson, sta- 
tion’s head man, is to originate pro- 
|grams in theatres of 100 cities and 
|towns in WCKY’s primary area. 
| Initial blast slated for Laurence- 
| burg, Ind., under auspices of the 
| American Legion, 











| mSOrry 





but Mr. Jones is very busy and is leaving 


on a business trip—however I know he reads 


Variety—I’m sure you can reach him that way.” 





cago, Dec, 31. He'll play a few one- 
nighters on the way east. 


Use Variety's Advertising columns 
every week to deliver your message 
.... and especially the Third of a 
Century Anniversary Issue to be 
published in December. .... 


Reservations now— 


VARIETY 


MEW YORK @ CHICAGO @ HOLLYWOOD e LONDON 


0,000 WATTS 





Kenneth C. Davis, Seattle and 
Los Angeles attorney who battled 
the American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers on behalf 
of broadcasters in the state of 
Washington, is battling ASCAP 


again with the Davis & Schwegler 
Music Publishing Co., Inc., a Ceast 
outfit. New venture is a tax-free 
music proposition to enlist 100% 
radio co-operation, idea being that 
the new music pubs will rely wholly 
on sheet music sales for revenue. 

Carl Haverlin, former sales man- 
ager for the Earle C. Anthony sta- 
tions in Los Angeles, KFI and 
KECA, now en route back te the 
Coast after a biz trip east, is finan- 
cially interested and’ biz manager. 
Haverlin came east to survey open- 
ing branches in New York and Chi- 
cago. 

New company in its first month 
is publishing 53 numbers and hopes 
to have 200 copyrights by Jan. 1. 
All are by non-ASCAP songwriters, 
theory being that there are enough 
good songsmith in America who don’t 
belong to the Society. (By contract, 
ASCAP writers couldn’t place with 
Davis & Schwegler, otherwise their 
stuff becomes subject to licensing). 

Station KFI devotes a half hour 
to exclusively plug the new com- 
pany’s tunes and Haverlin hopes to 
achieve similar radio co-operation. 


HUNT BURLESK 
FOR AIR COMIC 
POSSIBILITIES 


Mutual network and station WOR 
are interested in creating new air 
comics (although previous hunts not 
successful) and are gandering the 
boys in burlesque. Three have been 
singled out for overtures with only 
one responding so far. 

Phil Silvers, comedian formerly at 
the Gaiety theatre, N. Y., was to re- 
port to station with Rags Rag- 
land, but he.left for unit show 
with Gypsy Rose Lee late this 
week. Silvers made a recording at 
the station with juve Russell Trent 
straighting for him. Station had 
once before sent engineers te theatre 
to test Ragland and Silvers on mikes, 

Joey Faye, now appearing in legit 
musical ‘Sing Out the News,’ but a 
regular burley funny man, has also 
been invited to test, but has not yet 
responded. Ragland has worked 
Vallee program. 











ORSON WELLES’ PREMIERE 


Shortwave Bit From London Part 
Of Campbell Program 








First program of Orson Welles’ 
Mercury Theatre of the Air, under 
Campbell Soup, Dec. 9 will be radio 
version of Daphne du Maurier’s book 
‘Rebecca’, Welles will have Margaret 
Sullavan on from the Coast to play 
the young wife, Daphne du Maurier 
will be a guest player on the pro- 
gram, broadcasting opening scenes 
in the drama by shortwave from 
London, 

Welles is adapting the book to 
radio. Deal was set by Curtis Brown 
agency for the author, who obtained 
permission from David O. Selznick 
to negotiate the radio version. 





NEW TICKET FOR COOPER 


Jerry Cooper set for another 13 
stanzas on the Tums ‘Vocal Va- 
rieties’ program last week. 
rides an NBC-Red hookup from 


WLW, Cincinnati, Tuesday evenings, ~ 


H. W. Kastor is the agency, 


Show . 
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10 CITY MUSIC HALL 
id\$20,000. opening day. 


Almost\hit house record, in 
spite of five hour storm. Ca- 
pacity audiences Thursday, 
Friday, Satutday and Sunday. 
More than 100,000 paid ad- 
missions over week-end caused 
continuous S. R. O. for four 
days in a row. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


CRITERION THEATRE 
...greatest opening\ day for 
















both cash and atteandance 


ever chalked up for any 
United Artists release.| Picture 
hit the absolute all-time high. 


BUFFALO 


GREAT LAKES THEATR 


... two feet of snow and STILL 
a SMASH opening. Reviews 
excellent. Crowds howled 
enjoyment. 


ALBANY, N. Y. 


STRAND THEATRE 
...the season's high. 











PORTLAND, OREGON 


BROADWAY THEATRE 


since “The 
Hurricane”...and how they 
loved it. 


VARIETY 
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LOS ANGELES 


WARNER BROS. 
HOLLYWOOD & DOWNTOWN 


..second week BIG BUSINESS 
first week of capacity 
and \more. Tops the terrific 
mark teached by “Dead End”. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


UNITED ARTISTS THEATRE 


«.two house records... biggest 







opening day and biggest 
week of the\year. Now in third 
week of indefinite hold-over. 


TROY, N.Y. 


TROY| THEATRE 


... beat blizzard with best 
business in \months. Only 
picture in town standing up 
against snowstorm. 


PHILADELPHIA 


ALDINE| THEATRE 


.«.. waiting lines over entire 


week-end. Unusual patronage 
from suburbs even during 
heavy snowsform. Held over 
second week as it registers 
“Stella Dallas” figures. 


SALT/LAKE CITY 


CENTRE THEATRE 


... business almost double 


- FUZZY KNIGHT - MABEL TODD - HENRY KOLKER 
. POTTER - RELEASED YHRU UNITED ARTISTS 
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Radio Men, Curious to Know About 
Rutherford Sect, Find It's a Well 





Organized Self-Contained Group 


‘WANT CONGRESS ON RADIO. 


Resolution Would Have All the 
Hearings Broadcast 





By BEN BODEC 
Some interesting information has 
developed from efforts of station 
operators, who because they had got | 
into hot water as the result of Judge | Seattle, Nov. 29. 
Rutherford’s broadcasts, to find out} A demand that all proceedings of 
j that i F and ramifica- | the Congress of the United States be 
a oe eee broadcast so the voters can hear 
gs : what their senators and ¢ongress- | 
international religious proselytizer.| men are doing, is voiced in a reso- 
Inquiries have disclosed that the lution adopted by the Building Serv- 
i the Watch Tower Bible | ice Union, Local 6, The resolution 
gr meg * ly come un-| b@s been referred for action to the 
& Tract Society nat ihe | National Grange Convention, the 
der the head of big business but are Washington State Federation of 
reminiscent of the social-economic) Labor, the national convention of , 
; : ieri ht | the Committee for Industrial Orvan- |} 
entity which the Fourierites soug the 
to establish at Brook Farm and the | !2ations and the Washington delega- 
5 ; . | tion in Congress. 
Oneida Community during the el Seattle city council has be-2 
ous century. asked to support the movement. 
Watch Tower Society owns its | a | 
own modern steel and concrete ‘DERMAGELL SOAP 1S | 
printing plant in Brooklyn. era | 
ing is of four stories and spread over DOING S FT 
a quarter of block. To manufac- OVER- ’ EZ C 
turers the Society is known for <r | 
huge quantities of material that i z 
buys. Head of the plant boasts of Washington, Nov. 29. 
the fact that everything that goes} Claims of two Washington soap 
into the publications of the Seciety’s) manufacturers that their product, 
tracts is made within the plant, ex- | Dermagell, is ‘the discovery of the | 
cept the paper, which it purchases in | century, rudely thrown down last | 
carload lots. Society also does its) week by the Federal Trade Commis- 
own recording of transcriptions and | sion, which slapped a complaint on | 








tions of the organization behind this 

















honograph records, both of which | the companies and asked them to | 
ea rina he onl to Judge Rutherford’s | reply to allegations that their radio 
sermons. The recording studio, like- | and other advertising has been in- 
wise Society-owned, is on Staten Is-| violation to Federal laws. 
land. A supplementary recording | Knob-twiddlers can save their 
setup is operated by the Society in money, Commish indicated, by re- 
California. | fusing to react to ballyhoo for the 

In addition to community owner- | organic soap compound which is sup- 
ship of the plant there’s the curious | posed to. prevent and cure many 
personnel feature. Everybody in, the | skin disorders, pep up the complex- 
plant from the elevator boy to the/| ion and benefit the user by a ‘lasting 
boss compositor receives the same crop of beautiful hair. Charges re- 
compensation, $15 a month plus ceived by Commish declare that the 











WLW Dodges Trouble 


Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 

WLW refused to carry the 
Mennen Co.’s ‘People’s Rally’ 
program Sunday (27). The 
station’s action, according to 
explanation by James D. Shouse, 
general manager, was on the 
ground that the topic of discus- 
sion, ‘Should there be an em- 
bargo on German-made goods 
because of that government’s 
treatment of minorities,’ by the 
program’s conductor, John B. 
Kennedy, was a controversial 
subject. 

Station’s position, added 
Shouse, was to avert accept- 
ance of money for time de- 
voted to such a matter, in ac- 
cordance with an agreement be- 
tween WLW and the sponsor 
when the latter’s contract was 
accepted. 

Shouse states: ‘WLW will be 
glad to broadcast a transcrip- 
tion prepared by John B. Ken- 
nedy and dealing with a poll of 
the listeners on this subject, 
provided it is impartially pre- 
sented. Broadcast of said tran- 
scription would be on a non- 
commercial basis in a sustaining 
period.’ 

A two-minute commercial an- 
nouncement, explaining a spe- 
cial Mennen offer, was used by 
WLW at the start of the sched- 
uled ‘People’s Rally’ half-hour 
period. It was followed by a 
brief explanation that the pro- 
gram would not be _ aired 
that day. In its stead the sta- 
tion broadcast the NBC-fed 
Richard Himber show. 








CoughlinRepeatsRacial Blast Verbatim 


Donald Flamm and Ralph Atlass Refuse to Broad- 
cast Priest’s Talks Without Advance Copies 








Father Charles Coughlin, the Royal 
Oak, Mich., broadcasting priest, was 
, not heard Sunday (27) over WIND, 


| Gary, Indiana, and WJJD, Chicago. 
owned by Ralph Atlass, nor over 
WMCA, New York, owned by Donald 
Flamm. Meanwhile, other stations 
on his special paid hookup were re- 
ported plenty perturbed by the em- 
barrassing spot they were in as 
Coughlin repeated his first broadcast 
blast against Jews as prime instiga- | 
| tors of Communism. 

Coughlin’s talk entered. the metro- 
politan New York area Sunday 
| through WHBI, Newark, and was ’ 
also heard over WICC, Bridgeport, | P:-™- Sunday hour to a Catholic 
which records and repeats his talks | Coushlis in substitute for 
at 8 p.m., due to commercial con-| Cage : 
tracts that prevent station joining the | This gesture is to emphasize 
network at the usual 4 p.m. hour. station s friendliness to Cough- 

Standing by everything he said the || lin’s church while opposing 
first time and saying it again by|| Coughlin’s personal ideas. 
transcription, the cleric expressed 
horror for Nazi exeesses but saw the 
whole thing as tied up with Com- 
munism. He brought in the perse- 
cution of Catholics in Spain, Mexico 
and Russia as events that Jews and 
the world had not sufficiently de- 
plored. 

By declining to make any gesture 
of appeasement or repudiation of his 
broad charges (although specifically 
denying he was anti-Semitic) the 
priest aroused further racial animos- 


physically impossible the exist- 
ence of another, Practically we 
can print as many books as we 
like. But clear air channels are 
limited in number. The gov- 
ernment, so to speak, by the 
physical necessities of the case, 
grants each station a monopoly 
of some particular air channel. 
It necessarily selects from among 
applicants. It unavoidably fa- 


WMCA Catholic 1/, Hr. 














WMCA will donate the 4-4:30 











vors one applicant as against an- 
other. It can properly make this 
selection only on grounds of pub- 
lic policy, But because it makes 
such a selection and grants such 
a monopoly at all it must assume 
certain responsibilities regarding 
radio stations—and what they 
broadcast— that it does not as- 
sume toward ordinary publica- 
tions or the unbroadcast utter- 
ances of individuals. 














Irna Phillips to L. A. 


Chicago, Nov. 29. 

Irna Phillips, writer of ‘The Guid- 
ing Light,’ ‘Road of Life’ and other 
serials, leaves tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) for a month’s stay in Holly- 
we 

Main purpose of the visit is to dis- 
cuss the placement of a film script 








that she has authored. 


‘Vituperative Response 


To Anti-Nazi Comment 
Aimed at Announcers 


Montreal, Nov. 29. 
Marcel Beaulieu and Frank Mori- 
set, news commentators on the 10:15 
stanza Friday night over station 


CKAC, are getting the Morning 
Freiheit, New York Yiddish-lan- 
guage daily, from an anonymous 
donor. 

Freiheit is being sent by Nazi 
sympathizers here as a_ protest 


against the condemnation of Nazi 
persecution voiced by Beaulieu and 
Moriset during the recent German 
atrocities. 

Chris Ellis, leading local news 

commentator over station CFCF, 
has received threats of bodily harm, 
via phone, from local Nazis peeved 
by his stand against religious per- 
secution of any kind in Germany. 
Ellis, accused of being a non-‘Aryan,’ 
is 100% Nordic, standing about six 
foot two. 
. Pro-Nazi threats in all instances 
shrugged off without any report 
made to police by the commenta- 
tors. 





Stefan Schnable Re-Created 
Stefan Schnable, son of pianist 
Arthur Schnabel, returns to the 
Goldbergs’ program Dec. 12. 
He was written out of the script 
several months ago to enable him to 
take a European vacation, ;' 








AFRA Negotiations Include Writers 








That May Precipitate Jurisdictional Dispute With 
Authors League Affiliate 





Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


can Federation of Radio Artists is 


outlet, for a contract covering actors 
singers, announcers, sound effect 


room and board. These workers | advertising put out by Research As- 
the publishing enterprise, including | different from ‘any other product de- 
Society has its own magazine and 
organization’s tremendous income Pepsodent is withdrawing ‘Candid 
blaring out the Judge’s messages.|) oq @ Thomas produced. 
actuated primarily by complaint 
How far the Watch Tower Society 
own plant. The Society demanded 
Own power-generating plant and cut 
Herbert Akerberg, CBS v.p. in 
around Dec. 20. His first stop will 
Se ane See Se men and writers. Understood a num- 


have their own dormitory, commis- sociates, Inc, and Dermagell, Inc., 
sary and common medical and dental | aré ‘grossly exaggerated, misleading 
the scores of translators, give the | signed for similar. usage. 
impression of living in a world of 
> bate . 

claims that only the Bible exceeds Pepso Pulls Lady 
in sales the books containing Judge SoA ae 
from the sale of oe me ——. Lady’ from Coast NBC network 
on motorized loudspeakers whic after 39 weeks, 
Out of Long Island, for instance, the 
crews with these trucks run into 
from persons objecting to Judge 
Rutherford’s attacks on their own 
will go in making its operations self- 
sufficient is attested by an incident 
a special rate from the local light 
company and when it was turned 
off all relationship with the public 
utility. 
charge of station relations, left Mon- 
day (28) for a tour that wil] keep 
be New Orleans for the transmitter 
dedications at WLW. After that it 

Akerberg stated that the calls, in- 
cluding the one in San Francisco, 


service. Everybody connected with | and untrue’ and that the soap is not 
their own. 
Rutherford’s sermons. Part of the | Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
travel through the countrysides No replacement contemplated. 
frequent clashes with the _ police, 
religious sects. 
that occurred after it moved into its 
down the organization installed its 
Akerberg Goes Caliing 
him away from his office until 
will be Chicago, Salt Lake City, San 
will be strictly routine stuff. 


also announcers and actors, ete. 
Although the Radio Writers Guild, 
affiliated with the Authors League 
of America, has some membership 
local ether scripters, it is making no 
moves in regard to AFRA’s attempt 
to represent authors. However, it is 
watching the situation closely. 





RAY SHANNON PERMANENT 
Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 

Ray Shannon, on the WLW-WSAI 
dramatic staff since May, 1936, last 
week signed a contract dotted with 
option clauses to 1941. for continu- 
ance on those stations. 

Before going radio, Shannon was 
in vaude and musical comedy for 
many years. 





Authors League Angles 


Neither the Radio Writers Guild 
headquarters nor the national AFRA 
office in New York would discuss the 
- |matter of AFRA’s attempted repre- 
John Breiel, who handles house! sentation of radio authors on the 
publicity for N. W. Ayer in Philly | Coast, so it is not known whether or 
headquarters, operated on Monday | not the actors’ union has an okay 
(28) for appendicitis. from the Authors League to repre- 








Los Angeles chapter of the Ameri- | Holt, 
| merely stated that she does not know 
negotiating with KNX, local CBS| What the League's attitude is on the 


| question, but that her union has been 


ber of the latter classification are | 
;}a rep to the Coast soon, 





sent ether scriveners. 
AFRA 


Mrs. Emily 
executive-secretary, 


taking in writers from the first. That 
AFRA regards the situation seriously 
is indicated by the fact it is sending 


Despite the reluctance of Authors 
League officials to discuss the mat- 
ters, it is thought unlikely that the 
League would favor any other or- 
ganization’s representing writers in 
any field (except the press, where 
the Newspaper Guild was given a 
go-ahead). For that reason, AFRA’s 
move in attempting to bargain for 
writers on the Coast may cause a 
major conflict between the two 
groups. How far such a scrap would 
extend is a question, but in any case 
it would be the first outright break 
between an author and a talent 
group. Situation is regarded as hav- 
ing possibly vast consequences in the 
talent end of show business, 
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ity, in the opinion of many. Cough- 
lin denies any such purpose. But 
meanwhile, apart from the contro- 
versial aspects of the theme proper, 
its injection into the whole complex 
subject of radio censorship has cre- 
ated a gigantic dilemma for the in- 
dustry and perhaps Government. 

Coughlin in striking back Sunday 
in his ‘An Answer to My Critics’ 
emphasized and re-emphasized al- 
leged Jewish control of journalism 
and communications (radio) as im- 
plying that he doesn’t get a fair 
shake on publicity. Coughlin is 
barred from NBC and CBS which 
will not sell him or any churchman 
time. David Sarnoff of RCA and 
William S. Paley of CBS are thus 
dragged into the picture as key men 
of broadcasting and members of the 
Jewish race. 


Commenting on the situation of 
Coughlin’s refusal to submit advance 
scripts (he states he did not have 
time) and the cancellation of his time 
in consequence, the New York Times 
on Tuesday (29) editorially com- 
mented as follows: 


FREEDOM ON THE AIR 


Responsible persons every- 
where will approve the action of 
those radio stations that refused 
to broadcast a speech plainly cal- 
culated to stir up religious prej- 
udice and strife. These stations 
acted, as they were entitled to 
act, on their own responsibility. 
But it is clear that we are only 
at the beginning of certain 
thorny problems dealing with 
the whole question of freedom of 
the air. 

The amazing development of 
the radio has presented us today 
with problems which the classic 
defenders of liberty were unable 
even to imagine. When John 
Milton argued with unforget- 
table eloquence against censor- 
ship, he was writing chiefly about 
books. To allow a book to be 
published the government does 
not have to perform any positive 
act; it merely refrains from in- 
terference. When John Stuart 
Mill wrote his carefully reasoned 
essay on liberty, the most dan- 
gerous immediate situation he 
could ihink of was that of an in- 
dividual addressing a crowd 
small enough to come within 
range of his voice. Mil} could 
not envisage one man’s voice be- 
ing heard at once by a whole na- 
tion. He could not foresee thou- 
sands of groups, in homes, in 
public places, on farms, in cities, 
only dimly aware of each other’s 
presence, but all listening to, all 
simultancously affected by, the 
voice of the same man. He could 
not foresee the Possi- 
bilities of quick harm, of omni- 
Present panic, through an instru- 
ment of which he had never 
heard. 

There is still another aspect of 
the radio that distinguishes it 
from the book, the magazine, the 
newspaper, or the ordinary un- in 
amplified speech to a single as- 
sembly. The existence of one 
Publication does not make 


The right of free speech has 
never been unlimited. There 
have always been laws against 
obscenity and libel. As the late 
Justice Holmes once remarked, 
freedom of speech cannot mean 
the right to cry ‘fire’ in a 
crowded theatre. The particular 
problem we confront today is 
that of preserving the precious 
principle of freedom of speech 
while at the same time prevent- 
ing the irresponsible abuse of a 
new instrument of tremendous 
influence and power. That prob- 
lem calls for much more serious 
and careful thought than it has 
yet received. 





Atlass’ Attitude 
Chicago, Nov. 29. 
Failure to provide script in ad- 
vance in conformation with the usual 
radio station requirements brought 
about the cancellation of Father C. 
E. Coughlin’s scheduled talk on 
WIND and WJJD for Sunday (27). 
Station declares that the program 
was also, for the most part, a word- 
for-word rebroadcast (by ether 
disc) of the speech of the week pre- 
vious and therefore would tend to 
stir up again the nationwide contro- 
versy which had resulted previous 
Sunday. 








Many Praise Coughlin 
Philadelphia, Nov, 29. 

WDAS, professing anxiety to be 
rid of the Father Coughlin show, 
continues to debate this week 
whether cancelling it would do more 
harm or good. Outlet, like others 
carrying the show, is on the spot. 
It apparently faces trouble no mat- 
ter what decision it makes. 
Letters, postcards and telegrams, 
which started after the first broad- 
cast last week, have continued, grow- 
ing in volume. There are more fa- 
voring the broadcasts than against it, 
but latter are suspected to be from 
organized sources, while the protests 
are strictly from individuals, Hun- 
dreds of postcards demanding con- 
tinuance of the show are all in the 
same writing and from the same 
zone, although they bear different 
names. 


CHEVROLET'S EXIT 
CRIMPED MPPA FEES 


Dropout of the Chevrolet disc 
series has had a marked effect on 
the income this season of the me- 
chanical rights division of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association. 
Collections for the first half of the 
current year indicated a substantial 
increase over the take for 1937, but 
the loss of the Chevrolet royalties s0 
reshaped the situation that the in- 
flow from transcriptions will be just 
about it was for last year, MPPA’s 
revenue from radio sources for 1937 
Was around $265,000. 
Also credited with putting a dent 
the association’s gross from 
'transcriptions is the wage scale 
| boost imposed by the musicians 
' union, 
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-River Valley Broadcasts, Inc., Water- 


‘casting Co. 
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Reversal of 


Grant Upheld 


Washington, Nov. 29. 
Attempt to block another three- 
cornered hearing on rival applica- 
tions for right to build a local trans- 
mitter at Watertown, N. Y., failed | 


last week when .the U. S. Circuit | 


Court of Appeals here declined to | 
interfere with schedule procedure | 
of the FCC. Case’ has been a head- | 
ache for several years, with intricate | 
litigation following attempts of com- | 
peting groups to gain tactical advan- 
tage. 

Result of the circuit court stand— 
unless the present phase of the fight 
is laid before the U. S. Supreme 
Court—is to permit the Commish to 
go ahead with plans for further ven- 
tilation of the ambitions of Black 








town Times, and Watertown Broad- 
Important -legal- point 
established by the judges is that the | 
FCC has power to vacate a grant of | 
construction ‘permit. | 

Had Investment 

Opinion, written by New Deal ap- 
pointee, Associate Justice Fred M. 
Vinson, of Kentucky, was a rebuff | 
for the Black River crowd. Stymied 
applicant had spent several thousand 
dollars on towers, studios, and other 
equipment when the Commish, in 
December, 1936, reversed itself and 
decided to look at the matter anew. 
Authority to erect a local transmit- 
ter operating on 1420 ke originally 
granted in October, 1936: 

Order vacating the grant had been 
challenged in the lower Federal 
court by Eliot C. Lovett, counsel for 
Black River, on the ground the Com- 
mish never acted upon a prior mo- 
tion of Watertown Broadcasting Co. 
for rehearing. Unsuccessfully con- 
tended the FCC lacked the right to 
eall for another hearing on its own 
motion under the circumstances. 

In upholding the regulatory body, 
Judge Vinson in effect said the Black 
River crew will have to wait until 
some positive action, injuring its in- 
terests directly, has been taken. In 
event the Commish finally turns 
down its plea for a C. P., a court 
appeal then will be in order. Spokes- 
man for the tribunal pointed out 
that Congress made the Court of Ap- 
peals the sole appellate body for 
handling action affecting the FCC 
and declared the attempt to ‘block- 
ade’ the regulatory agency was im- 
» roper. 


FREE BEER LURE 
FOR MILWAUKEE 


Milwaukee, Nov. 29. 

An intensive advertising and pub- 
licity campaign, in which station 
WTMJ will cooperate, is being 
planned by Milwaukee business peo- 
ple to secure visitors and conven- 
tions for the city during 1939 in 
competition with the fairs in New 
York and San Francisco. 

A committee under the direction 
of George M. Harris, Hotel Schroed- 
er’s p.a., from where broadcasts over 














WTMJ and the NBC network are 
aired coast to coast, has been formed. 
In addition to WTMJ, other inter- 
ested factors include the association 
of commerce, the Milwaukee Adver- 
tising club and the First Wisconsin 
Nationa] Bank. 

It has been suggested that the 
breweries announce that they will 
give away 1,000,000 glasses of beer 
during the coming year. One brew- 
ery already has agreed to incorpor- 
ate in its national advertising in- 
vitations to people to visit Milwaukee 
next year. 


Bugler Tobacco to NBC 


Chicago, Nov. 29. 

Bugler tobacco show, ‘Plantation 
Party,’ now on a Mutual hook-up, 
switches to NBC on Dec. 9 on a coast- 
to-coast ride over the blue web, using 
30 minutes from 9 p. m. EST. 

Brown & Williamson product ac- 
count handled through Russell M. 
Seeds agency here, which also is 
placing Avalon cigarette time. 


Harmon Nelson with Y-R 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Harmon O. Nelson goes east next 
week to join Young & Rubicam 
agency as talent buyer. 
He is former band leader and re- 
cently filed suit for divorce from 











Bette Davis, film star. 





Paid Off in Silver 





In her ‘curtain speech’ on the 
International Silver program 
on Sunday night (20), Helen 
Hays said she was so delighted 
with the sponsor’s product that 
she intends giving silver to all 
her friends this Christmas. 

What she didn’t explain was 
that she was given. several 
thousand dollars worth of 
silverware as part payment, 
She has since remarked pri- 
vately that she might have to 
build an addition on her Nyack, 
N. Y., home to make room for 
it all, 

For performers to be paid 
off in goods is nothing uncom- 
mon in radio. Studebaker made 
a regular practice of paying 
off in cars several seasons ago. 
The recipients were the guest 
artists. Packard did the same 
thing. in at least one instance 
with its ‘Starlight Roof’ show 
last year. Jack Benny was of- 
fered a car for an appearance 
on that program and he read- 
ily accepted. 

From the income tax angle 
the acceptance of goods in lieu 
of -money makes no difference 
in the final count. The law 
provides that all such payoffs 
for services rendered be in- 
cluded in the report with the 
amount noted to be that equal 
to the fair market value of the 
goods, 











‘AFTER TOSCANINI, 
WE'RE NEXT’—SPONSOR 


Cleveland, Nov. 29. 

Dropped by Lubeck beer, Carl 
Mark’s Saturday ‘Nite Owl Club’ 
over WHK has been bought by Noss 
Pretzel Co. with one _ stipulation. 
New sponsors are extending swing 
program to two-and-half hours but 
specify that it must follow on the 
heels of Toscanini’s concert, no mat- 
ter how long the latter lasts. 

Mark also having his three-a-week 
jitterbug sessions renewed by West 
End Laundry for 13 weeks for an- 
other experiment. To test coverage, 
company is passing out free laundry 
tickets to every fifth person who 
calls up WHK during broadcasts. 


TEXACO OPTIONS 


Several Changes—Jane Froman East 
—Salary Cuts Reported 














Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Options on Texaco program were 
taken up Tuesday by the Buchanan 
agency via William Morris. Her- 
culean efforts to get show’s produc- 
tion smoothed out are in progress. 
Started around 10 in C.A.B. 

Changes contemplated include a 
femme warbler and emcee-comic. 
Jane Froman has had sinus trouble 
since coming to the Coast and wants 
to return east. John Barrymore 
holds forth as emcee until a new 
ringmaster is brought on the show. 

Texaco feels confident that John 
Barrymore will be available after 
the first of the year to continue as 
emcee of its Wednesday night show 
over CBS. It has been doing some 
scouting around for a possible suc- 
cessor, approaching Cary — Grant, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and others, 
but the impression now prevails that 
Barrymore will again put off his pro- 
posed appearance in a Broadway 
preduction. 

With the renewal of Texaco all 
members of the cast are reported 
taking salary cuts. Script trouble 
of Una Merkel involving Metro su- 
pervision of what she does is an- 
other pending problem. 


Benny Troupe East 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Jack Benny and his air troupe de- 
parted for the east yesterday (Mon.) 
to do at least two broadcasts from 
New York. 

Air-film comic wants to look over 
the new shows and get a fresh per- 
spective for his radio scripts. 











Fuller With Local Agency 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 29. 

LeVere Fuller, formerly on staffs 
of WHAM and WSAY, has joined 
McLaughlin Advertising Agency in 
charge of radio business. 

He has also revived his dramatic 
book reviews, aired over WGY for 
five years, as a 15-minute commer- 
cial for Book News Co. over WSAY. 
He writes the shows which are pre- 
sented with the aid of his own group 
of players. 


Kidoodlers’ Dixie 
Sponsor—Soft Drink 


The Kidoodlers were signed last 
week to make a series of 26 trans- 
cribed 15 min. programs. Platters 
will be used on the Dixie net in 
behalf of Dr. Pepper’s soft drink. 
It’s the first commercial for the band 
composed of some 106 miniature in- 
struments which has been an NBC 
sustainer for almost a year and a 
half. 

Outfit totes its instruments to 
Schenectady Dec. 1 for a three-day 
p. a. with Blue Barron with whom 
it opens at the New York Paramount 
Dec. 7. Set also for a guester on the 
Benny Goodman Camel show Dec. 6. 


Reber States 
Kellogg Just. 











John U. Reber, J. Walter Thomp- 
son’s radio director, declared yester- 
day (Tuesday) that no film names 
have been set for the Kellogg, which 
starts on NBC Jan 15. He said that 
there has been a lot of talk with 
agents and program lists made up, 
but it’s all far from the signaturing 
point. 

Reber scouted as baseless the re- 
port that Rudy Vallee might move 
over to the Kellogg stand, with his 
Thursday night underwriter, Stand- 
ards Brands, dropping out until next 
fall. Reber said that the fact that 
Standard Brands had just picked up 
its option for Vallee for the entire 
year of 1939 should settle that one. 


WALTER O'KEEFE TO 
ETHYLIZE ON. SHIP 


Walter O’Keefe left last week on a 
15-day Caribbean cruise. He wants 
to rest up from a. long layoff and 
also get himself in condition for his 
new program, Ethyl gasoline, which 
starts on CBS Jan. 1. Contract guar- 
antees a minimum of 26 weeks. 

Show, which will be pitted against 
the first half of the Kraft Music Hall, 
wil} also have Andre Kostelanetz 
and a Kay Thompson choir, 


Canova Off C&S 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Third change in the comedy spot 
on Chase & Sanborn will be made 
around first of the year when Judy 
Canova, Zeke and Annie finish out 
their 13 weeks. 

Java show started with W. C. 
Fields, shortly after taking on the 
Stroud Twins before spotting the 
hillbilly trio. J. Walter Thompson 
talent sleuths still looking around 
for «a funmaker. 

















Larry White has left Hayward- 
McCormick agency where he headed 
radio department. 
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ficials are spieling. 


and then cross examination. 


First regular link between stations 








Talk So Far 








Washington Conversation 


Royal’s Field Goal 

Hearty chuckles given listeners and commish attaches during cross- 
examination of John F. Royal, NBC vice-president, about handling of 
speakers who run beyond the allotted time. Because of careful planning, 
programs seldom exceed the limit, he said, except when government of- 
Industry people derived amusement since Chairman 
MeNinch, talking from White Sulphur Springs a few days before, had gone 
seven minutes beyond the 30-minute limit on his speech. 


‘Self-Praise’ Charge by McNinch = 
Most Notable Development 
Of FCC Hearings So Far 





Washington, Nov. 29. 

Detailed technical chronology, 
giving step-by-step picture of the 
engineering evolution of both net- 
works and individual-station broad- 
casting, occupied the FCC chain- 
monopoly investigators several 
hours during hearings last week. 
Only three sessions, on account of 
the holiday. 

Bulk of the time was consumed 
by O. B. Hanson, chief engineer of 
NBC, who read a voluminous his- 
tory tracing the problems which 
arose and elaborated on the solu- 
tions so that broadcasting on a na- 
tional scale and around-the-clock 





Raps NBC Booklet 


Washington, Nov. 29. 

Stern rebukes for the presen- 
tation of ‘irrelevant’ - evidence 
was handed NBC by Chairman 
McNinch as hearings resumed 
Tuesday. 

Several web exhibits were 
rejected when. McNinch . and 
Porter wrangled with Philip J. 
Hennessey, NBC attorney, 
about value of booklets and 
speeches by company officials. 

Web attempts to put in pam- 
phlet describing Radio City 
drew sharpest reprimand, with 
MecNinch declaring while he 
presides time of committee will 
not be consumed in receiving 
material that is ‘purely adver- 
tising.’ Chairman termed book 
‘manifestly laudatory’ and in- 
quired what relation number of 
tons of steel in buildings has to 
regulatory policies. Eventually 
MecNinch decided the exhibit 
was relatively harmless but 
none too helpful. 











has become a major business. Be- 
fore his appearance, John F. Royal, 
web vice-president in charge of pro- 
grams, endured cross-examination 
about program policies. Little of 
importance brought out to supple- 
ment his prepared direct testimony 
of the previous week, * 

Highlights of the Hanson recital 
were the explanation of why cross- 
licensing of equipment patents b2- 
came necessary and the reasons why 
the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. has become an integral 
part of the broadcast _ structure. 
Otherwise, his testimony was chiefly 
descriptive and of the text-book va- 
riety. 

Progress and Power 


Dig at the present FCC appre- 
hension about 500 kw operation was 
taken by Hanson. As has been em- 
phasized before at other Commish 
proceedings every jump in power 
maximum has been regarded by lay- 


men as dangerous trend and a 
frankenstein. Remarked that al- 
though phenomenal’ growth of 


broadcasting started in 1923, it took 
two years for WEAF to get author- 








91 Pages the Final Straw 

Dissatisfaction of the FCC committee with printed briefs and statements 
resulted last week in an ultimatum that no more elaborate booklets can 
be read by witnesses produced by respondents. Factual data desired for 
promulgating new regulatory policies can best be obtained in other ways, 
MecNinch announced Wednesday (23) as O. B. Hanson, chief engineer of 
NBC, resumed droning, through a 91-page mimeographed chronology. Be- 
cause understanding had been reached between attorneys, permit was 
given for the technician to finish the recitation, but henceforth question- 
and-answer technic will be followed, probably with commish interpolating 
frequent inquiries instead of adhering to the customary practice of direct 





‘Firsts’ Read Into Record 
Numerous ‘firsts’ in history of broadcasting were chronicled last week. 


was long-distance telephone circuit 


between WEAF, New York, and WNAC, Boston, a one-shot connection. 
First series of piped programs was sent WMAF, South Dartmouth, Mass., 
in summer of 1923. First station to become regularly affiliated with NBC 
was WJAR, Providence, still a network affiliate and consequently veteran 
member of the present far-flung web. 











ity to use 5 kw needed to cover 
dead spots in New York City, so 


grave was the concern § about 
‘super-power.’ 
Development of technique by 


which television networks can be 
created was said to be the next 
great frontier which engineers must 
cross. Because program cost of 
visual transmission is so much 


greater than in aural broadcasting, © 


it will be feasible to provide pic- 
ture service to the nation only if 
plants can be hooked to a com- 
mon source of supply. 

Disagreeing with enthusiasts who 
think broadscale television is just 
around the corner, Hanson em- 
phasized that from a_technicai 
standpoint visual operation ‘is 100 
times more complicated’ than sound 
broadcasting and cautioned ‘for this 
reason, years of development have 
been required to bring it to its 
present practical state and still many 
unsolved technical problems lie be- 
fore us.’ 

Economic obstacles in the way of 
television are so high as to be al- 
most terrifying, according to the 
NBC expert. To satisfy the public 
after novelty wears off, actual spot 
programs of field events must be 
provided. This requires moving 
huge masses of delicate equipment. 
At present NBC is using two 19-ton 
trucks but to carry the theory to 
logical conclusion and duplicate 
what can be done with oral descrip- 
tions four units will be required. 
‘At this rate, spontaneous television 
field pick-ups call for costly invest- 
ment and high operating costs. Lit- 
tle can be accomplished beyond the 
experimental work now in progress 
until an economic solution has been 
found: to support it.’ 

Quiz Royal 

Wind-up appearance by Royal was 
devoted chiefly to attempts of Wil- 
liam J. Dempsey, FCC general coun- 
sel, to draw confessions that NBC 
has unusual power over distribution 
of programs. In this, the Commish 
inquisitor had scant success. Web 
affiliates are free to reject sustain- 
ing programs, Royal insisted, al- 
though company-owned plants often 
are required to carry company- 
originated programs that are not 
commercially sponsored. The two 
NBC webs are distinctly competi- 
tive, although they often reach the 
same audiences. via identical fa- 
cilities. No effort to favor or push 
one over the other. 

Dempsey strove to get Royal to 
admit that NBC limits competition 
between the two separate webs. Sus- 
pected a poor-grade sustainer was 
spotted opposite commercial pro- 
grams so the audience for a reve- 
nue-producer would be as big as 


possible. This was denied by the 
program boss. 
International relations of NBC 


were examined briefly. Denying his 
company has a material advantage 
because of RCA’s presence in the 
international communications field, 
Royal conceded NBC has first call 
on programs from Germany and 
Austria but added the only concrete 
understanding for exchange of pro- 
grams with other countries is an 
informal contract with British 
Broadcasting Co. Most arrange- 
ments are distinctly informal, he 
maintained, and NBC does not have 
an agreement by which it has first 
call on RCA’s facilities abroad. 
Sessions resumed today (Tues- 
day) and will run through Friday 


(2) with more NBC experts in the 
witness chair. 


CHILDBIRTH FATAL TO 
MRS. RALPH ATLASS 


Chicago, Nov. 29. 
Mrs. Ralph L. Atlass, wife of the 
president of WJJD and WIND sta- 
tions here, died on Nov. 24 of come 
Plications following child-birth. 


Child, four-pound girl, born pre- 
maturely, lived. 











Tom McCarthy Joins WCPO 


Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 
Tom McCarthy joined WCPO as 
news editor Monday (28), succeedin Z 
William Gold. 
Formerly of the Washington Post, 
McCarthy assisted in that paper’s 


' newscasts on WRC and WMAL, 
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VARIETY 





*‘CENTRAL CITY’ 

With Tom Pewers, Van Heflin, Elea- 
nor Phelps, Elspeth Eric, Selena 
Royle, Frank Wilcox, Everett 
Sloane, Myron McCormick, Joha 
McBryde, Harry Beliaver 

15 Mins, 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

Mon.-Fri., 10:45 a. m. 

WIZ-NBC, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
Dramatic serial has replaced Ma 
Perkins five mornings a week over 
11 NBC blue stations to plug Oxydol, 
Procter & Gamble’s ‘high-powered 
laundry soap. Ma has been moved 
to the 3:15 slot daily over the red 

ribbon. 

Although it’s hardly gripping stuff 
for the sophisticates, ‘Central City’ is | 
fairly adult material by normal day- | 
time radio serial standards. Em- 
ploying a sort of Grand Hotel tech- 
nique, the show deals with the every- 
day lives and incidents of a repre- 
sentative group of people in a ‘typ-| 
ical American industrial city of | 
about 50,000 population.’ In expres- 
sive yet agreeably restrained terms 
it tells folksy yarn about the house- 
hold of a print shop owner, with the 
romantic complications of the daugh- 
ter having an integral part. Char- 
acters are clearly defined and there 
is an avoidance of too much hoke. 
So far, the yarn holds interest. 


Direction is deft and moving, 
while the playing is persuasive. On 
the stanza caught (29) Tom Powers 
played a sort of commentator-scene 
setter-philosopher, Eleanor Phelps 
was the daughicr of the household, 
Van Heflin her fiance, Myron McCor- 
mick the rejected sweetheart, Selena 
Royle the mother, and Frank Wilcox 
the father. Others listed in the cred- 
its above appear from time to time 
as other characters. 

There are two commercials, one 
ultra-windy one at the start and a 
shorter one at the finale. Announcer 
ignores the personality stuff and 
bears down on the high-pressure 
salesmanship. Uses a vocal mallet to 
found in a flock of claims that Oxy- 
dol will clean up just about any- 
thing but a smoking car story. 

Hobe. 


“HIGH SCHOOL REPORTER’ 
with Emanuel Denby 

Talks 

15 Mins.; Local 

ROYAL TYPEWRITER 
Daily, 5:15 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 

For high school audience. Listen- 
ing interest must come solely from 
high school feuds (if kids want to 
hear what their enemies have to 
say) or curiosity to hear what 
schoolmates sound iike on the ra- 
dio—for laughs. Commercial is di- 
rected right at juve minds, No 
other group could stand the wind 
and words. 

Emanuel Denby (he’s matriculated 
to college) conducts and is contact 
with preps for participants. Brings 
in boys for conflicting football pre- 
dictions among hi-schools and for 
little events in the lives of little 
boys. Some of it seemed mentally 
lower than the commercial, espe- 
cially reporting of a = yee pig 
that escaped from a lab whic 
scared all the girls.’ 

Has ‘contest’ with giveaway. Cur- 
rently tied oe film, ‘Dark Ra 
ture, at Globe theatre. Kids sub- 
mit com tions on last frontier, 
Congo, film’s locale. All very ele- 
mentary, including ‘Prof. Joe 
O’Brien’s handling. Hurl. 





JACK CURRAN 

With Jack Hogan’s Orchestra, Judy 
Heltman, Al Dary 

Variety 

3@ Mins —Local 

ROY FURNITURE CO. 

Sunday, 1:3@ p. m. 

WFBL, Syracuse 
Half-hour variety show is in eighth 

year on air. Curran, of WFBL staff, 


writes, produces, directs and emcees 
show. nors a solo per show. 
Fast peppy music ially ar- 


ranged by Hogan for 17-piece out- 
Mit, and clicko. Heltman, youthful 
torcher, is now permanent member 
of cast along with Al Dary, former 
Paul Whiteman Rhythm boy. Sextet 
tmeg to. bat with three. girls, three 

ys and handle pops and classical 
numbers. Versatile group is high- 
spot on show. 

Stage display of cast as they broad- 
cast from stage of RKO Keith’s the- 
atre of Schine chain is ornate, and 
smart adv. Whole show makes grade. 


“MUSIC AND MUSINGS 
String Trio, Talk 
15 Mins.—Local 


ne momagey | 
Friday, 10:45 a. m. 


WHEC, Rochester 
. Offering 4 — -*. music -— 

omespun osophy, this 1s one 
the better WHEC-produced air pro- 
gently soins g ne pela te 

organ, cello opens, 
see Bn es, poem, ‘Smiling 

r ’ 

Plaintive quality and 
stringed instruments stressed for 
strong appeal. Players are Arabeila 
Sparnon, harp; J. Gordon Baldwin, 
organ, and Vance Beach, ’cello. 

are timely talks and 

ene Ken yoo Ry soar 
s r m caug ank- 
reef for Siosdom in troubled 
times, plea for patriotism and op- 
herr rae a for happiness. 

Entire show runs smoothly and ef- 
fectively. Cord. 


sweetness of 


RADIO REVIEWS 


‘COUNTY SEAT’ 

With Ray Collins, Clifford Carpenter 
Serial 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Daily, 7 p. m. 
WABC_CBS, New York 

Aired at the same time and in 
competition to Amos ’n’ Andy, and 
also Goodman and Jane Ace, ‘County 
Seat’ is scripted around a corner 
drug store character of any small 
town. Ray Collins, formerly of legit 
and later with CBS in its Columbia 
Workshop and Mercury Theatre of 
the Air programs among others, 
handles the lead. 


He was introduced to the listening 
audience for the initial broadcast by 
Orson Welles, who generously de- 
scribed him as one of the finest act- 
ors in radio. Getaway served to im- 
plant the aim of the series in the 
minds of listeners and should pick 
up as its goes along. It concerned a 
bit of labor trouble between ‘Doc’ 
Hackett (Collins) and his hireling, 
played by Clifford Carpenter. 

Method of settling the dispute 
solidly impressed the homey, under- 
standing theme of the leading part. 
Its Will Rogersesque characteriza- 
tion and Collins would impress bet- 
ter if he slowed his lines. They were 
too staccato and sometimes harsh. 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 
With Bobby Hutsell 
Children’s Program 

15 Mins.—Local 

BILL’S CONSOLIDATED 
Daily, 5:30 p. m. 

WHAS, Louisville. 

Back on the air, an old standby 
boy’s and girl’s program, sponsored 
by a chain of auto accessory stores 
in Kentucky and Indiana, provides 
entertainment for the kiddies, and 
should interest the grown-ups as 
well. Moppets who play parts on the 
show all handle their lines with as- 
surance, and pace the show without 
many lapses. They’re all mike wise, 
and exhibit a freshness and spon- 
taneity which makes for okay listen- 
ing. 

Toy orchestra directed by Bobby 
Hutsell, intersperses typical Christ- 
mas and kiddie tunes throughout, 
and kids acquit themselves capably 
in the vocal department. Show is 
written and produced by Dudle 
Musson, station’s production head, 
and he has molded a smoothly mov- 
ing, bright 15 minutes. 

Capable local production. Hold. 


MARIE W. CLARK 
‘Sing Me a Seng’ ~ 
Children’s Pregram 
15 Mins.—Local 
VERNON’S, HAIRDRESSER 
Monday, 5 p. m. 
WHAM, Rochester 

Mrs. Marie Whitbeck Clark, local 
socialite, has written a book of chil- 
dren’s songs and plugs it rather too 
persistently while presenting a series 
of numbers from the opus, including 
nursery rhymes, such as ‘Miss Muf- 
fet’ and “Mistress Mary.’ 

Mrs. Clark does the talking and 

lays the piano, but uses a stooge 
or the warbling... Novelty of second 
show which drew big local audience 
war air debut of Sidonie Goosens, 6, 
da ter of Eugene Goosens, former 
conductor of Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Cord. 





‘HISTORY MADE WHERE YOU 


15 Mins.; Local 

TROY SAVINGS BANK 

Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 
(Hevenor) 





Three things stand out on this 
community-historical program: Good 
scripting, production and restrained 
advertising. The time spent in prep- 
eration—there is too little of such in 
area radio—pays off in a finished air 
presentation. Details like music cues 
are given the attention they deserve. 

Opening pees e dealt with pare 3 
of Hudson River valley by the Dutc 
under patroon system. An interest- 
ing story, despite the fact that it has 
been toid many times in the Capital 
District. Jaco. 
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‘SOUTHWESTERN STARS’ 
30 Mins.—Local 


Sustaining 
Fridays, 8 p.m. 
WKY, Oklahema City 

WKY shoots the works on this 
show with a talent line-up compris- 
ing practically every studio hired 
hand and a few rung in from the 
outside now and then. Includes 
Ken Wright at the organ, Allen 
Clark and staff orch, Pancho (Lee 
Norton) and Ridgerunners, Edward 
McCurdy (warbler), John Shafer 
(sportscaster) and a varied assort- 
ment of other names. 

Last Friday (18) show opened 
with McCurdy doing “Throu the 
Years’ in tip-top fashion. . Pancho 
(Lee Norton), introduced as El 
Caballo (the horse) and his Ridge- 
runners, vocaled ‘La Golandrina’ 
singly and a couple of other Mexi- 
can ballads accompanied by Chi- 
quita. Allen Clark orch moved in 
with a swell arrangem +‘ of ‘Vini 
Vini” Telegram from Shafer, in 
Aimes, Iowa, for the Sooner-Cyclione 
game, was read, followed by Norton 
and Clark orch in ‘Home on Range.’ 
Wound up with ‘When Dream 
Boat Comes Home’ with Clark orch 
and Ken Wright at organ. 

Best variety show heard on local 
station. Lewis. 




















Follow-Up Comment 


Buddy Clark’s Sunday Supplement 
on C in late afternoon paid trib- 
ute to Cole Porter’s closed show, 
‘You Never Know,’ and the current 
hit, ‘Leave It to Me.’ Produced by 
Ira Ashley, Leith Stevens orchestra 
and Edith Dick, as Clark’s vocal vis- 
a-vis, proved excellent support. And 
those Porter lyrics!—they seem to be 
getting better than ever. 


Ben Bernie’s Sunday Half-and- 
Half show was in tribute to his 15 
years on the air. Ole maestro proved 
his veteranship by ease and general 
mike poise. This factor is produc- 
tion asset to bolster material, as and 
when that becomes thin. 


Mary Small sold ‘Cigaret Was 
Burning’ in her usually adept vocal 
| manner, and here again Bernie took 
advantage of the play on the word 
‘Cigaret’ in the song title to plug 
the Half-and-Half pipe tobacco. 
Lew Lehr’s post-Turkey Day-mor- 
tems were fairish in their laff re- 
turns. Bobby Gibson, Bernie’s top 
tenor this year, made much of “Two 
Sleepy People.’ 




















Wrist exercise: Donald Flamm’s 
statement on why his station barred 


Father Coughlin from the WMCA 
microphone was a well put explana- 
jtion. Anticipated the probability 


station-censorial attitude might tend 
to ‘martyr’ speaker. Stressed that 
almost every other script gets a sta- 
tion preview before going out on the 
kilocycles. Statement also empha- 
sized FCC Chairman MeNinch’s prin- 
ciples anent radio as a public trust, 
not to be ‘haphazardly abused’. . . 
Benay Venuta has a_ consistently 
nifty half hour of variety on WOR 
Sunday afts, not the least of which 
is her charming manner of m.c.’ing 
and personal song salesmanship... 
Jimmy Walker’s Visiting Hour for 
WMCA occurred twice this week, 
once on Thanksgiving Day, and on 
Sunday, per usual. Henny Young- 
man was a comedy outstander on the 
latter, even though he sounds like 
a road company of Milton Berle, 
more on delivery, rather than mate- 
rial. As for the latter, both undoubt- 
edly are debtors, to divers sources 
...Billy House’s Wrigley half hour 
is another strong comedy interlude 
early Sunday evenings. The chicle 
company is now considering, and 
wisely, the idea of using both House 
and the new Jesse Lasky program 
this winter. 





‘SAY IT WITH MUSIC’ 
With John Weigal 

Records 

15 Mins, 

Disc—Local 

RUDOLPH WURBLITZER 
M-W-F; 5:30 p.m. 

WGN, Chicago. 

(Schwimmer & Scott) 


Straight selling program fer musi- 
cal instrument house. Instead of 
asking the listeners to come in and 
buy an instrument, they are told to 
signature for 10 lessons at $1.25 per, 
with an instrument delivered free- 
of-charge for use during this period. 
If, at the end of the 10-week lesson 
period they wish to continue with 
the lessons they can then buy the 
instrument, 


Musical discs are chosen to point 
up the individual instruments, and 
are thus sprinkled with piano, violin, 
xylophone, etc., solos. 

Another angle is the spotting of the 
show immediately preceding ‘Little 
Orphan Annie’ on this station, though 
the commersh spiel on this instru- 
mental period is strictly in adult 
phrasing. Gold. 


GERRY MORFIT 

With Allen Antheny, Betty Barrett, 
Gene Babbitt, Coyita. Bunch and 
Al Sarli’s Orch. 








A pot pourri of gags, orchestra 
music, warbling, skits, double talk, 
etc., is an attention getter here. 
More work for Betty Barrett, a 13- 
year-old song bird, and Gene Bab- 
bitt, another warbler, would help 
program. 

Babbitt, in addition to his swell 
warbling of ‘I Won’t Tell a Soul’ and 
a duet, ‘All Ashore,’ with Coyita 
Bunch, possesses a ‘Kenny Baker’ 
style that scored in several skits the 
burden of which is carried in o.k. 
style by Morfit and Anthony. The 


first of these, the expedition of 
Christopher Columbus in his quest 
for a short route to India gave Mor- 


fit and =p oy A an opportunity to 
switch to the Negro dialect which 
they do satisfactorily. 

orfit, a recent addition to the sta- 
tion’: talent staff, ad libs in this and 
another built around the courtin’ of 
a Tennessee mountaineer for his 
sweetheart of the hills that furnish 
laughs as the cast reverts to the talk 
of the backwoods folk. 





Carl Stanton and production aide, 
Mickey Lusk, back in Hollywood 
from Denver where they put on 
Colorado’s Hour for the state’s chain 
stores. 
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ALBERTA 1 HUNTER Pe, ee ee, 
15 Ming. | Washington Lobby ! 
Fr’ *ey, 6:16 p. m. A I 
WI2, New York a eS ce Se ee 


It’s the second try for Alberta 
Hunter on NBC. Network had her 
on for a fairly considerable stretch 
a couple seasons ago, introducing her 
as ‘the colored singing sensation 
of England and the Continent.’ She 
failed to cut much of a swath and 
to Europe she went to fill a row of 
nitery and theatre dates. Currently 
she’s doubling from the sustaining 
series into Tony’s, one of 52d Street's 
manifold hot spots. 

Miss Hunter makes pleasant listen- 
ing. She has a keen sense of rhyth- 
mic values, proving an equally effec- 
tive saleswoman with either the slow 
torch or the fast rhythm ditty. Sly 
shifts in mood as far as the reper- 
toire is concerned indicate some 
smart production steering. When 
caught her program included ‘Mary 
Lou’ in its original French. Her in- 
terpretation gave the impression that 
the soft, slow-moving sentimental 
tune was her best bet. Odec. 


SCHENECTADY TOWN MEETING 
With Michael D. Hanna 

30 Mins.—Loeal 

Sunday, 3:3@ p. m. 

WGY, Schenectady 

A local and milder version of 
NBC’s Town Hail of the Air. Pro- 
gram is presented by Capital District 
Forum, a project of the U. S. Office 
of Education, with first half of an 
hour-long discussion in Union Col- 
lege chapel broadcast. This part- 
radio setup does not make for the 
most telling reception; lack of a 
definite air format further hurts. On 
some broadcasts time element has not 
been given sufficient consideration. 
Quiz section is seldom as brisk as 
radio demands. Unfortunately, teeh- 
nical facilities are inadequate for the 
smoothest broadcasting. No para- 
bolic mike. 

Hanna turns in a generally com- 
petent job as chairman. He might 
exercise firmer control at — 

aco. 


‘THIS DAY IS OURS’ 
With Jay Jostyn and Templeton Fox 
Dramatie Serial 
15 Mins. 
CRISCO 
Daily, 1:45 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Compton) 

With war-torn China as a back- 
ground, this dramatic pish-tosh is 
10 minutes of dialog and five minutes 
of commercials aimed strictly at the 
housewives. Chiefly in its favor is 
the crispness of the script, with the 
male lead (Jay Jostyn) given the 
tough type of gab identified with 
Clark Gable in films. 

Templeton Fox plays the sweet 
young thing, daughter of a mission- 
ary, who has disappeared along with 
the wrecking of his mission. A third 
clerical character, identified as Paul, 
is the third corner of the triangle 
and tries to wean the girl away from 
the adventurous Jostyn and his mys- 
terious Chinese pal, who are helping 
her look for the old man. At this 
catching (11), the romance was just 
about catching on. : 

Commercial is murder by daylight. 
Runs nearly five minutes at the fin- 
ish with a box-top contest come-on. 
It’s a bath in words. Scho. 


Ralph Wiel’s Position 


Ralph Wiel has been named man- 
ager of the Chicago office of Inter- 
national Radio Sales. He quit his 
post as commercial manager of 
WISN, Milwaukee, to take this as- 
signment. 

Wiel’s successor has not been 
picked, 


E. E. Hill Heads WTAG 


Edward £E. Hill succeeds the late 
John J. Storey as director of WTAG, 
Worcester, Mass. Hill takes over 
Dec. 1. 

He came with WTAG in 1930, Hill 
has been in the business for 11 years 
as announcer, salesman, studio head 
and station manager. 











LES FANEUF ON B. OF E. 
Buffalo, Nov. 29. 

Leston P. Faneuf, WKBW news 
commentator, has been appointed to 
the Buffalo Board of Education to 
fill a vacancy caused by death. 
Faneuf, former teacher and news- 
paperman, was appointed secretary 
to Mayor Holling on Jan. 1. A couple 
months ago he left that post to join 
the public relations department of 
the Marine Trust Co. 

He'll continue with the Marine and 
on the air, the school board job be- 
ing a part-timer. 





Stemmier’s Sidelines 
Syracuse, Nov. 29. 

First announcer, then program di- 
rector and more recently in charge 
of special sports broadcasts, Mick 
Stemmler has been named merchan- 
dising manager of WSYR. 

He succeeds Gardner Smith who 





joins the sales staff. 





Washington, Nov. 29. 

_ Bewildered industry representa- 
tives are trying to determine exact 
attitude of FCC chairman Frank R. 
McNinch toward broadeasters. Con- 
flicting tenor of remarks at the re- 
cent Fourth District NAB conclave, 
White Sulphur Springs, increases ap- 
prehension, Delegates from District 
of Columbia reported on their return 
last week that the FCC steerer in an 
‘off the record’ talk at a convention 
luncheon seemed friendly and sym- 
pathetic and consjdered his evening 
speech, aired via CBS, indicated a 
tough attitude for appeasement of 
the public and of critical groups. 
But which set of remarks repre- 
sented his real feeling is a conun- 
drum. 





With Father Coughlin feuding with 
WMCA, New York, over his Sunday 
talks, politicians were aghast at the 
Detroit priets’s written denunciation 
of President Roosevelt’s secretary, 
Stephen T. Early and charge that 
Administration ‘hatchet-men’ were 
throttling news commentators criti- 
cal of the New Deal. Comment oc- 
casioned by the Nov. 21 issue of 
‘Social Justice’, the padre’s weekly 
mag. which caused accusation that 
stations which allowed their facili- 
ties to be used by unfriendly spielers 
‘would be taken care of’. Finger was 
put directly on Early, with a grim 
cartoon showing him carrying a 
wicked machete. 





What the FCC intends to do about 
the widely-publicized Mars broad- 
east is becoming one of the town’s 
outstanding mysteries. Since the 
secret auditioning of the CBS record- 
ing two weeks ago, not a peep has 
been heard which would indicate 
whether all is forgiven or the regu- 
lators are still toying with the idea 
of spanking the web and affiliates 
which aired the H. G. Wells thriller. 
Most of the members who listened 
appeared inclined to drop the matter, 
but the network has not been in- 
formed if that is the feeling of the 
majority. 





Capital rumor-factory again at 
work on probable successor for FCC 
Chairman McNinch when, and if, 
McNinch leaves his present post. 


Cranked by local news writers, 
guessing-machine mentioned three 
New Dealers who were left behind 
in the late-lamented elections. Rep. 
W. D. McFarlane, Texas Democrat, 
who missed the boat in the primaries, 
and Otha D. Wearin, Iowa Congress- 
man who slipped when he attempted 
to climb from the House to the Sen- 
ate, named as coming close to. Ad- 
ministration desires to put in as 
chairman an individual coming from 
west of the Mississippi River. Rep. 
David J. Lewis—another House 
member who lost his seat by com- 
peting with an Administration-op- 
posed Senator—also reported under 
consideration, although he hails from 
Maryland. 

While McFarlane was mentioned as 
a possibility, it was indicated that 
his chances were not as good as those 
of Wearin or ‘Little Davey’ Lewis. 





Lux Bans Audience 
For ‘Snow White’ Airer 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
For the first time, Lux broadcast 
Dec. 26 will be aired without benefit 
of studio audience. Show will be 
‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.” 
No-audience edict was deemed es- 
sential to preserve the illusions. 


Banks’ Human Touch 


Milwaukee, Nov. 29. 

New half-hour 13-week series 
labeted ‘Musical Moments’ will 
preem over WTMJ Saturday (3). 
Bob Heiss will m.c. and program 
features Larry Straches orch. Mil- 
waukee Bankers association to spon- 
sor. 

Idea is to present interviews with 
bank employes and discuss banking 
problems from a humanized stand- 
point. 











Vaughn de Leath on WICC 
Bridgeport, Nov. 29. 
Vaughn de Leath, pioneer NBC 
singer who has a home in Easton, 
Conn., fitting a local WICC three-a- 
weeker into her schedule. Chore is 
a breakfast item, with songs and 
commercial announcements. 
Songstress is also femme half of 
team of Joe and Lotta Cobb, credited 
with current ‘Teach Me to Forget. 
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Allen C. Anthony, chief of gabbing 
staff at KWK, St. Louis, on the shelf 
with an abscessed tooth. Martin 
Bowen, another gabber, doing the 
pinch hitting stint. 

Gerry Morfit, m. c. of ‘Midafter- 
noon Madness’ show at KWK, St. 
Louis, back at work after shoft layoff 
due to ailing pipes, eet ; 

‘Little Orphan nnie,” Cocomalt’s 
15 min. transcription serial, has been 
added to program sked to KXOK, 
St. Louis. 

Roy Schaffer, Lone Star Cowboy, 
formerly with WWL, New Orleans, 
has joined his former boss, Al §S, 
Foster, at WEW, St. Louis, and will 
do a program for the Caron Furni- 
ture Co. Schaffer is the station’s 
sole hillbilly artist. 

New faces at WTMV, East St. | 
Louis: Winston L. Clark, former 
manager of WLAP, Lexington, Ky., | 
to sales staff; Wilfred MacDill, gab- | 
ber from WTAD, Quincy, Il, and | 
Ernestine Friedli, formerly with Illi- 
nois Reciprocal Trade Assn., now re- 
ceptionist. 

Lee McLendon, formerly’ with} 
KWKH, Shreveport, La., has joined | 
the continuity staff of KOIL, Omaha. 

Owen Babbe, new announcer at 
KOIL, Omaha, was formerly with 
WHO, Des Moines. 

Douglas Edwards, formerly with 
WHET, Troy, Ala., and WSB, At- 
lanta, joins spieling staff at WXYZ, 
Detroit. 

Mabel Boddicker now assistant to 
Mary Little, radio editor of the Des 
Moines Register and Tribune. She 

replaces Mrs. Wayne Varnum, re- 
signed. 

Hal Norman, formerly on staff of 
KFH, Wichita, returns as news staff 
announcer for local station Dec. l, 
replacing Vic Rugh. 

Bob Lyle, gabber, KMOX, St. 
Louis, back at stint after three weeks’ 
layoff for an appendectomy. 

Bill Cook, gabber, KXOK, St. 
Louis, now witS WBNS, Columbus, 

hio. 

OG: L. Thomas, gen. mgr. of KFRU, 
Columbia, Mo., is in New York for 
several weeks on station biz. 


SOUTH 


New head of the accounting de- 
artment at KTSA, San Antonio, is 
ictor Susman, succeeding Hal Hig- 
gins, gone to Fort Worth, Tex. 

Lew Kent, announcer of WMAZ, 
Macon, Ga., is out of the running for 
about a month. He is recuperating 
serious intestinal operation. , 

Jack Hoffman and Ken Linn, 
KTUL, Tulsa, staff, on musical 
breaks sponsored by Brooks Packing 
Co, Deal landed by Melvin Drake, 
salesman. ; 

KTUL hired hands very active in 
Tulsa Little Theatre organization. 
Sylvia Stecher lead in Ibsen’s ‘Doll 
House.’ Hillis Bell chairman num- 
ber of Little Theatre projects. Rhett 
Milligan, sec to W. C. Gillespie, did 
Irene in ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ Ken Linn, 
announcer, played part of ‘Dr. Wal- 
dersee’ in same. 

Ted Compton back at WBBZ, 
Ponca City, after six-month stint at 
WMCI, Ashland, Ky. . 

Jack Shacklett, sales promotion 
staff of KLRA, Little Rock, resigned 
for position with WJHL, Johnson 
City, Tenn. J 

Tommy Plaster, formerly with 
KGHI, Little Rock, new announcer 
at KTAT, Forth Worth. Milton 
Twedell, KGHI sales department, re- 
signed in favor of KFDM, Beau- 


EAST 


Bernie Armstrong’s half-hour va- 
riety show, ‘Time Out for Fun,’ on 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, has been resumed 
On regular Monday night slot after 
month’s layoff. 

Bill Winne, who served as an- 
Nouncer in Atlanta, Ga., and else- 
where after leaving WOKO, has re- 
turned to Albany as a WABY mike- 
man, 


| 
j 


| 
| 
| 

















Return of Kenneth R. Berkeley, 
Manager of NBC’s Washington out- 
lets, from lengthy trip abroad was 
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observation tour which stopped short 
of Moscow, boss of WMAL and WRC 
found his suite lavishly ‘decorated’ 
with placards, funeral pieces, and 
burlesque souvenirs. Sharpest dig 
was a sign rebuking him for not 
| patronizing the RCA family while 
| abroad, 
| Union. 
| Oscar H. 
| WGY’s news department, is now on 
| the Albany staff of Associated Press. 
Jerry Mayhall now doing special 
| arrangements for Maurice Spitalny 
lat KDKA, Pittsburgh. In addition. 
he’ still in on Wilkens Amateur Hour 
|over WJAS there. 

| Kay Balfe has resigned announcing 
job at WWSW, Pittsburgh, to join 
WMMoO in Clarksburg, W. Va.. as 
spieler, continuity writer and pro- 
gram arranger. 

Charles Monahan has been added 
to the WTHT, Hartford, announcing 
staff, 

Bob Gregory, former gabber, 
KXOK, St. Louis, now on announc- 
ing staff at WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 





His cables came Western | 


Junggren, formerly of | 








Father Flanagan and Boys Town 
performers being offered around for 
air bankrolling. 





Fields Bros. bought out Roger Las- 
| well Corp. in L. A. and will operate 
| both live and wax production, 





| Young & Rubicam office workers 


| put on 35-hour week by Tom Har- | 


| rington, Coast radio head. 

| Leo Tyson, KMPC, Beverly Hills, 

| reelected for another term as prexy 
of Southern California Broadcasters 

» Ass’n, 








| Robert Rouse, former commentator 


on Hollywood Journeys program on 
| KMTR, Hollywood, has joined the 
staff of KTRH, Houston. 





Maurice Reynolds new announcer 
| at CKCK, Regina, Sask. Came from 
Moose Jaw. 





WOR is plugging Americanization 
aspects strongly through the juvenile 
audience attracted. Has_ gotten 
American Legion endorsement and 
publicity. 

Latest quirk is to abolish tickets 
'and have admission to the studio on 
a ‘show your Ttolors’ basis. Kids can 
wear flag emblems or otherwise qual- 
| ify through the display of red, white 
and blue, 





i 
Cracker Barrel Court 
Buffalo. 
| A new angle on the quiz biz, if 
such a thing is possible, is WGR’s 
Cracker Barrel Court. Questions 
refer strictly to Buffalo and nearby 
; cOmmunities—answers cover local 
| history, street names, office-holders, 
etc. Judge Cliff Jones presides. 
Clubs and social gruups are in- 
| vited to attend airings in a body to 
| heighten the fun. Buffalo Times 1s 
| sponsor. 





Christmas In Other Lands 
London. 
Christmas Day highlight on BBC 
| will be ‘Christmas Over the Fron- 





McLaren and Laurence Gilliam, staff 
|men, are tripping on the Continent 
to fix things in each country, which 
| will include France, Italy, Germany, 
Greece and Sweden. Maybe more. 

Idea is to let U. K. listeners hear 
|just how Christmas is spent in 
jforeign parts, speakers of each 
nationality talking of their domestic 
celebrations, and_ sections being 
linked by music, commentary and 
| recordings to give the broadcast sem- 
blance of a European tour. 


Second Besting 
Seattle. 

| KVI was credited with some fast 
work when it gave the dialers the 
| first result of the Al Hostak-Solly 
| Krieger championship fisticuffs bat- 
tle. With no round by round broad- 
| cast permitted, KVI engineers stayed 
|on duty outside of Seattle’s audi- 
torium with Jerry Geehan, KVI 
sportcaster ringside, who dashed to 
his mike outside as soon as decision 
made. This was followed up with 
interviews of the fans as they left 
the slugfest. 


















Musicatly SPEA 


USIC at WLW is more than a group of musicians 
gathered before a microphone, playing stock ar- 
rangements. It is a matter given careful considera- 


tion and thought to determine whether the music will 
appeal to listeners or impress other musicians. WLW’s 
musical department is concerned not with smartness 


ing melody rather than 


O55 






to so much, 


rather than pedantry. That, too, is why WLW 
music is so easy to listen to and listened 


Clients seeking sophisticated musical 
shows can do better elsewhere. However — clients 
seeking musical shows which will appeal to the great- 
est possible audience can’t do better than at WLW. 


py (ey 


WLW’s Musical Director 


or sophistication but primarily with listener’s enter- 
tainment. That’s why WLW music consists of appeal- 


tricks . . . entertainment 


——t 


KING... 































ON THE NBC RED NETWORK | 


Virginio Marucci (above) concert vio- 
linist and WLW conductor, leads his 
ensemble in such outstanding WLW 
productions as “Smoke Dreams”, 
“Cafes of Yesterday”, “Los Amigos” 
and others. The DeVore Sisters (be- 
low) blend their voices nightly to add 
charm and appeal to “Moon River”, 
long one of WLW’s most popular 
programs, 


... these things, too, 
we think are part 
of the story of 


WLW 


WLW’s Musical Department, headed by Josef Cherniavsky, includes 8 
conductors, 5 arrangers, 48 staff and spot musicians, 15 vocalists, 13 
musical acts. This array of musical talent means that WLW can create 


any type musical program. WLW’s 


productions as “Musical Camera”, “The Minstrelman”, “Sing ene 
“Musical Steeplechase”, “Mclody Grove” and “Ihe WLW Spotlight”. 
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Rural Audiences like such old time musical shows as 
“The Boone County Jamboree” (above), “Top o’ the 
Mornin’”, “The Musical Chuck Wagon” and others. 

Below) WLW’s MUSICAL STEEPLECHASE 
an crowds to the studios, listeners to their radios. 


versatility is exemplified by such 


Phil Davis (above) trombonist, leads 
the band on “Avalon Time”, and his 
“Rhythm in Brass” holds the spot- 
light on “Four Stars Tonight”. The 
Smoothies (below) one of radio’s out- 
standing trios, make “Vocal Varie- 
ties” one of radio’s outstanding pro- 
grams. WLW staff members, the 
Smoothies have contributed much to 
the success of many of the Nation's 
Station’s productions, 














William Stoess (above) assistant WLW Musical Director, is responsible 
for such hit shows as “Vocal Varieties”, “The Flying Dutchmen”, and 
others. WLW’s 8 conductors include Josef Cherniavsky, William Stoess, 
Joe Luggar, Uberto Necly, Phil Davis, Jimmy James, Virginio Marucci, 
and Eugene Perazzo. Grace Clauve Raine, WLW’s Vocal Director, is 
responsible for the high quality of all WLW vocal productions, 
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SECRET DOCUMENTS, DUMMY CORPS. 


LAWYERS’ GRAVY, ATTACKED BY FCC 





McNinch Puts Through Several Basic Reforms—Bar 
Ass’n Gets Part, Not All, of What It Sought—No 
Publicity Shield on Offside Plays 


,and filed with it will be open for 


Washington, Nov. 29. 
F we : . | examination, a substantial departure 
rms in administrative proced- | © 
— . from the custom in effect for several 


ure and legal practice were decreed | years under which certain subordi- 
by the Federal Communications | nates refused to allow inspection of 
Commission Monday (28) in new set| contracts for sale of stations and 


of rules designed to break up al- supplemental correspondence elab- 
orating on the answers to questions 
in the official blanks. 

Two moves were made to break 
the toe-hold of a limited number of 
barristers on the business of repre- 
senting applicants before the FCC. 
Liberalization of the old ‘two-year- 
rule,’ which prevented government 
lawyers from entering private prac- 
tice, and attempt to follow the new 
rules of civil procedure effective in 
Federal courts were said by the 
commish to be designed to enlarge 
the number of practicing attorneys. 

Under the rewritten two-year-rule, 
no commish member, officer or em- 
ployee may appear in connection 
with a matter with which he was 
concerned while attached to the 


leged monopoly of radio attorneys 
and standardize handling of applica- 
tions. Tighter control over opera- 
tions is sought in the revised code, 
which adopts only a few of the more 
significant recommendations of the 
Federal Communications Bar Asso- 
ciation. 

Removal of the veii 
from documents is one of the out- 


standing accomplishments of the re- 
vision, although attorneys could not 
agree after scanning the code 
whether the new rules go as far as 
many had hoped. In the future, any 
papers made part of an application 


of secrecy | 











regulatory agency. No discourage- 
ment to his practicing in other cases 
in which he has no inside knowledge, 
however. 


MeNinch Statement 


Admitting the old rule was in- 
tended to protect the FCC and the 
public, Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
declared it has not worked satis- 
factorily. Instead it operated to the 
detriment of the interests of all con- 
cerned, and ‘its principal effect has 
been to restrict the number of at- 
torneys actively practicing before us, 
particularly in broadcast matters, so 
that a small group familiar with the 
special rules of the commission has 
obtained something of a monopoly 
of the practice, due to the terms of 
the rule itself. This is plainly un- 
just to clients, other attorneys and 
the commission itself. 

‘More than 600 cases are set for 
hearing by the Commission annually 
and there are hundreds of other 
eases in which attorneys represent 
clients. An unduly large proportion 
of these cases are handled by a rel- 
atively small number of lawyers. By 
making it easier for attorney to turn 
from Federal court practice to Com- 
mission practice, and by providing 
for new blood to be drawn from the 
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past and present staff of the Com- 
mission, as many of the attorneys 
now appearing before the Commis- 
sion were drawn, the new rule 
should result in a wider choice of 
attorneys and freer competition.’ 


Self-Reg Spurned 

Chief setback for the Bar Associa- 
tion was refusal to accept suggestion 
that the lawyers police themselves. 
Commish shelved request that com- 
plaints of misconduct be referred to 
its grievance committee for investi- 
gation, but did amend the present 
regulations to provide an intermedi- 
ate type of punishment, censure and 
reprimand. 

Another instance where the FCC 
| declined to follow the barristers’ ad- 
| vice was in continuing, with minor 





| changes, the rule which allows per- 


sons presiding over hearings to hold 
the record open for submission of 
documentary evidence after formal 
testimony-taking is finished. 

Lawyers won a material victory 
when the Commish went along on 
most of their suggestions dealing 
with creation of a motions docket. 
This step, long agitated by the prac- 
titioners, is expected to speed oper- 
ations, by enabling either an indi- 
vidual Commissioner or a designated 
subordinate to pass on requests for 
continuances, etc. 








| 


| hearing. 


Other features of 
are: 
1. Applications may be amended or 


the new code 


| dismissed until designated for hear- 
| ing. 


After that date by Commish 
consent, either with or without 
prejudice according to amount of in- 
convenience caused. Formerly 
changes or withdrawals were per- 
mitted up to 30 days before the 


2. Unsigned pleadings,. or those in- 
tended to obstruct, may result in 


| disciplinary action against attorneys. 
| Punishment also will be meted out 


——— 


Loft Musical Dramas 
Written by Chas. Burton 


Loft, Inc. will debut a weekly 
dramatic-musical program, running a 
half hour, on WOR, Newark, next 
Wednesday (7). It's been tentatively 
labeled ‘Jennie Loft of Sweetbriar 
Manor.’ 


Charles Burton will do the script- 
ing and production for B. Charles- 
Dean Co., and the cast will include 
Ethel Everett, Al Tyler, Blanche Vin- 
cent, Helen York, DeLesline Tyner, 
Jack Freeman, Morton Dennis, Tenor 
Clark and Bill Aubin. 


Mull Guild’s Starters 


Screen Actors Guild and Young & 
Rubicam are culling the list of the 
SAG’s membership for the cast of the 
initial show which goes into the Gulf 
Refining spot on CBS Jan. 8. 

Choices have been checked, but 


nothing ‘n the way of film names has 
been set. 








JIM COX TO WKY 
Lincoln, Nov. 29. 
Jim Cox, continuity chief at 
KFAB-KFOR for the last year, goes 


j}to WKY, Oklahoma City, Dec. 8. 
Follows John Shafer, formerly 
KFOR s program director, who 


switched earlier in the year to head 
WKY sports and special events. 

No one named here yet to replace 
him, Marge Thomas is senior in the 
department. 





KYW Has 2 Bands Pro Tem 
Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 
KYW, NBC-operated outlet here, is 
now in the unique position of having 
two different house bands on the net. 





'if documents contain ‘scandalous or 
| indecent matter.’ 
| 3. Corporations must be 
| sented by hired attorneys. 

4. Rehearing provisions have been 
| broadened, while individuals object- 
ing to the granting of application 


Its regular studio crew, known as 
the ‘Top Hatters,’ is playing at the 
Arcadia-International nitery, doub- 
ling into the Earle theatre for a 
week. It will then return to the 
Arcadia for two weeks prior to re- 
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RADIO ATTRACTIONS 


INCORPORATED 


PRESENTS AS ITS FIRST RELEASE FOR 1939 


Sax Rohmer’s 


Shdo FEY MANCO 


A FIELDS BROTHERS PRODUCTION 







BRINGING TO RADIO: 


1. This superb dramatization of the 
thrilling exploits of fiction’s fa- 
mous character, the amazing FU 


MANCHU. 


MAGAZINES | 


Adventures of FU 
MANCHU have 
been featured in 
Colliers since 
1914. l 





——— 


Millions have fol- 
lowed FU MAN- 
CHU through 
“best 
published by 
Doubleday Doran. 


2. An awaiting audience of over 25,- 
000,000 persons who, since 1914, 
have paid to follow the adventures 


of FU MANCHU. 


sellers” 


Pictures. 



































SCREEN 


Movie fans every- 
where have thrilled 
to “hit” films pro- 
duced by MGM 
and Paramount 


STAGE 


The success of FU 

MANCHU plays 
| has increased his 
legion of follow- 
ers. 


























Gala Trade Preview 
Waldorf-Astoria 
December Seventh 





Recorded 
for 
Spot Release 


To be released in 
January 
in seventeen Eastern states 


RADIO ATTRACTIONS 


RKO BUILDING 


INCORPORATED 


RADIO CITY 


NEW YORK 





| without hearing will be forced to ask 


the Commish to reconsider its ac- 
tion instead of being able to file pro- 
test leading to automatic hearings. 

5. Tighter provisions against repe- 
titious and multiple applications. 
Henceforth no request denied or dis- 
missed with prejudice can be re- 
newed within one year. Only one 
application for facilities of the same 
general character or in the same 
area can be presented at one time. 

6. Applications must be specific as 
to facilities, showing location as well 
as frequency and power. No alterna- 
tive pleas permitted. 

7. True party at interest must be 
disclosed, a clause intended to stamp 





real promoter at the hearing or ask- 


after favorable action has 
taken. 


been 





MAN-AND-WIFE DEPT. 


Hal James-Flerence Sperl Do a Hum- 
f mert at Compten 








New York agency field will soon 
have another man-and-wife team 
running a radio department. Hal E. 
James, program manager -at Comp- 
ton, and his wife, nee Florence K. 
Sperl, are due back from their 
honeymoon Dec. 12. She continues 
as casting director. They married last 
Wednesday (23) and left for a two- 
week stay in Porto Rico. 

Other alliance of somewhat similar 
implications is that prevailing at 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert, Inc. 
Frank Hummert and Mrs. Hummert 
(Anne Ashenhurst), share the mas- 
terminding of that agency’s radio 
output, Only in this case they’re also 
their own bosses. 





KVI Tops Merge 
Seattle, Nov. 29. 
Mrs. Vernice Boulianne, president, 
| and Earl T. Irwin, commercial man- 
| ager, of station KVI, were married 
| 








Thursday (24) at Vancouver, Wash. 
Irwin only recently came to KVI 


| from the Free & Peters office in 
| Chicago, 


Willson Off NBC 


| Hollywood, Nov. 29. 

Meredith Willson, Coast musical 
director for NBC since 1932, has re- 
signed to devote his full time to two 
| commercials over which he presides 
, with the baton. Shows are Metro’s 
‘Good News’ and ‘Signal Carnival,’ 
latter a coaster, 

Frank Hodek, conducting the 
chain’s Hollywood music, may move 
{into the vacated berth, 








} 


out the practice of creating dummy |. 
corporations and then revealing the |; 


ing permission to transfer facilities 





suming at the station. It is airing 
nightly, however, on the web from 
the Arcadia. 

Meantime, a temporary replace- 
ment band is subbing at the outlet 
and is feeding to the web three times 
weekly under direction of Nathan 
Snader. 











national 


corn- 
husking cham- 
were seen by 
millions of middlewestern- 
ers through the eyes of 
WOW’s Foster May. Eleven 


pionships 


members of WOW’s staff 
covered the national con- 
test near Sioux Falls re- 
cently. 


WOW covers the rich 
lowa-Nebraska corn belt— 
the radio capital of 
“Nebriowa.” 


WOW 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
590 KC 5,000 Watts 


JOHN J. GILLIN, Jr., Mer. 
JOHN BLAIR CO., Representatives 


Owned and Operated by the 
Woodmen of the World Life 
Insurance Society 








ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
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Agencies-Sponsors 


WNBC, NEW BRITAIN 





Electrical appliances for Christmas 
gifts will be stressed in a three-week 
spot announcement campaign to be 
conducted over a score of Northern 
California stations starting Dec. 1 by 


the Electrical Appliance Society of | Kansas City, spotting six announce- 
the | ments weekly on KYA, San Franciso. 


Northern California, through 
Jean Scott Frickelton agency, San 
Francisco. Total of 350 announce- 
ments. will be used. 





General Shaver Corp. of Bridge- 


port, Conn. (electric 

through B.B.D.&O., spotting night | 
chain break announcements over 
four-week period on KSFO, San 


Francisco. 

Coca Cola Bottling Co., St. Louis, 
through D’Arcy Advertising Co., has 
renewed for 52 weeks its tran- 
scribed ‘Singing Sam’ quarter-hour 
aired week days on KSFO, San 
Francisco. Other KSFO renewals 
are Duart’s "Who's Listening,’ and 
Eopa Home Atemedies’ ‘Morning 
Melodies, both transcribed semi- 
weekly quarter-hour features. Erwin 
Wasey, San Frencisco, handles both 
accounts, 





Bathasweet Corp. (bath = salts), | 
after a two-week test campaign over | 
KPO, San Francisco, which pulled 
an average of more than 1,000 re- 


quests for each of six broadcasts in 
which samples of Bathasweet were 
offered, has signed a one-year con- 
tract to sponsor newscasts by Bob 
Andersen three mornings a week. 
Agency is H. M. Kiesewetter. 





Hevenor Agency of Albany 
taken time on WGY, Schenectady; 
WSYR, Syracuse, and WJTN, 


Jamestown, fora series of five-min- 
ute dramatizations waxed by Harry 
S. Goodman, New York, and aired 
under title, ‘Life’s Emergencies,’ for 
Upstate Personal Loan Corporation. 
Originally, agency used live talent 
for skits on WGY and later included 
WOKO, Albany. 





MILWAUKEE NEW BIZ 


Remington-Rand Co., New York. 
advertising Remington Shaver, 13 
statiion breaks, Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborn, Inc., New York, 
WTMJ. 

Cook Chocolate Co., Chicago, ad- 
vertising chocolate and cocoa, 26 
spots; Rotter Baking Co., Milwaukee, 
advertising bread, 26 spots, Allen 
Rieselbach Agency, Milwaukee, 
WTMJ. 

Roundy, Peckham & Dexter, ad- 
vertising canned foods, 167 spots, 
Neisser-Meyerhoff, Milwaukee, 
WTMJ and WISN. 

German Kino Theatre, 13 spots; 
Raab Motor Co., 52 spots; Wiscon- 
sin Dye Works, 13 spots, WTMJ. , 

Gimbel Dept. Stere, 15-minute 
programs, ‘Adventures of Gimbie 
and Ellie,’ to run until Xmas; Ivory 
Snow, night spots for six weeks, 
Compton Agency & Lincoln Simonds 
of International Radio Sales, Inc., 
WISN. 

P & G Crisco, one-minute tran- 
scriptions five times weekly, Lincoln 
Simonds of IRS, WISN. 

Kovak Silks, announcements; 
Fliescher Knitting Mills, announce- 
ments, A. L. Zimmer, WISN. 

Mil. Dairy Council, 90 announce- 
ments for Dec.; Liebenow’s Food 
Products, announcements, Frank 
Effinger Agency, WISN. 

Reel’s announcements; A. B. C. 
Washers and lIroners, 28 station 
breaks; Lever Bros. Co., cut-in an- 
nouncements, Dick Shireman, WISN. 





American Popcorn Co. Sioux 
City. Iowa (Jolly Time Popcorn), 
through Coolidge Agency, Des 
Moines, signed with KYA, San Fran- 











‘cisco, for five-minute weekly pro- 


GOES ON BLUE DEC. 4 


New Britain, Conn., Nov. 29. 

It's WNBC of NBC as blue net 
,adds New Britain’s 1380-kilocycler 
next Sunday (4). Station last week 
Started full-time operations with 
1000 watts days and 250 nights, is 
second blue link in Connecticut, 
other being John Shepard’s WICC of 
Bridgeport and New Haven. 


Expansion of three-year-old ex- 





gram Over one-year period. 





Zerbst Pharmacal Ce., St. Joseph 
Mo. (proprietary) through Barrons, 





Feltman & Curme Shoe Stores, 
Inc., has inked a one-year contract 
with KGO, San Francisco, to sponsor 
a quarter-hour portion of the Musi- 








shavers), | cal Clock program conducted by Will | 


} 
| 





jhaler to two-city coverage comes 
soon after mid-December with open- 
ing of branch in Hartford. This will 
|give juicy Hartford zone four sta- 


Aubrey six mornings weekly. 


| W. I. Addis Co., Syracuse women’s | tions and access to all major chains 


clothiers sponsoring WFBL’s three | and regionals—WTIC, NBC-red and 
| time weekly Memory Lane with | Yankee: WDRC. CBS; WTHT, Mu- 


| tenor Jack Curren and Thelma Jean | tual and Colonial: and WNBC, NBC- 
| McNeil, Hammond organist. blue, 
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; Housten—Ted Nabors, the Dr. I. Q. of Radio Station KTRH, won exemp- 
tion from jury service last week because the judge was a radio fan. 





Syracuse—Enoch Squires, WFBL newscaster, interviewed owners of 
a turkey farm near here and put some of the turkeys on the air to illus- 
trate different versions of the turkey gobble. F 








Buffale—Clayton Merlihan, who conducts weekly broadcast for Erie 
County Medical Society, is going to have a transcribed heartbeat as part 
| of his show Friday on WKBW. Sports Announcer Sig Smith is supplying 
| the heart. Part of the stunt will be to give Sig (who doesn’t smoke) a 
| cigaret to show the difference. if any, between the heartbeat before 


smoking and after. Theme song, of course, will be ‘What Goes On Here 
|} in My Heart?’ 
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you the whole story. Better Buy Blue! 





\ Take them in any order you please - 
| © Only NBC Blue Offers All These! 


} 
has | 





tisers who want national coverage, the NBC 
Blue has set up an economy discount schedule. 
You can now buy the splendid Basic Blue Net- 
work plus valuable supplementaries, at rates 
that permit coast-to-coast coverage for very 
little more than the cost of the Basic alone. 


Our nearest NBC office will be glad to give 
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*To provide a wider opportunity for adver- 








NBC 


‘ NETWORK 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING 
COMPANY 


Corporation of Amer 
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BRENEMAN TO LONG: 
FLEMING TO KSFO 


San Francisco, Nov. 29. 
Tom Breneman has resigned from 
the local staff of CBS to join the 
Long Advertising Service here. 











F.C C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 





MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Nov. 29 


lyn, 


renewal, in no eve 


pending receipt of and 





present license further extended on temporary basis, 
determination on application for 


nt later than Jan. 


WMBC, Auburn, granted renewal of license on temporary 


FRED RIPLEY TO TOP 
WTRY, TROY, STAFF 


Troy, N. Y., Nov. 29. 
WTRY, Troy’s first commercial, 
will establish two studios and busi- 
ness offices in the Proctor theatre 





I sachusetts: Renewal of license for high-frequency basis only, subject to whatever action may be taken upon ildi P 
Breneman, who was the local pro-| | Massachusetts: WikkQ, New Bedford, okayed by the applications of this station for renewal of license and trans- care ec: Fyn of the station group 
gram director for CBS has been re- | Commish when E. Anthony & Sons, Inc,, licensee, proved fer of control. controlled y Harry C. Wilder, 
placed by Van Fleming, formerly of | that its program of research and experimentation had been Ohio: WBLY, Lima, license extended on temporary basis; WTRY will operate between 7 a.m. 


Brisacher & Staff. 
Breneman will continue to emcee 
the Marco dog food show which the 


NBC and more recently with Emil | 


generally satisfactory and that it had 


further experimentation costing between $5,000 and $10,000. 
Although reports filed by the applicant 
Commish 


1056,’ 


meritorious, 


with Rule 
been 


general to comply 
station’s service had 


definite plans for 


Oklahoma: WBB 
of estate of Charl 
granted renewal of 


were termed ‘too 
found that 
Transmitter has 


only, pending receipt of and determination on application for 
renewal, in no event later than Jan. 


%, Adelaide Lillian Carroll, representative 
es Lewis Carroll, deceased, Ponca City, 
license on temporary basis only, subject 


and 6 p.m., with Fred Ripley, now 

fv.p. and commercial manager of 

WSYR, as general manager, 
Construction of the transmitter are 





: 7 : “ tet s se Cas ‘age oO to whatever action may be taken by Commish on pending 

— + specialized in experiments to determine the coverag of a 5 ° ae “ pending | j i ici 

Long agency handles on KSFO, CBS station using the frequencies 31600, 35600, 38600 and 41000 application of WBBZ, Ponca City, for renewal and consent | being held up pending decision by 

outlet, and Fleming will continue to} x experimentally assigned to WIXEQ. Applicant also owns +o Seen se — | the Federal Communications Com- 
’ ss A lace “oie wr - South Carolina: FOOLS, O ee Stone “lo ‘e rre mn 

produce the S & W ‘I Want a Di- | WNBH, New Bedford. ‘ a Lee Stone, Florence, granted 


vorce’ dramas for Brisacher on CBS. 





KOV Gets Power Boost 





| Company's charge 


Arthur W. Scharfeld, Philip G. 
represented WIXEQ. 

Texas: Order to overrule and 
Broadcasting Co., El Paso; 
the Tribune Co. (Tampa, Fla.), for 
quests for construction permits issued by 


mish secretary While Commish backed 


Loucks and Joseph F. Zias 


deny petitions of El 
KGKL, Inc., 
rehe 


that the second ground for the FCC de- 
sufficient findings of fact’ and 


renewal of license 
action may be take 
Paso license and on apy 
San Angelo, and 
aring on their re- 
T. J. Slowie 


down on 


South Dakota: K 
lion, present 
pending receipt of 
newal, in no event 

Texas: Beaumo 


Com 


Tribune 


license 


on temporary basis, subject to whatever 
mn on pending application for renewal of 


lication of Pee Dee Broadcasting Com- 


pany for facilities of WOLS 


USD, University of South Dakota. Vermil- 
further extended on temporary 
and determination on application for re- 
later than Jan, 1. 
nt Broadcasting 


basis, | 


| mission on the application of WOKO 
;}and WABY, Albany, and WCSH, 
Portland, Me., for a rehearing of the 
|'WTRY assignment. Wilder has Dr. 
James L., Meader president of Rus- 
sell Sage Women’s College in on his 
Troy venture as a stockholder and 


| 
| 


. : ‘ision was ‘not supported by Association, Beaumont, | .w . ‘ & 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 29. oder d the challenged paragraph stricken, three pleas were granted new experimental relay broadcast station to be op- the station’s educational setup. 
FCC last week authorized KQV | tossed out. erated on 38906, 39100, 39300 and 39500 ke on an experi 


here to increase both its power and 
operation time. Station, which has 
been going out on 500 watts. was 
given permission to use 1 kilowatt 


Upon further consideration of the record, Commish found 
meritorious, in 
second ground for its decision is not supported by 
basic findings of fact appearing in the ‘Statements of Facts, 
Grounds for Decision, and Order,’ and that there is not suf- 
to support said Ground for 


that the Tribune’s contention ‘is 


ficient evidence in the record 


mental basis only ¢ 
that the 
sufficient 


Alabama: W MSD, 


conditionally, with 2 watts, 


SET FOR HEARING 


Esteiie F. Chapman and Everett L. 





Yellow Cab’s Bailyhoo 


oe Sigh ie «gr peess W: : : Chap- San Francisco, Nov. 29. 
an it may also = 1] Theeinion man, Sheffield, transfer of control of the Muscle Shoals Sponsorshi of Mut % ‘hy 

wae on. ; . } ee ; sors ual’s 
limited time basis, instead of shar- ‘The Commission further finds that the second ground for Broadcasting Corp., licensee of WMSD, to W. M. Liddon. P DP zo Famous 


ing hours with WSMK. 
For last few years, KQV has been | 


its decision must, therefore, be stricken, 


denying this application shall be affirmed.’ 
Applicants in question had been involved in squabble over 


Illinois: 
Association, 
with 100 


A Coren 
Elgin, 


but that its order 


watts days only; 


sen, doing business as Elgin Broadcasting 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke 
W9XAA, Chicago Federation of 


Jury Trails’ by Yellow Cab of Cali- 
fornia on stations KFRC here and 
KHJ in Los Angeles is being plugged 





ignit at 8 Mm. Running now | the 940 k frequency, each requesting a station on that Labor, Chicago, voluntary assignment of license to Radio|. : a . ‘ : 

oan 5 ms St a ane o sed by | nan oer x" ets " Service Corp. of Utah } in display ads, cab stickers and leaf- 
until 1 a.m. Station is ownec ) Indiana: Vincennes Newspapers, Inc., Vincennes, new sta- | lets. The ads are being placed in six 
management of WJAS, local CBS 


outlet, both being quartered in same 
studio. 











Snader Pro Tems at KYW. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 
Nathan Snader, who has been sub- 
bing as musical director at KYW in 


MINOR DECISIONS 


James R. Doss, Jr., Tuscaloosa, granted 
on temporary basis only, subject to 
pending renewal application. 

Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, present 
temporary basis pending determination 
renewal, in no event later than Jan. 1. 


Commish 


license extended on 


tion to be operated 
Minnesota: 


renewal of license to 100 watts night 
action on Nerth Carolina: 


on application for Utah: W9XAA, 


WDGY, Dr. 
change time of operation from limited to unlimited (to be 


on 1420 ke with 100 watts. 


George W. Young, Minneapolis, 


increase power from 100 watts days only 
8, 250 


Publix 


watts days. 


Bamford Theatres, Inc., Asheville, 


new station to be operated on 1430 ke with 1 kw, using di- 
rectional antenna system nights. 


Radio Service Corp. of Utah, Salt Lake 


City, construction permit for International Broadcast station 


|} bay region dailies and five papers in 
|Los Angeles and Hollywood on the 


Alabama: WBHP, Wilton Harvey Pollard, Huntsville, heard before Commish). | day of the broadcast, Wednesday. 
present license temporarily extended pending action on re- New Jersey: WSNJ, Bridgeton, make changes in transmit- | ee ee ‘. rt " 
4 newal application, in no event later than Jan 1; WJRD, ting equipment and |The stickers are spotted on the 


| division glass behind the driver in 
;}cabs in the vicinity of the two sta- 
|tions. Some 85,000 copies of a leaf- 
llet calling attention to the weckly 
| program are being distributed to 


absence of Jan Savitt, was named Arizona: Copper Electric Co., Inc., heap srented saee W9XAA which requests change of transmitter site from Chi- | homes 
: 449 S ot experimental relay broadcast station to be operated on 3 0, cago to Saltair, Utah, make changes in equipment and in so : : 
pe his “Top Hatters’ pag 34600, 37600 and 40600 ke conditionally, on experimental crease power from 500 watts to 10 kw, A-3 emission. Yellow Cab has signed for 26 


at the Earle theatre this week and on 
Friday (2) return to the Arcadia-In- 
ternational nitery, where they have 
been working for the past three 
weeks. Following the Arcadia en- 
gagement they go on a tour of New 
England, returning to KYW in Janu- 
ary, when Savitt will once more re- 
sume as musical director. 

Snader was first fiddler in the 
KYW band. He had previously been 
assistant concert master of the Wash- 





ington symph. 
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basis only with 2 watts. 

California: KHUB, Watsonville, license 
rary basis only, 
tion, in no event later than Jan, 1 

Connecticat: 
rarily pending receipt 
for renewal, in no event later than Jan. 

Florida: 
licenses extended on temporary 
of and determination upon applications 
event later than Jan. 1 

Illinois: 


Iowa: 


from Nov. 23 to Dec. 22, 
of an application to move station. 
Louisiana: WJBW, Charles C. 
granted renewal of license on temporary 
to whatever action may 
renewal application. 
Massachusetts: 
temporary basis, 


WBRK, Pittsfield, 
pending receipt 


. Minnesota: 


rarily, pending receipt of and determination on application 


pending determination on renewal applica- 


WBRY, Waterbury, license extended tempo- 
of and determination on application 


WINO, West Palm Beach, and WLAK, Lakeland, 
basis only, pending 


WCRW, Chicago, license extended on temporary 
basis only, pending determination on application for renewal. 
KGCA, Charles Walter Greenley, Decorah, granted 
extension of special temporary authority 
pending arrangements and filing 


Carlson, 
be taken by Commish on 


license 
of and 
application for renewal, in no event later than Jan. 1, 
KGDE, Charles L. Jaren, Fergus Falls, granted 
renewal of license on temporary basis only on express con- 
dition that it is subject to whatever action taken by Com- 
mish on the pending application for renewal. 


extended on tempo- 
censee of WGH, to 


receipt burg, new relay 
for renewal, in no a 

Illinois: 
change 
from 100 watts to 


Kansas: WREN, 


WDAN, 


to remain silent 


New Orleans, 3332 shares commo 
basis only, subject 


pending trol of corporation 


hours of operation 


Virginia: WGH, James W. Baldwin, Newport News, trans- 
fer of control of the Hampton Roads Broadcasting Corp., li- 


the Daily Press, Inc. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Florida: St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce, St. Peters- 


broadcast station (experimental), to be 


operated on 31100, 34600, 37600 and 40600 kc, with 2 watts, 


Northwestern Publishing Co., Danville, 
from days to unlimited, power 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Lawrence, install directional antenna for 


night use, move transmitter locally. 
Michigan: WBCM, Bay City, authority to transfer control 
of corporation from James E. 


Davidson to Harley D. Peet, 


n stock, 


North Carolina: WRAL, Raleigh, authority to transfer con- 


from H. E. Satterfield and E. O. Marsh- 


burn, to A. F Fletcher, 56 shares common stock, and per- 


extended on 
determination on 
corporate name to 
from Cincinnati an 


equipment changes 


Pennsylvania: W8XPH, KQV Broadcasting Co., 


and make equipment changes; 


mission to install new transmitter. 
Ohio: The Crosley Radio Corp., blanket request to change 


The Crosley Corp. in a dozen applications 
d Mason stations, 

Pittsburgh, 
reduced power to 2 watts; WFBG, Galbe 


Broadcasting Co., lessee, Altoona, change hours of operating 


WACO, KTSA Broadcasting 


for renewal, in no event later than Jan. 1, 

Montana: KPYFA, IHieclena, license extended on a temporary 
basis only, pending receipt of and determination of renewal 
application, in no event later than Jan. 1. 


Co., Waco, voluntary assignment of license to Frontier Broad- 
casting Co., Inc, 


Vermont: WCAX, Burlington Daily News, Inc., Burlington, 
voluntary assignment of license from Burlington Daily News, 





New York: WVFW, Paramount Broadcasting Corp., Brook- 


Inc., to Vermont Broadcasting Corp. 


weeks, through the Rufus Rhoades 
agency here. ‘Famous Jury Trails’ 
originates in Mutual’s New York 
studios and is available for coopera- 
tive sponsorship. 


Another Negro Show 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

More aiming at colored patronage 
taking place here with start of an- 
other Negro show on WPEN. Spon- 
|sored by Parisian Tailoring Co., it is 
a revue with all Negro talent and a 
|swing band made up of Negro kids. 

Aired on Sundays. WDAS also 
making a bid for the colored audi- 
/ence with a whole string of shows 
| pointed that way. 











WWL Now at 50 Kw. 





Mississippi: WGCM, Mississippi City, license extended on a from sharing with WJAC, Johnstown, to unlimited (con- New Orleans, Nov. 29. 
temporary basis only, pending receipt of and determination tingent on WJAC’s application for unlimited time), WWL, owned and operated by 
Youth, Beauty, on applications for renewal, in no event later than Jan. 1. Texas: KAND, Corsicana, change hours of operation from | Loyola University increased its 
WQBC, Vicksburg, present license further extended tempo- days to unlimited, with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, y 


power Sunday (28) from 10,000 to 
50,000 watts. 

CBS will dedicate special program 
Over coast-to-coast web on Nov. 30. 














WOV CURBS BLURBS 


Not Over 20% of Time Can Be Used 
for Commercial 








Foreign language station WOV, 
N. Y., will, after January 1, limit 
all announcements on commercial 
programs. New ruling stipulates that 
only 20% of broadcast time may be 
devoted to announcements. Hereto- 
fore spieling tended to run riot, as 
with majority of foreign stations. 


Effective in same date, spot an- 
nouncements will be limited to 20 
seconds. Card rate of $7.50 per spot 
will prevail with no discounts al- 
lowed for quantity. 





Manhattan Soap renewed Norman 
Nesbitt’s newscast on KHJ (Los An- 
geles) for another 13 weeks. Sweet- 
heart soap is plugged. 














By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S 


MOST. POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
|AUGHTER TEARS xo [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99* 


LISTEN 
IN.. 








TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
CBS - WABC— 


COAST TO COAST 


pure 






2:15to 2:30P.M. EST 


Vertical Unionization 
Pends at Philadelphia 
Station Through ACA 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

American Communications Asso- 
ciation, CIO, negotiating contracts 
for engineers in the three outlets 
here and for the entire staff in an- 
other. Termers for the panelmen 
are under discussion for renewal at 
WFIL, WIBG and WIP. WFIL’s old 
contract has already expired and 
the new one is expected to be inked 
later this week. 

Industrial-type pact to cover all 
employees —except knob-twisters, 





is being negotiated at WPEN. All 
the station employees, including 
everything from janitors to phone 
operator, are CIO members. With 
the expiration of the announcers’ 
contract, ACA is negotiating the new 
one to take in the other employees. 





STARK, LOYSEN OFF WHAM 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 29. 

Lew Stark and Ken Loysen, an- 
nouncers, have resigned from 
WHAM staff. Stark, who was chief 
announcer and director of educa- 
tional programs, becomes a partner 
in Ad Art Products, newly-organized 
firm. He had been with WHAM 11 
years. Loysen, tenor singer and staff 
traffic manager, joined station eight 
| years ago. 
| Homer Bliss, reaiiy salesman and 
announcer on the Realty House pro- 
| gram, joins WHAM as full-time an- 
nouncer. Tom Murray takes over 
| traffic manager duties and Studio 
Manager Jack Lee handling Stark’s 
duties temporarily. 








Lester Linsk heads radio depart- 


who have a contract of their own— | 


ARTICULATE JOURNALISTS 


Buffalo Newspapermen Break Out 
Verbally On Radio 








Buffalo, Nov. 29. 


microphones continues here. 


doing two 15-minute spiels a week 
ion WGR. Cecil Gask, writer of an 





| international roundup pillar in the. 
| News called ‘The World Today’ does | 


a bi-weekly air version over WEBR. 
| Charlie Bailey, Times _ sports 
| writer, does between rounds com- 
;ment on all the amateur fights on 
| WGR and subs for Sportcaster Roger 
| Baker whenever latter is away as, 
|for instance, during the forthcoming 
|New Orleans baseball parley. 

Joe Cummiskey, news and sports 
editor of the Times is doing sports 
| chatter on WKBVW;; Joe Wesp, assist- 
ant city editor of the News is 
WBEN’s Ironic Reporter; Lance 
| Zavitz, News editorjal writer, does 
|a broadcast ‘Week in Review’ for 
|WEBR; WBEN commentators Bill 
| Pitts and Cy King are veteran news- 
_men, and Roy Albertson, WBNY 
chief, is a former political reporter. 


Parade of newspapermen to the 
Carl | 
(Argus) Wall, who conducts a chat- | 
ter column on The Times, is now | 








CHEZ PAREE, CHICAGO 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





























BABS -- CHARLIE--LITTLE °— 


TUMS VOCAL VARIETIES 





WLW and NBC Red 
Tues-Thurs., 7:15 P.M. EST 


AVALON CIGARETTES 


WLW and NBC Red 
Saturday, 7 to 7:30 P.M. EST 


EVERY OTHER WEEK 

















»»» MUSICAL 


| HARRY SOSNIK... 


CHARLES BOYER—WOODBURY PLAYHOUSE 


(ORIGINAL SCORE) 
Sundays—9 P.M. 


| JOE E. BROWN—POST TOASTIES 


DIRECTOR... 


nst-NBC 


© 


ayn 


a 
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Saturdays—7:30 P.M. EST — CBS 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY MANAGEMENT MCA 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 





ment of A & S Lyons, in Hollywood, | 
on moveover from Rockwell-O’Keefe. | 
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Don’t Do It Again to be that owned by Ted Husing. It | 














AECORDINGS OF 
TOPICAL EVENTS 


Hobby 


It’s an Expensive 


Buffalo, Nov. 29. 


A local announcer (who shall 
be nameless here) was given 
his two-weeks notice for miss- 
ing a standby during a football 
game. After a week had gone 
by, execs decided to reconsider 
the case and went into a huddle 
to weigh the spieler’s faults and 
virtues. Payoff was that the 
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ae ert uot eee City-Owned Station Repeats Own it 





ing grid games, horse races, track | 
meets, tennis matches, ball games. | 
Spieler first studies each recording | 
to note and correct his mistakes, then | 
puts it in his home library for pos- 
sible later social use. 


Add: Radio Renewals 


Version of 


Jam that CBS got itself into over 


its use of the news bulletin tech- 


a Rocket Invasion 


, the Rocket,’ was credited to the sta- 
tion’s Experimental Playhouse.’ 


e , : . nique in the broadcast of H. G. 
ome Discs Are Very me nectar Kate Smith program has renewed Cub E ‘ 
and S B B a: enh sage tg ng tees over Abbott and Costella and Ezra Stone’s| Wells’ ‘War of the Worlds’ ap- ae a bs pt 29 
ecaus outcome o onferenc ; jrich’ ¢ - AVERR, NOV. Sv. 
mare to Buy , ak be ated ep ane deen tes sen i: wen Ben 4 ee worn, | Darently meant nothing to the pro-| 4. G. Wells’ ‘The War of the 
. é é another 13 weeks. 3-we , ‘Lede? ; 
They Violate Copyright hall—and missed another stand- veers is paso, aueeen’s Seas ducers of a sketch on WNYC, New Worlds may start another war in 
eee by. We Love’ series for Pond’s, with Nan | Y°rk’s municipally-owned _ station, Cuba's broadcasting world unless 
He was reinstated anyhow. Grey. last Saturday afternocn (26). The CMBC and CMK can get together 


TOSCANINI TOPS 


With radio rapidly becoming a 
vital factor in everyday life as well 
as a medium of entertainment, a new 
and growing hobby js the collection 
of recordings of noteworthy broad- 
casts. 


of obtaining the 
collecting is at 


and the difficulty 
recordings. Such 
present 
siders. 

Among the notable broadcasts that 
provide collectors’ items are the re- 
cent Mars invasion dramatization by 
Orson Welles, King Edward VIII's 
abdication, the Hindenberg Zeppelin 
explosion, Anthony Eden’s address at 
the English Speaking Union meeting, 
last year’s Ohio River flood and the 
New England hurricane. Others in- 
clude descriptions of various sport- 
ing events, such as prizefights, foot- 
ball games, tennis matches, world 
series contests, etc. Also there are 
many specialized musical programs, 
including NBC’s Toscanini _ series, 
the CBS airings of the Sunday after- 
noon Philharmonic orchestra con- 
certs, Paderewski’s recent piano re- 
cital from Lausanne and the Satur- 
day afternoon Metropolitan Opera 
performances, as well as various hot 
swing selections and noteworthy ar- 
rangements of popular tunes by 
name bands. 

In the Trade 

Extent of such collecting is still 
limited to a small circle, but has 
been growing lately. As a rule most 
of those doing the collecting are 
broadcast officials and performers. 
That does not take into consideration 
the performers who obtain record- 
ings of their own programs to cor- 
rect possible errors or to use as 
demonstrations of their work, but 
refers merely to those who collect 
transcriptions to play in their homes 
for guests or other purely social 
reasons. 

In general, recordings of broad- 
casts are expensive, running any- 
where from $10 for a 15-minute 
broadcast upwards. In cases of 
bootlegged or pirated recordings of 
big-name concert organizations, such 
as the NBC symphony, the Philhar- 
monic and the Metropolitan Opera, 
the platters are exceptionally high 
priced and difficult for the uniniti- 
ated to obtain. Reason is that the 
selling of such recordings is con- 
trary to copyright law and might be 
liable to heavy. penalty. In general, 


Main drawbacks to the spread | 
of the fad is the expense involved | 


limited principally to in-} 








| dance transcriptions, it is a question 


where the law might apply. Prob- 


distinctive and most popular ar- 
rangements and certainly few of the 
leaders would object to their rivals 
obtaining their recordings as collec- 
tors’ items. 

One of the most complete libra- 
ries of sports broadcasts is believed 


ably almost every bandleader has | 
recordings of many of his own most | 


Morris office agented all three. 





Robinson Returns te WLW 
Cincinnati, Nov. 28. 
Bill Robinson rejoined the Crosley 
fold last week as a salesman for 
WSAI, replacing Major Harrison. 
Since leaving here six years ago, 
as a member of the WLW program 
department, Robinson was on the biz 
staffs of stations in Wichita, Denver 
and Fort Worth. 


latter adopted the same device of 
studding the dramatic narrative with 


| news flashes, with one of them going 
so far as to state that the ‘president 


and his cabinet are in special ses- 


sion; we urge you to stay calm.’ The | 


announcer alse told about suicides 
taking place all over the country. 
Theme of WNYC’s program 
similar. It dealt with the havoc 
caused by an attack by rocketmen 
from the planet Mars. Production 
of the stanza, tagged “The Story of 


was | 


on which one should broadcast its 
| version of the script. Each outlet 
‘has been advertising for over a week 
| that it will air the big boo program 
as soon as the proper sound effects 
| have arrived from the United States. 
Cuban stations heretofore have not 
' gone in heavily on sound effects. 





Myren MeCermick, legit player, is 
now a regular on Procter & 
Gamble’s new daily serial, ‘Central 
City,’ over NBC blue. 
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“The St, Louis Zone 


Influence”’. 


that a single 


of Radic. Influence” 


Many of you have received KWK’s 
booklet, ‘It's About Time’’. Extra 
requests for it have required a 
second printing. Now, KWK is mail- 
ing—"“‘ The St. Louis Zone of Radio 


As “It's About Time” 


presented an original analysis of 
Metropolitan Audiences so “The 
St. Louis Zone of Radio Influence” 
is original and constructive with 
Coverage Evaluation. 


Some may think it presumptuous 


station originate stand- 








therefore, only small fly-by-night ards. Truth in a business world is i 
outfits are engaged in the business yy 
and they operate very much on the never discovered as a hole in one. 
sneak. Only a limited number of 
persons well k to such opera- ; : 
tors can obtain. the Nacundignieus: Requests for“‘It’s Many must shoot at it and they must { 
even at the steep prices. About Time” . 
In the case of .swing and similar ra ts dae stand on different tees. | 
soon as possible. 
In the meantime ’ 
write for “The Radio is between two ports. It will 
St. Louis Zone of ; 
Radio Influence.” remain there until an acceptable + 
’ 
system of reckoning emerges. It 
: would be good to be told that KWK 
has brightened the middle passage. 
HOTEL CHASE SAINT LOUIS 
Representative PAUL H. RAYMER CO. 
New York Chicago San Francisco 
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Chicago Hotel Strike Against 


$100 Weekly Ra 


dio Service Fee 


Looks Broken by Edgewater 





7% 
a 





Chicago, Nov. 29. 

First break in the solid line of ho- 
tels here against planking down $100 
week as service charge for radio re- 
mote control pick-ups is the Edge- 
water Beach hotel, which has broken 
away from the Hotel Association’s 
stand against radio broadcast and has 
returned to the ether on WBBM. 
Edgewater Beach is paying $100 
weekly which the major stations set 
as the proper fee to reimburse ’em 
for the expense of wires, engineer 
and announcer each week. 

Originally the hotels had signa- 
tured to remain off the air until Jan. 
15, which would have made it one 
year from the date of the split be- 
tween hotels and Stations, but in a 
quick huddle with Association execs 
last week the Edgewater Beach hotel 
made it clear that it would not wait 
until that date. 

Others to Follow? 

Rest of the hotels are expected to 
follow. Expected to clamber on the 
band-wagon rapidly are the College 
Inn of the Sherman, Gold Coast room 
of Drake, Continental room of Stev- 
ens and Walnut room of Bismarck. 
Empire room of the Palmer House 
may continue a hold-out due to the 
general feeling among that hotel’s 
executives that they are giving radio 
more than they are receiving from 
radio by providing the transmitter 
with a name band; and also hotel 
nitery was aiding to build up repu- 
tations for bands which would later 
come back to the hotel and demand 
higher wages because of _ this 
build-up. 

It marks a great break for the mu- 
sic publishers who had been consid- 
ering closing down their Chicago of- 
fices due to the lack of plug spots 
in town. But with the hotels re- 
opening to the ether with their top- 
line orchestras it’s Dixie again. 

Orchestras also are once more 
readying to accept hotel dates here. 
Name bands had been turning down 
local dates because of the lack of ra- 
dio wires which they deemed more 
important than the actual salary at- 
tached to the Chicago engagements. 





SEEK $100,000 FUND 


Philly Needs It to Offset Radio Rev- 
enue Loss 








Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Philly Orch, seeking to raise $100,- 
000 by contributions as a mainte- 
nance fund, has $83,000 in the poke 
so far with the end of the campaign 
about 10 days away. It is expected 
by Alfred Reginald Allen, manager, 
to go well over the top, 

Coin will be used to write off the 
deficit. Campaign for funds was ne- 
cessitated Ly the loss of the commer- 
cial radio contract this year, throw- 
ing it ’way off balance. Allen is still 
seeking a sponsor; hasn’t given up 
hope yet. 


Non-Hoofable 
Band Sued By 
Ballroom Mer. 


Seattle, Nov. 29. 


Freddie Fischer, individually and 
his organization, the ‘Schnicklefritz’ 
band are named defendants in a 
$2,000 damage suit filed in local su- 
perior court by John E. Savage of 
the Trianon ballroom, the town’s de 
luxer where the novelty band played 
engagement, May 9-21. 

Action is novel indeed, Savage 
claiming that the band was oke for 
novelty with its bicycle ‘musical’ 
honks, etc., but couldn’t play dance 
tunes, so that, he alleges, many 
patrons had to be given back their 
dough, and the ballroom had to do 
heavy advertising after this engage- 
ment to lure back the regular cus- 
tomers. The band was paid $1,666 
for the period and the $2,000 is 
demanded for loss of ‘good will.’ 
Savage says there was misrepre- 











Band Bookings 


Michael Zarin, Roney Plaza, Miami 
Beach, Dec. 24; Lon Chascey, Holly- 
wood Beach hotel, Hollywood, Fla., 
Dec. 27, for fourth season; also Palm 
Beach Biltmore hotel for coming 
winter season; all via Meyer Davis. 

Carvel Craig out of Chez Paree, 
Omaha, Neb., Nov. 30. 

Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore, Crystal ball- 
room, Louisville, Ky., Nov. 30. 

Commanders, strollers, Monteleone 
hotel, New Orleans, La., Nov. 30. 

Lee Shelley, Hollywood Restau- 
rant, N. Y., Dec. 2. 

Art Mooney stays at Webster Hall 
hotel, Detroit, ’till Jan. 3. 





Ramona, Muehlebach hotel, Kan- 


sas City, Dec. 31, two weeks. 


Bill Bardo, Rivoli theatre, Muncie, 


Ind., Dec. 15. 


Seven Gentlemen, Merry Garden 


ballroom, Chicago, Dec. 3. 


Frank Trombauer, Nicollet hotel, 


Minneapolis, Dec. 31. 


Joe Venuti, Belmont Plaza hotel, 


N. Y., Dec. 13, eight weeks. 


Raphael Font, Netherlands-Plaza 
hotel, Cincinnati, Dec. 1. Diosa Cos- 


tello, dancer, accomps. 


Larry Clinton makes Vitaphone 
short in New York, Dec. 21-22; com- 
ing in from one-niter tour for War- 


ner date. 


Joe Candullo, Village Barn, N. Y., 


Nov. 28. 


Jimmy Dorsey’s opening at New 
Yorker hotel, N. Y., changed from 


Jan. 24 to 10. 
Maurie Sherman, Oriental Gar 


dens, Chicago, Dec. 2, three weeks. 


Val Olman signed to Rockwell 
O'Keefe office. 

Dick Himber readying tour o 
Kemn’s scuthern theatre time. 


King’s Jesters, Commodore Club, 


Detroit, Dec. 31. 
Biltmore Boys, Lamar hotel, Hous 
ton, Tex., Dec. 11.. 


Jimmie Joseph orchestra, Firenze 


restaurant, N. Y. 





Earl Mellen opened two-week en- 
gagement Friday (25) at Bill Green’s 
He'll be fol- 
lowed Dec. 9 by Ray Herbeck, who 
recently closed three-month run at 


Casino, Pittsburgh. 


Willows, Pitts, roadhouse, 








sentation that the group was a 
‘dance. band.’ 





Band Reviews 


‘PA’ TRESTER’S ‘SCREWBALLS’ 
rk Rek, Mpls. 

wast winter the Schnickelfritzers, 
then unknown, took Minneapolis by 
storm in a second-rate nitery here, 
Now it’s ‘Pa’ Trester’s ‘Screwballs 
who're the talk of the Twin Cities. 
Holding forth in one of the lesser 
neighborhood spots, they are packing 
’em in nightly. Like the Schnickel- 
fritzers, they breezed here, too, from 
a small town, La Crosse, Wis. _ 

It’s a six-piece novelty band, which 
garnishes its musical efforts with 
good, clean hillbilly clowning and 
old-time slapstick. 

Band runs along more conventional 
lines than Schnickelfritzers, with 
whom they’re being compared here- 
abouts. Music is ordinary, but the 
noisy comedy and the original num- 
bers and arrangements are distinc- 
tive. While the crew is limited in 
numbers, it’s still hot enough to suit 
the most confirmed jitterbugs. Dan- 
cers, however, usually stop to watch 
the musicians when they cut up. 
Specialty acts are spaced between 
dances. 

Cleverest and funniest of the 
‘Screwballs’ is tall, sharp-faced Roy 
King, whose imitation of John Bar- 
rymore singing ‘Love in Bloom,’ in 
the Bing Crosby manner, and vocal 
interpretation of ‘Lo, the Gentle 
Night-in-Gown’ top the applause-get- 
ters. King, with the aid of the other 
‘Screwballs,’ also scores with a 
knockabout number, “Three Shiftless 
Drunks.’ He does a takeoff on Tos- 
canini directing the band, good for 
much merriment. Band’s best nov- 
elty number is ‘Rhapsody in Corn’ 
during which it indulges in wild 
Slapstick that cops laughs. 

Park Rek isn’t a shirt-sleeve sort 
of spot, like Midway Gardens, where 
the Schnickelfritzers first gained at- 
tention. Located in the midway dis- 
trict of Minneapolis and St. Paul, it’s 
a roomy, attractive spot with modern 
decorations, Seats several 7a 

ees, 


* 











HARLEM PLAYGIRLS (11) 
With Baby Briscoe 
Apollo, New York 

This is the answer to why there 
aren’t many all-girl bands. Doesn’t 
even have appearance. Music is 
worse. 

Girls are at their none-too-good 
best when ballading. When they 
try to swing it’s plain sad. Numbers 
fgo unidentified but maybe it’s for 
the best, there’s so little fidelity. 

Miss Briscoe, leader, uses heel 
twirls and Callowayesque hops in 
effort to impress. Also changes to 
white suit to dance and sing. Here, 
as with her pianist who also tries to 
sing, is failure. Hurl. 





Leon (brother of Louis) Prima 
orch now at 20th Century Tavern, 





Philly. Been doing one-niters and 
working at El Rancho, Chester, Pa. 





Inside Stuff—Music 





Heart.’ 








countries of Europe. 


‘Tell Me More.’ 


the filmusical., 


Protective Association, 


beginning with the first of 1939. 


f | further net sales, since the dealers 


‘Pack Me Up in Your Heart.’ 











Famous Music Corp. and Paramount Pictures yesterday (Tuesday) filed 
its answer to the infringement suit which Harms, Inc., has brought against 
them in the N. Y. Federal court in connection with the tune, ‘Says My 
The co-defendants stated that the latter song, which was in the 
film, ‘Cocoanut Grove,’ was an original composition, but that the number, 
‘Tell Me More,’ which, Harms charged, had been infringed upon, was a 
lift from other copyrighted works and music in the public domain. The 
late George Gershwin wrote and published “Tell Me More’ in 1925, while 
Burton Lane did the melody of ‘Says My Heart.’ 
Paramount in defense is Franz Lehar’s ‘Merry Widow’ waltz, which is in 
the public domain in this country, but a bona fide copyright in most 


With the consent of Harms, Inc., Judge Samuel Mandelbaum in the N. Y. 
federal court last week granted the request of the Famous Music Corp. 
that it be shown just wherein the melody of ‘Says My Heart’ infringes on 


Harms is suing for an accounting of the profits on both the song and 





Negotiations for a new songwriters’ standard contract may be resumed 
in another week. Publishing industry gives indication of yielding to the 
viewpoint of John Schulman, counsel for the Songwriters Protective Asso- 
ciation, that the other side prove that it is serious about seeking a solution 
of the problem by introducing some publishers at the conference table. 
Present proposal calls forrythe appointment of three publishers and three | 
SPA officials to continue the negotiations which so far have been con- 
ducted mainly by lawyers and paid executives of the Music Publishers 





Music Sales Holding Corp., distributing channel for the Warner Bros. 
publishing firms, intends to cut out the discounts allowed for 100-copy lots, 


Combine has come to the realization that the buying edge allowed doesn’t 


turn privileges when they fail to dispose of the entire 100 copies. 





Suit brought by Mrs. Mel B. Kaufman, as the executor of the estate of 
her husband, against the Sam Fox Publishing Co., is slated to come up in 
the N. Y. federal court in two weeks. 
royalties. Among the tunes involved are ‘Meow,’ ‘Magnolia,’ ‘Stop It’ and 





Max Mayer has acquired the publication and other rights to 15 of Mme. 
Manna-Zucca’s compositions and assigned them to his Paull-Pioneer Pub- 
lishing Co. He also got the renewal rights. 

Numbers include “The Butcher, the Baker, the Candlestick Maker,’ ‘Two 
Little Shoes,’ ‘Cry of the Woman’ and ‘Those Days Gone By.’ 


One source cited by 


continue to take adantage of their re- 


Action is based on a claim for back 





a 


COLLEGE RHYTHM 


The fourth of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes ag 
regards modern dance music and dance bands. . 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as my 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Varrery given 
further instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles ap- 
pear as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions 
being their own. 

Vairety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, *vith 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 


VASSAR 


By Barbara Allen, ’39 
(Vassar ‘Miscellany News’) 


A smart girl today still likes swing, but can take it or leave it alone. 
The universal vote for the Prom orchestra is no longer a despairing ‘Good- 
man—if we could only get him!’ There are now also loud calls for Chick 
Webb’s drums, for the straight dansapation of Hal Kemp, and the semi- 
sweet Crosby. 

Most college girls learn their orchestras via radio and vic; try them out 
in the flesh on the better weekends. The one rule is: it’s the band that 
counts, and nothing else. Ritzy night clubs can rig up all the atmosphere 
of Arabian nights, or the year 2000, or anything their little promotionist 
hearts desire, but they won’t draw the college crowd unless they offer a 
top-name leader and his cats. 

Here are a few of the yeses and no’s in today’s bands: Larry Clinton 
(when he was at the oh so gay International Casino), any emphatic ‘yes’ 
unless he’s playing his own stuff; Louis Armstrong, ‘yes’ for the trumpet, 
‘no’ for the rest of his arrangements. B. Goodman, ‘yes’ for true swing 
lovers, but there’s too much brass in a lot of the arrangements, making 
them sound pretty crude for the real ‘King of Swing,’ and he does en- 
tirely too many straight numbers with little attempt at arrangement of 
any sort. A first chorus, begin again, second chorus, anyone can do, and 
Goodman’s not much better at it than any local dance band. 

College girls have their own pet loves in special features and vocalists~ 
like Fats Waller at the piano, Mildred Bailey’s vocals with Red Norvo, 
Artie Shaw’s clarinet. That boy Shaw is coming on fast; he’s packing 
them in these nights, and his records, coming slowly but getting better, 
are new best sellers. 

Most of the real swing gals around here don’t care for the slightly sick 
‘sweet swing’ of Kyser, Barron and ‘Swing and Sway’ Kaye. Too little 
originality and too much lukewarm sugar music makes all three pretty 
schmaltz, 





Vocalists 

Aside from the swing angle—which still holds the center of the stasce— 
there are plenty of ‘sweet’ vocalists that draw crowds of languishing 
wenches around the victrola. Biggest current favorite is Jean Sablon, 
singer of whimsical French ditties and love songs. He’s been imported, 
now appears regularly on the air and also records for Victor... Maxine 
Sullivan and Connie Boswell keep high in popularity too. 

If a girl with a dig date, yes, a moneyed date, and her own choice of 
entertainment, can’t lead him to the New Yorker for Tommy Dorsey or, 
say, to the erratic Raymond Scott at Le Mirage (since closed at this spot) 
she’s just as apt to end up at the Roosevelt with Lombardo. Almost all 
the swing connoisseurs blush to admit they enjoy a straight and simple 
‘dance orchestra,’ but as a background for a date that’s going off well, 
conversation and real dancing, Lombardo still can’t be beat. 

Don’t play around with Richard Himber, who keeps getting listed in 
swing journals somehow. He maybe a Studebaker champion, but he drips 
as music. The same goes for Duchin, who is slipping badly as a college 
favorite. His piano is as good as ever, but he can’t get away from an old 
guard, and pretty bad, orchestra. 


Growing Faves 

Orchestras with growing popularity via good jive recordings are Count 
Basie, Krupa and De Lange. The last, split off from the team of Hudson 
and De Lange, has been putting out good stuff. And Count Basie draws 
the nickels in drugstores near the big college campuses. 

Xavier Cugat has always had his following, a steady bunch who come 
back for the insidious rhythm year after year. The really topnotch waxes 
he’s been making for Victor of sultry Cuban music have increased the 
clique noticeably. 

Sidney Bechet, noted by Hugues Panassie of ‘Le Jazz Hot’ Panassies, 
as one of the three greatest hot men of all times, sells revivals like ‘I’ve 
Found a New Baby’ and ‘Maple Leaf Rag’ for Victor. He’d be sure to 
draw weekending jitterbugs if they could get at him conveniently, but 
the kids don’t know where he plays. 

Fewer college girls picking a night spot for a best date these days just 
follow the crowd. There are still plenty huddling around Goodman, but 
losing Krupa’s one-man show decreased the worshippers a bit. Al Dona- 
hue can’t get them to the Rainbow Room the way Noble’s ‘let’s-hold-hands’ 
music used to. And these days they like Bunny Berigan (‘I Can’t Get 
Sta-arted with You’) about as well as aristocratic T. Dorsey. 

Everyone has his own favorite, but the favorites show more variety 
than they used to a few years ago, when most bands were judged only as 
relatively good or bad imitations of Goodman, Dorsey, or, for the other 
side of the picture, Lombardo. 

All of us like to take our swing as art, so most college girls of our ken 
are rather annoyed than pleased by the flood of. ‘hot clubs’ and ‘collegiate 
swingsters’ that are just too rah-rah for words. No sloppy arrangements 
get credit just because they’re ‘hot,’ and we don’t go much for the jitter- 
bug stuff of going wild whenever a trumpet sounds and someone hits a 
drum in 6/8 time. 

But we love the stuff just the same and watch the college crowds in the 
New York night spots. It may be art, but it certainly is a fast-moving art. 

(Next week: Penn State) 








ran into a snag with the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association several 
weeks ago when he sought to get a 
licensing agreement from it. Griffith 
insisted upon being quoted a price 
and he was eventually informed that 
his recordings would have to be 
treated as transcriptions and that he 
would have to pay the established 
transcription fee, which is 25c. per 
spotting. His answer was that the 
quotation was not satisfactory. 
Griffith’s next move was to solicit 
Tin Pan Alley writers for unpub- 
lished and wuncopyrighted manu- 
scripts, offering to pay royalties as 
and when used. He got one such 
number from Charles Tobias, a high 
Similar repercussions on _ the | rating member of the American So- 
AFM’s action toward the National | ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Phonographic Network is expected | Publishers. Tobias later learned 
from broadcaster sources, since it is | that under his contract with the So- 
understood that the NPN proposes to | ciety he was barred from assigning 
go after various na‘ional accounts in | elsewhere any rights to his works in- 


Phono Network 











(Continued from page 27) 





osition of free recordings for these 
same users. 

Details of the agreement with the 
NPN were shrouded in secrecy by 
the AFM’s home office. Weber won’t 
be back from his vacation in Cali- 
fornia for another month. It was 
pointed out at the AFM headquar- 
ters that the NPN is barred from 
making its own recordings and that 
such work must be done by firms 
holding licenses from the federation. 








addition to. liquor business. volving public performance for 
John Griffith, head of the NPN, | profit. 
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Federal Trade Commish Passes 


: a. | on retailing sheet music through its 

By SIC iZ lil CPOTT revere: Stationary and tobaccc 
' 
SS aakos 4 


Washington, Nov. 29. 
Mystery over the music publish- 


jing industry's trade conference with 


the Federal Trade Commission deep- 


ened today with release of FTC's 
annual report, which bore no refer- 
ence to the plight of Tin Pan Alley- 
ites who met over a year ago with 
federal authorities. Huddle over re- 
establishment of a voluntary code, 
patterned after the old NRA agree- 
ment, was held in October, a year 
ago—but so far no indication as to 
what the Feds are doing to aid 
song publishers in reshuffling of 
trade practices and abolition of song 
plugging. 

While commish reported satisfac- 
tory conclusion of practice pacts 
with the rayon industry, house dress 
and wash frock manufacturers and 
nine other businesses far removed 
from music trade, and further listed 
pending proceedings involving con- 
fabs which are ‘national in scope and 
importance,’ no mention made of 
song publishers. 
liminary conferences which were at- 
tended by top-shots in the trade 
nearly 14 months ago has been 
shrouded in secrecy since that time. 


Vague 
Repeated inquiries have brought 
ferth the barest facts, such as oc- 
currenee of.a temporary halt follow- 


ing the proceedings to permit an un- | 


named music industry representa- 
*“*@ to be heard by the negotiator in 
marge after the conferences ceased. 
No clue as to whether the uniden- 
tified publisher ever showed up, but 
later answers to queries always met 
with reply that matter was ‘under 
consideration’ or ‘before the com- 
mission.’ 

Co-operation in the formulation 
of a proposed voluntary code for 
tune-smiths was unanimously 
pledged at the 1937 meetings, with 
majority of representatives of lead- 
ing music publishing companies 
agreeing that the practice of song- 
plugging, or kicking in with bonuses 
to band leaders and other maestros 
who were in a position to have cer- 
tain numbers repeated continuously, 
should be stopped. 





BONUS TIME 


J. C. Stein East for MCA’s Annual 
Divvy 








When J. C. Stein, prez of Music 

rp. of America, makes a visit to 
New York around this time, it means 
the usual thing—lining up Xmas 
bonuses for the organization. New 
that the N.Y. office has displaced 

nicago as the No. 1 spot, what 
with the advertising agency income 
to radio and bands, the eastern 
branch of all eight offices, is the top 
&fosser. Stein himself headquarters 
at the Beverly Hills office which he 
i$ personally trying to develop. 

Billy Stein, MCA v.p., has gone 

k to Chi. 

Two key men in the organization, 
Kar] Kramer and Sonny Werblein 
ate seriously ill. Latter will be out 

the running until Jan. 1, having 
net yet fully recovered from a re- 

t operation. Kramer, of the Chi 

ice, has been a victim of rheu- 
Matic fever and will go with Stein 
back to the Coast to seek his health 
im the warmer climate. 





‘ Alfred Newman writing the score 
or Walter Wanger’s ‘Trade Winds.’ 


Outcome of pre- | 





| Buzzell Appointed 


Samuel Jesse Buzzell was named 
counsel for the Professional Music 
Men, Inc., at a meeting of the or- 
ganization last week. 

He succeeds Reuben Caidin, who 
helped found the association. Caidin 
has been ill for some time. 


PAYOLA BIZ 
IN LONDON 


London, Nov. 17. 

Music publishers are on the war 
path again, and it is the old trouble, 
‘Special Arrangements.’ This is a 
charge imposed by band maestros 
who broadcast, charging as high as 
| $25 for special arrangements per one 
or two numbers. Gag has been go- 
|ing the rounds for years, with the 
| British Broadcasting Corp. shutting 
| its ears to all squawks. 

But situation has now become 
}much more serious. Publishers have 
|found certain others who went even 
worse by paying for ‘arrangements’ 
to certain orchestra leaders with the 
arrangements actually being done by 
the publishers themselves. BBC 
has been furnished with these facts. 

Position at present is that either 
the BBC put a stop to the entire 
ramp or the Society of Popular 
Musiec Publishers will cease to func- 
tion, 


ACCORD NEAR ON 
COPYISTS UNION 


Committees representing the Music 
Publishers Protective Association and 
the New York musicians union have 
got together on the terms of a new 
agreement for arrangers, copyread- 
ers and copyrights. All remaining 
now is .the ratifying action of the 
MPPA’s board of directors and the 
local’s executive board. - 

Only question still open is the run 
of the contract. Pubs are asking for 
three years, while the negotiating 
group for the union suggest that it 
be for two years. 





























Music Notes 





Lew Pollack and Walter Bullock 
wrote four songs for ‘Blue Skies’ 
at 20th-Fox. 





Gus Kahn and Harry Warren 
turned in ‘This Night Will Be My 
Souvenir,’ to be sung in ‘Honolulu.’ 





Charles Ross and Dorcas Cochran 
sold their song, ‘All for You,’ to 
Monogram for the picture, “Tough 
Kid.’ 





Irving Berlin is publishing ‘Blos- 
soms in the Moonlight,’ written by 
Edward Kay and Ned Washington 
for Morogram’s ‘Gangster’s Boy.’ 





Joe McKiernan’s ditty, ‘Hi There, 
| Duke,’ cleffed for ‘Duke of West 
Point,’ will be published by L. Wolfe 
' Gilbert. 











Until January 





store outlets has been put off until 
the second week in January. Dis- 


}tributor explained to Walter Doug- 
las, chairman of the Music Publish- 


| ers Protective Association, last week 
'that it would be unwise to undertake 
| any such innovation at this time as 
the dealers require all 
space for the display of Christmas 
cards, toys and whatnot. 


Spots picked for the experiment 
are those served out of the ANC’s 
Hartford, Conn., branch. 
volve as many as 300 stores. 


Placements will start off with 25 
song numbers. So as to avoid any 
| charge of favoritism the MPPA it- 
self will select the tunes. These will 
be based on the lists of best sellers 
plus scrutiny of the week’s compila- 
tion of the most played songs. 


‘ADELINE’ CASE YS. 
WB IS CALLED GFF 


Harry Armstrong called off his 
$500,000 infringement suit against 
| Warner Bros., and the latter’s pub- 
| lishing subsid, M. Witmark & Son, in 
|N. ¥. supreme court last week af- 
ter obtaining a settlement of his 
claim. Discontinuance occurred just 
as the case was going to trial. 

Armstrong had charged that War- 
ner Bros. had made use of his com- 
position, ‘Sweet Adeline,’ in a film of 
the same title without any satis- 
factory arrangements for him and his 
co-writer, Richard E. Girard. In 
writer circles the action was re- 
garded as a test of the right of a pro- 
ducer-controlled publishing house to 
grants its parent coroporation syn-- 
chronization rights without taking 
proper care of the authors’ rights. 


Jack Mills’ Operation 


Jack Mills, head of Mills Music, 
Inc., is recovering from an operation 
performed at Mt. Sinai hospital, 
N.Y., last Wednesday (23). 

It was his appendix. 

















} American News Co.'s experiment | 


available | 


It may in- | 


H. Royer Smith Co., phonograph 
dealers here. 


Mallory is a personal friend of 
Panassie and doing the thing strictly 


to aid the French jive specialist to 
remain in this country as iong as 
| possible. Authcr of ‘Le Jazz Hot’ 
would like to stay until Jan. 15 if it 
| is financially possible. 


UNIONS TIFF 
ON DISCS 





St. Louis, Nov. 29. 
| Jurisdictional conflict between the 
IBEW, Local No. 1 and the Team- 
| sters’ Union over what disposition to 
make of drivers who deliver and 


connect automatic phonographs will 
| be submitted to the meeting of the 
| Executive Council of AFL when it 
| meets next February in Miami, ac- 
| cording to Hugh McTigue, prez of the 
pomagne Phonograph Operators’ 
Assn. Pending AFL action McTigue 
said he has requested representative 
of the Furniture and Piano Movers’ 
local to reconsider their decision to 
picket niteries and taverns where 
phonographs delivered by other than 
union drivers are operated. 
McTigue’s assn. has favored its 
driyers joining the teamsters’ union 
while a rival assn. of operators, the 
International Assn. of Automatic 
Phonograph Owners whose head- 
quarters are said to be in Chicago. 
has a closed shop agreement with 
the IBEW. ‘Arthur Schading, busi- 
ness agent of the local IBEW, was 
gunned to death several weeks ago.) 











Waring’s Agency 

Waring Mixer Corp., controlled by 
Fred Waring, band leader, has 
placed its advertising account with 
the Campbell-Ewald Co., New York. 
It’s an electric contraption, whose 
specialty is mixing drinks. 

Waring’s makes the first instance 
of a radio performer engaging an 
ad agency to work for him. Agency 





for his present sponsor, Groves Lab- 
oratories, is Stack-Goble. 





Nebraska Tells Ballrooms to Consult 
Own Lawyers on ASCAP Payments 





Lincoln, Nov. 29. 

Deluge of letters from dance 
operators in Nebraska is hitting the 
desk of the attorney general here 
asking the status of the ASCAP test 
case and what to do about paying as- 
sessments for the year being made 
| against them by ASCAP. Nebraska's 
legislature made ASCAP a violation 
lof laws pertaining to restraint of 
|trade and a _ combination whose 
| operation is subject to fine of $5,000 
in each instance, but ASCAP filed for 
lan injunction to bring the case to a 
test, and the injunction was granted. 
_ Attorney general's office has been 
|advising all penmen to get in touch 
with their own attorneys on matter 
of payment of ASCAP assessments, 
saying it is not within the scope of 
| the office to advise anyone since the 
|injunction stops them from enforce- 
'ment of the state law and any move 
otherwise might be considered con- 
tempt of court and prejudicial to the 
state’s case. 
| Assistant attorney general Barlow 
‘Nye said he believed the trial will 
jstart sometime in December. 








Charges ‘Moon’ Eclipsed 
In 606 Suit Vs. Warners 


Los Angeles, Nov. 29. 

Lou Herscher and Robert Wolf 
Gilbert have filed suit for $60,000 
damages, charging illegal suppression 
of their song, ‘Garden of the Moon,’ 
in favor of a tune with the same title 
written by Al Dubin, Johnny Mer- 
cer and Harry Warren. 

Defendants are Warners, Harms, 
Inc., Music Publishers Holding Corp., 
Dubin. Mercer, Warren and Jean 
Herbert. Plaintiffs claim Harms, 
Inc., a Warner subsidiary, refused to 
carry out an agreement to publish 
their song since the studio purchased 
the story and assigned three of its 
own writers to do the title tune. 





Walter Denaldsen wrote ‘Time 
Changes Everything But Love’ for 
Jeanette MacDonald in Metro's 
| ‘Broadway Serenade.’ 





advantage of the compulsory pro- 
visions of the copyright law. They 
will give the copyright owners di- 
rect notice of intent to use and pay 


. | the full 2c royalty as required under 
on his own hook. It is part of a plan | the law. 


| By accepting the revised form as 
{submitted by Harry Fox, as ageni 


land trustee for the pubs, the disc 
|}makers would be automatically en- 
|joined from selling records made 
under this license to the operators of 
coin machines and radio stations. 
| Royalty for home uses would remain 
at 1%c per number. In exercising 
the compulsory provisions of the 
law, which obviates the need for 
getting a license once a copyrighted 
number is made available for re- 
cording to anyone, the manufacturers 
| Must pay their royalties every 30 or 
'45 days. ‘They also lose out on the 
| 10% breakage privilege allowed them 
|under the direct licensing arranse- 
|ment. Pubs in effect will be getting 
twice as much as they used to. 

Counsel for the Music Publishers 
Protective Association were in proc- 
ess yesterday (Tuesday) of drafting 
a letter of warning to band leaders 
and vocalists who do phonograph 
record work. This letter will ad- 
vise such artists that they must re- 
frain from using special arrange- 
ments of works controlled by the 
attached list of publishers for re- 
cording purposes unless permissien 
for such usage has been obtained 
from the copyright owner. The no- 
tice will quote from the copyricht 
law the provision which gives the 
copyright owner the exclusive right 
to arrange his work. 

It is understood that the publish- 
ers’ next move will be to notify the 
phonograph record companies that 
they must not rearrange any of the 
new copyrighted composition, even 
if they elect to exercise the compul- 
-sery lheensing -provisions of ‘the 
copyright law. It is also understood 
‘that Harry Fox, of the MPPA, wiil 
be authorized to do all the collect- 
ing of royalties from companies that 
have adopted the compulsory statute 
method cf licensing. 


MILLS ACQUIRES 
NON-ASCAP SONGS 


Mills Music, Inc., has acquired the 
publishing and other rights of the 
various catalogs developed by the 
late Harry J. Lincoln, Philadelphia 
publisher-writer. Companies __in- 
volved in the transfer, which in- 
cludes the renewal rights, are the 
Vandersloot Music Publishing Co. 
and the U. S. Music Publishing Co. 
Purchase is in line with Jack Mills’ 
decision of a year ago to extend his 
operations into the standard field. 

Lincoln. who arranged and printed 
his own publications, was never a 
member of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
Catalog includes the Repasp March, 
which has sold several million cop‘es, 
the ‘Garden of Dreams’ and ‘Silent 
Confession.’ 














Kapp to West Coast 


Jack Kapp, head of the Decca 
Record Co., is spending three weeks 
on the west coast. He left lasi Fri- 
day (25). 

RCA Victor’s recording manager, 
Eli Oberstein, who made a flying trip 
to Hollywood a day later (26), is due 
back in New York next Monday (5). 


DE LANGE’S N. Y. HOTEL SPOT 

Eddie De Lange’s orchestra. which 
opened the new Jack White Band- 
box, New York, recently, is negot'at- 
ing to go into a N. Y. hotel spot. Wil- 
liam Morris agency is handling the 
dickering. 

The Bandbox brings in Jimmie 
Luneceford’s band Nov. 3. Laiter 
was recently at the Kit Kat Club, 
New York. 








—— -- ; re 
e Powell, Schuster, Witcup Publishers M S 7 
15 Best Sheet Music Sellers Form Publishing Firm ust Sue to Stop # 
Teddy Powell, Ira Schuster and * 4 
Whitcup have formed their a * 
own publishing firm. Powell's ‘Sing- OgT 
(Week ending Nov. 26, 1938) ing in the Saddle’ will be their first - } 
My Reverie ... 0. - 0-2-0 ee ee eee cece een eee eeeees Robbins release. Powell was Abe Lyman’s 6 ‘a : oe 
eTwo Sleepy People... ..... 6.66 -e cece cece eee eecees Famous | librarian and Schuster was former- . a 
All ASNOTE 2.26. cece ee eee eee cee eee ee ee eee eee eeees Shapiro ,ly part of Schuster-Miller, Inc. 0 ac t| 3 
epleart and Soul......... 2.0... e eee eee e eee eceeeees Famous Threesome will make Harry Ten- | a 3 
Lambeth Walk POSSESSES ees esSeesseeesseseseseseesse Mills” | mey’s office their headquarters for ’ + % : 
OMy OWN .. 2. cece cree eee te eee eet e cence cee eeeeeenee Robbins | the time being. ss <a 
*I've Gota Pocketful of Dreams Sade Gee ees ees 64400468 Santly j Panassie Ma Lecture Phonograph record manufacturers 
while a Cigaret Was Burning....................... ABC | y lend the music publishing industry 
Summer Souvenirs .....--.- 6. ees e cece cece ree eeees Bregman ° 9 \have brought the issue over coin- 
*you Must Have Been a Beautiful Baby............. Remick N Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 'machine rights closer than ever to 
Sixty Seconds Got Together .....................+..Santly rican ews cast b < oe ia in the court. Former last week gave the 
Who Blew Out the Flame’... gos ea snc couee Feist Fr, oe a y i hn be assi€, | pubs no alternative for forward ac- 
¢When I Go A-Dreamin’..... vaso upestunceweteaas Lincoln ° ° oe tr ——s one 4 we tion other than bringing a test suit 
hss ie weenie Sass vee dbwinsscaeteee Cole M T anacty Or next rt vs nig ;|When they rejected a new license 
Change Partmers ... 2... see ee cece cece cece cere eenees Berlin USIC i ' in the foyer of the Academy Of | +... which limits the sale of the wax 
Music here if sufficient guarantee product to home use. Rather than 
* Indicates flmusical song. +t Indicates stage production song. |can be put up. It is being set by | .ubmit to this tricti the record 
The others are pops. Larry Mallory, who is in charge of manufacturers have elected to take 
the ‘hot record department’ at the 


Spindel BPTI AI Seat 


he Mg IE! * 


veel SIO 





re age a ia a 

















MUSIC_CONCERTS 











40 VARIETY Wednesday, November 30, 1938 
Rain or Threat Marred 19 of 36 Nights Network Plug ugs, § AM. to 1 AM. 
Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS 





Cincy Zoo Opera Nevertheless Had Okay Season— 
Small Capacity Hurts 





capacity of the Zoo theatre, which 
seats 1,200. His statement also 
stressed the need of earlier assur- 
for 1938 was the most successful so ance of ‘a modest guaranty fund’ for 
far, yet it resulted in a deficit of | cuccess of the enterprise in the 
$12,914, which is 79% of the guaranty | future. 


scadiaak nor Sagar Friedlander, REY QUITS HEIDT ORCH; 
KING SIS’ EXIT, CAUSE 


treasurer, of the Cincinnati Summer 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 29. 


Opera Association in statement Sat- 
urday. 
Figures showed operating expenses 
of $83,978 and an income from ticket , . 
Alvino Rey, steel-guitar player and 
a fixture with Horace Heidt’s band 
for last five years, quit Heidt here 
last week at close of latter’s engage- 


sales, a touring engagement and 

libretto sales of $66,814, plus $4,249 
ment at the Stanley. Friction is 
said to have resulted when three 


for broadcasting rights. An increase 

of $8,000 in operating costs over 1937 

was due to ‘generally higher labor 

costs and use of many artists of out- King sisters, one of whom is Mrs. 
Rey, left Heidt recently. Latter 

were replaced by Steel Sisters, 

Wheeling, W. Va., radio act. 


standing reputation,’ and loss of 
revenue from program advertising, 

Rey has made no plans for the fu- 
ture and Heidt doesn’t expéct to re- 


amounting to $3,500, because of be- 
place him immediately. Band has 


lated decision to hold the 1938 sea- 
son, were cited in the report. 
Rain, or threat of rain, cut down 
attendance on 19 of the 36 nights, |+45 more weeks of stage work be- 
causing an estimated loss of $6,000, | ¢o+e returing to Biltmore hotel, New 
according to the report. York, Dec. 15 for the winter. Heidt’s 
radio commercial for Alemite, which 
he has been doing since 1934, fades 
from the networks late next month. 


Hild, who is head of the local mu- 
sicians’ union, critized the small 

Outfit is dickering for a new spon- 
sor. 


Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 
This burg’s summer opera season 
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Mystery Telephone Rings 


During Thomas Recital 
St. Louis, Nov. 29. 


| During the recital of John Charles 
Thomas, baritone, in the opera: house 
of the Municipal Auditorium last 
week the intermittent tinkling of a 
telephone was heard by the cus- 
tomers. Crix of local rags made 
reference to the mysterious noise 
and after Manager James E. Darst 
of the auditorium was unable to find 
it he detailed a crew of six juicers 
to solve the mystery. 


After a three-hour hunt they 
found that a telephone had been in- 
stalled by a radio station for use in 
connection with a program broad- 
cast from the stage the night be- 
fore and had béen forgotten when 
the program. was concluded. 


Presents 


WHAT DO YOU KNOW } 


ABOUT LOVE 
FORGET IF YOU CAN 


Watch Out For 
AMONG THOSE SAILING 


and 


PEPITO AND HIS VIOLIN 


as well as new announcements 
in this space every week. 
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A Smash Hit! 
MY REVERIE 


By Larry Clinton 
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Gordon and Revel’s Latest Song Sensation! 


THANKS FOR EV'RYTHING 
20th Century-Fox Picture, “Thanks for Everything” 


From the New Universal Picture, “That Certain Age" 


MY OWN 
By Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson 


The Newest Ballad Song Smash! 


AFTER LOOKING AT YOU 
By Al Hoffman, Al Goodhart and Manny Kurtz 


20th Century-Fox Picture, “Just Around The Corner” 


THIS IS A HAPPY LITTLE DITTY 


By Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
The Year's Greatest Novelty Hit! 


WHERE HAS MY LITTLE DOG GONE? 
By Al Feldman 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATIO:r 





tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Nov. 21-27). 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a. m. to 1 a.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 


Total represents accumulated 
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SOLOISTS OKAY 
GUILD ACTION 


Solo artist members of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists last 
Suriday night (27) endorsed the ac- 
tion of the organization’s leaders in 
intervening in the FCC hearings of 
monopoly. charges against NBC and 
CBS. Also approved the conduct so 
far of the negotiating committee 
which has been meeting with rep- 
resentatives of the Columbia Con- 
certs Corp. and NBC Artists Serv- 
ice. About 180 solo artists attended 
the session, which was held at the 
Piaza hotel, N. Y. Another meeting 
to acquant the membership with 
further progress will be held at the 
same place Dec. 11. 

Board of directors of the Southern 
California. Symphony Assn. was 
held yesterday (Tuesday) in Los 
Angeles to decide on a reply to 
AGMA’s proposal to settle the con- 
troversy over Yehudi Menuhin’s 
guest appearance recently with the 
Los Angeles Symphony Orchestra. 
No word of what took place was 
available in New York late yester- 
day afternoon. AGMA had notified 
the management that it was willing 
to drop the matter provided the 
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Southern California group assumed 
full blame for the incident, prom- 
ised it would not again violate its 
| Guild-shop contract and reimburse 
the Guild for all expenses in con- 
‘nection with the incident. 





‘Flagstad Sniffled Out; 
Payees’ Rain Checks 


Cleveland, Nov. 29. 
| Severe cold that hit Kirsten Flag- 
Stad after her Chicago date forced 
her to cancel her all-Wagner concert 
'in Cleveland civic auditorium Sun- 
day (27) at the last moment. Singer 
was skedded to appear with sym- 
phony orchestra here. Although | o 
| about 9,500 tickets had been sold, 


few asked for refunds, majority tak- | 


ing a rain-check. 
C. J. Vosburgh, manager of symph, 


expecting Flagstad to be well enough | 


_to fill postponed engagement within 
| a fortnight. 
} 





Voice Damages Awarded 


| Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 29. 

| Mrs. Emily Davis, singer, won $6,- 
_009 award in Supreme Court here for 
injury claimed suffered when hit in| 
face by lacrosse ball. 

Mrs. Davis, who has sung profes- 
sionally in operettas, declared effect 
|of the blow was to change her voice 
‘ from mezzo-soprano to contralto, and 


this had become an impediment in| 


' speaking. She was hit at a practice 
session preceding a regular game at 
| the Armory. 








On the Upbeat 


Fran Eichler at Nixon Cafe, Pitts- 
burgh, picked up for indefinite pe- 
riod and Al Kavelin extended at 
New Penn, Pitts, until Feb. 1. 








Skinnay Ennis and band returned 
to the Victor Hugo in Beverly Hills. 





Clyde McCoy’s orchestra follows 
Gene Krupa into the Palomar in 
L. A. Dec. 14, 





Griff Williams in Hotel Schroeder, 
Milwaukee, starting Friday (2). 
Williams will broadcast nightly over 
WTMJ. 





Al Oliva, singer, formerly with 
Paul Whiteman and other bands, has 
joined Dick Barrie at the Statler 
hotel, Cleveland. Anita Boyer (Mrs. 
Dick Barrie) and femme _ vocalist 
with band, taken to hospital last 
week for emergency op. 





BLUE BARRON’S RETURN 


Blue Barron will return to the) 


Edison hotel, N. Y., from current 
tour early in March. Band makes its | 
New York debut after coming from 
Ohio territory at that inn and stayed 
for nine months, exiting last Oct. 5. 

Gray Gordon, another Consoli- 
dated newcomer, will take a stand at 
the Lincoln hotel, operated by same 
people, on Feb. 1. 





$5,000,000 Auto Lot 











(Continued from page 1) 





the late ‘20s, when a false idea 
abounded in Philly that the center 
of the city was moving west, more 
than $5,000,000 was spent on the gi- 
gantic cinema palace and $65,000 
more for an organ. It seats approxi- 
mately 5,000 people and has every 
possible modern audience conveni- 
ence, 

Al Jolson in ‘Sonny Boy’ opened 


| 


| 


| 


| 





the house on Feb. 28, 1929. Operated | 


by Warner Bros., after it had taken 


over the Stanley Co. of America, | 


whose president, Jules E. Mastbaum 
built the house, it lost money until | 
shuttered on Dec. 1, 1933. Lights 
were out until Christmas Week of | 
1934 when S. L. Rothafel took it 
over, renamed it the Roxy-Mastbaum | 
and installed the stage shows for 
which he was famous. But despite | 
what they did in New York, they | 
failed to click in Philly and Roxy 


| 


| 
| 


hurriedly bowed out two months la- | 


ter, March 2, 1935. Shades have been 
drawn ever since. 


Now, with no prospect of ever be- | 


ing anything but a dead loss, its own- 


ers are reported to have ordered it | 


scrapped to save taxes. As a park- 


ing lot, it is far from the center of. 


town. 


Canned ‘Faust’ Tiff Leads 
To Atlanta Union Accord 


Atlanta, Nov. 29. 

City’s 6,000-seat auditorium last 
week became ‘closed shop’ when 
City Council passed resolution or- 
dering Burt Wellborn, manager ap- 
pointed to succeed Oscar Williamson, 
killed in an accident recently, not 
to rent aude to anyone who failed to 
agree to use union labor. 

Resolution stemmed from quarrel 
between International Alliance of 
theatrical stage employees and music 
union with city over staging of 
Opera-on-Tour’s production of 
‘Faust’ at aude with canned music. 
Unions had threatened to put aude 
on a road basis, but agreed to call 
off their dogs when council said it 
would put through aforementioned 
resolution. Road basis would have 
placed the aude under greater re- 
strictions. 
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MELODY WRITERS 


How -About Writing a Melody 
for This? 


MOTHER NATURE DECIDED 


(32 Measures) 
+. 


CHORUS 

Like a robin feels at home up in a 
tree 

That's the way I feel at home when 
you’re with me, 

It’s not up to the tree, 

And it isn’t up to me, 

It’s just what MOTHER NATURE 
DECIDED. 

Like the ripple of the stream must 
kiss the shore, 

That’s the way I kiss the one that I 
adore, 

It’s not up to the shore, 

Or the one that I adore, 

It’s just what MOTHER NATURE 
DECIDED. 

She made a time for snow to fatt 

A time for lovely flowers to appear, 

But she made our love a flower, 

That has the magic power, 

To bag in every season of the 


Like “the darkness fades into the 
break of day, 

When you’re near me all my trou- 
bles fade away, 

Like the roses need the dew, 

Darling, that’s how I need you, 

It’s just what MOTHER NATURE 
DECIDED. 


Write IAN HACKERMAN 


1315 Peabody St., No. 103 N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Serer mE case 
OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH'S 


“Hey, Young Fella” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 
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IN’ Backs Abbott-Costello Nix On 


ee as BAA Members 
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Refusal of Abbott and Costello, 
purlesque and radio comedy team, to 
an initiation fee to the American 
Federation of Actors was upheld 
Monday (28) by the international 
poard of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America. Trouble started 
last week when the team, now at the 
Casa Manana, New York, was told it 
had to pay an initiation fee to the | 
AFA if it wanted to work in a field | 
under the latter's jurisdiction. They 
offered to pay dues to the AFA but 
refused to comply with the union's 
order to cough up the initiation fee, 
on the grounds they were members 
of the Burlesque Artists Assn. 

Decision handed down by the ib. 
was that the interchangeability rule 
clearly stated what action was to be 
taken in a case of this kind. Rule 
defines the status and requirements 
of an act working another field by 
saying that said act does not have to 
pay the fee unless that fee is higher 
than the amount collected in its own 
organization. AFA fee is $10; 
BAA, $25. 

AFA was rebuffed a second time 
when it questioned the good standing 
in the BAA of Abbott and Costello. 
Four A’s said that if AFA had proof 
that members of the BAA were not 
paid up, it should present that proof 
in formal charges. 

Brought out by Abbott and Cos- 
tello that they had played several 
weeks at the Roxy theatre, New 
York, this year and had spent the 
last two summers at the Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, and were not ap- 
proached by AFA, even for collection 
of dues, until starting their p.a. at 
the Casa Manana. 


BLUE TAB ‘QUEEN’ IN 
THE RED—CANCELLED 


St. John, N. B., Nov. 29. 

The welcome on the eastern Cana- 
dian theatre doors for Flo Nick- 
erson, self-styled ‘Queen of the Tabs,’ 
has been removed. Miss Nickerson 
has been producing and heading mu- 
sical tab troupes, playing picture 
houses on several tours of the north. 
east each year. On her current tour, 
she, who always gives her name the 
top position in the billing, found her 
Mame and all reference to her de- 
leted, in playing the Capitol, St. 
John. In fact, Miss Nickerson didn’t 
even appear on the stage for the two- 
day booking. This, reportedly, at the 
order of the management of the 
Paramount. Each, trip her troupe 
is named differently. This time it’s 
the ‘Swingtime Varieties.’ 

A propensity for blue materia] is 
charged as the reason for the disap- 
pearance of this veteran of the tabs 
and burlesque, from the lineup of 
her own outfit, composed of about 20, 
including a chorus, 

















tive manager 


75,000 See Sonja Henie, 
5-Night St. L. Ice Show 


St. Louis, Nov. 29. 
Sonja Henie and her ‘Hollywood 

















Ice Revue’ drew 75,000 to the Arena 
in a five-night stand ending Saturday | 
(26) and C. D. P. Hamilton, execu- 
of the Arena corp.. 
who underwrote the attraction, fin- | 
ished well in the black. Friday (25) 
17,512 attended Miss Henie’s per- | 
formance, establishing an attendance | 
record for the Arena for a single | 
show, except for boxing and wres- | 
tling. 

The troupe departed for St. Paul 
Sunday (27). 


LA CONGA, N. Y., 
GOES BANKRUPT 





One of last season’s signal night 
club successes, so much so that it 
touched off an entire new cycle of 
Latin cafes, the La Conga has gone 
into bankruptcy after an indifferent 
start this ye As the Cabaret de la 








Conga, Inc., in a voluntary petition 
filed Monday 


$23.134 and assets of $1,513; of the 
latter, $1,500 is in stock. 

New management this year com- 
prises Bobby Martyn and Oscar de la 


Reche, who bought out Miguel 
Roldan, their former partner, last 
season. Connie Immerman, long 


identified with Harlem niteries, and 
father-in-law of Martyn, became as- 
sociated this season too. 

Among talent not paid in full was 
Ramon Ramos’ orchestra. NBC 


(28), this West 57th | 
street (N. Y.) spot lists liabilities of | 





Artists service is owed $200. 


SETTLES IN AMERICA 


Gottfried Bergmann Moves to New 
York te Enter Agency Biz 








Gottfried Bergmann, theatrical 
agent from Amsterdam, Holland, has 
Americanized his name to Godfrey 
Bergman and will open an office in 
New York. He came here last spring | 
to pilot the multiple-voiced Ann de | 
Ohla, imported by John Royal of | 
NBC. Miss de Ohla has since re-| 
turned to Europe. 

Bergman went to Cuba and re-| 
entered America recently on a Neth- | 
erlands quota number. He will also | 
keep open his Amsterdam office. He 
has a deal with Station AVRO of 
the Dutch Broadcasting Corp. 


Cafe Service Help Win 
Demands After Walkout! 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

With the Cafe Marguery at the 
Hotel Adelphia jammed with dinner | 
guests, here for the Penn-Cornell and 
Army-Navy games last week, cooks, | 
waiters and bartenders went out on | 
strike. Diners were right in the | 
midst of their meals when about 100 | 
employees walked out. Pickets im- | 
mediately appeared out front. Ex-| 


ecutives of the hotel picked up| 








| where employees left off in serving | 


dinner. | 

Agreement was made the following | 
day with the Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers’ Union, American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and the help went 
back to work, with a $4 a month 
raise and other demands met. Man- | 
agement had been taken over just a) 
few days previously by Howard F. | 
Hohl, who claimed that he hadn't 
had time to study payrolls and con- | 








ditions. | 
| 
' 


Bill Robinson Booked 
For Philly’s Grand 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Nixon’s Grand theatre, which 
opened with Ethel Waters in prime 
spot last Thursday, will feature Bill 
Robinson starting Friday (2). 

After that the lineup is Andy 
Kirk, Duke Ellington, Chick, Webb, 
Count Basie, Mills Bios., Earl Hines, 
Claude Hopkins, Slim and Slam and 
Jimmie Lunceford. 





Clement Butson, British Showman, 


Recounts Vaudes Comeback in Eng. 





Gang-Busters to Make 


Pitt P.A.; Thea. Precedent 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 29. 


Radio’s Gang-Busters have been 
booked into the Stanley here for 


* 





week of Dec. 9. First time house has | 
ever pencilled a dramatic turn from 


the air and experiment will deter- 
mine future of other like programs 
for flesh showings here. 


Deal made in New York over 
weekend by Harry Kaimine, who 
also closed for Duke Ellington to 
open Friday (2), second visit of El- 
lington here in 
‘Boys Town’ unit, coming in Dec. 16, 
is only doing 35 minutes and so 


less than a year. | 


Straight vaudeville has made a re- 
markable comeback in Great Brit- 
ain in the last two years, according 
to Clement Butson, booking man- 
ager for the Blackpool Tower Co., 
Blackpool Winter Gardens and Pa- 


| vilion Co., Ltd., who is vacationing 


in New York City, after a visit to 
Nassau and Havana. Vaudeville 
business is much better than a year 
ago, he said, with every principal 
city having at least two good vaude- 
ville houses and one or more thea- 
tres in communities of 50,000 or 
more. 

Although British theatre operators 
experience the same difficulty as in 


| America in getting enough real box- 


management is surrounding it with | 


several additional turns. 


SNAG CAFE ACT 








CLASSIFICATION’ 





Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 


Plan of the American Federation 
of Actors and the Entertainment 
Managers Assn. to classify Philadel- 
phia niteries is stymied by differences 
between the two groups as to method, 
Idea was to establish classifications 
so that uniform rates for acts would 
be charged all spots in one grouping. 

Original suggestion of the EMA 
was to adopt the zoning system.-al- 
ready in use by the musicians’ local. 
Tom Kelly, AFA biz agent, claimed 
that wasn’t entirely equitable, and 
demanded instead that niteries be 
classified according to location, size 
and grosses. EMA, on the. other hand, 
insisted that the American .Federa- 
tion of Musicians had. already con- 
sidered the problem over a number 
of years and considerable headache 
could be avoided by using the musi- 
cians’ classifications. 














At 50c top, Miss Nickerson and her 
troupe had been lacking at the b.o., 
80 there was no boost from the reg- 
ular peak of the Capitol on the latest 
Stay, viz 39c. The Paramount inter- 
ests, with two houses in Moncton, 
N. B., Empress and Capitol, called 
it off a day in advance. W. H. Gold- 
ing, veteran manager of the St. 
John Capitol, 1,700 seater, saw red 
when Flo Nickerson went blue. 
With his background of being a 
Church deacon and Sunday School 
teacher, he cancelled her. 





N.Y. Cafe Files Appeal 
On Act’s Judgment 


An appeal was filed in New York 
ay (28) in case of Jack Miller 

and Janet vs. the Monte Carlo, N. 
¥., in which Miller had won a default 
judgment for $150 Nov. 21, because 
= nitery had cancelled the skating 


Fatiee, it is alleged, was cancelled 
a the insistence of an American Fed- 
eration of Actors organizer who told 
the nitery operator that he could not 
Switch bookers without a two-week 
notice. Barney Gillman, agent, had 
epeed Miller’s act in the Monte 
arlo, while another agent had the 
‘ant Gillman forced the suit on 


t grounds that the AFA had inter- 





CURTIS DODGE AGENTING 


: New Orleans, Nov. 29. 
Curtis Dodge, former Hollywood 
ing agent and ex-stock player 
O, opened booking office here. 





He is peddling bands, 


hh Sorry 








—— 


but Mr. Jones is very busy and is leaving 
on a business trip—however I know he reads 


Variety—I’m sure you can reach him that way.” 


Use Variety's Advertising columns 
every week to deliver your message 
.... and especially the Third of a 
Century Anniversary Issue to be 
published in December..... 


Reservations now— 
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office names, new people showing 
any possibility are assisted in every 
way to develop into favorites. Broad- 
casting has supplied some new faces 
for the vaude stage, although not 
many. 

Butson, whose Blackpool company 
is the biggest amusement enterprise 
in England, stated that the revival 
of British vaudeville has developed 
unit production on a heavy scale. 
Unit alignment assured members of 
troupe a tour of at least 20 weeks, 
was more economical for theatres to 
book and, by setting up a road tour, 
the houses were assured of securing 
a better show. 

Absence in America of dumb acts 
or specialists, such as acrobats and 
tumblers, is amazing to Butson. He 
states there are few shows in Eng- 
land which do not have at least one 
such act. 

Blackpool, London’s Coney 
Island, boasts several legit shows, 
vaudeville, film houses, ballreoms, a 
menagerie and at least one circus. 
Season runs from May to October, 
with a promenade extending for sev- 
en miles. As a result of elaborate 
street lighting system installed re- 
cently, increased throngs have at- 
tended late in September and in Oc- 
tober. Part of the attractions are 
operated the year round. 

Butson sails for England Friday 
(2). He usually sees Ringling-Bar- 
num & Bailey circus here before re- 
turning home, but delayed plane 
connections between Havana and 
Miami caused him to miss the show 
down south this year, He generally 
travels about 20,000 miles seeking 
new acts and talent for the Black- 
pool enterprises each year. 

One of the final things Butson will 
do before sailing is to visit the New 
York World’s Fair in Flushing 
Meadows. 


ROSE SIGNS LIBUSE FOR 
SOLID YEAR AT NITERY 


Frank Libuse has been signed for a 
six-month stretch at the new Billy 
Rose Diamond Horseshoe in the Par- 
amount Hotel, New York, and for 
"39 Fair. Spot is scheduled to open 
shortly. 

Libuse recently completed a date 
at the Casa Manana, another Rose 
spot, and closed last night (29) at the 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Father Finds Missing 
Daughter in ‘Frozen’ Act 


Syracuse, Nov. 29. 

Hunted by her father for six 
weeks, Susan Williams, 19, of Fort 
Edwards, N. Y., known profession- 
ally as Carol Star, was taken home 
last week after she was found here a4 
few minutes before she was to be 
‘frozen’ in a cake of ice as the fea- 
ture act at the Rex Grill here. 

When Myran H. Williams learned 
that William Hanyan’s act, which 
consisted of hypnotizing the girl and 
putting her to sleep in a cake of ice, 
was playing in Syracuse, he con- 
tacted Chief of Police Rapp here. A 
detective took her to headquarters 
from whence she was sent home 
while Mrs. Hanyan, who had pre- 
ceded Miss Williams in the act, 
wearily made plans to return t. her 
icy couch. 


6 Debonairs Set for P.A.s 
After ‘Know’ B’way Fold 


Six Debonairs, who closed with 
the musical, “You Never Know,’ at 
the Winter Garden, New York, past 
Saturday (26), are slated for a vaude 
tour. 

Dancers open at the Palace, Chi- 























cago, Dec. 9, with subsequent dates 


| still pending. 
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Philly AFA Drive for Closed Cafe 
Shops Wins Operator Groups OK 








Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Picketing of two Philadelphia 
niteries last Wednesday (23) night 
opened a campaign by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors to get 
closed shop agreements with all 
spots. Sandwich men appeared in 
front of the Little Rathskeller and 
the Cadillac Tavern, but were 
quickly called off when Tom Kelly, 
biz agent of the AFA tocal, made an 
agreement to meet with the Night 
Club Owners’ Assn. of Philly to- 
morrow (Wednesday), when it was 
said he would procure agreements 
from practically all the members. 

None of the operators has any real 
objection to inking a close-shop pact, 
it’s said, but none had wanted to be 
first. 

Four spots aimed at first by Kelly 
as keys to the entire city situation 
are the Rathskeller, Cadillac, Stamp’s 
and Palumbo’s. He feels that once 
these are signed the rest will be easy. 
Inasmuch as the major clubs, like 
Jack Lynch’s and the Arcadia-Inter- 
national, use practically all AFA 
talent anyhow, drive for agreements 
from them will be handled by Kelly 
later. 





Hassett, Lomax Form 
Team for Vaudeville 


Buddy Hassett, singing baseball 
player on the Brooklyn Dodgers, and 
Stan Lomax, WOR sports commen- 
tator and sportswriter, have been 
teamed as an act. Pair had a one- 
day break-in at Proctor’s 58th street 
Sunday night (27) and go into the 
Strand, Brooklyn, for a week, start- 
ing Friday (2). 

Other dates to follow are being 
lined up by Bob Rosen, former Loew 
theatre manager, who’s handling the 
act. 








Burke’s Bistro Bow-In 


Johnny Burke, for years a stand- 
ard vaudeville comic, makes his 
nitery debut at the Walton Roof, 
| Philadelphia, Dec. 2. 

Idea was born from impromptu bit 
|on the floor at the Walton two weeks 
|ago when Burke was persuaded to 
do his army routine by Joe Lewis, 
m. c. 


4A’°S MOVES TO 
CLOSE - SHOP 
WORLD'S FAIR 











Frank Gillmore, president of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, Monday (28) submitted a 
rough plan to board members of Four 
A’s for an increase—in per capita 
tax levied on member-unions. At the 
same time Gillmore instructed at- 
tendees from various other talent 
groups that a special effort will be 
made shortly to make the forthcom- 
ing New York World’s Fair a com- 
plete closed shop for union per- 
formers in every branch of ,theatri- 
cals. 

Four A’s has been talking the 
matter of bottling up the Fair for a 
while, but nothing much had been 
accomplished so far. The American 
Federation of Actors went after its 
own contract and secured same for 
vaudeville and night club performers 
who might be. engaged by and at the 
Fair. All the other groups including 
Screen Actors Guild. American Guild 
of Musical Artists, American Federa- 
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tion of Radio Actors and Burlesque 





which it 


the Fair is so near. 
On the tax situation, 


Artists Association would be covered 
in all-covering Four A’s agreement, 
is stated, will be the 
| special object for the present since 


Gillmore 


Saranac Lake © 


By Happy Benway 





Jeanne LaFaun at Bellevue hos- 
pital, New York. For years she was 
at the old NVA sanatorium. 

Martha Gill, Rose Clark, Emma 
O'Neil, Teddy Stewart, Buddy Em- 
met, Bob Burk, Eddie Dowd, Isabelle 
Rook, Johnny DiGiovanni, Dick Wil- 
lis are among the many who give 
their time and help make it worth- 
while at the Will Rogers, 

Ann Sagan, formerly of Loew’s 
Delancy theatre, N. Y., is a new- 
comer at the Rogers. 

James Seeley Gladys Pebbler and 
Emma O'Neil had birthdays. 

Myra Blake is sitting up and tak- 
ing in the san’s talkers. 

Harold Rodner here mitting the 
Rogerites for Thanksgiving handed 
out candy. He was accompanied by 
William Cohen, super of National 
Home for Jewish Children, Denver. 

Turkey with all trimmings fea- 
tured at Thanksgiving at the Rogers. 

Jimmy Marshall, who ozoned here, 
reports he’s okay and will labor soon. 

‘The fastest thing in the world,’ 
says Ben Schaffer, ‘would be Hitler 
running through Delancey street.’ 

Mrs. William Cacase here ogling 
her husband. 

Steve Gregory, who toots a mean 
horn with the local band, never 
misses a chance to give his time to 
the Colony. 

(Please write to those who are ill.) 


e 15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 














Benny Rubin, described as ‘a 
graduate from a girl act,’ making 
his third try as an act. Seemed to 
have the answer this time, working 
with a clever kid. Had to make a 
speech at the Alhambra, which was 
a new experience for him, 





Cissie Loftus billed for a second 
week at the Palace, but forced out 
by indisposition. Nora Bayes held 
over and brightened the bill and 





Paul Remos showed B’way his 
midgets. 
Fritzi Scheff no draw at the 


Riverside, N. Y., but making good 
with those who did attend. Bill 
rather light waisted. 








After two sellout weeks, Keith’s 
Boston took a deep dive. House of 


stated that there was no immediate 
|change in present setup, or could 
there be without altering the exist- 
ing constitution. However, his ob- 
ject was to submit the idea for con- 
sideration and deliberation among 
executives of the member-unions for 
action at a later date. Notice was an 
official one, but carried no special 
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David band. failed to show and a 
Russ balliaka orch no draw at all. 





Irene Franklin did 34 minutes at 
the Chicago Palace, and Clark and 
Bergman took almost as _ long, 
Weaver Brothers and Joe E. Brown 
runners up. 





Indiana, Chi, had only one full 
stage act in eight turns, but a cou- 
ple worked in two just to give 
variety. 





Orpheum, Los Angeles, so weak 
on comedy they had to put on an 
afterpiece to garner a few laughs. 





Walter Windsor was working 
through the west with a handful of 
traveling principals and a local 
chorus. Sent a stager a week ahead 
to break in the locals. Good for 
newspaper mention, 





So many films waiting a B’way 
showing managers slapped on a 
one-week limit on pre-release. 





Palace, Dallas, was showing a 
film while station WFFA was broad- 
casting. Rex theatre, Kemp, Texas, 
picked up the radio for its pic ac- 
companiment. Probably first time. 
Towns more than 100 miles apart. 





Amateur night was replacing the 
more restrained opportunity night in 
pic theatres. Audiences wanted more 
horseplay. 





Leonard Hall barred from the Na- 


tional (legit), Washington, and 
President (pics). Was critic on the 
News. Came over to N. Y. 





Jim and Marian Harkins opened 
an office in the State theatre build- 
ing, N. Y. To practice chiropractic. 











B’way theatres hit an all time high 
, with 58 attractions scheduled. But 
| seven attractions we e quitting, and 
only two new ones coming in, 








David Belasco announced that four 
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BOWMAN ROOM 


(HOTEL BILTMORE, N. Y.) 


Phil Spitalny Orch with. Mazine, 
Evelyn, Rochelle & Lola, 3 Little 
Words, Ginger Harmon, 


The limited three-week booking 
here by Phil Spitalny and his all- 
femme orchestra just about rounds 
out every type of engagement for the 
General Electric maestro. Band has 
played stage, screen and radio, but 
this is its first dance engagement 
in a key spot. Opening Thanksgiv- 
ing night, a basically tough calendar 
date for a premiere, Spitalny’s femme 
jJazzists evidenced that they’re as 
versatile for the hoof as for the 
sound-sight appeal on a rostrum. 
‘urthermore, Spitalny brings into 
the classy Bowman Room of the 
Biltmore a versatile aggregation of 
entertainers rivalled only by Horace 
Heidt’s Alemite Brigadiers, who, too, 
are a veritable roadshow, besides be- 
ing a crack dance combo. Heidt, in- 
cidentally, is the previously con- 
tracted maestro at the Biltmore. He 
returns here just before Xmas. 
Spitalny shows himself to be a good 
dance maestro as well as a showman 
by trimming his usually extensive 
stage novelties to 20 minutes or so, 
as well as giving out for the dansapa- 
tion. He also introduces a hotel or 
cafe room novelty by projecting a 
technicolor excerpt of his ‘Hour of 
Charm’ femme band as prelude to 
his floor show. 

Maxine, a looker, with her socko 
vocalizing; Evelyn's violin virtuoso- 
ing (incidentally, she’s said to be the 
orchestration brains of the band), 
Rochelle and Lola with their piano- 
logistics; 3 Little Words, vocal combo, 
and Ginger Harmon for the killer- 
diller finale are the featured high- 
lights. All click. No Monday work 
for Spitalnys because of the radio 
commercial. Abel. 


CASINO-ON-THE-PARK 


(ESSEX HOUSE, N. Y.) 














Nat Brandwynne Orch (8), Clare 
Martin, Swing Quartet. 





Back from engagements out of 


town, including the Book-Cadillac, 
Detroit, and the St. Francis, San 
Francisco, Nat Brandwynne’s or- 


chestra (8) follows Richard Himber 
at the Casino, which he opened two 
years ago. It’s one of the more dig- 
nified supper spots in town. 

His outfit includes himself at the 
piano, three saxes (doubling on 
clarinets), a violin, drum, bass fiddle 
and banjo. While he specializes in 
sweet music, Brandwynne has a 
four-piece swing outfit that does two 
stints nightly. Kay Cody, harpist, is 
also here, 

Soloist Clare Martin, a looker, does 
ballads. She as well as Brandwynne’s 
style of music have no difficulty get- 
ting across. Char. 


LE RUBAN BLEU, N. Y. 


Harold Jacoby, Nora Sheridan 
with Alan Jones, Billie Hayward & 
Cliff Allen, Spivy, Elsie Houston, 
Morgane, : 








Around the corner from the Hotel 
Georges V, Paris, is the new Le 
Boeuf sur le Toit (Bull on the Roof) 
and above it is the stuffy Le Ruban 
Bleu (Blue Ribbon). Last year, Har- 
old Jacoby, who runs the Paris spot, 
brought over a counterpart of the 
Blue Ribbon and it was a quick click 
with its chi-chi black-and-tan diver- 
tissement in the approved Parisian 
manner, Back for a second year, in 
the same drawing room nitery at- 
mosphere above Theodore’s restau- 
rant on East 56th, Jacoby is clicking 
again with a fine talent and an in- 
time, gay show, which explains why, 
at 85c a drink, sans couvert, they 
pack ’em in here, Capacity is around 
75 and turnover consistent, the only 
way the = could get by. 

Greta Keller, just arrived, is a 
Viennese chanteuse who premiered 
Monday (28), but the initial show, 
comprising the above talent, contin- 
ues substantially as is. 

Outstander is Nora Sheridan (New 
Acts), a former chorister who’s 
tackling this ‘intime salon chanteuse’ 
business and is more than holding 


the sauciest song interpreters around 
in the Marion Chase idiom. ; 
Billie Hayward and Cliff Allen 
colored pair, have been around ex- 
tensively. Miss Hayward is also 
known on the platters and both have 
done their pianologistic vocalisthen- 
ics in channels that range from ‘New 
Faces’ (stage revue) to Greenwich 
Village bistros, with 52d street and 
Harlem in between. 

Spivy, doing a courtesy bow on the 
night caught, is well known for her 
pianologistic talents during her long 
stay at Tony’s 52d street, She pinch. 
hitted for Elsie Houston, Brazilian 
songstress, a holdover from last sea- 
son and also from the Paris engage- 
ment. 

Morgane is a French import with 
broad lyrics of the same naughty 
school of interpretation that is usu- 
ally associated with this style of 
songology. A couple of boys other- 
wise plug the waits with their dual 
grand piano work, Abel. 


Plantation Club, N. Y. 


Valda, Barrington Guy, Avon 
Long, Conway & Parks, Moke & 
Poke, Ross Collins, Joyce Beasley, 
Lilian Fitzgerald, ‘Skeets’ Tolbert 
orch. 








As the sole remaining night spot 
in Harlem making a pretense at a 
floor show, the Plantation Club (the . 
old Cotton Club site) continues .as 
the hardy survivor despite the Har- 
lem exodus. It’s the hottest show 
in this area, but definitely not a place 
to which Aunt Hetty could be taken. 
Instead, it’s for visiting firemen and 
others seeking late, lively Harlem- 
esque entertainment. 
Barrington Guy, who was noted at 
the old Ubangi Club (ex-Connie’s 
Inn) for his daring numbers, domi- 
nates present production with a 
risque Harem episode and a ballad. 
Valda, dancer of voluptuous propor- 
tions, is his new femme partner in 
the exotic terp bout that climaxes 
the scene. 
Previous to her entrance, it’s the 
old story of the sultan seeking a new 
spouse, with four girls demonstrat- 
ing their hip-swinging talents before 
him. It’s accompanied by purple- 
hued repartee that survives probably 
because of tongue-in-cheek handling 
by the principals. Dance that Guy 
and Valda do is a torrid affair. Guy 
is on earlier with his ‘High Yellow’ 
song, indicating excellent voice and 
clicking in legit manner. 
Remainder of entertainment is 
fairly much in the Harlem groove, 
with Avon Long, fave in these parts, 
standout. There are three produc- 
tion numbers, with chorus of 14 go- 
ing through strenuous routines. Long, 
just back from the Coast and ‘Porgy 
and Bess,’ ballads two tunes with his 
popular ‘Brown Boy’ again register- 
ing though he’s done it for several 


years. 
Moke and Poke, two youthful col- 
ored lads, have possibilities with 


(Continued on page 45) 
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her own. So much so that Miss 
Sheridan bids fair to become one of 
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| weeks were plenty in Chi. Pick up 
| the coin and get out adopted as his 
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Moss Holds Agent 
Of Licensing Law; 


for Violation 
AED Pushes Drive 





Assured of the ‘full cooperation’ 
of the recently formed Associated 
Entertainment Directors of New 


York, offshoot of the Entertainment 


Managers Assn., N. Y. License Com- 
missioner Paul Moss this week 


“paled Paul Lester, agent, into court. 


He’s being held in $100 -bail tor spe- 
cial. sessions after a hearing last 
week. It’s Moss’ first pinch in long- 
winded agent licensing and cleanup 
eampaign, AED members have been 
acting as special deputies for Moss 
and reporting all agents booking 
shows without licenses. 


: AED members will become 
licensed by Moss today (Wednesday). 
They aim to give Moss the co-opera- 
tion he has sought for past five years, 
states AED, which looks upon such 
a move as benefiting club date busi- 
ness. Moss will be asked to sit in 
‘at its monthly meetings and will 
also be tendered honorary member- 
ship in the organization. Together 
with industrialists and business iead- 
ers, he'll also be requested to help 
work out problems of the entertain- 
ment field. Well known business 
leaders have already been selected 
and their acceptances will be an- 
nounced shortly, according to AED. 


Moss has had several test cases as 
commissioner but all fell through. 
He says he’s making no mistakes 
now, claiming full proof of Lester’s 
violations. Latter was bagged for 
booking an unidentified nitery show 
minus a license, Moss has aid of the 
police department, which is fur- 
nished with names of every act 
working a cabaret. He gets agents’ 
names and evidence through the acts. 

AED, now numbering 25 members, 
held its first mass audition of acts on 
Sunday (27). Similar plan has been 
in operation among EMA members 
for past several years. Forty-six 
acts attended the gathering which is 
also designed to eliminate ‘auditions’ 
which turn out to be paid shows, but 
for which acts get nothing. Harold 
Koenigsberg, of the AFA, attempted 
to prevent acts from appearing at 
event, says AED. Koenigsberg 
counters with reply that information 
was deliberately withheld from him 
when he asked information relevant 
to the audition. He only told acts 
to protect themselves against any 
-Chiseling, he says. AED has simi- 
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larly ignored AFA’s nix of its at- 
tempts to sign acts to contracts. AFA 
held it was inequitable. 

AED members started signing acts 
last week, but are limiting them- 
selves to those to which they can, 
for the present, give guarantees of 
work. Cancellation within 30 days 
if no work is permitted, 

AFA figures that contract would 
not stand up in court and is await- 
ing a test. There’s still no stipu- 
lated amount of work or money 
guaranteed by AED nor is there a 
bond posted to insure payment un- 
der its contract. AFA claims, how- 
ever, nothing official can be done on 
matter until Ralph Whitehead, 
AFA’s executive secretary, returns 
from out of town and holds a coun- 
cil meeting, it’s understood. 

This week AFA bagged agent Paul 
Benson on complaint of Alice 
Murphy that he had not paid her 
for working a date. Benson had to 
pay $50 due Miss Murphy since 
Nov, 16. 


GEORGE WHITE'S 
SHOW MAY GO 
INTO INTL 


A George White revue may go into 
the International Casino, New York, 
succeeding the present Clifford C. 
Fischer shows. This may precede 
Earl Carroll’s idea of shifting his 
Hollywood show to the Broadway 
spot next spring. Paul Small, of the 
William Morris agency, has been 
talking the White deal and prior 
thereto Harry Kaufman (Shuberts) 
was talking a tabloidized ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ for the mammoth nitery. 


Fischer, Paris and London pro- 
ducer, is en route back to New York 
from abroad, and is scheduled to 
arrive tomorrow (Thursday). Mean- 
time, the International’s financial 
directors (banks) have been making 
stringent economy retrenchments, in- 
cluding a provisional two weeks’ no- 
tice to the bands and show. George 
D. Lottman, p.a., when offered a large 
cut, quit. He’s gone over to the 
Hotel Astor. N. Y., this too being un- 
der Bob Christenberry’s general 
supervision. Latter, v.p. of the Astor, 
was installed by the banks as man- 
aging director of the International. 
Carl Erbe succeeds Lottman as In- 
ternational’s p.a. 

Biz at the International has been 
poor of late, although starting out big. 
A recent police squawk over nudity 
forced a one-day (Sunday) closing, 
but that’s not figured to be any con- 
tributory element at the b.o.; if any- 
thing, that sort of publicity usually 
helps, 


Nothing will occur before Fischer 
gets in tomorrow, however. 


Fresh money came into the spot 

















within recent weeks to keep things 
going. Lou Brecker, Joe Moss and 
George Olsen comprise BMO Corp., 
the owners, although there are prior 
liens, bankers’ claims, etc., before any 
profits can be shared. Moss’ other 
spot, the Hollywood, following 77b 
last spring, has been refurbished, but 
its reopening postponed several times. 
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Outdoor Showmen Hear 
Whitehead Explain Stand 
Chicago, Nov. 29. 

Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 
Actors, explained to the convention 
of International Fairs and Exposi- 
tions at the Sherman hotel today 
(Tuesday) the position of AFA in its 
current drive to organize carnivals. 

Whitehead said his organization 
could no longer permit its members 
to work for carnies which are inimi- 
cal to the best interests and welfare 
of AFA members. 

AFA, he said, would see to it, too, 
that its members would work only 
for those carnivals which fully op- 
erated within the salary and time 


provisions of the Federal wage-and- 
hours bill, 


GEORGIE PRICE STAGING 
FINANCE SCRIBES’ SHOW 


Georgie Price, former vaude single, 
now a stockbroker, is staging the an- 


nual show of the Financial News 
Writers Assn, at the Hotel Astor, 
New York, December 16. This is a 
sort of Gridiron Club affair of the 
Wall street commentators, 


Price was impressed into service 
when R. H. Burnside, originally con- 
tracted to put it on, had his contract 
settled. Among the current year’s 
authors are Burton Crane, of the 
Wall Street Journal, formerly of the 
Japan Advertiser and VARIETY mugg 
in Tokyo. Crane is quite a song- 
writer avocationally, and also has 
been extensively recorded by Colum- 
bia in the Far East, where he was 
perhaps the only American exponent 
of the geisha-type chansons, 


Hartmans Open Vaude, 
Cafe Tour Dec. 6 in Det. 


With the Shubert musical, ‘You 
Never Know,’ folding at the Winter 
Garden, New York, almost simul- 
taneously with their closing at the 


Persian Room, the Hartmans are go- 
ing out on a hotel and picture house 
tour. Open Dec. 6 in Detroit ana 
thence Cleveland at the Statler 
hotels; followed by theatres, MCA 
booking. 

Comedy dancers are due back at 
the Hotel Plaza, N. Y. (Persian 
Room) Jan, 17. 

















Robitschek Delays Vaude; 
Talks Deal with Shuberts 


Kurt, Robitschek has definitely 
postponed opening his proposed 
three-a-day New York vaude. Orig- 
inally skedded to open at the Pal- 
ladium, nee B. S. Moss’ Broadway, 
Nov. 27, date was cancelled because 
of money troubles and fear of holi- 
day season lull. 


Robitschek is also dissatisfied with 
with the Shuberts for one of their 


theatres. In the event latter goes 
through, the Shuberts may buy piece 


“Hellzapoppin,’ at the Winter Garden. 





Nix Burley for Theatre 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 


Bondholders of the Shubert thea- 
tre here have decided they will not 
accept burlesque offers for use of 
the house. Spot had been operating 
burley for the past four years, but 
it’s feared that continued use of the 
house for that field would lessen the 
value of the building. 





the theatre’s use. 
|promoter, was the only one prepared 
to lay cash on the line, however. 





Will Weber Bankrupt 


William S. (Will) Weber, nitery 
and general theatrical agent of 1560 
Broadway, filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy in the N.Y. Federal 
court last week listing his debts at 
$6,678 and no assets. 


Among the creditors named are 
$160 for State income tax, 1937 and 
1£38; $277 judgment to Ed Luntz, 
1560 Broadway; $150 commissions to 
Ted Nelson, 1650 Broadway; $250 
|loan to Mildred (Tony Lane) Link, 
209 West 48th st., and $50 loan to 








Bob Kroliog the same address. 


the theatre and is talking a deal | 





| 


| 
| 


| 
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| 
| 





of show. They now have another | 
vaudeville unit, Olsen and Johnson’s | 


| 


| 


Various offers have been made for |, 
Izzy Hirst, burley , 
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Warners, Philly Tooter Union Reach 





Pact, Ending Threat to Close Earle 


TROY, MWKEE 
YOUNGSTOWN 
CAFES OPEN 


Troy, Nov, 29. 


Ray Buckell has opened the Club 
Mirador in the Trojan hotel here 
with the Sherman brothers and 
Tess’s Swingsters as the show. 

Tom Walsh is manager. 








Milwaukee’s New Spot 


Milwaukee, Nov. 29. 

New nitery, Lakota’s opened this 
week under the proprietorship of 
Harry Lakota, with Johnny Strain 
as manager, 

Entertainment to be 
through Dick Pritchard, 
baret booker. 


arranged 
local ca- 





Youngstown Nitery Reopens 
Youngstown, Nov. 29. 
Shuttered after three weeks of 
Bavarian entertainment policy, which 
failed to click, Heidelberg Villiage, 
night club at Idora Park here, has 
been reopened with Al D. O’rsis’ 
band and a floor show policy. 


Spot will operate nightly, except, 
Sundays. Floor show talent will 
changed weekly. 





Ben Bernie Opens New 
Band Setup in Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 


Ben Bernie orchestra practically 
set for the opening of the Benjamin 
Franklin hotel’s new named band 
policy Dec. 28. 

Music Corp. of America handling 
the deal. 





Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 


Warner Bros. threat to shutter the 
Earle at the expiration of the mu- 
sicians’ termer Thursday night (4) 
—which even went to the extent 
of not booking a show to open this 
Friday (2)—melted last week at the 
final showdown with the _ tooters’ 
local, 

Set-to was actually over the pit 
band at the Fox, which remains left 
over from the days when the house 
had vaude. WB was anxious to get 
rid of the band entirely, as it’s 
claimed to be unnecessary now, or 
at least cut it considerably. Union 
retaliated with a threat to take the 
band out of the Earle, where it’s a 
positive necessity. Warners, how- 
ever, announced it would shutter 
the Earle first. Result was an agree- 
ment in which the 35-piece crew at 
the Fox will be cancelled for 15 
weeks each summer. 

Prior contract called for cutting 
down to 15 men: for the hot sea- 
son, WB’s original compromise 
offer was to slash the present pay- 
roll from $1,690 a week to $1,000, or 
$52,000 a year. Under the present 
arrangement it'll hand out $59,150. 

Union gained one extra day of 
vaude a week at the Oxford for 10 
pit men. House was formerly with 
vaude two days a week. Allegheny, 
Kent, Frankford and Alhambra con- 
tinue with vaude on Fridays and 
Saturdays. The Earle contract re- 
mains just as it is, 





Weekend Dates Booked 
For McGee in Midwest 


Chicago, Nov. 29. 

Fibber McGee radio unit, with Jim 
(McGee) Jordan, Donald Novis, Billy 
Mills, Bill Thompson and Hal Peary, 
is booked through midwest for Sat- 
urday-Sunday dates on a 50-50 basis. 

Goes into Iowa theatre, Cedar 
Rapids, this weekend (3-4) and into 
Granada, South Bend, Dec. 10-11. 
Radio dates prevent other types of 
bookings, 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Rolf Holbein, Art Frank, Beatrice 
Joyce, Robert Weede, Henrietta 
Schumann, Ballet, Glee Club, Rock- 
ettes, Music Hall Sym y, Erno 
Rapee, conductor; e Cowboy 
and the Lady’ (UA), reviewed in 
Variety, Nov. 9. 





Imagination, taste and skill have 
gone into the current stage bill, ‘The 
Four Seasons,’ at the Radio City Mu- 


thing to Eleanor Powell. For an 
encore she taps out a jam n 
with drum accompaniment that’s 
smash. Hodgson steps down again 
for his old hick trumpet bit to 
break up the hoofing section of the 
show, with Weire Bros. (3) following 
him to mop up with their clever 
dancing pantomime. Boys first came 
over with ‘Folies Bergere’ unit four 
years ago and have since added sev- 
eral bits which have improved what 
even originally was surefire. 

Pryor moves ‘n once more for 
some glee club work on ‘Smoke Gets 








sic Hall. There’s nothing novel in| 
the theme, nor in its division into | 
four parts. Distinction of the show | 
lies in the way it is presented, Ser- 


gei Soudeikine’s settings and intro- | 
ductory tableaux (employing the | 
titillating lyrics of Albert Stillman), | 


plus the Willa Van and Marco Mon- 
tedoro costumes and the routir’« ef 
the whole. It’s a continuously en- 
tertaining presentation. 

Opening with Henrietta Schu-, 
mann’s showmanly solo with the 
symphony orchestra in a Tschaikow- 
sky piano concerto. the bill offers 
the ballet corps in a dance represent- | 
ing spring, then a lively outdoor 
scene climaxed by Rolf Holbein’s in- 
genious magic sign, on which he 
paints all sorts of figures that im- 
mediately come te life. Act was pre- 
viously seen at the French Casino, 
N: -Y., now Billy Rose’s Casa Man- 
ana. It's nicely spotted here and the 
mystery of how the trick is done is 
enhanced in the present showing by 
the fact that the signboard is not 
backed up against a dark curtain, but 
is placed in the center of a well- 
lighted stage. 

Pollowine a solo bit by Robert 
Weede, Art Frank, in the old geezer 
rube getup he's been using in vaude 
for a couple of decades, offers his 
familiar and amusing bit of hoofing. 
with a timely windup commentary 
on present-day hotcha singers. Glee 
Club backgrounds the session, which } 
is supposed to. represent fall. Finale,. 
as the winter scene brings the Rock- 
ettes in an arresting. number, con- 
cluded by their familiar but still 
electrifying precision step, and then 
geing into a formation to represent 
a Christmas tree, with vari-colored 
lights on their costumes. Soudei+ 
kine’s tableaux, which take the form 
of old chromos with Stillman’s clever 
lines spoken by players whose faces 
are the only animate part of the pic- 
tures. give piquant introduction : to 


stageshow. a 
Also on the Music Hall bill is the 
latest Walt Disney color cartoon, 


Leaf's popular comic fable. Pic, 
which was originally feature length, 


the parts which wound - on the 
cutting room floor is the ‘Ferdinand’ 
title song. Unusual angle is that it 
is accompanied by a narrative on the 
sound track. Although it is admir- 
ably read, there is little more to it 


ing band imitations, preceding Miss 


in Your Eyes’ and his first-rate imi- 
tation of Bert Williams. Foran, of | 
films, sings ‘My Little Suckaroo,’ | 
‘Night and Day’ and ‘Melancholy 
Baby.’ Mob wouldn't let him off | 
when caught until he returned for 
*steenth time and shyly admitted he | 
didn’t know any more tunes. Orches- 
tra takes over again for some amus- 


Sullivan. It’s really a homecoming 
for her. Just 18 months ago she 
sang for coffee and c.ke money in a 
booze club here. She tore tue rafters 
apart with her swinging of the semi- 
classics. Does six numbers and 
could stick around for as many 
more. Pryor closes with his themer, 
‘Whistler and His Dog.” Dave 
Broudy’s band, in the pit, overtures 
Debussy's ‘Reverie,’ not the modern 
version. 

Biz capacity. 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Ted Lewis, Eddie Leonard, Shel- 
ton Brooks, Danny White, Gale Sex- 
tet, Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier, 
Vera Ellen, Lorette Lane, Ted Lewis 
Quintet; ‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ 
(WB), reviewed in Variety, Oct. 26. 


Cohen. 








Ted Lewis, plus his numerous spe- 
cialists, Eddie Leonard and Shelton 
Brooks, were at the Casa Manana, 
New York, earlier in the fall, but 
the same show isn’t being done by 
the group here. This one has been 
re-routined for the Strand, with the 
running time held down to 41 min- 
utes. 

Harry Gourfain, house’s producer, 
has given the show excellent stag- 
ing, with the presentation being 
ore of the best «ver put on in any 
picture house, Everything’s skill- 
fully knit for unusual smoothness. 

Lewis is at his best and so is his 
out, which includes the vocal quin- 
wt; spotvea: in the band; the little 
coiored tellaw, Charles ‘Snowball’ 
wnicier; uhe Gale Sextet of dancers; 
Vanny White, pantomime-dancer, 
ana the singie dancers, Vera Ellen 
and Lorette Lane. Band includes 13 
men. and» works expertly under 
iewis. ’ ; 

‘Lewis has a unique opening, a 


STATE, N. Y. 


Jack Denny Orch, Picchiani 
troupe (7), Vox & Walters, Mildred 
Law, Lorraine Sisters (3), Cross & 
Dunn; ‘If I Were King, (Par). 


Jack Denny’s orchestra continues 
to rely on soft music and trim in- 
strumentation for its appeal. Denny 
has Mildred Law, cute brunet tap- 
ster, and the Lorraine. Sisters, har- 
mony swingsters, with him for 
added ture. Show, when caught, 
was running over the allotted 60 


minutes but never seemed to drag. 

Opener is the veteran Picchiani 
troupe of teeterboard es Val- 
entine Vox and Emily Walters, two 





| veterans who at one time were in 


separate ventriloquial acts, are to- 
gether in the deuce, Vox a number 
of years ago played solo with his 
dummy, ‘Happy.’ He retains best 
features of old turn, including 
cigaret smoking and drinking tricks 
with Miss Walters’ familiar diminu- 
tive girly dummy and sobbing baby 
routines neatly dovetailed. Imitation 
of a crying infant, while appearing 
to be the distressed mother, is plenty 
tax on vocal chords. Both are aided 
by trim patter. 

Cross and Dunn’s straight ballad- 
ing, comic songs and parodies are 
solid. Start with ‘Meet the Beat of 
My Heart.’ Follow with their ver- 
sion of ‘Staying in Own Backyard’ 
for laugh returns. Then do sad 
parody that’s set to tune of ‘Ti-Pi- 
Tin.’ ‘Music, Maestro’ offers excuse 
for neat contrasting of old classicals 
and present-day swing. Encore 
brings on novelty in which they 
imitate fat dieticians, with pointers 
in hand to describe grotesque fat- 
woman sketch on chart. Inclined to 
be off-color, but funny as they han- 
dle it. 

Denny’s orchestra 
lent. rew opens to ‘Under the 
Stars,’ its radio theme: ‘Serenade 
to a Holdup’ seems lightweight com- 
pared with what follows. ‘Sophis- 
ticated Swing’ is the band’s ace 
number, scoring with smooth mutin 
by two cornetists and trombonist. 
Finale is typical series of Denny 
imitations popular -orchestras, 
namely Henry Busse; Hal Kemp, 
Guy Lombardo and combo of top 
swing bands. Nicely gaited, Employ 
‘Tiger Rag’ for swell closer. 

iss Law, fetchingly garbed in 
dancing costume, gets under way 
slowly but then cleans up as she 
encores with routine ‘that Bill Rob- 


is still excel- 


|inson taught me.” Alice Graves, harp 


‘Boloist, brings a change of pace. 
Three Lorraine Sisters, whom 
Denny ‘discovered’ while playing the 
Drake hotel, Chicago, and who are 
set for pictures, ' the mike in 
putting over ‘Flat Foot Floogee,’ 
‘I Used to be Color Blind’ and “Way 
Down in New Orleans,’ last being 
particularly standout. One gir 





birthday number built around his 
clarinet, with a lit birthday cake 
pianted dawnstage. The vocal group 





than Leaf’s original. And while, 
‘Ferdinand’ makes ‘a fairly amusing 
cartoon subject, there’s little more 
to it than is in the Leaf vol- 
ume. Which is to say it’s good, but 
not up to the usual Disney standard 
of brilliant fantasy. Hobe. 


STANLEY, PITT. 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 


‘|in a fast ballroom routine. 


willed as the Ted Lewis Quintet, is 
worked. into this and most of the 
other numbers for background and 
effect, as are several of the special- 
ists. In the ‘Lock My Heart’ se- 
quence following the opening, Lewis 
and the quintet sing and Miss Ellen 
makes her first appearance in a brief 
dance specialty. ; 
‘Message from Mars’ number brings 
out the. Sextet (three ome: 
x 


also later in one of Lewis’ 


appears ) l 
Roger Pryor Orch (13), Maxine} more elaborate productions, doing an 


Sullivan, Dick Foran, 


Oriental dance that lacks the Far 


Red Hodgson, Lane’ Truesdale, 3| Eastern touch. 

Weire ree, Fredysons; ‘There| As setting for Leonard and Brooks, 

Goes My Heart’ (UA). ‘Celebri at Rector’s’ back in 
the g old days is staged, with 





What should have been a sock 
show here went a little sour at open- 
ing because: Roger Pryor, m. c.’ing |his years and ‘still can put 


enough in hand, Trying to pad the 


tables as.background. After a show- 
manly introduction for Leonard, the 
veteran minstrel, who doesn’t look 
em 


and ‘Ida,’ his two most famous num- 


the layout, didn’t have situation well | across, goes into ‘Roly Boly Eyes’ 


proceedings because seven Fredy- 


sons, driving in from the east, were 
caught in a ‘snowstorm and didn’t 


turn up until later in the day, he 
overpadded. He let a minor ap- 
lause claque of kids, the 

hing here every Friday afternoon, 
slow presentation down to a trot, 


with turns coming back repeatedly 
for larcenous bows, with result that 
flech section ran close to 8 minutes, 


or »bout 20 over 

Entertainment value is present, 
however, and once Pryor takes com- 
mord, as he can and could have 
easily with a bit of pressure yester- 

ay (Friday), layout should develop 
‘into’one of theatre’s slickest in some 
time. Maxine Sullivan, Dick Foran 
and Ann Miller are on hand 


of whom deliver solidly. Supporting 


acts are also helpful. 


It’s Pryor’s second visit here in 
last 18 months and he returns with a 
considerably improved band, albeit 
one that still hasn’t hit its right 


stride. Reformed actor has devel- 
oped into a suave maestro : 
to know what it’s all about music- 


ally. Should check up a bit on his 


ags, though. One he opened with 
ene is the same he tsed last time 
here. Following some amusing cross- 
fire with R Hodgson, orchestra 
swings into ‘I Got Rhythm’ and then 


Lane Truesdale, femme pianist, is 
to the mike to chirp ‘What deg 


oere ry Pf ore 7} Re. Y 
t g as eno S.a. p. 

That br on Miss Miller, smart- 
ly outfitted in black sequin pajamas, 


for two routines that are tops in 
taps. Femme’s about the nearest 


who seems 


bers. Leonard tops with his sand 


younger fans may not know the old- 
timer, he’s going across powerfully. 


Brooks, 
Strutter’s Ball’ and ‘Some of These 


done by that team years ago, is of- 


It see 
ard a 


lowers. 


dimmers go into play. 


cialties, includin 
of dance, while 
in some soft-shoe hoofing. 


bit of 
tier and Lewis. 


which h 
canini. White and Miss Lane fig- 
ure here in a diverting doll dance. 

Show, plus ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces’ (WB), which looks like a 





a Char. 


dance, and although some of the 


who wrote ‘Darktown 
Days, also packs plenty of punch. 
A Williams and Walker youtien. as 


fered by Brooks and Whittier, this 
preceding Brooks’ stint at the piano 
in which he does songs he authored, 
there isn’t enough of Leon- 
Brooks, particularly so does 
it seem that way to vet vaude-fol- 


White gives ‘Darktown Strutter’s 
Ball’ punch by doing a Joe Frisco | ald 
dance that also has nostalgic charm. 
This portion draws the presentation 
, too, all up to its close, Lewis signing off in a 

clever appreciation special as the 
White up 
ahead does a couple of other spe- 
a Jimmy Savo type 
hittier also figures 


‘Me and My Shadow’ number em- 
ploys Whittier and an unbilled col- 
ored girl effectively, while another 
ood staging is built around 
‘My Baby Smiles at Me,’ with Whit- 


One of Lewis’ best numbers is the 


‘Musical ys 1 Man’ production in 
e does a cute bit as Tos- 


——. eee es the house 
its b . & to date under re- 


ugurated combination pol- | the 


comes forward to do an imitation 
of Clyde McCoy’s ‘Sugar Blues’ 
theme song. Satisfactory but not 
essential since the blonde lookers 
score anyway. They wear white 
gowns, but makeup and costumes 
fail to cash in on. their potentialities 
as lookers. 

Biz excellent for last stage show 
Friday (25). Wear. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 27. 
Keene Twins with Vic and La- 
marr, Four Dudleys, Willie, West & 
McGinty, Patricia Norman, Sixteen 
7) ea ‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ 


Another smart example of house 
policy of fitting vaude to mood of 
picture is clicking this week with 
regular line of girls backing up four 
acts against a detailed full-stage 
sidewalks-of-New-York set. 

Curtains open as couple of line 
os dolled up as ragamuffins heave 
omato at strolling cop, who blows 
his whistle, and bulk of line, in po- 
lice coats and night sticks, busts 
onto stage for a fast tap routine, 
Most of line melts off as Keene 
Twins and Vic and Lamarr enter to 
take over with speedy tap and acro- 
batics. Quartet works together at 
start and finish, Two b_,s and two 
girls get full stage alone for sepa- 
rate double specialties, Collect nice 
hand for gamut of standard dance 
ee ements. 

Four Dudleys next warble ‘Coming 
Round the Mountain,’ ‘Old MacDon- 
Had a Farm’ and ‘My Blue 
Heaven’ in great style. Negro quar- 
tet has the facial expressions and the 
pantomime to go with instrumental 
effects and smooth rhythm, and went 
over nicely at show caught. 

_ Line’s collection of tappin~ truck- 
ing and vocal outbursts to tune of 
‘Christopher Columbus’ installs 
Willie, West and McGinty in the 
scaffolding at rear of the set. Steady 
stream of mishaps such as sawing 
through wooden horse, stepping in 
bucke me up lunch boxes and 
other perfectly timed carpen 
slapstick pantomime is a riot as al- 
ways here. Fact that paraphernalia 
blends into set makes it all the more 
unexpected and lifts act to biggest 
hand ever, 

aeotng of auto horn offstage di- 
rects attention away from boys’ 








prances over to front, mike to give 
em ‘Handfull of ’ ‘So Help 
Me’ and *Old Man ” latter get- 
ting swell hand at start and stopping 
show cold at finish. Gul, brought 
back following “hit at same ‘house 
four weeks ago with Jan Garber’s 
band, makes no attempt to ‘Mose’ 
with same type tune, switching in- 
stead to. sentimental mood en- 
coring to solid hand with “My Rev- 
erie,’ 

Program finishes off with burst of 
noise and commotion from the line, 
and march music in the pit. 


Biz good. Craig. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 26. 


Major Bowes ‘Third Anniversary 
Revue,’ with Ted Mack, Byron Bros. 
(2), 3 Harmonica Dees, Concert Ser- 
enaders (4), Duane Sisters, Neva 
Ames, Bert & Betty, Strawberry 
Russell, Jean Clark, Roy Richards, 
Sol Strausser; ‘Peck’s Bad Boy With 
Circus’ (RKO). 











Major Bowes’ ‘Third Anniversary 
Revue’ has all the familiar attributes 
of a typical Bowes unit with some- 
what more finish and less snap than 
recent Bowes combos previousl 
caught here. Ted Mack m.c.’s well. 
Fast opening by Byron Bros., two 
hoofers, sets nice pace for Three 
Harmonica Dees, next with okay ar- 
rangement of pop medley. Concert 
Serenaders, mixed quartet, give out 
with operatic selection. Duane Sis- 
ters follow with acrobatics that get 
over. 

Neva Ames xylophones ‘Gypsy 
Airs’ to click solidly. Tough for 
Bert and Betty who follow, but kids 
have decided novelty, handling 
drumsticks while hoofing. Interlude 
of finger-snapping by boy is good. 
Should eliminate finish, which has 
girl wearing a cymbal on head for 
rhythmic whacks by partner during 
dance session, off the cob. 

Taking hold for some fair gagging 
with a couple of audience stooges, 
Mack then follows with ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ on the clarinet. Followed by 
Strawberry Russell, slow-talking 
Negro, who. manipulates ane-stringed 
cigar box for good results, getting 
some real laughs and an encore, 
which he uses for hoofing. Jean 
Clark, next, okay with whistling and 
bird sounds. 

Roy Richards gives out with good 
impressions of Armetta, Sparks and 
a particularly strong version of Paul 
Muni in ‘Zola.’ Concluding bit, in 
which he handles a spot of ventrilo- 
quism in simulating Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy, socks. 

Richards is hard to follow but Sol 
Strausser, rotund tenor, whacks out 
a bit of ‘Pagliacci’ to good returns 
and leads into the finale which re- 
— all the principals for nice cur- 
tain. 

Biz just fair. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
Jan Saviit Orch, Eric Blore, Ethel 


Burm. 





Bon Bon, Topper Trio, Dick & Leota 
Nash, Stella Stein & Sonny Borish; 
‘Thanks for Memory’ (Par). 


Witih late cancellation by Phillips 
Lord of his ‘Gangbusters,’ skedded 
for their first vaude appearance at 
the Earle, house got Eric Blore, Ethel 
Shutta and Dick and Leota Nash to 
replace. 

Blore (New Acts) hasn’t the 


proper material. He’s given top bill- 
ing but is spotted far forward in the 
show, while Miss Shutta, billed sec- 
ond, is reserved for the closer. 

Of five numbers Miss Shutta war- 
bles, ‘Do It With a Twinkle in Your 
Eye,’ ‘Two-Family House’ and ‘Little 
Lady Make Believe’ are n.s.h. Final, 
‘She Was One of the Front Row 
Gals,’ catches niftily and she has to 
encore which she does with a bur- 
lesque of ‘Music, Maestro.’ 

Providing chuckles are Dick and 
Leota Nash (New Acts). Kids 
knockabout, dance, Play with ropes 
and get off fair gags. Biggest clicks 
are Stella Stein and Sonny Borish, 
winners of jitterbug contest con- 
duced in Warner theatres in con- 
junction with the Philadelphia News. 

Remainder of the show is Jan 
Savitt’s unit, including his neat 12- 
piece swing orchestra. Crew, part 
of the KYW, Philly, house band, has 
been appearing at the Arcadia-In- 
ternational nitery, taking a week off 
from there to work at the Earle. 

Combo is a good draw for the jive- 
nutty Earle. is is its second en- 
gagement at the house in four 





months. With Savitt is Bon Bon, 
scat-singer, and Jerry Taps, hoofer, 
both Negroes. Bon , with pleas- 


ing personality and nift ipes, 
catches big. Taps, tall ond "Shen. 
clicks nicely but fails to get the 
maximum out of his turn because of 
sameness in his routines, 

Carlotta Dale warbles with the 
band, doing ‘Reverie’ and ‘Can’t Give 
You Anything but Love.’ Much im- 
proved over her former trip here, 
she’s still primarily a radio chirper. 





necessary cleaning up of stage, and 
Patricia Norman's appearance driv- 
eee eee 
every- 

Stopped by con, she bounces ~* 











Three Toppers, two —. and a gal, 


swing-sing ‘Sweet Var: Sue’ well. 
Bo- . ~~ wr ~d Yo 
ale, 


Shutta, Carlotta Dale, Jerry Taps,| — 


———=3 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


‘ Chicago, Nov. 2 
Dizzy Dean & Bob Elston, Bis. 
morettes, Gracie Barrie, Ross & 
Stone, Tomack & Reis Bros.; ‘Hard 
to Get’ (WB). 


This week is just a hole in the cal. 
endar so far as the boxoffice is con- 
cerned. Dean and Elson (New Acts) 
bring to the stage a baseball and 
ether rep, but that rep is adding no 
lustre to the front gate. Dean and 


Elson are pretty well known around 
Chi. And from appearances, maybe 
too well known. erhaps elsewhere 
they mav do better, 

Their cross-talk is mostly a rehash 
of what everybody already knows. 
It’s strictly a time-filler. 

With business way off, the other 
acts are having a tough time of it, 
which is a bad break, since all the 
others are standard turns knowing 
what they’re on the stage for. 

They did the best they could to 
entertain the handful of customers 
in the house, but the silences of 
those rows of empty seats put the 
damper on everything. Biltmorettes 
are an excellent tumbling and acro- 
batic turn, with the girls presenting 
a fresh and clean-cut appearance 
and executing their work with style 
and manner. 

Gracie Barrie is a surefire singer 
no matter where caught, night club 
or theatre, and in this haunted spot 
she seemed even to make the empty 
seats sit up and take notice. Fine 
pair of pipes, and a real flair for 
showmanship. 

Maxine Stone’s what-the-hell man- 
ner was practically the McCoy here, 
but the show must go on, so she 
kibitzed a while with Benny Ross. 
Then. they both walked slowly off 
the stage. le ge assignment went 
to Sid Tomack and the Reis Bros., 
who had to work throughout the 
show. And according to their rou- 
tine they have a sequence in which 
—_ start a comic revolution against 
audiences who won't la Some- 
where towards the back of the house 
somebody laughed. That was a cop 
who had been called in because the 
ushers: were getting a little fright- 
ened by the awful emptiness. 

Business, by the way, wasn’t so 
hot at the last show Friday. Gold. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Teddy King house orch, Midgie 
Fellows, Billie & Boy Friends (5), 
Carlton Emmy, Hal Le Roy, Molly 
Picon, Gil Lamb; ‘Gangster’s Boy’ 
(Mono). 














From the marquee this bill would 
indicate entertainment in capital let- 
ters, but in its playing there are only 
two acts that keep the show from 
doddering. 


Molly Picon is the headliner, and 
rightfully, for the little comedienne, 
recently back from a six-month tour 
of ish and Paris vaude houses, 
performs smartly with her character 
sketches, Then, too, there’s Carlton 
mmy and his standard dog act 
which is sock with this audience, as 
always. Hal Le Roy and Gil Lamb 
are also on for possible name value. 

Actually, though, it’s Miss Picon 
whom the large Friday (25) night 
‘audience came to see since here it 
knows her as the Yiddish legit’s most 
talented comedienne, who was able 
to steer her capabilities into a more 
fruitful field when that entertain- 
ment took a nosedive some years 
ago. She’s garbed in an old-fash- 
ioned evening gown that might be a 
little too conservative for her type 
of presentation. Her first number, 
‘Hands,’ is good, detailing the Suge 
gestions that hands convey in the 
daily use (the number is not kin to 
that of the same title employed by 
ZaSu Pitts in the latter’s recent 
vaude tour). Miss Picon’s best. sketch 
characterizes the daily life of a 
working girl. Particularly clicking 
are the gestures. 

Le Roy does a couple of taps and 
is later Joined by an unbilled dark- 
haired looker for whom he foils in 
some comedy patter that’s n.s.h. He's 
still tapping to ‘Lady Be Good’ and 
makes an attempt, too, at singing, 
but it’s mild. However, the audi- 
ence went for his dancing opening 
night (25). : 

amb has his moments in which 
he tickles the payees but after a 
while his comedy dancing gets pretty 
pale. He’s also playing the har- 
monica a bit. Still does his old stunt 
of feigning swallowing the instru- 
ment and having it play while in his 
stomach by pressing different parts 
of his anatomy. An unbilled partner 
harmonicas on several instruments 
of assorted size, but it’s merely 4 
stage wait while Lamb cools off from 
earlier, strenuous dance efforts. 

Billie and her Boy Friends (5) are 
four males and a gal doing acro 
terps. The males are in tails, some- 
what uncomfortably attired for their 
strenuous type of entertain 
while she’s more appropriately cos- 
tumed in shorts, etc. Only fair. 
Though they work hard enough, the 
audience gave little indication of aP- 
preciation. 

Teddy King’s house orchestra is 
still around for its one spot, a med- 
ley, of college songs. King m.c.’s 
is improving though he has room: for 





more of the same. Midgie Fellows is 
** “sealist and swings one number, 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 








APOLLO, N. Y. 


Ba Briscoe’s Orch, Desoree 
lexander, Joe Johnson, Slim & Ed- 
a Louis & Van, Willie Bryant, 
Brown Twins, Jackie Mabley, John 
La Rue; ‘Higgins Family’ (Rep). 


spends 100 minutes with its 
pee this, week but doesn’t get that 
much quality out of the bill. Com- 

of John La Rue and Jackie Mab- 
Jey, plus suave M.C, Willie Bryant, 

4<¢ much to entertain but the others 
in lineup constitute little more than 
stage waits. Name or semi-name 
band policy here has been whacked 
py presence of Baby Briscoe’s all- 
irl orchestra, which obviously 
doesn’t tax the house payroll greatly. 


Girls come in about midway and 
there the lag starts. 





They don’t even 
lay well enough to background acts 
sides being poor in their own of- 
ferings. A local fave, Bryant, ca- 
pable Negro m.c., holds an audience 
well. He’s been here for a month 
and looks to stay. eos 

Desoree Alexander, diminutive so- 
prano, opens the bill. Joe Johnson, 
the show's producer, doubles this 
week, following Miss Alexander with 
a song. Pair then go into a dance 
routine with the line. Johnson’s ex- 
cellent timing with the girls is ex- 
lained by fact that he created the 
Fifficult number. — 

Slim and Eddie, tall and short 
dancers and tumblers, . take deuce 
spot. Try too hard to be smart, but 
are only mediocre. The taller lad 
does most of comic stuff. He's 
dressed in dirty, misshapen white 
tails and has a deadpan. Smaller 
one is flashily dressed and confines 
himself to somersaults and flips. 

Brown Twins, gil tap duo, for- 
merly at the Cotton Club, N. Y., work 
themselves out of a nautical roduc- 
tion number into a dance. hey’re 
lookers and offer some excellent 
challenge work. Veer some from 
the stereotyped style. Lewis and 
Van, white male team, tap on pyra- 
mided stairs to top the show, They're 
smart in tails and because of uni- 
formity in size. : 

Comedy blackouts are still blue in 
the hands of the glib Bryant and La 
Rue. Miss Mabley works in one 
blue bit without too much effect. 
She later wows with doubletalk rou- 
tine in an all-girl navy bit, in which 
the line girls are used, with Bryant 
as captain. 

Three production numbers, besides 
finale, this week help to make up 
for the paucity of satisfactory talent 
usually found here. Show runs too 
long, band accounting for much of 
the time. Hurl. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 25. 
Bernie Cummins Orch, Tommy 
Martin, Steve Evans, Three Sophis- 
ticates, Connie Barleau, Walter Cum- 
mins house line; ‘Campus Confes- 
sions’ (Par). 


Stage show continues the policy 
of name bands, with Bernie Cum- 








- mins, who held forth in K. C.’s 


Muehlebach Grill several years ago. 
On less than an hour, the band’s 


acceptable. 

Cummins batons, m.c.s and war- 
bles. ‘ Band is featured at the open- 
ing and later in a medley. From 
the orchestra Cummins offers Con- 
nie Barleau, torch singer, who’s 
smooth with her current pops and 

favorites. Walter Cummins, 

r of the leader, steps out of 
the band to reveal a voice and style 
aimed solely at the femmes. 

Tommy Martin’ exhibits his 
sleight-of-hand well. Acrobatics are 

led by the Three Sophisticates, 
femmes, who open with a_ class 
front but quickly divert to slap- 
ev terping and gymnastics. 

teve Evans's strong impersona- 
tions include film favorites, Popeve 

a drunk. House line is on for 
a brace of numbers. 


Biz fair. Quin. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


The Chinese holocaust with scenes 
of the burning cities of Canton and 
Ow depict the hopeless struggle 
a country laid desolate are un- 
forgettably etched by the cameras 
of this week’s reels. Undertones in 
World unrest follow uv these scenes 
with solemn warnings from speakers 
oH the anti-Nazi mass meeting which 
000 attended last week at Madi- 
son Square Garden, and a plea by 
Archbishop of Canterbury for world 
ce, at the annual memorial serv- 
C for the ‘forgotten soldier’ at the 
€notaph in Whithall, London. 
gnctivity on the Spanish fighting 
bene is but lightly touched upon, 
bombcoaned to scenes of Insurgent 
ee ing from the air on the Ebro 
nt. 
jy lance of the newsreels are even- 
2 divided between oddities in the 
oe and sports, fashions and two 
Lene subjects by Movietone’s Lew 
foo. r. For sport fans all-American 
tball selections and the Harvard- 
Ginw Columbia-Syracuse and N. Y. 
ants-Green Bay Packers games 
on tap. 
ie interest topics take one be- 
4 € scenes at the annual win- 
©pening of the Metropolitan 
pera Company in New York, where 
to Martinelli, Lawrence Tib- 
makin” Maria Caniglia are shown 
ing-up for their roles in ‘Otello.’ 
Good angle shots from the overhead 





| 








wings, opening scene and curtain 
congratulations complete a_light- 
hearted interlude. 

Society gets a break with a beagle 
hunt on ng Island, blue-bloods 
climbing fences and following the 
hounds on foot in chase of the elu- 
sive hare, and feminine interest will 
be held by fashion hints at the Mel- 
bourne Cup Races in Australia and 
Movietone hints for summer beach 
and sport fashions. 

Of general interest is a Chicago 
dog show, a colorful parade in Mex- 
ico City commemorating the 28th an- 
niversary of the Madero revolution; 
tryout of new ‘baby’ motor car in 
France, which costs $185 and scuttles 
about under big trucks and other 
traffic protuberances; Christmas tree 
cutting and shipping in Oregon and 
Washington; distribution cf clothing 
to the needy by a Kansas City mer- 
chant, which is an annual good-Sa- 
maritan affair; and holing through of 
a 13-mile mountain tunnel in Colo- 
rado to supply water for the Pacific 
coast. 

Prof. Lehr’s humorous expositions 


this week are confined to the tryout | 


of a rocket-bicycle and an ice-skat- 
ing bear, the only one of its kind. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Nov. 26. 
Yacopi Troupe, Marjorie Gains- 
worth, Red Dust & Robert Williams, 





Jack Holland & June Hart, Ben 
Blue; ‘Just Around the Corner’ 
(20th). 


House has been trying to avoid 
the vaude label by ballyhooing its 
third flesh show of the season as 
a ‘personal appearance presentation.’ 


But it’s still good, old-fashioned 
vaude, 
Ben. Blue, not seen. here since 


spring, has a couple of new bits that 
refreshen his routine. One is a 
take-off on an old-time minuet in 
French costumes and aided by two 
dancers, after the fashion of his ‘Col- 
lege Holiday’ scene. It’s lively hoke 
carrying some hearty laughs, but 
the finale needs strengthening. Pan- 
tomimic steps, travesty on Russian 
dancer, and skit with a dime-a-dance 
gal are better timed and funnier. 
Topper for Thanksgiving crowds 
was Robert Williams’ trained canine, 
Red Dust, who runs through a series 
of remarkable tricks that have more 
humorous showmanshp than when 
last seen. In the deuce spot, this act 
is the bill’s real warmer-upper, 
though the Yacopi troupe gives a 
snappy opening with its flashy triple- 
somersault work from springboards. 
Smartest items are Marjorie Gains- 
worth and the team of Jack Holland 
and June Hart. Latter, who have 
used the same setting for three sea- 
sons, galvanize it with some of the 
slickest, swirling ballroom terping 
the Palace has had this semester. 
Mid-air spins are so airy and expert 
that they would have been punchier 
than Ben Blue in the close. 
Marjorie Gainsworth’s pipes are 
golden-toned, but wasted in swing 
numbers that this house is tired of. 
Her Manhattan medley sustains in- 
terest, however, and ‘Traviata’ aria 
is more like what they want. 
Show is okay but Nat Holt missed 
a good bet in not moving the pit 
orchestra on stage to provide a more 
vivid background. Pullen. 


SENATOR, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 
John Boles, Brian MacDonald, 
Jerry Mayhall house orch (8); 
‘Service de Luxe’ (vu). 








Newest house on the Harris circuit 
is Loew’s old Aldine. With arrival 
of de luxe Penn and Stanley, spot 
fell on lean days, drifting into slough 
pictures for Loew’s and finally clos- 
ing in 1934 for keeps. It’s been dark 
since only because Loew long-term 
lease didn’t expire until last August. 

Now remodeled at a cost of around 
$130,000 and marking the 20th link 
in the reorganized Harris chain, it 
looks better than the old Aldine 
ever did, but can’t hope to recap- 
ture that spot’s biz because times 
have changed. Theatrical center has 
shifted to the other end of town, and 
furthermore the Harrises have no 
thought of keeping it on a perma- 
nent flesh policy. Main idea is to 
first-run product which the Harris 
outfit has contracted for, but can’t 
use at its No. 1 downtown house, 
the Alvin, also to play latter’s pic- 
tures, which warrant holdover. 
House seats 1,850. 

Inaugural stage bill isn’t really a 

resentation, but more of a concert. 

t consists only of John Boles, but 
class he lends to the opening is 
worth the single spotting. However, 
just possible that flock of customers 
expecting to see flesh as they know 
it around here will be disappointed. 
He might have been surrounded with 
at least a couple of additional turns, 
just for the push-off anyway. 

Boles is introduced by Brian Mc- 
Donald, former musical comedy 
leading man and now a local radio 
m. c. He’s an accompanied by Jerry 
Mayhall’s eight-piece house crew in 
pit. Boles comes on nattily garbed 
in tails, and goes immediately into 
his song cycle without any prelimi- 
nary gabbing. Starts with ‘One 
Alone,” then into the title tune from 
‘Rio Rita,’ followed by a quick 


change on stage into bowler hat and ' 


Gay Nineties coat for ‘Waiting at the 
Gate for Katie.” Winds up with ‘Fol- 
lowing the Sun Around.’ 

Boles has a splendid voice and glib 
stage personality and could have 
easily done more, but the limit’s 10 
minutes and that’s all he does. Sen- 
ator no doubt figured chiefly on his 
name value as a lure for the get- 
away of a new venture and, as such, 
Boles fills the bill. House next week 
goes double-feature, sans stage show. 

Cohen. 


| Nite Club Reviews | 
Plantation Club, N. Y. 
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their knockabout-acro stepping. Con- 
way and Parks, another male team, 
do well with one song and then prove 
they are better dancers than bal- 
ladeers. Lillian Fitzgerald combines 
neat vocalizing with some hotcha 
|terp efforts. Joyce Beasley’s looks 
surmount her tapping number. Ross 
Collins, the Misses Beasley and Fitz- 
eerald and Joe Adels lead the sing- 
ing and dancing of the. ensembles. 
Okay with the vipes. Finale intros 
a new dance. ‘Slap Happy.’ 

‘Skeets’ Tolbert’s band, playing for 
dancing and show, is ideally suit- 
ed this room, not blasting as do 
jmany similar swing crews. . Lee 
Simmons. former pianist and singer 
at the Ubangi, is manipulating the 
}ivories hetween shows and the danc- 
| ing to strong returns. Wear, 








COLONY CLUB 


(CHICAGO) 





Chicago, Nov. 26. 


Nan Blakstone, Hugo De Paul 
Orch, Jose Manzanares Orch. 





This place, built last year by 
Dollie Weisberg as a standard nitery, 
folded quickly. It has now been re- 
ovened by Sonny Goldstone and 
Nick Dean, formerly associated in 
the Yacht Club here. These two 
have given Chicago a class spot that 
has plenty of atmosphere. Tariff is 
designed to keep out the college boys 
and the hudget entertainment cus- 
tomers. The $2 weekday minimum 
doesn’t come close to paying for the 
average check. 

Other than the two orchestras, 
one a straisht American aggregation 
and the other a rhumba and tango 
group, the only entertainment cur- 
rently is Nan Blakstone, who has 


dignity, charm, showmanship and 
good material. 
While Miss_ Blakstone _ retains 


plenty of material that has sex snap, 
she has nevertheless, polished her 
routines smartly. The former cornv 
blue stuff has been eliminated and 
renlaced by new shining lyrics that, 
while sexy, are not offensive. 

She rates as surefire for the smart 
spots in the key cities. Assisting her 
is a young pianist with whom Miss 
Blakstone occasionally tosses 
some crossfire. 

Among Miss Blakstone’s top num- 
bers are a pianolog impression of 
‘Rain.’ the musical protesn sketch, 
‘Ferdinand, the Bull’ and ‘A Modern 
Lullaby.’ 

Huvo dePaul’s orchestra plays for 
straight hoofing and as the floor 
show accompaniment. Jose Manzan- 
ares is the rhumba group. The Cuban 
oi ta has plenty for the tango- 
ists, 


VILLAGE BARN, N. Y. 


off 





Maxine Barrat, Vera Fern, Vira 
Niva, Schnickelfritz Band, Jack 
Sherr Orch. 





Schnickelfritz band, which heads 


this type of nitery. Its corny music, 
novel twists and all-round stuff goes 
over big. 

The Schnickelfritzers fit better in 


Paradise, where they played some 
time ago. 

Surrounding show is handled by 
Johnny Howard, personable m.c. He 
has a nice voice and uses crisp quips 
to break monotony of introducing 
different turns. Standing out in sur- 
rounding talent is the dance combo 
of Don Loper and Maxine Barrat, 

rogrammed as the De la Penhas, 

ut who are introduced under their 

names. Two pertly-garbed dancers 
work easily. After opening ballroom 
number, a waltz with variations and 
a peppy Parisian conceit are em- 
ployed as encores to vigorous re- 
turns. 

Vira Niva, billed as a Continental 
singing star, features Russian tunes 
but does equally well with a couple 
of American songs, including ‘Make 
Believe.’ She’s attractively gowned 
and a_ looker. 
brunet, does nicely with semi-acro- 
batic twists and high kicks. 

Jack Sherr, leader of V.B.’s or- 
chestra, is spotlighted for his one- 
man band repertoire, climaxing with 
clarinet and sax at same time. Or- 
chestra is properly geared for the 
room, Pappy is still present calling 
the square dances and running the 
| games for those who seem to go for 
| that sort of thing. Barn has become 
|} a ‘must’ stop for out-of-towners tour- 
ing the Village. Wear. 





Johnny Howard, Don Loper &| 





new show here, is made to order for | 


this environment than at the uptown | 


Vera Fern, petite; 





NEW 





NORA SHERIDAN 

With Alien Jones 

Songs 

7 Mins. 

Le Reuban Bleu, New York 


Allen Jones to Nora Sheridan is 
more than a piano player. He’s her 
author, and that means he’s more 
than 50% of Miss Sheridan’s act, al- 
though she’s a competent enough in- 
terpreter of the saucy lyrics he’s 
fashioned for her. But it’s the ma- 
terial primarily. 

Miss Sheridan is an alumna of the 
chorus, from accounts, who decided 
that there was gold in them thar 
double-entendres, and she’s proving 
it. First off, she is a fetching per- 
sonality with a wide-eyed expression 
that almost wholly disarms the lyri- 
cal spice. Furthermore, the word- 
age isn’t just dirty—it’s clever. 

Her opener, wherein she explains 
why she ‘can’t sing a dirty song,’ is 
a gem. Thereafter, accompanist 
Jones has taken ‘Remember Me’ and 
“‘Week-end of a Private Secretary’ 
and parodyized them into rhapso- 
dies. Former is a pert paraphrase, 
and the rhumba-rhythmed discourse 
is done a la 10th avenoo, a credit to 
the writing and the interpretation. 

Nora Sheridan is new, but she’ll 
be heard from pronto, especially in 
the smarter boites which, being so- 
called ‘smart,’ accept the spice where, 
in other environment, it might be 
deemed raw. That’s just one of the 
vagaries of cafe society. Abel. 


DIZZY DEAN and BOB ELSON 
Gab 

12 Mins.; One 

Palace, Chicage 


Dean is a great diamond attraction, 
and Elson has plenty of following as 
a baseball and sports spieler over 
WGN and Mutual. But this baseball 
and ether strength is not translated 
to the stage. 

This is a typical ‘personal appear- 
ance’ in the dreariest sense of the 
phrase, since neither Elson nor Dean 
offer entertainment but merely a 
chance to get a load of Dean in per- 
son. He is interviewed in the same 
setup that Elson uses for his be- 
fore-the-game gabfests at the ball- 
park, but nothing happens. Dean 
tells a couple of anecdotes which 
have no particular punch for the 
general public, but he does say he’s 
glad to be with the Chicago Cubs. 
Then he names an all-star ball club. 
While he’s catching his breath Elson 
tips the audience off to the way in 
which off-the-tape broadcasts are 
made. 

At the show caught Dean kept 
shading his eyes to peer out into the 
auditorium. He begins counting. He 
gets up to 10, then he quits and 
laughs. He shrugs his shoulders. 
he’s got a split figure to shoot at in 
his contract. He’ll make more money 
in the pinochle game backstage than 
he will from that sharing ee 

old. 





DICK and LEOTA NASH 
Variety 
13 Mins. 
Earle, Philly 

Nice-looking brother and sister 
act provide good medium-priced 
comedy fill-in turn. With a variety 
of talents, all pretty much good for 
chuckles, they sustain interest and 
are satisfactory divertissement with- 
cut exhibbing anything sensational. 

Get under way with a n.s.h, gag of 
attempting to sing through a dead 
mike and then turn to patter be- 
tween them, good. Resort to a bit of 
knockabout, kicking each other in 
the seat of humor, which is funny 
enough as they do it. Followed by a 
burlesque of Ginger Rogers and 
Fred Astaire dancing, very good. 
Then, while gal skips off, he turns 
to rope-spinning and gagging, a la 
Will Rogers, getting in some telling 
laughs, in a slow, dry way of deliv- 


‘ering. Femme returns recostumed to 


reveal oke gams, there’s more chat- 
ter, knockabout and a flash finale of 
both skipping through a rope, which 
is good. Herb. 





HAZEL FRANKLIN 
Ice-skating 

10 Mins. 

Duquesne Garden, Pitt 

Little 13-year-old whiz from Eng- 
land is a miniature edition of Sonja 
Henie. Nothing quite like the young 
lady on ice aside from the incom- 
parable Swede and tiny Miss Frank- 
lin’s bound to be right up there with 
her in a couple of seasons. Kid has 
everything, looks galore—resembles 
Shirley Temple—and talent that re- 
veals plenty of hard work and train- 
ing. 

Nothing youngster can’t do on 
the silver blades, and she makes it 
look graceful and simple. Takes the 
toughest spins in her stride, upright 
and in a sitting position; cuts every 
possible fancy figure; executes 
everything at amazing speed and 
does it all with class and showman- 
ship that belie her years. 

Kiddie is smartly gowned, too, 
which helps considerably, but in any 
kind of outfit, she’d be a sensation. 
Her youth makes it doubly easy for 
Miss Franklin, but she doesn’t de- 
pend on that. Gets by strictly on 
merits and makes the best of them 
look none too good. A natural for 
pix—and anything else. Cohen. 


VARIETY 45 
= — 
ACTS 
ERIC BLORE 
Comedy 
7 Mins. 


Earle, Philly 

Famed ‘gentleman’s gentleman’ of 
the screen making his first p.a. in 
this country this week following re- 
turn from work on the WB lot in 
England. Booking was made at the 
last minute, and Blore evidences he 
had no opportunity to get anything 
in the way of material. With some- 
thing to do and something to say, 





English comic would be a natural. 
As it is, although he works hard, he 
has nothing to work with. and he’s 
pretty much an interlude. Whatever 
value he has is strictly from a mar- 
quee standpoint, certainly not from 
entertainment. 


With his pleasing personality and 
his humorous English diction, Blore 
has a good start right off the bat. 
Trucking onto the stage to swing 
music it’s ludicrous enough to be 
funny. But there it stops, Frankly 
admitting to the audience that the 
jokes and stories*he knows are blah, 
he sets out to prove it and does. 
‘After a few duds, goes into a de- 
scription of an international chess 
game as one of the network sports 
gabbers would do it. Follows with 
burlesque of English announcer do- 
ing the Grand National at Aintree, 
It’s all very slow. Likewise his at- 
tempts at pattering ditties. 

_ Better no doubt would be to drag 
in the names of some pix in which 
he has played and perhaps resort to 


| the old stuff of doing a scene from 


one or more of them. Working as a 
gentleman’s gentleman, with a 
straight-man as the gent, would also 
seem to have better possibilities for 
keeping him in his element and gag- 
ing. Herb. 





BURT LAYTON’S 4 FLIRTS 
Dancing 

10 Mins. 

Plaza Cafe, Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh dance instructor, Burt 
Layton, has picked out four attrac- 
tive young femmes and worked out 
a flash dance act that looks like the 
goods. It’s something on the order 
of the old two-a-day hoofing turns 
brought up to date and made to con- 
form with modern nitery require- 
ments. Would also fit into theatre 
work but with present setup it’s bet- 
ter suited to cafe floors. 

Layton works along with the quar- 
tet, all of them able tap-terpers and 
with enough production novelty to 
eliminate the curse of conventional- 
ity. They start with a dance built 
around ‘In My Merry Oldsmobile.’ 
Dressed in old-time auto dusters and 
get the Gay Nineties stuff across 
nimbly in footwork. Later come out 
with gals in scanties and Layton tails 
and each of them carrying a minia- 
ture xylophone. on which they tap 
out minor little tunes between steps. 
It’s cute and over big. 

Flirts, all good-lookers, can also 
contribute a specialty, ranging all 
the way from toe ballet to acrobatics. 
Versatile quintet is okay for any- 
body’s floor. Cohen. 





ROY ROGERS and Co. (3) 
Cowboy Songs 

17 Mins. 

Colonial, Lincoln, Neb. 


Yokelry will bite on a certain 
bashful charm possessed by Repub- 
lic’s singing star, Roy Rogers, who 
bowed in here for the beginning of 
six weeks of personal appearnces 
which will take him east to Boston. 
Rogers is no greenie on p.a,’s, hav- 
ing been the organizer of the hill- 
billy outfit, Sons of the Pioneers, 
which, sans himself, rides with a 
screen contract at Columbia. With 
a trio at his back, accordion, fiddle 
and mandolin. he sings five tunes 
from his four films so far, and throws 
in a little homely talk and homelier 
gags. All get over strong with the 
adolescent trade and satisfactory to 
the western clientele. 

Rep is paying the freight on this 
tour to establish Rogers further, 
after his sudden a into the 
breach last spring when Gene Autry 
was pouting for more money. Barn. 


Nitery Placements 


Onyx Club, N. Y., switched shows 
Friday (25) bringing in Merry Macs, 
quartet from radio, who make their 
night club debut; Carl Kress, guitar- 
ist; Dr. Sausage and Pork Chops, 
swing sextet; Jack Connors, vibra- 
phone, and Jack Jenney’s orchestra. 

Greta Keller, Le Ruban Bleu. 

Paul and Grace Hartman return to 
Persian Room, Hotel Plaza, N. Y., 
Jan. 17. 

Ruth Landi, Jane Manner, Vera 
Fern. Le Mirage. N. Y., Nov. 26. 

Dolly Dayis, Bill Woodrow chirp- 
ing at Hotel Lexington, N. Y. 

Jerry Kruger, swing songstress, re- 
cently at Famous Door, N. Y., torche 
ing at Leon & Eddie's, N. Y., Dec. 6. 











Andrews Sisters. Belmont Plaza 
hotel, N. Y., Dec. 13. 

Carol Bruce, recently at Midnight 
reo N. Y., switches to Hi-Hat Club, 
Chicago, Dec. 2, 
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VARIETY 





SEE eee 











NEXT WEEK (Dec. 5) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 


THIS WEEK (Nov. 28) 


show, whether fuil or split week 


Variety Bills 


| Hotel Plaza 


| Eddy Duchin Ore 
Don de Vodi Ore 
Merton Downey 

| Maurice & Cordoba 

| Hetel Roosevelt 

| Guy Lombardo Orc 


| Hetel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Lew Parkerson 
Tom Low 

Dwight Fiske 


Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 

Le Mirage 
Geo Edmunds Ore 
Harry Herton Orc 
Burton Devant 
Vera Fern 
Ruth Landi 


Le Ruban Bleu 








Loew | 


| 











NEW YORK CITY )3 Harvards 
State (1) | EVANSVILLE | 
George Jessel Majestic (1-3) | 


Everybody Swing 
WASHINGTON 


Dixie Dunbar 
Readinger 2 | 
Skating Marvels Capitol (2) } 
Josephine Huston | Rhythm Rockets | 

BALTIMORE | Jay C. Plippen 


Century (1) Vox & Walters 
Johnny Woods | Deane Janis | 
Sinclair 2 ’ Paul Gordon | 





Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY | Reddingtons 
Paramount (36) 








Count Basie Or DULUTH 

0 ’ JIT « , 

Sister Tharpe Garrick (2-4) 

Buck & Bubbles Maior Bowes Co 

a | KANSAS CITY 

Lindy Hoppers | = “ 
BUFFALO | Newman (2) 


| Chick Webb Orc } 
Elia Fitzgerald 
ST. CLOUD 
| Paramourt (6 enly) 
' Major Bowes Co 


Buffalo (2) 
Major Bowes Co 
CHIC ACE 

Chicago (2) 
John Boles 





| 











STATE, NEW YORK 
READINGER TWINS 
ROXY, NEW YORK 
TOMMY TRENT 
JACK and JANE BOYLE 


Via: MARK J. LEDDY 








RLS ED 


a 








RKO 


NEW YORK CITY 
Muste Halli (1) 
Rolf Holbein 
Robert Weede 
Beatrice Joyce 











CLEVELAND 

Palace (2) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Ross Wyse Jr 


Art Frank Mare Ballero 
Henrietta Schumann | Betty Lou 
Rockettes (24-1) 


Holland & Hart 
Bob Williams 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 


Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
CHICAGO 











Provincial 








Week of November 28 


ABERDEEN 





Jack Le Dair 


Gerry Morton Ore 
Dell O'Dell 








Hotel Waldorf- 
teria 


As 
(Empire Room) Cc 
| Benny Goodman Or 


(Sert Room) 


Emil Coleman Orc Onyx Club 
ae wo Jack Jenney Orc 
— Merry Macs 


Draper | 
Hotel Warwick 
| 
| 


Virginia Uppercu 
R’yal Lukewela B’ys 


Carl Kress 
Seus'ge & Pk Chops 
Jack 


Mon Paris 
harlie Murray Ore 


Connors 

















Cabaret Bills ) 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 

Bandbox 
Jim Luneceford Ore 
Dan Grissom 
Gladys Palmer 

Barney Gallant’s 
Angela Velez 


Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Iilis Dion 





Palace (2) Ben . = 
town Rev Great Yacopis 
oe (25) COLUMBUS 





“ ing tah ong 
ypsy ose Lee 
SCHENECTADY 


Biltmorettes 
Gracie Barrie 
Ross & Stone 


Diz Dean & Elson Proector’s (1-3) 
Tomack & R Bros | Blue Barron Ore 
CINCINNATI Kidoodlers 
Shubert (2) Lew Parker Co 
Joan Norris 


Horace nye Ore 
Bernivici Coe 


S Barrone & Knapp 
B & I Lazzari 





Warner 











NEW YORK CITY 
Stanley (25) 
Strand (2) Roger Pryor Ore 
Ted Lewis Orc Ann Miller 
BROOKLYN Maxine Sullivan 
Strand (2) Wiere Bros 
Slim & Slam EA yg damp 
Patricia Norman c oran 
Hassett & Lomak PORTSMOUTH 
Eleanore Whitney . La Roy (2-3) 
(25) Berniviei Co 
Carl Emmy WASHINGTON 
Hal LeRoy Earle (2) 
Gil Lamb Co Arren & Broderick 
Molly Picon Gae Foster Gis 
Billie Co Dick Foran 
Midgie Fellows en Tr 
LANCASTER 4 Dudleys 
Capttel (5-6) 7, 
Will Osborne Ore | PXtricia, Norman 
PHILADELPHIA Gae Foster Gls 
Earle (2) West & McGinty 
Gang Busters YORK 
2 Strand (30-1) 
Will Osborne Ore 





(26) 
Jan Savitt Ore 


Eleanor Etheridge 
Velyne Hague 
Helen Dell 
Roberta Kent 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charles Touchetts 
John Panter 
John Bhot ~ 
Don Cortez... 
Jim Phillipe © 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willara- 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnetly 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Graver 
Joe Howard 
Stephen Iles 


Beulevard Tavern 
(Eimhurst, L. ti) 
C’ntinentat Thrill’rs 
Mac Arthurs 
Cameron Crosby. 
Audrey Noonan 
Donna & Darrell 
Earle Hart 
Mickey Feeley 
Vivien Francis 
Lois Kaye 

Bobby Bernard. 
Jan Fredrics Ore 


Brick Club 
Hot Lips Page Ore 
Casa Manana 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Lou Holtz 

Veloz & Yvilanda 
Benny Fields 
Abbott & Costello 
Helen Morgan 

B Minevitch Ce 
Gaston Palmer 
Dela Lind 








| Independent 


Kay Parsons 
Betty Hutton 


Chez Firehouse 
Al Evans Ore 








NEW YORK CITY 





John Haysradt 





Tony Kraber 
as "yr rages Clifton & Miley 
Roxy (2) ese (2) 
Roger Pryer Ore 
& Robbins Red Skelton Club 18 
6 Antaleks Barr & Estes Jack White 
Geo Byron Variety Gambols Jerry Blanchard 
J & J Boyle MEMPHIS Doe Lee 
Connie Trent (2) Shad Mitchell 
CHICAGO Jimmy Dorsey Orc | Pat Harrington 
Oriental (2) MILWAUKEE Frankie Hyers 
Tola Lane Riverside (25) Willie Grogan 
Mignone Stroud 2 Leila Gaynes 
Max Terhune Vernon & Draper Beale St Boys 
ae et oem — & G Andrews Ore 
Stadler oze ‘oeds Gaue 
Randolph Avery Co ‘ Novelle Bros | Club he 
Dimitri & Virgil 
' Rhumberas 





London 





, La Carmelita 
Nedra Madera 





Week of November 28 


Astoria D. H. Lena Cross 
@ Yuk Ching Adam Orch 
Dominion CAMDEN TOWN 
3 Manley Bros Gaumont 


Leslie Strange 
Trocadere 
Arthur Prince 


Leslie Jeffries 3% 
PH 


* ¢ 
. 


Gali-Gali Troise Mandotiers 
2 Twos » fom Moore & N 
Ann Canning vanda 

Bennie Hill EAST HAM 
Dorothy Careless Granada 
Frank Bailey Eddie Gray 





Claude Chandler Jack Francois 


Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Nena Montes 
Ricardo Sandranel 
Audrey Ely 


Cotten Club 


Cab Calloway Ore 
Nicholas Bros 
Berry Bros 

W C Handy 
Dandridge Sis 
Sister Tharpe 
Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 
June Richmond 
Jigsaw Jackson 





Carter & Bowie Ernie Holst Ore 

Nellie Paley El Rie 
Bill Bertelotti’s Bobby Parks Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 


Helen Reynolds Gis 


Vodery Choir 


El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Paqguita Dominguez 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Los Calaveras 
Dorita & Valero 
Senorita Palema 


El Moereeeo 


Terry Lawlor 
Minor & Root 
Famous Door 


Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 


Greenwich Village 
Casine 





Ray O'Hara Ore 
Larry MacMahon 
Diana: Reed 
Denise 


--Liberto & Owen 


Eleanor Wood & D 
Murray & Best 


Havana- Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanite Sanabria Or 
Carlos & Carito 
Pancho & Dolores 
| Felipe de Flores 
Sarita Herrera 


em, Rosita Ortega 
ck 

a4 Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore r 


Hotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Vincent Bragale Orc 
Dario & Diane 
Eleanor French 
Renee de Janette 
H’tel Belment-Pilaza 
Val Olman Ore 
Diosa CostelNo 
Gwen Williams 
Gloria. Grafton 
Ray Heatherton 
Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kaye 
3 Little Words 
Rochelle & Lola 
Ginger Harmon 
Hetel Commodere 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Les Brown Ore 
Miriam Shaw 
Johnny Johnson 
Hotel Essex Heusce 
Nat Brandwynne Or 
Claire Martin 
Motel Gev. CHatoo 
Eddy Mayenoff Ore 
Beity Gale 

Mete!l Lineoin 
Artie Shaw Orc 
Helen Forrest 

Hotel MeAtpin 
J Mesaner Ge 
Gonzales & Menen 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 


Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Peter Kent Orc 


Edythe Wright 
Sandovals py Rak 
Cheb Yuemert 3 Esquires 
Don Mario Orc Helen Myers 


Ross MacLean 
Skeets Herfurt 
Dorothy Wilkens 
Joan Merrill 
Paul Rosini 
Lydia & Joresco 
Hotel Park Centra: 
Lee Myles Ore 
Peter Higgins 
Eltons 
Hetel Pennsylvania 
Kay Kyser Orc 
Crane z 

Hetel 
Harold Nagei Orc 











Tivoli McAdam & Bob 
2 Sehenks 12 Loretta Gls - 
Rooklyn Alex Lennox 
Pat Kirkwood N & P St John 
Renara M'rwoode & Rich'ds 
DUNDEE GLASGOW 
Palace Pavilion 
Afrique Jack Radcliffe 
| Loll Park Harold Dayne 
Hal Yates Vera McLean 
EDINBURGH Norman & Curnot 
} al Neller & Clair 
| Harry Gordon Pratova & Jules 
| Jack Helden 4 Smith Bros 
Kuda Bux 12 S Fisher Gls 



















CHARLES 
L TUCKER 


17 Shaftesbury Ave. 
London, England 


1939. 
* 


tiens from 





Hungaria | 
Gene Kardos Ore 
Bela Villanyi Ore 
Dorothy Blaire 
Byrnes & Swanson 


International Casino 


Vineent Travers Orc 
Val Ernie Orc 
Biteen O'Connor 
Tito & Valdez 
Eddie Rie & Bros 
Bood & Bood 


Shyrettos 3 
Grace & Nikko 
Marion Manning 
Maria Serban 


(Streets of Paria) 
Eddie Brandt Orc 
Sytvia St. Claire 
Rinaldi 
Marshall 3 
Mysto 

Iran Frank 

Ruth Etroth 
Senny Tucker 
Ivan Frank 

Jimmy Ketls’ 
Joe Capello Orc 
Gladys Faye 

Mary Lane 
Mentmartre Boys 
John Rockwood 
Vaughn Comfort 
Danny Higgins 
Ira Yarnell 
Sid Hawkins 
Tanya 
Adra Cooper 
Carter & Schaub 
Lee Leslie 


@e la Planie 
Lyan & Deering 
Margaret Grey 

La Marquise 
Frances Connelly 
Harelaé Leonard 
Barl, Dowg & Cal 

Larue 

Eddie Davis Orc 


Booked Paul Draper thru 
Ingalls & Davies at Cafe de 
Paris, LONDON. Poulsen 
& Stocco, joint managing 
directors acclaimed him one 
of the best attractions played 
there the last ten years. Re- 
booked five weeks March, 


Larry Adler, one of the 
most outstanding importa- 
Ameriea has 
played solidly for three 
years under my direction 
and is now one of our big- 
gest box office attractions. 


MORE NEXT WEEK | 











Booked Bob Bromley 
thru Ingalls & Davies for 
eight weeks; now booked 
solid for eight months. 


Pelham Heath Inn 
Eric Correa Ore 
June Lorraine 
Marcia Harris 
Alice Dudley 
Kenneth Bostock 


Place Elegante 
Bill Farreil 


Wally Shulan 
Leo Lazaro Ore 


Plantation €lob 
Skeets Tolbert Ore 
Barrington Guy 
Valda 

Moke & Puke 
Collins & Beasley 
Avon Long 

Lillian Fitzgerald 
Conway & Parks 


Paradise 
Dick Angle Ore 
Della Carroll 
Harry Jackson 
Noll & Noland 
Frank Paris 
Gloria Day 
Gloria Whitney 
Mexicali 3 


Pepper Pot 
Joe D’ Andrea Ore 
Harold Aloma Orc 
Bill Seully 
O'Hanlon & Del R 
Jimmy Calva 
Peggy Browne 
Barbara Lane 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Orc 

esgy Ware 
Katherine Tate 
Corlies & Palmer 
Florence Herbert 
Ann White 
Rainbow Grill 


McFarlands Ore 
Jndy Abbott 





Joseph Smith Ore 





Graziella Parraga 


Mariyan & Michael 


A! Donanue Ore 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Paula Kelly 

Ruth Nigey 

Alee Templeton 
Estelle & LeRoy 


Russian Kretchma 
Volodia Katov Ore 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Saksonsky 
Simeon Karavaeff 





Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 


Beverly Wilshire 
Bray Sis 
Harry Owens Ore 
Bilt mere 
Shirley Rust 
Jerry Stewart 
Ronald & Roberta 
6 Danwills 
Bud & His Buddies 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Hal Derwin 
Shep Fields Ore 
Cafe Caliente 
EKlenita 
Diana 
Leo 
Luz Dasquez 
Juan Navarro 
Eddie Aguliar Ore 
Cafe De Paree 
Parisian Rev 
Cafe La Maze 
Vi Bradley 
Park Avenue Boys 
Clever Club 
Betty Bryant 
Perez Rumba Bd 
Stan Myers Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Rene DeMarco 
Wayne King Ore 
It Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 
Jerry’s Mandalay 
Tommy Howard 
George Junior 
Frankie Gallagher 
Oliver Alberti 
Jimmy Kerr Ore 
La Conga 
Renee & Estrella 
Little Chub 
Jane Jones 





Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 





Wednesday, November 30, 1938 








D’Avaios Dancers 
Village Barn 
Freddie Fisher Orc 
Jack Sherr Ore 

Vira Niva 
Johnny Howard 


Whirling Top 


Geo Morris Ore 
Russell Dracken 
Irene Stanley 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 


Hotel Sherry- Greta Keller Marusia Sava Jerry White 
. f Netherland Nora Sheridan Daria Birse ana’ Gate 
opening day o Tcharkovsky Orc Elsie Houston Michel Michon Wivel 
Geo Seherben Morgane Mischa Osdonoff Cisvies & 
Hotel St. Morifz | Hayward & Allen | Kiavdia Kapelova | [harley Bowman Or 
’ i a 
Besil Fomees fre ee gos gad Sergei Ignatenko ones LeBerés 
DeHaven & Page SHREWSBURY eee abe | toe ae oO Stork Clab Al Small 
Gordon Ray Gls Granada Theod're enesha | Lou Martin re Sonny Kendis Ore | 104 Lester | 
Johnny Nit | Savoy Jr Ba Hotel St. Regis | Elinor Troy Jose Lopes Ore Eleanor Ethridge 
Bart Allison | J Maskeleyne Co (Iridium Room) B ord sis 9 Shirley Gay 
Baby & B Beams | 4 Hermans Charles Baum Ore + came Pip —e | Swing Rendezvous | Alice St John 
Jock McAuley | Johnson Clark Sam Jarvis ack Lane Bob Warren Ore Bernice Stevens 
PREMIER | Leon & Lucette Guy Owen | Rosita & Anita Jack Laurie Ebbe Gyldenkrone 
. , | Beams Babes Simpson Sis ly = Bennett Prinec'ss White Wing Yacht Club 
Younkman’s Bd |B BC Singer rothy Lewis Bay pra Patti Mar 
, r , Dorothy Lew: Iris Adrian atti Marsh Hal Hope Ore 
HAMMERSMITH | SOUTHALL (Maisonette Russe) Pe » Ww e 6 Louis Sterling Fat Wal 
Palace Palace Mathey Orc var “weer Vivian Vaughn Vel tretea” 
DeVito Ore | enn erate Bva Ortega ated Little Club Charlotte Carlton Yvonne Monoft 
ISLINGTON | “STRATFORD Boris Belastozky =| pee Wee Russell Or | Ronnie King | Sinclair 2 
Blue Hall |. "alii Serge Abagoff Edith Roark ; | Blue Drake 
ue | Broadway tedda Petry | Versailles in ; 
| Paddy Drew Younkman’s Bé Gedda se Dolores Farris | ‘ harles Kemper 
Denvers } TOOTING Michael Greben a M Bergere Ore | Ken Nichols 
LEYTONSTONE Granada Hotel Taft Midnight Sun Panchito Ore Myra Johnson 
alte | Troise Mandoliers Enoch Light Ore | Zack Melvin Ore Elia Logan Colstons 
Harvard Boys | Vine, Moore & N Peggy Mann | Emily von 1L.oese 
(SHEPH’RDS BUSH| WOOLWICH Yeorge Hines Evelyn Rainey LOS ANGELES 
Pavilion Granada Light Brigade Jean Landes Rall Z 
De Vito Ore Hughie Green Gang Bert Foth Omar’s Dome 


Charles Earl 
Eddy & Tours 
Beau Lee 

Geo Redmond Ore 


Palomar 
Ruby LeCrist 
Bankoff & Cannon 
Johnson Bros 
Collegiate 4 


Gene Krupa Ore 


Paris ton 
Beverly & Revel 
Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Ken Henryson 
Henry Monet 
Tony DeMarco 
Marsha Noleen 
Chuck Henry Ore 
P Selznick’s Club 
Norma Young 
Marco & Ramola 
Kay Marlowe 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 

Seven Seas 
Eddie Bush 3 
Al McIntyre 
Danny Kawanna 
Kay Kanaai 

Somerset House 
Nonie Mitchell 
Lynn Martin 
Hal Chancellor 
Harry Ringland 

Topsy’s 
Elmer 
Bernice Farrington 
Talia 
Marcella Blanton 
Lois Saunders 
Chuck Foster Orc 


Trocadero 
Bob Grant Ore 
Chuz Perez 
Raye & Naldl 
V Hugo Restaurant 
Griff Williams Ore 
Charlie Bourne 


CHICAGO 


Bali Bali 
Bert Gilbert 
Kay Armin 
Park & Lane 
Jordan 2 
Dorothy Dawa 
Bali Gls 

Stan Norris Ore 
Al Milton Ore 


Bismarek Hotel 
(Walnut Reom) 


Art Kassel Ore 
Marion Holmes 
Betty Grey 
Darlene O'Day 
Billy Leach 
Frank Payne 
Mayfields & Virg 


Blackhawk 
Jan Garber Ore 
Jack Gaulke Ore 
Audrey Dempsey 
Frederic & Yvonn 
Mildred Fenton 
Rudy Rudisill 
Lee Bennett 
Fritz Heilbron 
Blacketene Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 
Playboys Ore 
Betty Borden 
Blondies 
Dolores Green 
Riearde & Hitana 
Fritzie Bey 
Edna Leonard 
La Marsha 
Connie Rogers 
Harry Hoyer Ore 
Bee Rogers 
Eleanor Johnson 
Mickey O'Neil 
Wanda Devon 
Blue Geose 
Frances Roinas 
Alice Hanson 
Sid Schaps 
Evelyn White 
Buck Hunt 
4 Hits & a Miss 
Harry Singer Ure 


Brevoort Motel 

(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katroi 
Norma Baliaré 


Broadment 


Herb Rudolph Ore 
Loretta Owens 
Sally Hyde 
Billy Fargo 
Bee Jones 
Jane Cline 
Pat & Jerry 
Adorabtes 
Henry Simons 
Caravan 
Eddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 
Chez Pares 
Kddie Garr 
Frazee Sis 
Varsity 8 
Ruth Petty 
Juvelys 








Aurelia Colomo 


Low Harper 


Bob Hanon 

Lou Breese Ore 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorables 


Cleb Al 


Larry Ross 
Steen Bright 
Pan Winters 
Vivian Gregory 
Doris Gregory 
Leo Franz Ore 


Club Alabam 


Jacqueline Allen 
Tom Murray 
Red Barger 
Country Hunt 
Jack Irving 
Mildred Jordan 
Allen Cole 
EMe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Spanish 
Gale Parker 
Fowler & Walsh 
Bddie Mark 
Pinky Tracy 
Bob Davis Orc 
Loretta DeBoer 
Colony Club 
Maxine Sullivan 


Jose Manzanares Or 
Hugo dePauls Orc 
Cotosimos 


B & F Gilbert 
Jackson, Reeves & 8 
Inga Borg 

DeMay, Moore & M 
Roberta Roberts 


Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 





Jean Gay 
John Oscar 
Rhythm Willie 
Mary Russell 
Lillian Russell 
Sam Theard 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Drake Hotel 
(Geld Coast Room) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Fred Joyce 
Rolly & V Pickert 
Mare Ballero 
Duteh’s 
Ralph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta 


(Marine Keoem) 
Jay Mills Ore 
Frank Payne 
Burton 2 
Harriet Smith Gis 

El Dempo 
Bernie Green 
Sally O'Day 
Jackie Baker 








Jane Raye 
Dot Keith Gis 
Ginger Veins 
Eddy Makins 
Phyliss Brooks 
Vv Canova Ore 
Esther Whittington 
Juanita & Hight 
Bryan Wolf 
Irma Brahn 
Corine Gilbert 
Castellanos Ore 
4th Club 
Homer Roberts 
Ruth Barton 
Kstelle Ellis 
Jeanne 
Shirley Lucky 
Shorty Ball Ore 
Pranke’s Casine 
Bill Ferber 
Nadja 
Ann Davis 
Bates & Chapin 
Tonya 


| Alvena 


Dick Hardin 
Thelma Marland 


Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 90s 
Joan Rogers 


Joan Joyce 
Marion Peters 
Vee Ames Gls 
Geo Anderson 
Lew King 
Celleen 

B Danders Jr Ore 
Giay Paree 
Wellington 

Eve Yvonne 


Ore 


Mickey Dunne 
Virg O'Brien 
Miss Bilis 


Bernice Bodel 
Bob Riley Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Geoding 
Dottie Saunders 
Streamline Sue 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gls 
Earl Hines Ore 


Graemere Hotel 

(Glass House Rm) 

Don Pedro Orc 

Joe Vera 

Bob Edwards 

Ruth Arden 

Dale Evans 

Kitty Lee 

Harry's N Y¥ Cab’ret 

Mildred Rock 

Natasha 

clit Winehill 

Dorothy Wahl 

Jean Mode 

Art Buckley 

Al Wagner 

Billie Myers 

Lee Berling 

Dorothy Johnson 

Rankin Gls 

Charles Engel Ore 

Hickory inn 

Dictators Ore 

Fred Casey 

Terry O'Toole 
Hi Hat 

Al Bernie 

Nat Cherney 

8 Orchids 


Kretlow 
June Glory 
Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 
Jerry Marks Ore 
Jerry Gerlard 
Enid Phillips 
Louise Verhofft 
Virginia Maye 
Laser Gale Sis 
Billy Banks 
Hashi & Osali 
Joe Kalmus Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Gypsy 4 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Kings Jesters 
Mary Milan 
Liberty ine 
Stanley Mack 
Mickey Sheridan 
Pam Adair 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Barney Richards Or 

MeGraws 
George DeCosta 
Jack Tilson 
Chick Williams 
Jane Imes 
Dooley 
Uella Thomas 
Marion Miller 
Phil Chinard 
Chuck Andrews 


McLaughline 
Charlene 
Paty Ruth 
Tonita 
Marita Ryan 
Mickey Dunn 
Sammy Bari 
Jules Novit Ore 


Melody Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 


Miami Club 
Belva White 
Karl Rickard 
Spencer & Foleton 
Alice Tannen 
Bob-O-Lyn Gls 
Johony Parkers Or 
Millstone 
Ann Millstone 
Ann Howard 
Trene Fortez 
Roy Swift Ore 
Minuet Club 
Erna Lind 
Ceokie Sidet 
Johnny Elliot 
Dor’thy DeHought’n 
Gayle Lawrence 
Art Fisher Orc 
Rita DeVore 
Morrison Hotel 
——- Oyster 


oune) 
Manfred Gottheif 


Nameless Cafe 


3 Loose Screws 
Ona Maye 





Ed Leon 


=== 


Evelyn Waters 
RaMundi's Ore 
Heien Samms E 


Old Heidetberg 
Old Heidel 
Avis Kent bere Ce 
Octet 
Geo Gunther Ore 


Paddock Club 
Flo Whitman R 
Nyra Lou Be, 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Genevieve Val 
Sharone 
Patsy DuBrae 
Frances Kay 
Rex Griffiths 
Jerry Frost 
Clint Wright Ore 

Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Orrin Tucker Orc 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
Sextette 
Gower & Jeanne 
Jack Stair 
Beverly Allen 


| Jean Florian 
| Abbott 


Dancers 
Phil Dooley 
Paredy Club 

Freddie Abbott 
Marita Ryan 
Honey Lee 
Freddie Janis Ore 
Pew Wow 
Jimmy Ames 
Dolly Moss 
Marice & Maurini 
Veronica McKay 
4 Vagabonds 
Steve Stutiand Ore 
Rose Bowl 
Willie Shore 
Armida 
Ann Paige 
Meta Carlyle 


Ore 


Pol-Mar Gis 
Burke Sis 
Al White 


Allen Kane Ore 
Royale Frolics 
Frances Willis 
Bee Kalmus 
Eddie White 
LeBarron 3 
Selma Marlowe 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Inn) 
Buddy Rogers Ore 

Dick Kissinger 
Elizabeth Kilton 
Joe Murphy 
Dezzo Retter 
Polly Day 
Mile Mignone 
Tony Marks 
Carl Marx 
Prince Omar 
8 Marines 
Don & A LeMaire 
Boots McKenna Gle 
Dome 
Tony Marks 
Spinsters 
Marie Sari 
Silver Cloud 
Eleanor Leonard 
Ken Leslie 
Rixfords 
Marge LaTour 
Harvey & Haxton 
Dot Peterson 
Kitty Dawn 
Dorothy Stone 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
3 Tops 
Johnny McFall Ore 
Silver Frolics 


Vivian Hall 
Joe Kaschur 
Balaine Rabey 
Roma Noble 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gis 
Jessie Rosella 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 
Sherry 

Yvette 

B & L Cook 
Collette 
Carmen 

Lois Cornwall 
Joel & Annette 
Mary Jane Brows 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli $3 


Sky Rocket 


Marjorie Whitney 

Dictators 

Mathews & Shaw 

4 Kings 

B Tanks Socialites 
Stevens Hotel 

(Continental Room) 


Carlos Molina Ore 

Billy Rayes 

Houston & Hardin 

Lucio Garcia 

Marguerite Meyers 
Stockade Ina 

Charles Chaney 

Subway 

Ray King 

Val du Val 

Opal Adair 

Kitty Swansor 

Adeline 

Debs 

Ozzie 


Jackson Orc 


Susi-Q 
Dick Buckley 
Molly Manner 
Betty Harris 
Patricia Blore 
Nita LaTour 
Edith Principle 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 


Alma Smith 
Leonard Reed f 
Car’line Richards’® 
Eunice & Uzzie 
James Phillips 
Charlies & Eloise 
Del Bright Ore 
Thompson’s 16 
Ray Reynolds 
Patsy Thomas 
Joan Dawn 
Charles & Mary 
Millie Travis 
Julie Waltz 
Hazel Freeman 
Three Deuces 
Cleo Brown 
Baby Dodds 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 
Tower isn 


Helen DuWayne 
Inez Gonen 
George Arnold 





Frank Davis Or‘ 


} (Continued on page 55) 
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3 Bway Musicals Sing Out the News 
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FTP Believed Excluded from Cuts 
In Move to Slice N.Y.’s WPA Rolls: 
But Equity Assn Thinks Otherwise 


That the order to reduce the 
Works Progress Administration per- 
sonnel in New York would affect the 
Federal Theatre Project was not cer- 
tain early this week. Understand- 
jing around the project’s headquar- 
ters is that the cut applies only to 


those working on state and city pro- 
jects. FTP is on a national setup. 

Equity, however, believes other- 
wise and telegrams of protest were 
sent President Roosevelt and Harry 
L. Hopkins. A letter along more de- 
tailed lines went to Paul Edwards, 
Administrator in New York, stating 
that 25% of the membership needed 
relief jobs. WPA funds for the 
theatre project will be exhausted by 
March 1 and it’s expected the next | 
congress will make further provision 
for the FTP. No ‘pink slip’ trouble 
has cropped up since last season. 
Early in the summer the theatre 
complement was ordered increased 
by 300 under a plan to tour the re- 
lief shows. This fall several have 
been sent to the road but only one 
new play has been presented on 
Broadway, ‘The Big Blow’ at the 
Elliott. 

Reorganize Administration 

With the idea of facilitating fresh | 
presentations, a reorganization of 
the theatre project’s administration 
in N. Y. has been made, Paul Ed- 
wards, the administrator, claimed 
the change is designed for efficiency 
and economy and that the cost per 
capita of operating the outfit is the 
lowest since the project started. 
Claimed a saving of between $5,000 
and $10,000 monthly will be effected. 

Direction of production remains 








with George Kondolf but theatre 
(Continued on page 54) 


‘American Way 
Delay Due To 
Backing Angle 


Money delay rather than the 
acript is said to have postponed “The 
American Way,’ projected for the 
Center, Radio City, New York. ‘Way’ 
is planned to be the season’s most 
costly production and calls for the 
year’s largest cast. Stated this week 
that rehearsals would start by mid- 
December. 

‘Way,’ which calls for 24 scenes, a 
cast of 70, plus 200 extras, was writ- 
ten by Moss Hart and George S. 








ducer. The authors were also slated 
to be on the managerial end, as they 
have been in a number of other 
shows, but it’s understood they are 
inclined to participate in writing 
Principally, if not to limit their ac- 
tivities entirely, to that end. Both 
Participated heavily in the produc- 
tion of ‘Sing Out the News,’ produced 
by Max Gordon, and are also in on 
‘The Fabulous Invalid,’ which they 
wrote. After ‘News’ opened at the 
Music Box, following delays in Phila- 
delphia, the duo stated their man- 
agerial yen was over. 

Last season, however, Kaufman 
and Hart, who wrote the book for 
I'd Rather Be Right,’ invested in that 
Production and are still sharing in its 
Profits in addition to the royalties 
from that show’s high grossing tour. 
Cost of producing ‘Way’ was first es- 
timated at $250,000 but the estimate 
for costumes alone was $92,000, indi- 
Cating the show might double the 
original budget. Costume setup, how- 
ever, was later reduced to $50,000. 

Among those said to be interested 
n the show is Gordon. A number 
of others who were expected to par- 
ticipate are not known to have as yet 





Wee, McCoy Take Over 
Stone’s ‘Lightnin’’ Tour 


Maplewood, N. J., Nov. 29. 
Fred Stone’s revival of ‘Lightnin’,’ 
currently playing a week of one- 
nighters in the east, is being taken 
over by O. E. Wee and Frank McCoy, 
and will be presented next week at 
their Maplewood theatre here. Un- 
derstood fold 
Saturday night (3) in New Haven, 
but if it clicks under the Wee- 
McCoy sponsorship, it may resume 
on its present basis, with Stone re- 

portedly owning the major share. 
Frank Bacon-Winchell Smith 
comedy had an engagement this fall 


show was slated to 


at the Golden, N. Y., under the spon- | 


sorship of John Golden. 


Suspend Cleveland Aud 
Aide for Irregularities 








Cleveland, Nov. 29. 


Probe of irregularities at Civic 
Auditorium, which houses three of 
Cleveland’s largest theatres, wound 
up with Superintendent Otto Hol- 
zinger being suspended for 30 days. 

Holzinger, who ha. held the job 
for 10 years, was blamed by audi- 
torium’s manager, Herbert Buck- 
man, for ‘loose practices.’ 
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terial Said to Be as Much | 
a Problem as Legit’s Lack 
of Picture Backing— 
Playwright Co.’s_ Indie 
Operation Also Affects 
Producers 





‘GUILD CLIQUE’ | 


While certain influences are at 
tempting to bring harmony to the 
Hollywood-Broadway situation, so 
that picture financing would be 
forthcoming to stimulate production, 
showmen think that acquisition of| 
worthwide scripts is just as much 
a problem as legit’s lack of film! 
backing. Equity is sponsoring a plan 
calling for the League of New York | 
Theatres to seek action by a joint} 
committee of authors and managers. | 
But it has not yet brought favorable | 
results. The League had negotiated | 
the basic contract, cause of the 
breach. with the Dramatists Guild. 
Either side has the right to call such 
a session but there has not yet been 
one. 


It’s claimed that the playwrights 
have virtually taken over the com- 
mitteeship, probably because the 
managers have been neglectful of 
their duties with the group. Charg- 
ed that a clique in the Guild has 
been dictating who will attend un- 


(Continued on page 50) 





Of Largest % of Tune Shows in Yrs.: 
Syracuse, Leave It, ‘Hellz’ Tops 





Really Counting Up 





Since the cast of ‘WHat a 
Life” at the Biltmore, New 
York, began working on a co- 
operative arrangement, the 
players are taking exceptional 
interest in the show’s takings. 
Not only does Ezra Stone, the 
juve lead, sit in the boxoffice 
before most performances to 


see how the ticket sale is going, 
but several of the cast have be- 
come adept at counting the 
house. 


During a scene in the second 
act of a performance last week 
one of the players whispered 
that the total receipts for the 
night were just under $600. 
Whereupon the other actor 
muttered, ‘You didn’t count the 
eight people who came in on 
passes, did you?’ 











B’way Goes H’wood 
To Cast Musical Show 


Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Leighton Brill, here to recruit 
talent for a new Jerome Kern-Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d musical on Broad- 
way next spring, expects to enlist 
50% of the cast from film players. 
New York, Brill stated, hasn’t 
enough available talent. 











hh Sorry 





but Mr. Jones is very busy and is leaving 


on a business trip—however I know he reads 


Variety—I’m sure you can reach him that way.” 





invested, 





Use Variety's Advertising columns 
every week to deliver your message 
.... and especially the Third of a 
Century Anniversary Issue to be 
published in December..... 


Reservations now— 
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With nine musicals current out of 
24 shows, Broadway has the largest 
percentage of tune shows presented 
during the fall in years. Last De- 
cember there were but three among 
approximately the same number of 
shows. The current musicals com- 
pare favorably in numbers to the 
boom season of 1927-28 when dur- 
ing the winter there were 20 mu- 
sicals. However, the list then num- 
bered more than 60 shows. 

Three of the new musicals are gross- 
ing $30,000 weekly and better. This 
figure has not been reached in some 
time. A fourth, too, is not far from 
that total. When legit was on high, 
and costly musicals had tops of $5.50 





and $6.60, grosses often bettered 
$40,000, and some reached $50,000. 
| But it’s been some seasons since 


tickets were priced more than $4.40. 
The current crop has four’shows at 
that top for the first time in sea- 
sons. 

Newest click is ‘Boys From Syra- 
cuse,’ which opened last Wednes- 
day (23) at the Alvin, where the in- 
dicated pace is better than $30,000. 
Show has already climbed to 
standee business. ‘Leave It To Me,’ 
at the Imperial, and ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
now at the Winter Garden, are the 
other front-runners, with the hold- 


(Continued on page 55) 


) Goddams' In 
Rice’s Play Ires 


Boston's Censor 








Boston, Nov. 29. 


John J. Spencer, city censor, who 
has been consistently conservative 
and obscure since he took office 
January of this year, stuck his neck 
out for the first time wien he locked 
horns with Elmer Rice, after the 
opening here of ‘American Land- 
scape’ Nov. 21, 


Donald Cook, cast as a Hollywood 
scenarist, uttered ‘goddam’ five times 
in speaking to his stage wife (Rachel 
Hartzell) during the preem. That 
brought the city censors down on 
the play. Rice burned, claiming he 
read the news before being officially 
notified of the cut, stating that the 
‘public should be the judge’ of what’s 
blue and criticising the technique of 
the local censors in tipping off the 
press before the producer. It was 
reported that Rice stated he would 
never again bring a play to Boston, 
but this was vigorously denied by 
his associates here. 


Spencer’s version of the incident 
contrasts sharply with the claims of 
Rice and Alfred G. Munro, city 
manager for the Shuberts, who also 
registered a squawk. The censor 
told Variety that although the ban 
story was: carried in the Tuesday 
afternoon papers, he had delivered 
by messenger notice of the deletions 
to Munro about one o’clock Tuesday 
afternoon. This is the customary 
procedure in notifying the manage- 
ment ef censored scripts. 


Spencer said the deletion was a 
routine matter since use of the 
Diety’s name in that manner on a 
stage violates a city ordinance and 
carries a penalty of a small fine. It 
is his policy, he said, to censor the 
use of the Lord’s name in vain in 
any stage show and had made simi- 
lar cuts in other productions since 
he had stepped into office. This is 
the first time the publicity spotlight 
has been focused upon him, however. 

Spencer is a newspaperman, him- 
self, being on Jeave of absence from 
the Boston Post during tenure of Sis 
censorship office. 
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Boys From Syracuse 


George Abbott production of two-act musi- 
cal comedy by Richard Rodgers and Lorenz 
Hart; book and staging by Abbott; scenery 
and lighting, Jo Mielziner; dances, George 
Balanchine; costumes, Irene Sharaff; Harry 
Levant conductor; Hans Spialek, orchestra- 
tions. Opened to $6.60 top at Alvin, N. Y., 


Nov. 23, '38; regular scale, $4.40 top. 
Singing Policeman.........-. Bob Lawrence 
Anether Policeman........ James Wilkinson 
Antipholus of Ephesus.....Ronald Graham 
Dromio of Ephesus......-....- Teddy Hart 
Dancing Policeman.....«.-- George Church 
Tae. cccacVicecccosesicec Clifford Dunstan 
Tailor’s Apprentice......6.e++5555 Burl Ives 
Antipholus of Syracuse........Eddie Albert | 
DPromio of Syracuse. ......+++-+« Jimmy Savo | 
Merchant of Syracuse......-.-. Byron Shores | 
Duke of Ephesus..........Carroll Ashburn 
MOBOGB ccs ccccccccsoced John O'Shaughnessy 
CS oo a 6 Bh oe oe 0. ce 8 Sed «he Ke Wynn Murray 
DEREERE D6 coc adios sé8b0eees we Muriel Angelus | 
CaP oc cccdaccecevccutsecMeaecy WenCtt tT 
SOPCOrer. ....cccccsessecessees Owen Martin | 
COMCOHRR. « kwrckiccsiccecosccess Betty Bruce | 
Secretary to Courtezan...... Heidi Vosseler 
Assistant Courtezan....... Dolores Anderson | 
AMNBOlO. 2 os ccccecsccccceccssees John Clarke 
Pirst Maid... ..cecsccccedss Florine Callahan | 
Second Maid... .....ccccsscssecs Claire Wolf 
WIE  DERIG ss oc ics cideccosctacs Alice Craig 
Merchant of Ephesus.....Clifford Dunstan 
DOCTORS . soc cccccscccecsccceses Flerence Fair 
Singers: Crace Albert, Laura Kellogg, 
Dolores Anderson, Armonce Wilkins, Mar- 
guerite Benton, Margaret Walsh, James 
Wilkinson, Joseph Scandor, Joe Granville, 


Herbert Wood. 


Dancers: Libby Bennett, Ruth Brady, 
Renee Cettel, Stella Clausen. Alice Craig, 
Bee Farnum, Ruth Gormly, Claire Harvey, 


l.ita Lede, Connie Lestie, Vivien Moore, 


Florine Callahan, Mildred Solly, Anna Mae 


Tesslo, Davenie Watson, Betty De Elmo, 
Claire Wolf, Micky Alvarez, Sidney Gor- 
den, Dan Karry. Tommy Lynch, Jack 
Malis, Edwin Mills, Harry Peterson, Joe 
Harris, Lee Tannen, Beau Tilden, HKobert 
Howard. 





George Abbott, Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart have a musical 
smash in ‘The Boys from Syracuse.’ 
While the libretto idea is old—not 
surprising, considering it’s Shake- 
speare’s ‘Comedy of Errors,’ the orig- 
inal mistaken-identity plot—the 1938 
streamlining by the collaborators has 
produced ‘Boys’ into highly palatable 
musical fare. 

The Rodgers and Hart score vies 
with an unusually canny casting 
om for the single outstanding high- 
ight of the production. It’s a toss- 
up whether the clever words-and- 
music or the expert trouping rates 
the preference. Certainly Jimmy 
Savo and Teddy Hart, along with 
Bob Lawrence, Ronald Graham, 
James Wilkinson, Eddie Albert, Wynn 
Murray, Muriel Angelus, Marcy 
Wescott, Betty Bruce and Heidi Vos- 
seler, are no small contributions with 
their highly expert talents. 

Miss Angelus will be something 


GLORIOUS MORNING 


a in three acts, presented at the 
Manefiera Nov. 26, °38, by Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 24, in association with Michael 


Hillman; written by Norman Macowan; 
staged by the producer. $5.50 top. 

Anna Veerkind ....ee-eeeeeeere Vera Allen 
Katrina Hoefler.......++> Margaret Randall 
Woden Veerkind ....eeceeees John Balmer 
Anton Veerkind ...eeeeseeeess Lee Baker 


Leda Veerkind : Di 
Professor Hans Skaedia.,Winston O Keefe 
General Gurgani Frederic Tozere 





PM  Secccesseensevcesseve Bruce Evans 
Mba thn keke cacece St. ‘Clair Bayfield 
Bulofl 2... cc cccccnccccccesensess Len Mence 
DUPER occ cccveccesccnsece Donald Cambell 
N@ke]] 2... ccccccvccsccccece Harry Mestayer 
Jacob Kellner ............--Maurice W ells 
Ruth Kellner ....s0ee++e02: Frances Nabors 
First Soldier ......6.+++:. Herschel Cropper 
Second Soldier.....ee-eeees Rugene Francis 
An Officer......ccsceeeeeeeveed Arling Alcine 


A serious work in the nature of a 
preachment. Questionable whether 
this drama about the totalitarian 
state, or dictatorship, will prove pop- 
ular stage fare. Much too quiet in its 
dramatics and too talky to indicate 
otherwise. 

Play has a Joan d’Are theme, set 
in a country where ‘the revolution’ 
seven years previously had made the 
people subservient to the mailed fist. 
Ownership of all the land and the 
houses passed to the state—for ‘the 
state is all’-—and everyone must greet 
his fellows with that affirmation or 
be suspected of treason. The state 
decrees there is no God. Here is 
community housing, no families be- 
ing permitted to live in their own 
domiciles. 

But in Burglitz, a province of 
Zagnira, mostly populated by farm- 
ers who supply the country’s food 
stuffs, the toilers have always resent- 
ed the dictator. Leda, student daugh- 
ter of the Veerkind family, suddenly 
comes home and reveals that she has 
seen a vision in which she was di- 
rected to tell the people that God 
is above all. Her mother is fearful 
she will be. punished by the author- 
ities but grandfather Anton, still a 
sturdy farmer, backs up the girl 
fully. 

The dictator’s chief of staff, Gen- 
eral Gurgani, arrives to inspect the 
province, quickly finding that the 
mandates of the tate are not strictly 
followed. For this the head of the 
council is blamed. Leda admits tell- 
ing the natives the truth, whereupon 
she and others are arrested and 
brought to secret trial. 

It might be expected that such 
proceedings would provide a stirring 
third act. However, the star cham- 
ber hearings fail to deliver a kick 





of the town’s talk in matters the- 
atrical since she’s a new face, has 
charm, poise and voice. She’s a Lon- 
don girl, a looker who rates a Holly- 
wood 0.0. It’s her Broadway debut. 
Miss Wescott is an equally fetching 
personality. Ibert and  Gra- 
ham are the twins from Ephesus and 
Syracuse, with Hart and Savo their 
r tive twin slaves. 

at familiar plot—the comedy of 
errors resulting from the scrambled 
identities—is as nothing compared 
to the uncanny combination of tal- 
ents, histrionically and behind the 
script. Miss Murray, the roly-poly 
adolescent who came to attention in 
—. in oe — milks — 
wi er juicy lyric assignmen 
notably ‘He and She,’ ‘Sing for Your 
oeper, and ‘What Can You Do with 
a Man.’ Roland Graham, juve lead 
in last season’s ‘Virginia,’ makes 
much of ‘Shortest Day of the Year,’ 
opposite Dolores Anderson, with 
Betty Bruce, Heidi Vosseler and 
George Church on the hoofing end. 
Miss Bruce, nitery tapster, bells ’em 
throughout on her dance specialties. 
She’s cast with the fetching Miss 
Vosseler as Courtezans. Marcy Wes- 
cott and Eddie Albert (he of ‘Brother 
Rat,’ stage and screen versions) get 
plenty out of ‘This Can’t Be Love. 

On the comedy end, Hart and Savo 
have a pantomimic and audible field 
day with their mugging and low 
comedy antics. Ts: ~ ke up as 
startlingly similar twin Dromios, and 
account for pleniy ox laugh returns. 
Teddy Hart is lyricist Lorenz’s 
brother. 

George Balanchine has done a 
dandy dance-staging job and Irene 
Sharaff’s costuming, of the period, is 
as imaginative as Jo Mielziner’s sets 
and lighting. The production scenery 
is rather simple, per se. but it looks 
flashy and blends well. Mielziner 
again makes use of the telescoping, 
visible scene-shifting idea as in ‘Mar- 
ried an Angel,’ so that all the changes 
move with speed and dispatch. The 
book by AB gen Abbott is punchy, 
pithy a replete with humor. He 
doesn’t rely alone on the obvious 
idea of contrasting idiomatic 1938 
slanguage against the ancient Grecian 
background; he has skillfully adapt- 
ed from the Bard. 

Orchestrator Hans Spialek, veteran 
musical comedy arranger, rates more 
than passing mention for the imag- 
inative job he’s turned out for the 
pit musicians; the musical manner in 
which Harry Levant’s baton pointed 
up some of the orchestral effects fo- 
cused attention on this very impor- 
tant adjunct to the clever Rodgers 
an? Hart score. 

With this one, Rodgers and Hart 
now have Georze M. Cohan’s ‘Rather 
Be Rieht’ on tour and the current 
‘Married an Angel’ on Broadway, 
bringing in the cakes. Abel. 


and it seems current newspapers con- 
vey much more graphically the 
atrocities that are daily imposed 
upon minorities in Germany and 
Italy. Nor did the final scene, the 
jail near the courthouse square, 
where a hundred or more of Leda’s 
followers go before the firing squad, 
impress. 

There is no specific mention of one 
Or more religions; but the author’s 
intent clearly is to show domination 
by force of those who have aban- 
doned belief in the Almighty. ‘Morn- 
ing’ has been attracting attention in 
Britain for some months, where de- 
mocracy anxiously watches what 
goes on in the dictator countries. But 
it has been often proved that what 
London likes is frequently negative 
on Broadway. 

There is a fairly good cast, with 
Lee Baker playing the courageous 
but doomed Anton. Jeanne Dante 
as Leda has her first lead assignment, 
but here is a subdued Joan rather 
than the fiery hereine of France. 
Frederic Tozere is the domineering 
officer, unrelenting, yet without ex- 
hibiting the hatred of the Hitler 
propagandists. 

he theme is opposed to the isms, 
but the message is not clear unless 
it be that the martyrdom of spiritual 
believers will ultimately wipe out 
the terrorists who threaten civili- 
zation. Ibee. 





Rocket to the Moon 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the Belasco Nov. 24, °88. by the Group 
| Theatre; written by Clifford Odeis; Staged 
| by Harold Clurman; $3.30 top. 

| Ben Stark, D.D.S........ Morris Carnovsky 
Se MOMs Cord bes onsen 6to.ckn Ruth Nelson 
Cleo Singer 





bee wae Gh os 6086 60 O6 Klea “ay 

4, 8 2S ierer A rt Sraith 
Mr. Di wieie peeve bees sic ie Luther Adler 
Frenchy.... st eteeeeeceees.-- Leif Erickson 
We WEE. 6 sb scbbaypsscee sense Meisner 
© BAMA: . vimvoses ¥sécee William Challee 





Having withdrawn several of its 
leads from the touring ‘Golden Boy,’ 
the — started its season amid 
sleet and snow on Thanksgiving 
night with Clifford Odets’ newest 
play, one less diverting than most 
predecessors by the same playwright. 
‘Rocket to the Moon,’ however, has 
enough on the ball to indicate it 
should fare moderately well. 

Author’s facility for writing 
clipped, effective lines seems to make 
his characters unusual; but the play 
creates the impression that it’s doubt- 
ful whether the present set of people 
/are as interesting or worth while than 
those he generally creates. Certain- 
ly there are not comparable results, 
for while part of the audience 
laughed at the right times, the other 
half took the performance placidly 
enough. Perhaps the play is too 
long, and 30 minutes less might have 





made the last half as acceptable as 
the first. : 

While the final curtain was weil 
past 11 o'clock on the opening night, 
the performance did not lag despite 
the fact that the central character 
was on stage almost throughout the 
play. He is Ben Stark, a_ rather 
slovenly dentist, wed for 10 years 
and vacillating between accepting or 
rejecting the love of his young, vi- 
brant secretary of 20. This D.D.S., 
nearly 40, doesn’t know what to do 
until the finale, when he lamely de- 
cides not to complete the triangle. 

Play is one set, that of the dental 
office. Stark’s associates is addicted 
to Scotch, which has not helped 
hold his clientele. That fellow be- 
comes a blood donor to earn enough 
to pay his part of the rent. Busi- 
ness during the summer is very dull, 
anyhow, so Stark has a chance to 
devote attention to romance. The 
Starks are childless and wife is in- 
clined to nag. She senses her mate 
is falling for the wiles of new 
girl Cleo, and when he admits it, 
wife exits after a tantrum, with the 
demand that he make up his mind. 

Into the situation enters Mr. 

Prince, her 55-year-old widowed, 
wealthy father, to whom she does 
not speak. He is a genius at making 
money, but being a _ philosopher, 
opines he’ll be the richest man in 
the cemetery. The aging dilletante 
knows good music, the finer diver- 
sions available to those with leisure, 
and offers the girl not only marriage, 
but all the things that money will 
buy. Cleo is no trollop, although 
giddy at times, so rejects Prince, 
knowing that she cannot have Stark, 
whom she believes she loves. Why, 
is one of those things the auditor 
must decide. Other cl.aracters help 
to make the playing interesting, 
although there are exceptions. The 
young chiropodist is one. Willy 
Wax, a dance director on the make 
for Cleo, comes a cropper, but some- 
how fits in. A salesman of tires is 
suddenly injected in the Odets’ way 
effectively. 
Luther Adler portrays the gray- 
haired Prince, the most positive per- 
son in the play—he who insists on 
having the right to recapture marital 
joy through the girl. At lea_t he has 
young ideas, but must bow to tradi- 
tion, impression being that the 
author intended a defeatist emphasis 
both for him and Stark. Morris 
Carnovsky is essentially a character 
actor, so that his performance in a 
straight part such as the harried 
dentist seems less than expected. 
Would be interesting to see Adler 
and Carnovsky change sides. 

This is the first appearance with 
the Group of Eleanor Lynn, seen in 
Hollywood by Harold Clurman, who 
staged ‘Rocket,’ and others of the 
organization who were or are out 
there. She is of piquant type, and 
as the play progresses her acting is 
better. There is a Lit too much 
gesturing while simulating a dance 
routine while engaged in romantic 
conversation. Sanford Meisner plays 
Wax; Art Smith t'e other dentist; 
Ruth Nelson the petuiant wife, and 
William Challee the salesman, scor- 
ing with a bit. Ibee. 


GLORIANA 


Play by Ferdinand Bruckner presented 
by Theatre House, Inc., at the Little, 
N. Y., Nov. 25, °38; stars Blanche Yurka; 
staged by Tom Powers; settings by Harry 
Horner; songs by Thomas Jefferson Scott: 
Garrett G. Leverton, production manager; 


x top. 
Elizabeth of England....... Blanche Yurka 
CTE bcc cecccaiesasceesess Boyd Crawford 
CO0Ea £6600 606 seek nseenbcceses Sayre Crawley 
MO i nnecceh dcctetasosiuaas Tom Powers 
RS a nee Leslie Denison 
Southampton......./ Anthony Kemble Cooper 
BAR ORS sd om 6 ences c4.cabuene Alice John 
Re Pre --Celeste Holm 
Northumberland.............. Robert Breen 
A Tavern Wench..........Naney Cushman 
A Tavern Singer............ Francis Swann 
SEG 1's 8 @ Kk bb-6-9' 00-0 64 6-69 0% Marjorie Tas 
Pinmtagqemet .....ccicccees Philip Faversham 
Philip of Spain........... Harold Vermilyea 
WORGss sek bas beccivcbvorcevedan George Cotton 
Rey ee pene a Betty Young 
De®. COPE s occ ccsccviecs Ainsworth Arnold 
RT re ee John McKee 
Pater Mariana........ Benedict. MacQuarrie 
The AreRbiahos. .o..ci.sces Edwin Cushman 

Ladies in Waiting: Helen Edwards, 


Beatrice Graham. 

English Soldiers: Stephen Deere. 
Franklin, Eric Franson, Phillip Merrick, 
John Norton, Royal Rompel. Frederick 
Ross, Randolph Wad 


Hugh 





Spanish Grandees: Charles Conrad, Ar- 
thur Davison, Joseph R. McMann, Jeff 
 Geseie Soldi 

panish Soldiers: Ke t - 
ease Menalborr, mneth Ferril, Ed 

Well done, but also pretty old 


stuff is this play about the over- 
dramatized Queen of England, Eliza- 
beth. By now this historic person- 
age has been so frequently and so 
diversely delineated on the stage 
that the very theme tends to evoke 
tedium. And ‘Gloriana’ does not 
bring enough that’s new, dramatic- 
ally important, or otherwise particu- 
larly entertaining, to lift the opus 
into boxoffice dimensions. 

As a starting piece for the new 
Theatre House, Inc., ‘Gloriana’ is 
workmanlike and at intervals strong 
theatre. It suffices, too, to provide 
Blanche Yurka, Boyd Crawford, 
Sayre Crawley and Harold Vermil- 
yea with tooth-deep acting oppor- 
tunities of which they make authori- 
tative use. Production has been 
nicely mounted and the script plays 
smoothly as paced by Tom Powers 
(who plays a role also). Perhaps 
the most poignant scene is where 
the impetuous Earl of Essex, in his 
twenties, brashly enters the Queen’s 
boudoir to discover her, not as he 
ha: known her in finery, wig and 
make-up, but as an aging, bleak, 
gaunt female. This clash of a foolish 
fop’s poetic disillusionment with the 





Queens’ vanity, rendered sharper 


because she is also intelligent, is 


moving stuff and probably helps ac- 
count for this play’s performance 
with some apparent success through- 
out Europe. Scene has a ‘European’ 
rather than an American psychology. 

Another scene with its roots in 
European soil and history is a cameo 
of the mad fanatic, Phillip of Spain. 
This pain - wracked, soul - twisted 
tyrant tortured people for their own 
good (salvation through inquisition) 
and his dearest ambition was to 
purge England of Protestantism. 
There must be a question if the 
average American theatregoer re- 
members or knows enough about 
this hysterical monarch to make all 
of the connotations of the scene 
clear. Written in one language and 
performed in another (author is a 
refugee from Germany) the script 


| may, of course, have lost some of its 
|vigor and some of its detail in trans- 


lation. 

Harold Vermilyea made the black 
soul of the notorious bigot plausible, 
and the split-stage church scene 
where he prays in his cathedral and 
Queen Elizabeth prays in hers, each 
to the same God and for victory in 
the same battle, is punchy with 
ironic values. 

Phillip and Elizabeth, of course, 
meet only to take bows together at 
the final curtain. Throughout the 
final scene it is the Queen, recon- 
ciling herself to old age, that the 
audience sees. Essex is dead, the 
Spanish Armada is swept off the 
seas, the dawn of modern England 
is at hand. Miss Yurka is consistent- 
ly in command, playing the role with 
what it takes. Her male support is 
good. Almost nothing is required of 
the other female participants. 

Although that old-woman-in-her- 
petticoats scene and the religious 
angles might be frowned upon by 
Joe Breen, the play has melodra- 
matic action a-plenty, and as such, 
with the bigotry eliminated, should 
be okay for sound. Land. 


ANGNA ENTERS 


In her first appearance of the 
present season, Angna Enters, dance- 
mime, at the Alvin theatre, New 
York, on Sunday (27) presented four 
new numbers plus 10 others. The 
old favorites overshadowed her 
fresh efforts. Running about two 
hours and 30 minutes, her N. Y. en- 
gagement is under Norman Pincus 
management by arrangement with 
the Metropolitan Musical Bureau, a 


division of Columbia Concerts Corp. 
(Columbia Broadcasting System). 
Full repertoire is performed on a 
bare stage, excepting for a few more 
elaborate presentations which call 


for props. Accompaniment is en- 
tirely by Madaleine Marshall, 
pianist, hidden offstage. Which 


means that it takes elaborate artistry 
to appeal. Stage waits of two or 
three minutes between numbers are 
irksome and should be reduced or 
plugged somehow. 

Of the new material, ‘Balletomane- 
Connoisseur’ possibly is the most 
original and most smartly executed. 
Shows blase outdoor girl offering a 
series of dance pictures associated 
with the character. ‘Mr. Mozart Has 
Breakfast,’ also presented for the 
first time, illustrates the necessity of 


food as an inspiration for proper 
musical composition. Miss Enters 
plays the piano and is program- 


credited with interpreting the music 
for the first time. It’s highly panto- 
mimic. 

Another first is ‘Habanera,’ costly 
costumed satire on Spanish dance. 
Lack of action dots this effort. ‘La 
Cuisine Francaise’ presents. the 
dancer as a French housewife re- 
turning from marketing tour and 
preparing candy concoction which 
she serves audience members. Re- 
quires plenty of props and time, and 
skilful miming. 

American Ballet, 1914-1916, one of 
more lively offerings, starts the per- 
formance. The peasy bedecked 
Miss Enters goes through such typi- 
cal dances as the tango, foxtrot, 
waltz and bunny hug, associated 
with era. ‘Little Sally Walters,’ a 
favorite with her, is an adroit pic- 
ture of a girl from childhood to 
adolescent. Closes the first section 
of her show with ‘Modern Abstract,’ 
satirical version of modernistic 
dance, perhaps Miss Enters’ most 
delightful interpretation. 

‘London Bridge’ or ‘Britannia’s 
Troubles in Ruling the Waves’ is an 
expressive bit of pantomime as she 
fits the mood indicated by the differ- 
ent nations’ music. ‘Auto Da Fe’ 
(Act of Faith’) brings in dramatic 
posturing as she portrays the ritual 
of torture given victims of the In- 
quisition. ‘Queen of Heaven’ has 
been retained as one of the few out- 
right serious items. It is in direct 
contrast to the hoydenish schoolgirl 
romping of ‘Field Day,’ which fol- 
lows. 

_‘Modern Totalitarian Hero,’ a 
timely number, is a_ skilful terp 
thrust at the Nazis. Military-garbed 
figure wearing a grotesque gas mask 
starts out at soldierly gait, but halts 
to use a powder compact bearing 
Nazi emblem. Posturing effeminate- 
ly, military one picks up a rose, but 
crushes it and awards self a medal 
when a thorn pricks his finger. 

‘Mme. Pompadour,’ the most elab- 
orately staged number, takes Miss 
Enters from the bath to elaborate 
garb of 1900 and a game of solitaire. 








Card game is highlight of this 
lengthy presentation, Wear, 





—— 


SOLILOQUY 


Melodrama in three acts presented 
Empire, Nov. 28, ‘38, by Henry Ween 
written by Victor Victor; staged by Eugen 
Schulz-Breiden; John Beal, Helen Craig 
and Clarence Derwent featured; $3.30 top. 
Jimmy's Thoughts? - 





Jimmy Mimms Bie éiebs cccce cd John 
Milla SEMMS. 0. cssevccecces Ellen E. eee 
BETS. MOC Ores oocceccccics's Daisy Belmore 
ee See ee eee Helen Craig 
Eddie Page........... Alexander Lockwood 
Sidney Tarletom,..........0:. Gwyllyn Ford 
i ET eee John Parson 
Bir. TIOMVOTBs. os 0065000005 Clarence Derwent 
Lieutenant Simmons....... John Rutherford 
Medical Examiner............ Robert Dolan 
Mr. Braithwaite.......... Edward Broadley 
Stenographer DEES D eaC doce sss Paul Marion 
Girl at Summer Resort..... Ruth Meredith 
Miss La ENS re eee eee Joan Blair 
Honey’ Blake,....... George L. Spaulding 
Reporter Johnson.......... George Reynolds 
Miss McGill,....... Grace Virginia Howard 
First Chorus Girl......... Katherine York 
Second Chorus Girl....... Helen Le Berthon 
CURDS MUA Ss bcs a0eseeds Oi Paul Marion 
i IR no de dddeéee aint t Jack Duval 
kk eR Elmer Jerome 
Jury POR c bil de wh eiessiecs Louis Labey 
Woman with a Mission....Clare Hammond 
The Coast saw ‘Soliloquy’ last 


month, when early in October it 
bowed in at Santa Barbara. There 
was a difference of opinion about its 
chances with the result that Homer 
Curran and associates relinquished 
the play and Henry Weissman, a 
young Swiss, took over. As revealed 
here the murder melodrama will 
probably create the more reaction, 
with chances that negative views will 
distinctly prevail. 

Play depends on novelty of per- 
formance, particularly .the use of 
sound track film recording of voices, 
asides or unspoken thoughts. Story 
is episodic, multi-scened with mini- 
ature settings or props, plus the use 
of overhead spots to facilitate scene 
impressions. Considering the speed 
with which the show as put on soon 
after the company and production 
arrived from the west, first night 
was fairly smooth, although the ac- 
tors were prone to move out of posi- 
tion before scenes blacked out. 

‘Soliloquy’ is better stuff than 
Broadway has dished out in the 
line of drama during the past several 
weeks, though the sordid aspects of 
the story seem a tough barrier. 

Jimmy Mimms, a bill clerk prone 
to bet two bucks on the horses, is 
the central character, and ‘Jimmy’s 
thoughts’ are also billed since his 
voice comes from the loud speaker, 
revealing what he thinks of his slat- 
ternly wife, his boss and others 
with whom he comes into contact. 
He has been wed 10 years and de- 
tests Ella, his wife. Fact that she 
is to have their first baby does not 
soften the feelings of the drab clerk. 

Mimms wins $100 on a race and 
takes Ann Jenkins, new file clerk, to 
an amusement park, later spending 
an hour in her flat. Next evening, 
after being taunted by Ella, he mur- 
ders her with the bread knife. The 
neighbors rush to the scene and on 
the strength of their evidence, sui- 
cide is implied. Mimms is grilled by 
the district attorney and although the 
prosecutor is suspicious, Jimmy is 
permitted to go free temporarily, 
with a detective on his track. There 
is something about a trust fund that 
becomes his, but the wherefore of 
the money is not clearly explained. 

Mimms goes to a summer resort 
and before long goes broke playing 
roulette. Always his conscience har- 
asses the man, but his thovehts re- 
vert to Ann and simgularly she falls 
in love with him, going to his de- 
fense when he is rearrested. __ 

The play is perky and the writing 
goes haywire, especially in the third 
act. The d. a. had wormed a con- 
fession from Mimms, but nearly all 
evidence at the trial, which con- 
sumes most of the final part, favors 
the accused. Jury, however, finds 
him guilty. Final scene has Mimms 
in his cell soon to die: Here he 
speaks some of his thoughts, while 
the voices of Ann and others come 
from the film almost conversationally 
and therefore confusing. ‘ 

John Beal as Mimms, Helen Craig 
as Ann, and Clarence Derwent are 
featured. Each stood out but it 1s 
doubtful whether the characters are 
believable. One or two scenes coul 
be dropped without being missed 
and there is too much of the record- 
ed soliloquies. Ibee. 


RINGSIDE SEAT 


Comedy melodrama in three acts (four 
scenes) by Leonard Ide: directed and pre- 





sented by Rufus Phillinps; stars Grant 
Mitchell. Setting. Lawrence L, Golde 
wasser. At the Guild, N. Y., Nov. 


‘38; $3.30. top. e 

LMUNGEVINRE. 660% ccc ccriceus Casper Kuhn 
RPE, Sadan ibe 60 6000 864m Pass Le Noit 
SOCORE TOPO «o's cscs cece William Balfour 
ID iinet cpa kv acdsee Leo Herbert 
PEE 6 bare a iGoeccedenepese® John Adair 
SUE ob bbadededs cee svevoeye Marion Sittler 
POE TEORG, « dks chines ad eaes Richard Abert 
rc? Letcealievedasuense ct Lorene Scott 
I Ey epee Harry Young 
NE dtr cu cicbeck cease Frederic Clark 
MOCO dial Cesk ess 6 nvcanee t G. Pat Collins 
DE icin adned bec deda cb taded Dave Mallen 
ey ON eG daki psc ccowes Louise Larabee 
DEE. ha d0&4 & Oh odavteasesde Frank Rothe 
OES iden yds ecdcadedee Harry Antrim 
BL. POD ocded co ceseedeneses Lucia Seger 
SE ME vce ctechenened ents Mary Rolfe 
Sees “UIE S64 .a0.40 cdbkdode Grant Mitchell 
PU: Ste owss< des odes y dues Garnay Wilson 
SREP RT BOR ee Haldor De Decker 
_ SpE Joan Croix 
A I ra ree Sanford Pickart 
PEGEROE TOROS. 66 5. iceess Jacquelyn Jones 
George Winston.............: Roy Roberts 
DPE Wathccacdectedse« Russell Morrison 
ee en Se RS ae ee Roc Galvann 





This whodunit has all the neces- 


|Sary ingredients except craftsman- 


ship. It was well regarded last sum- 


mer when given a strawhat tryout, 
(Continued on page 50) 
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Managers League 








Calls Brokers 


To Explain Code Irregularities 








A number of Broadway theatre 
ticket-brokers were summoned to the 
offices of the League of New York 
Theatres last week and asked to ex- 
plain certain code irregularities. 
Price excesses was not direttly 
charged although in some instances 
it’s been reported some accredited 
agencies who signed the code had 
taken a chance by getting $6.60 for 
$4.40 tickets sold over the counter. 

It’s been claimed, too, that other 
agencies have secured more than the 
permitted 75c premium, but under 
cover, such sales being made to cus- 
tomers with charge accounts, who 
demand and are ready to pay for 
service. 

The League’s secretary, James F. 
Reilly, questioned the broker and 
he appeared skeptical over the vera- 
city of the replies. Because of the 
Federal regulations requiring the 
stamping of tickets resold by brok- 
ers, a checkup was made and it dis- 
closed that certain tickets allotted to 
smaller agencies were repeatedly 
found to have been disposed of by 
unaccredited, or bootleg, offices. 

Several brokers stated they had 
sold the tickets to persons whose 
identity they did not know, and in- 
sisted they received no more than 
the maximum permitted under the 
rules, and that they were not aware 
of violations. 


Whether drastic action will be 
taken may depend on a meeting be- 
tween the League’s code enforcement 
committee and Equity representa- 
tives, which has been called for to- 
morrow (1). Session is scheduled as 
the result of Equity’s recent request 
for a huddle to consider further 
ways to facilitate theatre-going, con- 
tro] ticket prices, motor car parking, 
transportation and other angles. 


City resolution which would make 
it a misdemeanor to charge excess 
prices for tickets will be calendared 
by N. Y.’s council. Move is said to 
have the backing of Newbold Morris, 
head of the Council. 


SCHNEBBE HEADS B.0. 
GROUP FOR 3D TERM 


Allen J. Schnebbe was elected for 
the third successive term as presi- 
dent of the Treasurers Club at the 
Astor, New York, Saturday (26). 
Box office people’s beneficial organ- 
ization also re-elected the other of- 
ficers: Saul Abraham, viceprez; 
Harry B. Nelmes, treasurer; Harry 
A. Benson and Charles R, Bowman, 
financial and recording secretaries 
respectively. 

Six members were named to the 
board far two years; Hugh J. McGau- 
ley, Frank Frayer, George Brassil, 
Jerry Flynn, Lep Solomon and Ar- 
thur Wright. 

Bernard Klawans and Sam Granet, 
who have been in the organization 
25 years, were voted life member- 
Ships in the a. k. division. Sidney 
R. Fleisher, attorney for the club, 
was made an honorary member. 


John Byland Dies in 
N. Y.; Broadway Figure 














John Ryland, Negro, who has been 
with the Empire theatre, New York, 
since its opening in 1902, died in his 
sleep Nov. 25. He was believed to 
be about 70, but never would re- 
veal his age. 


Hired as an elevator runner, he 
became a Broadway figure and was 
known to hundreds of major and 
minor players. He made himself 
something of an institution around 
the theatre, but in recent years 
filled no clearly defined position, 
though he confined his work largely 
to the lobby and at show time acted 
as greeter to the thousands to whom 
he had become a familiar figure. He 
was far better known than most 
Broadway managers and newspapers 
had frequently written extensive 
stories about him. 


In his early years he was an ex- 
cellent trick bicycle rider and spent 
most of his luncheon hour practic- 
ing in 40th street, which in those 
days was comparatively free from 
vehicular traffic. A crowd used to 
Bather each noon to watch his per- 
formance. 

His second wife survives. 


IATSE Keeps Slate 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 
Entire slate of local officers of the 


International Alliance of Theatrical 
State Employees was renominated 
without opposition at a meeting of 
the membership last week. All will 
automatically be elected by casting 
of ballots by the secretary next 
month. 

Thomas P. Mitchell, prez, and Wil- 
liam J. Harrer, biz agent, will start 
their fifth terms, while Michael J. 





Sweeney, secretary-treasurer, enters | 
| waukee, 


his ninth. Other officers are Eugene 
W. Holmes, v. p., and Frank Mc- 
Curdy, recording secretary. 


Pay Dispute Won 
By Theatre Mer. 
From Shuberts 


Dispute over the salary of a house 
manager engaged by the Shuberts 
to handle the Mosque, Newark, N. 
J., was arbitrated Monday (28) with 
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union, acting for a mem- 
ber, Robert Preist, who was awarded 
the claim. Shuberts proposed to 
present musical revivals in the 
house but after securing a conces- 
sion from Equity to play Sundays, 
the plan was cancelled. Preist, 
however, was on the job for one 
week before the revivals were 
called off. 

Shuberts contended he was en- 
gaged at $75 per week, with TMAT 
declaring the minimum salary was 
to be $150 as the theatre is outside 
New York, where the scale is $100. 
Arbitration was refused at first by 
the management but when the union 
advised it that provision for set- 
tlement of disputes was provided for 
in the basic agreement, the Shuberts 
assented. 











EQUITY DISPENSATIONS 


‘Gloriana’ Hiatus—Blossom Time’ 
OK’d 2 Weeks Layoff 








Permission to close ‘Gloriana,’ at 
the Little, N. Y., after last night’s 
(Tuesday) performance and reopen 
next Monday (5) was yesterday 
(Tuesday) given producer Arthur 
Hanna by the Equity council. 
Blanche Yurka, star of the show, 
appeared before the council to ex- 
plain that since last Saturday’s (26) 
opening she had discovered ‘certain 
themes in the original German text 
of the play that are not in the Eng- 
lish translation.’ Show still had 
three unused days of rehearsal re- 
maining when it opened. 

Council also granted permission to 
John Shubert to lay off the touring 
‘Blossom Time’ company for two 
weeks before Christmas instead of 
the customary single week. Pro- 
ducer stated that several weeks of 
midwest bookings for the show have 
been cancelled, but that he has two 
weeks of dates after Christmas. Okay 
was granted on condition Shubert 
pays transportation expenses for the 
cast to and from New York for the 
layoff, as well as guarantee the ex- 
tra two weeks after Christmas. 

Upon application of Will Geer, 
Trade Guild Plays was given per- 
mission to present three short plays 
on a cooperative basis at matinees 
at the Guild theatre, N. Y., during 
the holidays, provided the Theatre 
Guild guarantees the front of the 
house expense as well as a week’s 
Equity minimum ($40). 


Pair Eye 3 Cities For 





Stock company is to be established 


in Memphis, South Chicago or St. | 


Louis in about a month by two young 
showmen. It will be one of the few 
regular stock companies in the U. S. 

In on the venture are Will- 
iam Castle and Warren Young. They 
are looking over the three cities. 


Idea is to use Equity members and, 21 people for musical comedy stock | 


if large enough audiences can be 
found, to run each production two 





weeks. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Nov. 28) 





‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ 
Maplewood, N. J. 
: ‘American Landscape,’ Wilbur, Bos- 
on. 

‘Amphitryon’—‘Sea Gull’ 
Fontanne), Cass, Detroit. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Hartman, Colum- 


Broadway, 


(Lunt- 


rin aia English, Indianapolis 
‘Golden Boy’ National, Washing- 
ton, 


Cohan), Auditorium, Chicago. 


Majesty’s, Montreal. 

‘Lightnin’’ (Fred Stone), McCar- 
ter, Princeton, N. J. (28); Playhouse, 
Wilmington (29); Community, Her- 
shey, Pa. (30); Bushnell Auditorium, 
Hartford (1); Shubert, New Haven 
(2-3). 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Davidson, Mil- 


‘On Borrowed Time,’ Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 
‘Our Town,’ Locust St., Philadel- 


Cedric Hardwicke), Masonic Audi- 
torium, Rochester, N. Y. (28-29); 
Strand, Ithaca (30); Erlanger, Buf- 
falo (1-3). 

‘Spring Meeting,’ Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto. 

Susan and Ged’ (Gertrude Law- 
| rence), Harris, Chicago. 

‘Three Men On a Horse,’ Shubert, 
Brooklyn, 

‘Tobacco Road,’ City Hall Audi- 
torium, Montgomery, Ala. (28); Bi- 


(2); Hipp, Terre Haute (3). 
‘Torchbearers,’ Biltmore, Los An- 


geles. 
‘What a Life,’ American, St. Louis. 
‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore), 


Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Women,’ Cox, Cincinnati (27). 
"You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Convention Hall, Tulsa (27); Para- 
|mount, Amarillo (29); Majestic, 
Wichita Falls (30); Orpheum, Waco 
(1); Music Hall, Houston (2-3). 


675,000 WORTH OF 
HELL’, BACCY 
ROAD’ SUIT 


James Barton, star of ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ is adept and explicit in plac- 
ing emphasis on slang or ‘cuss’ words 
called for in his part af ‘Jeeter Les- 
ter,’ and insists that his fellow play- 
ers, including the ladies of the cast, 
must do likewise or he’ll quit. This 
attitude resulted Monday (28) in Bar- 
ton being named defendant in a suit 
for $25,000 brought tn N. Y. by Ann 
Dere, who claims she was practically 
fired from her role_at the instance of 
Barton because she did not stress the 
word ‘hell’ in one of her lines. 

Miss Dere, who has ptayed the part 
of ‘Ada’ for over two years, avers 
| that, following the performance of 
Oct. 30, Barton reprimanded her for 
failing to carry out his instructions 
as to how her line, ‘You're a sinful 
|man, Jeeter Lester, and you're going 
to hell,’ should be spoken. She is re- 
puted to have done no better at fol- 
lowing performances, and Barton, she 
claims, informed the company man- 
‘ager that unless she was dropped he 
| would quit the show. Miss Dere says 
_she reluctantly tendered her resigna- 
tion to take effect Nov. 19. 
| Barton is the only defendant named 
in the action. Miss Dere figures the 
| play, which has run nearly five years, 
j}has an additional five years to go, 
/and at the rate of her $100 weekly 
salary, she figures her severance with 
the show would cost her about 
| $25,000. 


| ‘Prologue’ Chi Fold 

















Chicago, Nov. 29. 
‘Prologue to Glory,’ Federal Thea- 
‘tre Project import from New York, 


| will close at the Blackstone Dec. 10. | 


Production of Stock | 


Local project plans Chicago com- 
‘pany of ‘Prologue’ for tour of terri- 
‘tory as far west as Denver. 

FTP’s ‘Copperhead, with Ian 
| Keith, follows ‘Prologue’ into Black- 
| stone. 





Salt Lake’s Musical Steck 
Los Angelos, Nov. 29. 
| Fred Hanson agency has booked 


at the Roxy, Salt Lake City. 
Agency also took over bookings 
‘for the Orpheum, Ogden. 


‘I'd Rather Be Right’ (George M.| 


‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Phil Baker), His | 


phia. 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 
‘Shadow and Substance’ (Sir 


jou, Knoxville (29); Bijou, Chat- 
tanooga (30); Ryman Auditorium, | 
Nashville (1); Coliseum, Evansville 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Set te Musiec’—John C. Wil- 
son, 

One-Act Repertery—Grisman 
and Koslenko. 

‘Bright Rebel’—William il- 
cullen, 

‘Everywhere I Roam’—Marc 
Connelly, Bela Blau. , 

‘Merchant of Yonkers’—Her- 
man Shumlin. 
‘Here Come the 
Eddie Dowling. 

‘Trilby’—Walter Hampden. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(road )—Royal Stout. 


Clewns’— 











CEA Reps Seen 
| Added to Equity 
Council Next Yr. 





Equity council recommendation 
last week, to grant council repre- 
sentation for Chorus Equity Assn., 
is expected to add five CEA mem- 
bers to the council. This would give 
the groups a total of 55 council- 
lors. Choristers, however, cannot 
be so placed until the constitution 
of both Equity .and the chorus 
branch are changed to permit the 
inclusion. Amendments necessary 
will be voted on at the annual meet- 
ings next summer. 

Although Equity contemplated ab- 
sorbing the chorus branch, that 
move has been definitely shelved. 
Understood that matters pertaining 
to the chorus group frequently 
arise and its representative quintet 
will vote on such matters. Other- 
wise, they may attend sessions but 
only as observers 


Marilyn Miiler’s Estate 


Transfer tax appraisal on the 
estate of Marilyn Miller, filed yes- 
terday (Tuesday), listed the late 
dancer’s gross estate at $97,407 and 
a net of $47,573. Her mother, Mrs. 
Ada Thompson Miller, is named as 
beneficiary of the residuary estate. 
She is now in Hollywood. 

Miss Miller’s husband, Chester L. 
O’Brien, is not named in the will, 
but was listed as beneficiary of one- 
half the net estate under the dece- 
dent’s estate law. 


3 Shows Fold 


‘Where Do We Go From Here’ 
folded at the Vanderbilt, New York, 
Saturday (26) after playing two 
weeks. 

















WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE 


Opened Nov. 15, °38. Critics 
called the turn on this, none 
liking it. Coleman (Mirror) 
said it was ‘a good attempt that 
just missed.’ Mantle (News): ‘It 
deesn’t work eut se well as en- 
tertainment.’ Variety (Hebe): 
‘Doubtful prospect for success.’ 











‘Ringside Seat’ was withdrawn 
from the Guild on the same date. 








RINGSIDE SEAT 


Opened Nev. 22, 38. Critics 
gave this little chance. Watts 
(Herald Trib): ‘Pretty disap- 
pointing stuff.’ Lockridge (Sun): 
‘Somehow doesn’t jell.’ 











‘Good Hunting’ was yanked from 
' the Hudson Nov. 2 after the second 
| performance. 


i 





GOOD HUNTING 
Opened Nov. 21, '38. Ander- 
son (Journal-American) gave it 
until Saturday (26) night to 
fold. Comments ef all ethers 
were in like vein. Variety 











(Thee): ‘A dud.’ 
| 





Strict Equity Supervision Resented : 
By Legit Agents Stilll Seeking 


7, Increase Due to 


Limited Jobs 


Legit casting agents in New York 
are inclined to resent Equity’s new 
requirement whereby they must sub- 
mit a monthly report detailing the 
engagements secured for actors on 
their lists and the amounts of their 
commissions. When the agency peo- 
ple talked it over, however, it was 
pointed out that when Equity dis- 
cerns that their resentment is based 
on the limted number of jobs, the 
actors’ association may change its 
attitude of being opposed to 
increased commissions. 

Casters insist they face eviction 
from the business because their earn- 
ings do not even top the cost of 
office maintenance. While the reports 
to Equity will not include earnings 
from other amusements, the legit 
specialists say there is little work 
beside legit casting. Leading cast- 
ers explain that they did have a 
fairly lucrative field from radio but 
with many major broadcasts moving 
to the Coast, that source of revenue 
has been considerably curtailed. Few 
of the legit agents say they do busi- 
ness with the night clubs. As for 
picture casting, there’s little work 
in the east. 

The agents placed their situation 
before Equity and, while it is known 
that part of the committee assigned 
to handle the matter favored grant- 
ing an increase from 5 to 10% in 
commissions, when showdown came 
before Equity’s council that body 
handily voted down the proposal. 
Equity then went further to tighten 
up the agency regulations: and, in 
addition to the monthly checkup on 
the casters’ earnings, warned the 
association’s members faced a fine 
of $500 or six months suspension if 
detected paying more than 5%. 

Excessive Commissions? 

Feeling of Equity officers against 
the casters was not explained but 
it’s believed that the practice of one 
or two in exacting commissions for 
non-legit engagements was regarded 
as excessive to the services ren- 
dered. Reports that the agents in- 
tended going to court to secure an 
opinion as to whether Equity could 
limit commissions to less than the 
percentage allowed under the law, 
have been discounted. 

There are 29 legit agents with 
Equity permits, 20 being regarded 
as active. with the balance doing 
minor business. Recently Equity 
cancelled nine permits for inactivity. 

Equity Casting Dept. 

Reported that Equity may consider 
forming its own casting department, 
often proposed but as often set aside 
because of the possibility of dissat- 
isfaction among applicant members. 
Nearly 20 years ago Equity had a 
taste of such possibilities. When it 
took over the picture group the unit 
has a casting department. At times 
here were sO many more members 
than available jobs that charges of 
discrimination were often made. Said 
that there were as many as 2,000 
applicants for 20 jobs. 

One Equity leader suggested that 
if the casters are to be paid an ad- 
ditional 5% it should come from the 
producers. In former times some of 
the leading showmen did their own 
casting and actors paid no agents 
commissions. In recent seasons the 
casters ask for the scripts and line 
up the cast for the managers, for 
which service they should seek com- 
pensation, it’s said. Reason the agents 
have not carried out that idea is 
said to be the chance that kick- 
backs would be demanded. 


Engagements 





Flora Campbell, ‘Angela Is Twen- 
ty-two.’ 
Franchot Tone, Sylvia Sidney, 


Elia Kazan, Sam Jaffe, Roman Boh- 
nen, ‘Gentle People.’ 

John Dickens, Kalita Humphries, 
Richard Stark, Helene Freeman, 
Larry Siegle, Lee Childs, ‘Every- 
where I Roam.’ 

Rose Hobart, Phyllis Povah, Mar- 
varet Dale, Alice Belmore-Cliffe, 
Naomi Campbell, Peter Campbell, 
‘Dear Octopus.’ 

Madge Evans, Doris Dudley, Rus- 
sell Collins, Leo Chalzel, Hortense 
Alden, Frank Gaby, Bertram Thorn, 
Ralph Bunker, A. H. Van Buren, 
Jerry Austin. James Hagen. Thomas 
Palmer. Eve March, ‘Here Come the 
Clowns.’ 

Gladys Henson, Moya Nucent, 
Kenneth Carten, Penelope Dudley- 
Ward, Hugh French, Maidie An- 
drews, Rosemary Lomax, Angus 
Menzies, ‘Set to Music.” 
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IDIOT’S DELIGHT 


(PHIL BAKER) 
Montreal, Nov. 29. 


Phil Baker, revitalizing the role of 
the hoofer in ‘Idio’s Delight, scores 
a distinct personal triumph at the 
local His Majestry’s in the part oris- 
inally created by Alfred Lunt. For 
Baker the role is a natural, and he 
brings to his first legit try a restraint 
and suavity that is commendable and | 
astonishing considering his back- 
ground of radio, musical comedy 
and vaudeville. He did the part 
this summer in several strawhats. 

Baker’s small time hoofer charac- 
terization is a standout and remark- 
ably lifelike. It’s an entertaining pic- 





ture of a guy who used to park on | However, it’s possible B-picture ma- 


the ‘Palace beach’ in the days of big 
time vaudeville. The shrewdness of 
the typical No. 2 act is delivered 
with nonchalance and enormous self- 
assurance, which may be attributed 
almost as much to Baker’s personal 
experience. Swell trouping 1s to 
Baker's credit. , 
Cast is uniformly excellent with 
Olga Baclanova and Charles La 
Torre contributing noteworthy char- 
acterizations. : 
Baker is barnstorming to the 
Coast, expecting to open in Los An- 
geles New Year's. Naturally, the 
play is a particularly striking ac- 
count of the international situation, 
but likely to do better on the Amer- 
ican side than in Canada. Mori. 


FRONT PORCH 


Cleveland, Nov. 26. 


Comedy-drama in three acts, six scenes, 
by Langston Hughes. Presented by Gilpin 
Players; directed by Russell Jelliffe. At 
Karamu theatre, Cleveland, Nov. 26, '38. 

Cast: Brownie Woodford, Eugenia Strode, 
Roberta Williams, Henry Jackson, Curtis 
Tann, Elmer Brown, Olya Levin. 





Sixth new play by Langston 
Hughes, Cleveland Negro poet and 
dramatist, who turned out ‘Mulatto’ 
and ‘Little Ham,’ is the first one in 
which he takes up problems of the 
upper-class Negro. This contrast is 
significant. But from Caucasian 
standards, ‘Porch’ doesn’t have 
enough dramatic meat or freshness 
to click, although author’s rep drew 
a white carriage trade here on open- 
ing night. 

Chief character is an ambitious 
widowed Negro school teacher who 
is sending her three children to a 
university. She dominates them like 


| Plays on B’way } 


for the dame’s sculpting itch. Jealous 
Filipino housegirl, paramour of the 
Apollo, and several other incidental 
players are compounded in a futile 
effort to create dramatic force. 
Superstitions of the natives are In- 
effectively dramatized. 

Play was advertised as a world 
premiere. It’s a small world, for 
it'll never get out of ha ascaas , 

elm. 








(Continued from page 48) 





but is much too thin for Broadway. 


terial. 

‘Ringside Seat’ is curiously like a 
B-picture in its present form. It has 
all the desperately-eager appear- 
ances of a quickie. There is enough 
plot here for a lurid pulp mag 
thriller, with an innocent murder 
suspect, his beeootiful, loyal wife, a 
Rover Boy reporter and his typi- 
cally-ingenue heart-throb, a couple 
of villains, several comedy charac- 
ters, a flock of atmosphere, and, 
above all, a pathetic air of complete 
implausibility about the whole thing. 


those instances when someone said 
(probably over the second highball) 
that there’s good comedy-melo- 
drama material in the antics of the 
morbid thrill-seekers who swamp a 
small-town hotel during a local mur- 
der trial. Well, there is undoubtedly 
good material in it, just as there’s 
good material in almost anything 
for the skillful craftsman. But Leon- 
ard Ide (with unbilled collaboration 
by Phil Dunning) has muffed it in 
‘Ringside.’ There are several plays 
on the same theme going the rounds. 
One, ‘They Took the Town,’ was 
held for a time by Sam H. Grisman, 
but nothing has been heard of it 
lately. 

‘Ringside’ is a single-setter, with 
an extensive cast, though only one 
name, Grant Mitchell. Actor, who 
returned from the Coast to play the 
part, is a pompous, know-it-all busy- 
body who spends his life scurrying 
around the country with his wife 
and daughter to attend all the more 
sensational murder trials. He’s a 
demon for ferreting and remember- 
ing ali the angles and at the drop 
of a hello will offer free advice to 
the best criminal lawyer in the busi- 
ness. That’s good stuff for a farce, 


It’s obviously a result of one of |somewhat faulty in the group scenes. 


YIDDISH PLAY 
MAZEL TOV RABBI 


Operetta in two acts (7 scenes) by An- 
schul Schore: presented by Menachem 
Rubin; staged by Irving Honigman; music, 
Joseph Rumshinsky; lyrics, Isidore Lillian; 
dances, Lillian Shapiro; settings, Michael 
Saltzman. Opened at the Public, N. Y., 





Nov. 24, ‘38; $2.20 top. 
DEOUOlO. wcecccccevecesevece Menachem Rubin 
BOUUCGIR « 0c cacccccicecesecens Pauline Hoffman 
PRAT cde cdcecctcecveceteests Gertie Bulman 
TEIGIEs . cccccccceccececcccsissas Ola Shilifko 
GOROENGElE. .cccicocsccccens Tillie Rabinowitz 
BAM... .cccrerccessecsccecassesa Jacob Wexler 
WORtOP. cvcccvevesisecccceaes Jack Rechtzeit 
SEPT ae cette es \nna Toback 
Fishel Fishelewitz........ William Secunda 
CNN. . &.. o cactevechéQedchheysens Leon Gold 
WORE kc dccdceveseacdes seamen. Gaenee 
For Menasha _ Skulnik’s latest 
starrer, Anschul Schore has fash- 
ioned a somewhat nondescript, 


labored piece of writing that con- 
tains most of the elements usually 
found in the Yiddish theatre. For 
here, too, are all the hokey attempts 
at swaying audience emotionalisms. 


‘Mazel Tov Rabbi’ doesn’t give 
Skulnik much leeway. The come- 
dian still mugs delightfully and 


sparks his audience with what, at 
times, is tantamount to a romp. But 
those times are few, since the script 
holds only scattered chances for 
Skulnik to cut loose, 

The cast that presented Mena- 
chem Rubin’s first production of the 
season, ‘The Wise Fool,’ is intact for 
‘Rabbi,’ and it plays well, though 
the staging of Irving Honigman is 


The dances are very poor, while 
music by Joseph Rumshinsky is not 
up to his usual standard. 

‘Rabbi’ is a tale of Old World 
strife, of lovers and Yiddish perse- 
cution. All that can be said for the 
plot is its timeliness, but for that 
matter, in this day when the theme 
of race persecution has many more 
prolific writers, Schore must bow 
out. 

There is one scene, in the second 
act, that has some measure of com- 
pensation. It is a synagogue in the 
Reich, where worshippers are seen 
uttering their last prayers before 
fleeing their persecutors. Staging 
here is excellent, 

Gertie Bulman is an excellent 
Pearl, properly filial in her compli- 
ance to marry a man of her father’s 
choice. Leon Gold, as her avowed 
love, has the only voice of note 
among the men. Miss Bulman sings 
pleasantly, too. Rubin is the father, 
and he does well enough, although 
at times he’s given to indiscriminate 
gesticulations. 

Others who play well are Ola 
Shlifko, who, incidentally, is much 
improved over her Mirile of ‘Fool’; 
Tillie Rabinowitz, Jacob Wexler, 
Jack Rechtzeit and Anna Toback. 


a despot, owns her own home in a 
white section and won’t let ‘poor 
trash’ get past her front porch. 
Although fanatically proud, always 
trying to raise the ideals of her race 
and youngsters, the mother can’t stop 
what is a misalliance from her view- 
point. She wants her oldest daugh- 
ter to marry a rising but stuffy med- 
ical student whose grammar is pe- 
dantically correct. Girl upsets all 
plans by falling for a handsome 
young bucko from the slums, a strike 
picket who is tossed into the jug 
after a street brawl. Pair ignores all 
abuse from the mother, who finally 
gives in. ‘ 

Situation is naive and action 
rather elementary. Dialog is repeti- 
tious, too, but it gets over some wise- 
cracks about the N.L.R.B. (Nothing 
Like Roast Beef), workers’ rights 
and unfair attitude of whites toward 
educated Negros. Takes the slant 





that the latter must blame themselves 
if they don’t forcibly imnrove their | w 


living and working conditions. 


Hughes intends producing ‘Porch’ 
in his new Harlem Shoestring theatre 
It may 
have a better chance there if he 
chops out the cliches and doctors up 
the lines with more inflammatory 
Gilviners do a thoroughly 
satisfactory job in all parts, but they 


in New York next month. 


speeches. 


aren’t robust enough for them. 
Pullen, 





Paradise Plantation 


Pasadena, Nov. 25. 
Drama in five scenes by Shirland Quin 
resented by Pesa’ena Community 
ose; directed by Thomos Browne Henry 


Cast’ June Evans, Martha Shaw, Martha 
Linden, Frank VWileo:, Alen Robb, Heenan 


Fllott, Constance Campaigne. Pav l Maxey 
Victor Mature, 
Caze. Dor's Brenn, 


Fasadena Playhouse, Pasadena, Cal. 





Pasadena Playhouse became of age 
with this one; it’s 21 years since the 
first play was produced there. That’s 
more than can be said of Shirland 
Quin’s piece about life, love and 


superstitions among the canebrake 
of Hawaii. 


Authoress tried to make something 
of a native boy going on the make 
for the plantation boss’ frau when 
he’s pressed into service to model 








Play- 


Margaret Woodfield. Julia |ine. Lucia Seger is plausible as Mrs. 
LDoninto Ramirez de 
Arellano, Robert, Pen Ali, Abel Pinto. At 


It limps badly due to ° ‘Night’ 236, B’kivn 


poor script and equally deficient act- 
a 








and so is the ludicrous sight of the 





12 good men and true who traipse | 

back and forth across the hotel lobby 

= their way to and from the jury 
Ox. 


Script Dearth 








But that’s about all Ide has been 

able to bring to life. Even those 
exceptional bits are fumbled by the 
staging of producer Rufus Phillips 
(reportedly with an assist by Leon- 
ard Sillman), and the rest is pure 
claptrap of second-rate crime novel 
vintage. There are more incidents 
and clues than J. Edgar Hoover 
could keep track of, but no motiva- 
tion, no logic and no explanation. 
_ As a payoff, when there’s a shoot- 
ing the hotel lobby, the reporters 
swarm into their telephone room to 
call their offices. Since they’re all 
—— the same story, it sounds 
ike a slight exaggeration when one 
remarks that ‘this is the biggest 
scoop in years,’ but that’s immedi- 
ately topped by one of his rivals 
ho, in true Hollywood tradition, 
screams into the telephone the order 
to ‘rip open the front page.’ 

_Although he had trouble with his 
lines opening night, Mitchell is 
fairly believable and surprisingly 
winning. He overplays rather pain- 
fully at times, but since nearly 
everyone else in the cast does like- 
wise the fault must lie in the staging. 
Being an unimignative director, 
Phillips obviously doesn’t give his 
audience credit for any imagination, 
so wallops every point with a sledge 
hammer, 

G. Pat Collins is outstanding as the 
arch villain merely because he un- 
: |derplays while everyone else is be- 
laboring every line and every piece 
of business. Of the others, Louise 
Larabee is an acceptably noble hero- 





Murder Trial Fan, while Roy Rob- 
erts is sufficiently poisonous as the 
reporter who makes chumps out of 
the police. Lawrence L. Goldwas- 
ser’s setting is realistic. Hobe. 


for the record.) 








Brooklyn, Novy, 29. 

‘Night Must Fall’ at Shubert gar- 
nerinz profitable coin. WPA produc- 
tions of Gilbert and Sullivan operet- 
tas ‘es Academy of Music also doing 





Australian and New Zealand Thea- 
tres, Ltd... Managing Directors’ Frank 
Ss. Tait, S. S&S Crick, G. B. Dean, 
Present :— 


VIOLET CARLSON 


as the Star of 


“ROSE-MARIE” 


ROY'!L THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 





well. 

Brattleboro opens tomorrow (30) 
with new plav, ‘If You Get It, Do 
You Want It?’ 

Estimate for Last Week 








25-85). Pleasing business at $2,500. 


(Closed last Saturday (26); printed 


‘Night Must Fall,’ Shubert (1.750; 


WPA 
| Gilbert and Sullivan Operettas, 
| Academy of Music (40-75). Good re- 
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official sessions said to have been 
called occasionally although the 
committee as a whole has not met 
for about 18 months. Stated that 
certain showmen were asked to at- 
tend the offstage meetings but they 
were not actually designated e rep- 
resent the League. 
The dearth of plays is recognized 
and at least five scripts which would 
have reached the hands of managers 
have been retained by the authors 
themselves, latter being the five lead- 
ing writers successfully operating at 
the Playwhights Co. Contended by 
the latter that only one or two pro- 
ducers have been affected by its ac- 
tivities. The Playwright group has 
two productions currently on Broad- 
way and a third is due this week. 
Authors’ own productions are ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’, ‘Knickerbocker 
Holiday’ and ‘American Landscape’. 
At least two more are to come from 
them. Several of the playwrights 
group are Dramatisis Guild leaders. 
During the first three months of 
the current scason there were 33 
new productions and a return en- 
gagement on Broadway, which is 
slightly ahead of last fall when 28 
shows came in up to Dec. 1. So 
far, 19 among the autumn’s arrivals 
have been closed, the folds being 
quicker than usual, possibly indicat- 
ing that bankrolls are shorter. 

Shows came in earlier and faster 
this fall than last but production 
pace has slowed down. During the 
coming month not more than eight 
arrivals are expecter, while Janu- 


ary holds a premiere total of around 
a dozen. 





‘MEETING’ $8,500, MONTREAL 


; ; _ Montreal, Nov. 29, 
_ ‘Spring Meeting’ at $2 top, play- 
ing North American premiere last 
week, slipped from previous levels 
for legit shows here recently to $u,- 
500, mild for six nights and two mats. 
Attendance faded end of week de- 
spite raves by local crix. ‘Idiot's 
Delight’ following with $2.50 top. 

: Estimate for Last Week 

Spring Meeting,’ His Majesty’s (1,- 
600; $2 plus tax). Attracted some 
biz, but not enouch to reach five fig- 








| Sponse. 





ures. Fair at $8,500. Currently in 
Toronto, 


Inside Stuff—Lesit si 


Proposal to establish a new theatrical club to be known as the Theatre 
Arts Center has been placed before several professional organizatidns that 
have been asked to aid the movement. Fact that membership would be 
open to both sexes is a feature that differentiates it from the other show 
biz clubs, such as the Lambs, Players and Friars. Sponsors say the estab- 
lishment will include swimming psol, gymnasium and quarters for meet- 
ings. 

Question has been raised as to whether such a club could operate suc- 
cessfully with dues of $10 per year, the rate planned for the center. It’s 
hoped, however, to secure 100 or more life memberships and to raise 
funds elsewhere rather than look for initiation fees to provide working 
capital. Pointed out that several theatrical clubs were financially embar- 
rassed because they had heavy carrying charges and bond liabilities. 


Claimed that the new club has optioned a building on West 43d street, 
New York, which could be remodeled at comparatively moderate cost. 
Intended to open the membership to professionals of all amusement fields 
and to establish the spot as a place to gather for business and recreational 
purposes, rather than the social end. It’s hoped that the club will eventu- 
ate despite the unemployment of many artists. Records show that less 
than half the memberships of some theatrical organizations are working 
regularly. 








Recent postponement of ‘Lorelei,’ which opened at the Longacre, New 
York, last night (Tuesday), is said to have entailed a $15,000 expenditure 
over the sum spent up to the originally scheduled premiere. Cast was on 
full salary two weeks prior to the debut, free rehearsal period of four 
weeks having been exhausted. 

Final scene was reinserted and considerable script revisions are reported 
with the idea of bringing the play up to contemporary dates. Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke commuted from Philadelphia, where he showed in ‘Shadow 
and Substance,’ to assist in the direction of ‘Lorelei,’ in which he’s inter- 
ested financially, along with Richard Myers, Richard Aldrich and Dennis 
King. Drama by Jacques Deval is anti-Nazi. 





Two plays which were withdrawn after trying out are due to reach the 
boards again—‘Window Shopping,’ which brought George Sidney from the 
Coast, and ‘The Flying Ginzburgs.’ Script of the first has been consider- 
ably revised. Title of latter will probably be changed. Hugh O’Connell, 
who returned from Hollywood for ‘Run Sheep, Run’ (closed), is men- 
tioned as the new lead. 


‘Ginzburgs,’ a comedy about vaudeville, fared mildly in Boston. 
‘Here Come the Clowns,’ due next week at the Booth, New York, has a 
similar background. Several vaudevillians are in the cast, including Eddie 
Dowling, its presenter. 





‘Finger in the Pie,’ new musical Eddie Dowling has acquired for spring 
production, has libretto by John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finklehoffe, co- 
authors of ‘Brother Rat.’ and music and iyries by Charles Gaynor. It’s a 
first show for latter, who for the last five years has been wriiing revues 
for community theatres in Indianapolis and Pittsburgh. In latter city, 
his ‘Hold Your Hats’ last spring, for which he did both sketches and tunes, 
drew raves in newspapers when it was done there for several weeks at 
the Playhouse. ‘Finger’ was turned out this summer by the trio in Ber- 
- muda and both Max Gordon and Marc Connelly were said to be giving it 
the once-over when Dowling closed the deal. 





William Faversham, former stage star, who’s a guest at the Percy Wil- 
liams Home, Islip, L. L, is making appearances before civic and women’s 
organizations in Long Island communities. His addresses have attracted 
the attention of Federal Theatre Project people. 


Reported the WPAers have not accepted with relish Faversham’s criti- 
cism of the relief outfit and question his knowledge of the Project. He’s 
quoted favoring the Government supporting the theatre, but has said that 
the Project’s director, Hallie Flanagan, was of amateur background and 
that the pest should be handled by one of professional standing. 





Gag pulled by Connie Nickerson, ingenue lead in the road company of 
‘What a Life,’ during the show’s Boston run early in the fall, brought her 
an unexpected response. In a radio interview the actress was asked if 
there was a romance in her life. She answered there was none, but that 
with Harvard University so close, she had hopes. Next night nine Harvard 
studes showed up at the stage door after the show. Having put herself 
on the spot, Miss Nickerson was as good as her gag. She accompanied all 
nine for a midnight snack. 





Legit managers have been asked to recognize a so-called service union 
consisting of cleaners and porters employed in theatres. Union will pre- 
sent its contentions to the League of New York Theatres tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). Sometime ago, when seeking recognition, the union claimed 60% 
of such employees were members but a check is said to have indicated 
only 5% membership. Same union, however, is said to hav~ ~~~ red a 
10-year contract with a group of midtown film theatres. 





On behalf of the American Theatre Council, Ned Armstrong is writing 
a weekly theatrical bulletin, reporting the activities in Broadway theatres, 
New shows due to open and those touring, or about to take to the road, 
are also included. Indicated that about 20 out-of-town papers used parts 
cf the first two bulletins. Armstrong, who’s press agent for ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ at the Miller, N. Y., has also written an article anent the play 
and author. It appears in the theatre program. 





Theatre before ‘Rocket to the Moon’ opened last Thursday (24) at the 
Belasco, New York. Not all will apply to that house, however, since it’s 
planned to move ‘Rocket’ to the Windsor next month to make way for the 
sweeys ‘Gentle People.’ Latter, by Irwin Shaw, is due around the holi- 
days. 





Sneak thieves scaled the fire escape of the St. James theatre, New York, 
where ‘Hamlet’ is now current, on two occasions last week, entering 
dressing rooms to take. $19 from the wallet of one victim and a small sum 
a few nights later from another. Thefis are said to have occurred evéeF 
since the theatre’s construction as its fire escapes afford easy access to the 
dressing rooms, 





_ Oscar Hammerstein, who has dropped the 2d from his name, presented 
Glorious Morning’ at the Mansfield, New York, Saturday (26) in associa 
tion with Michael Hillman, who heretofore had not been identified with 


show business. Reported that the show has the backing of a wealthy, 
South African, 





Unusual distinction of originating three roles in three current hit plays 
falls upon Arthur Gould-Porter, at present in ‘Oscar Wilde.’ Actor was 
the queen's secretary for two seasons in ‘Victoria Regina,’ leaving to take 
part of ‘Flossie Nightingale’ in ‘Bachelor Born’ for one season, and finally 
switching to ‘Wilde.’ 





notice of his wife, the late Carrie Braunek Jordan. Her home was 





Ridgefield Park, N. J., and not Ridgewood, as stated, 


Theatre parties aggregating $39,000 were contracted for by the Group 


Edward Curtis Jordan asks that a correction be made in the obituary. 
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Cohan smashed ali legit 

rge M. Cohan sma all legi 
role. marks for Chicago when he 
fimmed $43,200 into the Auditorium 
for the first week of ‘I'd Rather Be 
Right.’ And there is every indica- 
tion that the two remaining weeks 
of the show will also stick above the 
40 grand marker. It was unques- 
tionably the swankiest opening in 
years here, and that takes in even 
the opera. Continuous lines at the 
poxoffice, and there isn’t a really 
good seat left for the remainder of 
the stay. Brokers are knifing each 
other to snatch off a pair of decent 
ducats. : 

Force of Cohan in the 4,500-seat 
arena dropped the Gertrude Law- 
rence show to a poor second in gross 
marks, but ‘Susan and God’ was 
nevertheless a wow in its own right 
with a $19,000 again, helped by the 
extra turkey day mat. Show will 
stick until end of year, though it 
could menage several mcre months 
easily at the present pace. 

Foldie of the session is ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time,’ which closes up shop 
in the Grand on Saturday (3) with 
the cast returning to New York. 
It'll be a generally mild four-week 
limp, though the final session is 
perking on closing notice. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ which startled 
the American Theatre Society sub- 
scribers and convinced them that 
maybe the legit stage is not as 
‘proper’ as it might be, quit Satur- 
ibs (26). Show went on to Milwau- 
kee and points northwest. Will lay 
off the week before Christmas and 
then open in Detroit. 

Replacing ‘Of Mice and Men’ in 
the lwyn was ‘Whiteoaks,’ which 
opened last night (28) for a three- 
week stint, and will be followed by 
‘Shadow and Substance.’ 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
will do four weeks of ‘Amphitryon 
38’ starting Dec. 5 in the Erlanger, 
the first two weeks for the American 
Theatre Society subscribers. And 
then will toss off a fortnight of ‘Sea 


Gull.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Yd Rather Be Right,’ Auditorium 
(2d week) (4,500; $3.30). This may 
be a stadium, but there weren't 
enough seats, due to the sensational 
demand for a chance to squint at 
Geo. M. Sold this house to the raft- 
ers for a remarkable $43,200. Show 
will do well over $125,000 in its three 
weeks here. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Selwyn (1,000; 

75). 

turday (26) after five meek 
stanza. Closing week’s gross was 
$8,000. Off for additional midwest 
time. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Grand (4th 
and final week) (1,400; $2.75)». Was 
a disappointment and will fold on 
Saturday (3). Better than $8,000 on 
the session, mostly from the upstairs 
customers. 

‘Susan and God,’ Harris (7th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Extra mat meant an- 
ether $1,500, driving the gross up to 
near the $19,000 figure again. Sen- 
sational take and will stay to end of 
he year. 

‘Whiteoaks,’ Sclwyn (ist week) 
(1,000; $2.75). In for three weeks, 
and should do okay on Ethel Barry- 
Opened Monday night 


WPA 
‘Prologue te Glery,’ Blackstone. 
‘The Mikado,’ Great Northern. 


‘ROAD’ HITS BIG 156 IN 
ATLANTA; NEAR BAN 


Atlanta, Nov. 29. 

‘Tobacco Road’ closed its road en- 
gagement at the Erlanger here Satur- 
day (26) after eight big days which 
8awW a $15,000 gross once it was clear 
of censors and courts thanks to 
heavy publicity. 

A week before show opened here 
City Council empowered board of 
reviews, usually confined to films, to 
Pass on showing here. Group de- 
Mmanded a preview and turned down 
the show. Manager secured a tem- 
porary injunction but court later 
made injunction permanent, holding 


that ordinance governing show was 
void, 











‘Women’ Hits Okay 12G, 


St. Loo, Despite Opposish 


i St. Louis, Nov. 29. 

Despite stiff opposish furnished by 
& five-night stand on Sonja Henie’s 
ice revue and the annual Thanks- 
giving Day football game between 
Washington and St. Louis Univer- 
sities for the city championship, ‘The 
ee in 10 performances at the 
lencrican theatre, the town’s only 
egiter, did nicely last week. It was 
& repeat date. 
t Vv. Mary Ellis, morals crusader, 
on the east, disapproved ‘Women, 

ile the show got raves from crix 
and theatregoers. 

Estimate for Last Week 
$1.68 Women’ (American) (1,707; 
os ). Collected $12,000 for 10 per- 
ormances, nice considering stiff op- 
bosish and two snowy days. 


> 





| 


Pulled out of the burg on |$3.30). Accorded flattering reception 


| 








‘Women’ Registering In 
Cincy; ‘Blossom’ $7,000 


Cincinnati, Nov. 29. 
Second biggest take of the local 
legit season is being registered this 
week by ‘The Women,’ which opened 
Sunday at the Cox for nine perform- 
ances at $2.75 top. Dandy advance 
sale points to a $12,000 gross. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Blossom Time,’ Cox (1,335; $2.26). 
Petered out to a_ disappointing 
$7,000, 


LADY 126, HUB, 
LANDSCAPE 











$5 (00 | Dec 5 and ‘Our Town’ Dec. 12. 
* Estimate for Last Week 


Boston, Nov. 29. 

‘American Landscape’ remains 
here until today (30) and then the 
Hub will have a legit famine until 
Dec. 12 when. ‘Merchant of Yonkers’ 
comes in with Jane Cowl. No other 
attractions set after that until Noel 
Coward opens his ‘Set to Music,’ 
starring Beatrice Lillie, Dec. 26. 

‘Landscape,’ third of the Play- 
wrights’ plays this season, opened to 
a mixed press and tepid b. o. recep- 
tion. ‘Great Lady,’ a musical that 
has been undergoing pre-Broadway 
revision in road towns to the tune 
of tame grosses, was given a hearty 
press welcome and a very encourag- 
ing patronage by the showgoers. 
While ‘Great Lady’ now looks ready 
for a Broadway plunge, ‘American 
Landscape’ was not in satisfactory 
shape by week-end, and the extra 
three days wefe announced. 

‘Charles Waldron, playing a lead 
marked by several long speeches, is 
reaping great credit for learning his 
part on five days’ notice, when Ar- 
thur Byron had to quit ‘Landscape’ 
rehearsals because of illness. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Great Lady,’ Shubert (1,590; 
by crix and tallied encouraging gross 
in its week of seven performances, 
without serious opposition. Football 


‘DIFFERENT’ FOLDS TO 





Washington, Nov. 29. 

Nobody is seriously blaming either 
the local critics or the local theatre- 
goers, but Capital is bidding to ruin 
its finally-recognized status as a 
swell try-cut town the first season 
it is really capitalizing on it. Out 
of nine weeks so far, six have been 
pre-Broadway polishings, with three 
hits and three flops. 

Although score apparently is even, 
what has boys worried is not only 
that last three tries have flopped, but 
that they folded here. Makes cracks 
about the graveyard of the theatre a 
little too easy. Sting is somewhat 
| removed, however, by fact that all 

three flops were skedded to quit 
|}even before they arrived. 


| ‘I Am Different’ got usual swank 
first-night turnout, but word-of- 
;}mouth and disappointing 
\licked Tullulah Bankhead just as Ina 
| Claire in ‘Yankee Fable.’ Katharine 
| Cornell stands as only one of trio of 
|femme stars whose personal rep 
|could offset bad play, her ‘Herod 
and Mariamne’ collecting twice what 
| Bankhead and Claire mustered. 


‘Golden Boy’ comes in this week 
with ‘Pins and Needles’ to follow 





‘I Am Different,’ National (1,698; 
$2.50)—Tullulah Bankhead unable to 
| offset disappointing notices and 
| ditto word-of-mouth. Play folded 
here with approximately $8,000. 


SHADOW $12,000, 
TOWN 14146 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia Nov. 29. 

Two heavy snow storms knocked 
legit gross figures considerably un- 
der expectations. But all the houses 
reported okay patronage thanks to 
the out-of-towners and the curiosity 
of those who were willing to take a 
chance on the-municipal snowbanks. 

Mask and Wig Club’s 5lst annual 
production, ‘All Around the Town’ 
had a crackerjack week at the Er- 
langer, getting $27,500. Walter 
Hampden is in at house now for two 
weeks, starting with ‘Trilby.’ 

Biz was divided between ‘Lightnin’ 








mob boosted Saturday take. Total 
around $12,000. 

‘American Landscape,’ Wilbur (1,- 
227: $2.75) (1st wk). Consensus here 
is that everything depends on wise 
revision and_ clarification. Some 
crix thought it preached too much. 
Improved steadily through week, 
and more changes will be made dur- 
ing extra three days. Closes Wednes- 
day (30). Benefit Tuesday (22) for 
German refugees sliced $2,000 off the 
gross, making actual tally around 
$5,000; away under expectations. 


‘Torchbearers’ $5,000 In 
Frisco Too Slim; Out 


San Francisco, Nov. 29. 
*Torchbearers’ folded at the Curran 
Saturday (26) after two weeks of 
disappointing business. Company, 
headed by Constance Collier, went to 





at the Chestnut,’ ‘Our Town’ at the 
Locust, and ‘Shadow and Substance’ 
at the Forrest. Box office activity 
wasn’t unprecedented, but spread 
around there was money enough for 
all three. 
Estimates of Last Week 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ Forrest 
(2d wk.) (2,000; $2.85). Return en- 
gagement didn’t touch try-out fig- 
ures, but went to okay $)2,000. 
‘Lightnin,’ Chestnut (2d wk) (1,800; 
$2.85). Not what was expecied, but 
plenty of help from holiday despite 


storms, $8,500. 

‘Our Town,’ Locust (ist wk.) 
(1,700; $2.50). On subscription, and 
topnotch notices, $14,500. One more 
week, 

‘AH Around the Town,’ Erlanger 
(1,800; $2.85). Wiggers got swell 
publicity and reviews. Ideal week 
for their show and despite bad 
weather, show hit $27,500. 











Los Angeles for two weeks at the 
Biltmore. WPA ‘Murder at _ the 
Cathedral’ closed at the Alcazar the- 
atre on the same night as George 
Kelly comedy and moved to Oakland | 
for two weeks’ run in the East bay. 
Estimate for Last Week | 
*Torchbearers,’ Curran (1,771; $2.75) | 
(2d week). 
failed to set town afire and show 


Revival of this comedy 


“CAN'T TAKE IT’ $6,500, 


K. C; *JUDGMENT’ SET 


Kansas City, Nov. 29. 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ ina 





folded after two disappointing weeks. | two-day stand in the Music Hall of 


Second week lucky to get $5,000. 
WPA 


‘Murder in the Cathedral,’ Alcazar 
(1,269; $1.10) (2d week). 


j the city auditorium ran up a $6,500 
| gross with two performances 
| Thanksgiving and an evening per- 


Best thing | formance Wednesday. Total returns 


ject | Very satisfactory in the face of ex- 
ne — agg ey P haha ove ‘treme holiday competition. Also, it’s 


from colleges and churches was fine 
and business was good. 


New Haven Has Seen 
‘Idiot’; Baker $2,500 


New Haven, Nov. 29. 

First road stand of Phii Baker's 
‘Idiot's Delight’ tour, at pop prices, 
drew small figure here last week- 
end. Mild b.o. attributed to the 
fact that the Lunt-Fontanne combo 
played the show here previously, 
also that Baker did his stuff at near- 
by strawhat during summer. Critical 
comment on production was favor- 
able both from press and public. 

‘American Landscape,’ set for cur- 
rent half week, Nov. 28 to 30, was 
cancelled in order to shoot show di- 
rectly to Broadway. 
‘Lightnin’’ for Dec. 2 and 3 and 
no future bookings. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Idiet’s Delight’ (Shubert) (1,600; 
$2.20). Around $2,500 on four per- 
formances meant plenty of vacant 
spaces, 





House has | 


the second appearance here for the 
;company, show having played a 
| week last season. Heading west for 
| dates in Tulsa, Wichita and Okla- 
| homa City. 
| -Resident Theatre’s second produc- 
ition of the season, Elmer Rice’s 
\‘Judgment Day,’ opened Monday 
| night to a sell out house (500 seats) 
and had se}! outs in advance for two 
| Sollowing nights. Play was original- 
ly set for 10-day run, but in view of 
the opening, an extended run is 
planned. 

Organization has a subscription list 
of 1,800 and individual admission is 
set at $1 per head. 





‘EDNA’ OK’ PORTLAND 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 29. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner rated a ter- 
| rific advance sale for her two-day 
| stand at the Rivoli under the local 
management of William B. McCurdy. 
| At $2.65 top, indications are for a 
| heavy gross. Miss Skinner presents 


|two plays, ‘Edna, His Wife’ and 





| ‘Wives of Henry VIII’ 


$8,000, WASHINGTON 


reviews | 


Sway MasicalBiaded wil Lave” 
Tf 35446, Hellzapoppin’ $3100 
Syracuse $30,000; Hamlet’ 196 





Out of six premieres on Broadway 
last week the majority was disap- 
pointing, but a new musical standout 
proved the exception. One other ar- 


the remaining quartet, two were 
|quickly withdrawn and the other 
|pair extremely doubtful of sticking. 





he new sock attraction is the mu- | 


sical, ‘The Boys from Syracuse,’ 
| which drew a strong press at debut 
jat the Alvin, with some notices of 
ithe rave nature. After a clean-up 


| opening night, attendance jumped to 


ning, and indications are the gross 
|will top $30,000 this week 
{opened Wednesday, 23). ‘Syracuse,’ 
| therefore, 
| the list’s leaders. 

| ‘Leave It to Me’ held the number 


|one spot in point of gross, with tak- | 


|ings over $35,500, which included 
| Standees for all performances during 
| the second full week. ‘Hellzapoppin’ 


| went close to $31,000 by playing two | 


|extra matinees, and indications are 


|the big three will ride through the | 


|; Season, 

| Last week started mildly, but what 
| with Thanksgiving there were excel- 
|lent grosses registered, even though 
heavy snow on the holiday night af- 
fected the final two days’ business. 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ topped $17,- 
000, with ‘Oscar Wilde’ getting nearly 
as much, both playing nine perform- 
jances. ‘Hamlet’ got its best take so 
for with more than $19,000. 
Lincoln,’ however, easily held the 
lead among straight plays with an- 
other $21,000 total. 

‘Rocket to the Moon,’ Belasco, was 
best of the straight shows which en- 
tered last week. Drew a fair press 
at the Thursday debut, though ad- 
vance reports were hardly borne out, 
‘Gloriana,’ at the Little, and ‘Glori- 
ous Morning,’ Mansfield, opened Fri- 
day and Saturday, respectively, both 
getting thumbs down notices. ‘Good 


Guild, opened early in the week, both 
being withdrawn. In addition, ‘Where 
Do We Go from Here‘ bowed out of 
the Vanderbilt. 

Due next week: ‘Here Come the 
Clowns,’ Booth, and ‘Spring Meeting, 
Morosco, with a WPA‘er, ‘Androcles 
| and the Lion’ (colored) a possibility 
|}at the Lafayette, Harlem. 

Estimate for Last Week 
‘Abe Lincoln in Ifinois,’ Plymouth 
(7th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Has 
| gained such momentum that it’s 
| doubtful of being topped among 
straight plays this season; $21,000. 

‘American Landscape,’ Cort (CD- 
11,059; $3.30). Presented by The 
| Playwrights; written by Elmer Rice; 
tried out in Boston; opens Saturday 


. 





(3). 
‘Bachelor Born,’ Morosco (45th 
| week) (C-961; $3.30). Better here 


than at Mansfield; what with cut 
rates business topped $5,000; again 
due to move, this time into 46th 
Street, next week. 

‘Beys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (2d 
week) (M-1,355; $4.40). Drew strong 
press with some rave notices and 
built to capacity by third night; 
opened last mid-week; expected to 
bg $31,000. 

leriana,’ Little (D-532; $3.30). 
Opened Friday and drew distinctly 
weak press; lays off balance of week 
for script changes. 

‘Glorious Morning,” Mansfield (1st 
week) (D-1,097; $3.30). Opened Sat- 
urday (26); drew criticisms on 
the ubtful side. 

‘Go Hunting,” Hudson. With- 
drawn after second performance last 
week, Tuesday (22). 

‘Great Lady,’ Majestic (lst week) 
(M-1,717; $3.85). Presented by 
Dwight Deere Wiman: book by Earle 
Crooker and Lowell Brentano; score 
by Frederic Loewe; opens Thurs- 
day (1). 

‘Helizapoppin, Winter Garden 
(11th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Moved 
here Monday from 46th Street, where 
it played to standing room only; last 
week in 10 performances gross hit 
new high of nearly $31,000. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert 
(10th week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Still 
commands excellent attendance with 
| virtual capacity, despite new musical 
arrivals and agency call tapering; 
$26,000 claimed. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(10th week) (C-944; $3.30). Went 
over the $17,000 mark last week: 


establish that policy ‘ rough the 
winter, starting with the holidays. 

‘Leave It te Me,’ Imperial (4th 
| week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Leads the 
field with standees at all perform- 
ances; second week went over $35,- 
500 mark. 

‘Lorelei,’ Longacre (‘st week) (D- 
1,019; $3.30). Presented by Richard 
Aldrich and Dennis King in associa- 
tion with Cedric Hardwicke and 
| Richard Myers; written by Jacques 
, Deval; opened Tuesday (29). 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ 
more (7th week) (M-1,096; $4.40). 
Among the season’s better musicals; 
draw is substantiai, although not ex- 
ceptional: around $20,000. 

‘Osear Wilde,’ Fulton (*th week) 








rival rates a moderate chance. Of|e 


standee proportions by the third eve- | 
(show | 


assumes position among | 


‘Abe | 


| Hunting,’ Hudson, and ‘Ringside Seat,’ | 


played nine performances and will | 


Barry- | 


(D-913; $3.30). Extra matinee Fri- 
day sent gross around $17,500; af- 
|fected by weather several rform- 
ances, but among straight play lead- 


rs. 

‘Ringside Seat,’ Guild. Taken off 
| Saturday after playing one week; 
| adverse press. 

‘Rocket. to the Moon,’ Belasco (2d 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Opened late 
| last week, drawing fair press; was 
| highly touted, but moderate engage- 
|ment indicated. 
| ‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box 
(10th week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Con- 
'tinues to profitable business; mati- 
nee weakness stops pace from mate- 
| rial betterment; $16,000. 

‘Soliloquy,’ Empire (lst week) 
| (D-1,096; $3.30). Presented by Henry 
| Weissman; written by Victor Victor; 
was tried out on the Coast recently; 
opened Monday (28); panned. 
| “Phe Fabulous Invalid,’ Broadhurst 
| (8th week) (CD-1,107; $3.85). Has 
not climbed as hoped; around §$13,- 
| 000 last week, about an even break. 
‘Tobacco Read,’ Forrest (260th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Looks like 
long run drama will pass the five- 
year mark; around $5,000, which is 
enough for small profit with low-cost 
| operation. 
| ‘Victoria Regina’ (repeat), Martin 
| Beck) (9th week) (CD-1,214; $3.30). 
| Another three weeks for repeater; 
| still making coin with last week’s 
| gross again around $16,000. 
‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (33d week) 
| (C-891; $3.30). Engagement slated 
until New Year’s eve; will be fol- 
lowed by ‘The Primrose Path’; ‘Life’ 
drew comparatively good gross last 
week with $8,000 in 10 performances. 

‘Where De We Go From Here?’ 
Vanderbilt. Withdrawn last Satur- 
day: played one week and seven per- 
formances. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Am- 
bassador (103d week) (C-1,156; 
$1.65). Laugh show is getting by to 
slight profit and may stick for the 
‘holiday trade; last week rated around 


$5,000. 
“Revival 


‘Hamlet,’ St. James (sth week) (D- 
1,520; $3.30). Bettered $19,000, which 
was the best gross since starting; 
cannot get much more in seven per- 
| formances of full length version; an- 
nounced to continue into January. 


| 





Added 
| ‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
| (43d week) (R-500; $2.75). Passes 


| the year mark this week; trade 
unionists’ revue started as a week- 
,end attraction then went on regu- 
|larly; averages $6,000 weekly and 
| okay. 

‘fhe Girl from Wyoming,’ Ameri- 
|ean Music Hall (6th week). More 
|of a stunt than a show; business fair 
| with sale of liquor probably keep- 
| ing it going. 


WPA 
‘On the Rocks,’ Daly’s; final week. 
‘The Big Blow,’ Elliot. 


‘GOLDEN BOY’ $12,400 
DESPITE BALTO SNOW 


Baltimore, Nov. 29. 

Town currently dark after ringing 
up nice $12,400 for ‘Golden Boy’ at 
Ford's. 

‘Our Town’ due in next week has 
walloping advance sale chalked up 
already and looks headed for re- 
sounding take. ‘Pins and Needles’ set 
, to follow. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Golden Boy,’ Ford’s (1,900; $2.75). 
Practically sellout trade for upper 
floors and good interest throughout 
week built to okay $12,400. Would 
have gotten even more but for severe 
Thanksgiving day snow. 


‘Whiteoaks’ Grosses 
Fair $9,900 in Cincy 


Cleveland, Nov. 29. 
Despite Community Fund drive, 
| Ethel Barrymore managed to keep 
\the Hanna’s take from ‘Whiteoaks’ 
;up to a fairly Meet $9,900 for eight 
| performances. Reviews fine. 
| Theatre dark this week. Next date 
| is ‘Shadow and Substance’ for Dec. 
| 5. Shavian cycle at Playhouse was 
| such a disappointment that leading 
rep theatre is yanking ‘Heartbreak 
| House’ and ‘On the Rocks’ after one 
| week, shoving in ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ to run opposite “Tonight 
| at 8:30° in its two auditoriums. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Whiteoaks, Hanna (1,435; $2.75 
'top). Ethel Barrymore's first -visit 
|in three years hurt by too many 
| other distractions, yet $9,900 lets her 
break better than even. 


‘Service’ $2,500, Maplewood 

Maplewood, N. J., Nov. 29. 
‘Room Service’ at the Maplewood 
| theatre did poorly on account of the 
heavy storms during the week, the 
|b. o. hardly getting $2,500. : 3 
| Current attraction is “The Mikado 
; with Howard Marsh. 
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Twain Still Lively Seller 

Gathering of the Mark Twain 
Assn. at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., to 
commemorate 103d year of the birth 
of the noted scribbler, who was born 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens, saw an 
impressive turnout. 

Announced at the meeting that 
winner of the association’s 12th an- 
nual quotation contest was Mrs. A. 
G. Karl, of San Diego, Cal. Chair- 
man of the judges for the competi- 
tion was Dr. William Lyon Phelps. 
New officers of the association elect- 
ed at the meeting were Coley B. 
Taylor, vice-prez and Edith Burtis, 
secretary. 

Although dead nearly 30 years, 
Twain is still one of the livest au- 
thors on the lists of his publisher, 








by Allen. 
priced edition to follow. 


Publication rights to a couple of 
light novels have also been acquired 
by Allen, and he intends to publish 
Will be 


the books early next year. 
profusely illustrated by Zito. 

First volume of cartoons, ‘Dogs by 
Zito,’ published by another house, 
claimed a sale of around 300,000, at 
$2.50 per copy. Allen hopeful the 
follow-up will touch that figure. 

New publishing activity will not 
keep Alien from the stage. Says he 
is going into a new show in three 
weeks. 





Poetry Group’s Officers 
Padraic Colum is the new presi- 


De luxe edition runs to 
around 50,000 copies, with popular- 


Schwartz’s New Encyc 

Pretentious new publishing ven- 
ture being undertaken by Julius 
Schwartz, who gets out a number of 
directories, is the Biographical En- 
cyclopaedia of America. Will be a 
who's who of contemporary leaders 
in every form of endeavor not only 
in the U. S. but in North America. 

With work only just begun, 
Schwartz organization has no idea 
as to encyc’s size. Among direc- 
tories in specialized fields now pub- 
lished by the Schwartz firm are 
Who’s Who in the Clergy, Who's 
Who in Law, and Who’s Who in 
Physicians and Surgeons. 





NEW PERIODICALS 





at $15,000. Plant also hit by fire in 
February, 1930. 

Without missing issue, paper is 
being printed elsewhere pending re- 
pairs. 





Monks, Jr., Sues for $16,000 


John Monks, Jr., who with Fred 
Finkelhoffe wrote the stage play, 
‘Brother Rat,’ filed suit in New York 
Friday (26) to recover $10,000 from 
the N. Y. & Baltimore Transpor- 
tation line for alleged breach of con- 
tract. 


Monks claims he was entitled to 
the money as commission for negoti- 
ating the sale of the defendant’s boat, 
‘Baltimorean,’ to the U. S. Govern- 
ment for $100,000. 
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Switzerland, may come ove 
next summer. . 7 
Morris R. Werner completin 
biography of the late Julius Roseat 
wald, philanthropist. 
Tax Publications, Inc., charte 
to _conduct a publishing-printigs 
business in New York. . 
Hector Bolitho, who took an i 
mediate blast at the Nazis Ween onal! 
ing over, arrived on a German boat, 
Bob Meusel, now writing tin pan 
alley items for the N. yY, World. 
Telegram, used to be a lyric writer. 
Almost coincident with th ; 
lication of his new book of 1 Te 


Yovan Radenkovitch 
act went to the 


Marie McSwigan working on a fic. 


Harper’s. Indicating the huge earn-/dent of the Poetry Society of ap tion t - Bey 

ings from Twain's books is the fact America. Other officers are: Theda oreven mag for the little New Acquires Harbor Tag her ‘ny token Reason of 

that since 1910, year in which Twain|Kenyon, Gordon, Lawrence and Yorker,’ or antithesis of those who Although Harbor Press is being| biography of John. K: + Rp Rowrpe 

died, Harper’s has paid into the|/A. M. Sullivan, vice-presidents;| read the New Yorker, will debut] dissolved, name will not pass out.| Pittsburgh house pilates “ie ae 
, ; 0 be. 


Twain estate nearly $1,500,000 in| Miles Dawson, treasurer, and Harold | nee 5. 


Will concern itself with the 


royalties. Annual royalties since the | Vinal, secretary. Executive commit-| sittle New Yorker’ at home, at work 
author’s death have never been less|tee comprises Marie Bullock, Kim- ‘ 


than $50,000. 
figure was $91,000. 


In the year 1924-25, | ball Flaccus, Henry Goddard Leach, 
May Lewis, Elias Lieberman, Floyd 


| and at play, giving at all times a 
| strictly unsophisticated view of 


Rights to the name have been ac- 
quired by Elizabeth W. Wood, one 
of the stockholders, for utilization 
in the near future. 


came a topflight artist. 


Maury Gurin, formerly on edi- 
torial staff of Philadelphia Record 
back in his hometown, Pittsburgh, to 


Figures do not include very large|McKnight, Emma Mills, Mary At- | patiogeashy renee Reap pete , ae8gn Publishing plans of Mrs. Wood fc# | open a publicity office. 
Iti f tage and screen|water and Jean Starr Untermyer at angie mag seeks short stories Of) the new Harbor Press not formulated/ Frank Case tied hi : 
royalties. from stag yet.) not over 1,800 words, paragraph in- partied himself at his 


rights to the Twain works. Total 
sales of Twain books have exceeded 
10,000,000. 


Edwin Markham named honorary 
prez. 


Both prizes in the organization’s 





Indict Annenberg, Dimitman 


Moe Annenberg, 


publisher, 


and 


Eli Zachary Dimitman, city editor of 
the Philly Inquirer, have been in- 
dicted by the November grand jury 
on a charge of libel growing out of 
the recent political campaign. Suit 
was brought by Albert M. Green- 
field, banker, real estate man, and 
Democratic biggie, as a result of a 
radio talk by Daniel J. Murphy, an 
attorney, who was also indicted. In- 
quirer reprinted his speech in full. 

Murphy charged that Greenfield 
withdrew $300,000 from the Bankers 
Trust Company, which he headed, 
only five days before it closed in 
1930. Inquirer additionally printed 
purported facsimilies of checks and 
records to prove the charges. Testi- 
mony given at a hearing on war- 
rants sworn out by Greenfield show- 
ed that the alleged withdrawal was 
merely a bookkeeping item, and that 
as a matter of fact Greenfield was 
actually pouring money into the 
bank. 

Murphy was also indicted on a 
second count of ‘stating and trans- 
mitting libelous statements to a pub- 
lisher and an editor for publication 
in newspapers.’ No date has been 
set for trial. 





Albany Situation 





St. 
which suspended in September, will 
lose about 
paper’s failure, chiefly as a result of 
having accepted stock, in lieu of 





annual poetry awards go to New 
Yorkers. Helen Morrow gets $100 
for her ‘Two Deers in a Glade,’ and 
Oscar Williams $50 for ‘Wolf of 


Music.’ 





Europa’s English Books 
Expansion plans being formulated 


by Europa Books, whereby the pub- 
lishing 
language books to its output. 
to the present gone in for foreign- 
language 
them here or importing them for 
American distribution. 


house will add _ English- 


Has up 


books only, publishing 


English-language books to be is- 


sued under the Europa imprint will 
be both fiction and non-fiction, ac- 
cording to Illes Scheer, the tirm’s 
head. Not necessarily translations, 
but 
Scheer, 
Books editor, 
manuscripts as soon as arrangements 
for his company’s expanded activ- 
ities can be completed. 


original 
who 


works in English. 
is also the Europa 
will begin reading 





Employees’ Stock Worthless 
Employees of the Westliche Post, 
Louis German language. rag, 


$140,000 through the 


cash, for wages every other week 
during the past five years. Accord- 








ers issuing the works of the German 
exiles for American reprint rights. 
Will publish them here as the Forum 
of German Literature. 

Four of the leading literary exiles 
from Naziland, Thomas Mann, Rene 
Schickele, Franz Werfel and Stefan 
Zweig. will act as an advisory com- 
mittee to help select the books. 
In the list will be not only contem- 
porary authors, but also those clas- 
sicists whose books fed the Nazi bon- 
fires. 

Books in German will be paper- 
bound, after the fashion of much of 











Holbrook will edit. 


photographs. 
handle show news. 





Lansing Pushes Censorship 
While Jackson, Mich., 


Digest. Cody has formed Morrill 
Cody Publications to sponsor the 
mag, whose title will be Metropolis. 
Policy changes planned. Marion 


Periodical will continue to be dis- 
tributed monthly to the Knott hotel 
guests. Emphasis editorially will be 
on practical information about New 
York, and will include humor and 
Donald Fairchild will 


turned 


cidents, poetry of not more than 14 
lines, drawings, photos and cartoons. 

U. S. Camera Magazine, picture 
quarterly, will be brought out by 
publishers of U. S. Camera Annual. 
First issue barely precedes 1939 edi- 
tion of the annual, which comes out 
this week. New mag’s editors in- 
clude Edward Steichen, Phillips An- 
drews, T. F. Maheney, Paul Outer- 
bridge, Anton Bruehl, Willard Mor- 
gan and Elmer Lasher, 


American Citizen, weekly mag hav- 
ing as its purpose Americanization of 
the foreign-born, is in preparation. 
Will be the official organ of the Na- 
tional League of American Citizens 
of Foreign Descent. Mag will be 
directed by Stanford M. Shottland, 
Jr., John A. Weis and Augustus G. 
Miller, with last-named as editor. 

Pair of mags being readied by Ziff- 
Davis Publishing Co., N. Y. There’s 
a call out for material. Titles and 
launching dates not determined as 
yet, but one of the periodicals will 
be an adventure mag in the fantasy 
field and the other a pulp for weird 
stories. Short novels, novelettes and 
short stories wanted for both publi- 
cations. B. G. Davis to edit the pair, 
with Raymond A. Palmer as manag- 
ing ed. 

Bandwagon, monthly pictorial mag 
for jitterbugs, deals with popular 
music and music-makers. Special 
feature will be a ‘song-of-the-month’ 
award. Published by Trojan Pub- 








Willert, will meet next month to 
choose officers for the year. 

Book Publishers Bureau, like its 
predecessor, is book trade body ser- 
vicing publishers, 





45 Hungarian Weeklies Out 
Forty-five weeklies, mainly trade 
papers, economic journals and gos- 
sip pages, have been refused pub- 
lication permits in Hungary under 


the new Press Law voted by parlia- 
ment. 


It is expected that havoc will be 


as yet, but likely to include a num- 
ber of limited editions of fine books. 





Hearst Drops Xmas Ads 


Space rate huliday greetings from 
showfolk, biz conceins and city of- 
ficials are being dropped by the Los 
Angeles Examiner this year. A 
letter sent out by the Hearst sheet 
states downtown papers agreed to 
discontinue the practice two years 
ago. 

Not known whether the Los An- 
geles Times will follow suit, 





Textford’s Miniature Books 

Textford Press is an addition to 
the ever-increasing ranks of minia- 
ture book publishers. New Pub- 
lishing house, headed by George 
Cavalero, projects a number of 35- 
centers. Will issue books for chil- 
dren as well as for adults, 

While most of the cheapies are 
paper-backs, Textford books will be 
clothbound. 





Charter Book Markets 

Book Markets Inc. has been chart- 
ered to conduct a printing-publish- 
ing business in Manhattan, with a 
capital stock of $10,000. Directors 
are Maude H. Feldman and May S. 
Hart, 490 West End Ave., and Joseph 
C. Whitman, 343 W. 7ist St., New 
York, Samuel Kornfeld filing at- 
torney, 











come to America to sell printing 
presses to newspapers. At the out- 
break of the War, he entered the 
newspaper field in Ohio. After his 
retirement as dramatic critic, Roy 
wrote many short stories and au- 
thored two books. Wife, two sons 
and a daughter survive. 





CHATTER 
saad ao engaged to marry. 
rances Parkinson K i 
Washingtex, eyes in from 


Peter Berns to New Orleans to dig 
some color or a novel. 


Algonquin to celebrate publication 
of his book, ‘Tales of a Wayward 
Inn,’ which is about the hostelry. 


First Times Square sign to adver. 
tise a book is that covering four and 
a half stories of the Strand hotel for 
Charles Cooke’s novel, ‘Big Show.’ 


Subject to Antonina Vallentin’s 
new biog, ‘Leonardo Da Vinci,’ was 
suggested by Adolph Kroch the Chi 
bookman, when the two met in Paris, 


Hy Gardner’s Broadway column 
now runs thrice weekly in Brooklyn 
Eagle instead of once-a-week, when 
first started some three years ago. 


Harry Kodinsky, reporter on Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette, has sold a 
couple of true-story detective yarns 
to Gang Busters for radio drama- 
tization. 

Margaret Mitchell, author of 
‘Gone, etc.’ will get the New York 
Southern Society’s annual medal of 
distinction at a dinner-dance at the 
Waldorf on Dec. 7, 


Harry Baum and Salvador Nelson 
will do the souvenir books for the 
Jewish Palestine Pavilion at the 
World’s Fair, and the professional 
tour of Don Budge. 


Essandees publishes this week, ‘We 
Saw It Happen,’ in which a dozen 
special writers of the N.Y. Times teli 
the news behind the news of their 
outstanding assignments. 

Dr. Harvey Gaul, one-time musie 
editor and play reviewer for Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette, now doing con- 


John Hemmer, former president of 
the New York City Press Photogs 
Assn., and now a resident of North 
Carolina, has been named chairman 
of the executive board of the new 
Carolinas Press Photographers Assn. 

Rochester Democrat & Chronicle 
promoted Sadie Hawkins Dance link- 
ing with Lil’ Abner comic strip 48 
benefit show in Convention Hall. 
Gals issued summonses for thelr 
swains and stood the $1 nick at the 
gate. 

John English, Schenectady busi- 
ness man and publisher of the 








| or ye 


nue a ome 


Editorial employees of Frank A.|ing to testimony given at a bank- lications, Bob Maxwell editing. Frederick Prez of Tide cert reviews for monthly Musical 
Gannett’s Knickerbocker Press, Al-|ruptcy hearing by Walter A. Hof-| Vocational Trends, monthly mag, After two years of editor of Tide, | Forecast in that city. 
bany,. will vote Dec. 5 to determine | heinz, secretary-treasurer, some em-|to make its first appearance this| David Frederick becomes president} Meigs O. Frost, reporter for New 
whether the Tri-City Newspaper |ployees will lose as much as $9,000| week, will give occupational infor-| and publisher of the mag. Succeeds/| Orleans States-Times-Picayune, has 4 
Guild will represent them in collec- | each. ae mation and statistics for the youth.| Frank McCullough, former adver-| been decorated with Palmes Aca- 
tive bargaining. The Guild has| Employees are principal owners of | Publishers are Robert K. Burns and tising agency exec, who’s returning | demiques and given rank of Officer t 
withdrawn its petition for a Na-| $140,770 worth of outstanding stock| Lyle M. Spencer, latter the son of| to the advertising biz. d’Academie by France : 
tional Labor Relations Board hear-| Which is considered worthless. The|Dr. M. Lyle Spencer, dean of the) Editorial reins have been taken| National Magazines ‘Inc., has teen ; 
ing, which was to have been held/ paper was founded in 1857 and was | School of Journalism at Syracuse| over by Ellen L. Hess. She was| chartered to conduct a printing-pub- : 
> oes ae ee sia the oldest daily in St. Louis. University. formerly aide to Frederick. lishing business in New York. Mau- 
tions for reinstatement to Press jobs| George R. Lamade New Grit Pilot Peps nthe wal pong Roe Marie J. Bulla aire ras 

, = 5 . : ry Issues Reprints arie J. Bulla are directors. 
held at the time of the merger of| Late Dietrick Lamade, who piloted | issue, Publisher is Better Publica-| L j S 

' ; ’ - atest publisher to turn to paper- even one-act plays by Florence 
morning daily and the Albany Eve-|Grit, the weekly mag, for over half | tions, affiliate of Standard Magazines, | bound books is C ; il- | Ryerson and Colin Clements, ether 
— pty in July, 1937, are before |a century, has been succeeded as prez | chain mag house. Edited by Leo a esoaianiaer teens eon og a ized by Don Ameche and guesters to Cc 
e NLRB, will not be counted un-| of the Grit Publishing Co. by Geor : : y : : 
til their status is finally decided.|R. Lamade, one * his five daa a oe all the other Stand- | H. H. Coleman. Will put out reprints a ors gh Bmwenigrtdigeenel 2 h 
The Guild had filed charges of dis-|New vvice-prez is another’ son agri manga > . of fiction only, in full length, to sell g Peres cobye ov —, ss 
crimination ih the merger elimina- | Charles D. "| _ Zone, new ‘little’ mag being read- | at 25c each. mR. ge: des oes - 4 shy 4 or 
tions, Elder Lamade, (who died _|ied by Richard Johns for a debut] Coleman will gi a ws Photographers Association are 
Examiner George Bokat, after |9 to 79), did a build-up on Grit com. | early in the new year. Publication| terial, will give advances on ma-| Norman Mevius, Ledger, prez; New- vi 
hearings last winter, had recom-|parable to that of the late Cyrus| Will be monthly, and will contain ton Hartman, Bulletin, treasurer, and 
mended that a group of active|H. K. Curtis with the Satevepost.| fiction, poetry and photographs, all J. Wilso ee en ee ” 
Guilders be reinstated and The Press| When Lamade acquired the weekly | Pertinent to the American scene.) J wilson Ro vt We ~-yF ti _y et i i 
Co. be ordered to ‘cease and desist’| around 1880, with a capital of ap-| Johns for a time edited Pagany: A| critic of Th Bilib d, fri gd anor ce ee Mitesh ii 
from certain practices. proximately $150, mag’s circulation | Native Quarterly. Will both edit and e Siliboard, friend of Sir | suspended publication several months " 
was less than 4,000 From then on | Publish Zone. Harry Lauder and father of Andrew ago following financial difficulties, P; 
of” Exiles’ U. S. Publisher build-up was fast, and the weatar's 7% at, Sane of Warner Bros.|resumed regular weekly editions vi 
; German-language scribblers under | present circulation is in excess of Pub Bureau Names Aides N “y 4 we ve yes a S| Sask week, with Fred A.. Moore # 
ne Weak eae ae nae Se _ =e ov. 24, after a year’s illness. Born | publisher. 

, perforce had 500,000, Six directors were elected by Book | in Gl Ss ; o> 
turn to Swiss and Dutch publishers, Publishers Bureau, formerly the Na- Saudun ae 6 ie ottand he went to} Vee Lawnhurat, composer -pianist, tt 
will now be able to get their books Knott Knotes Now Metropolis tional Assn. of Book Publishers, at| Tea Com ch pas-ip emanate ard brow ns — bce eg ag “a 
published in America in their native| Knott Knotes, giveaway mag dis-| first annual meeting, in New York, associate Ot Bt eS ae oe a, on : are Se _—_ c 
language. Recently formed Alli-|tributed to patrons of the Knott) Six, who are Curtis McGraw. How- operated Fg veer aes OG) ate, Sx pepeilee plead, _ as 
ance Book Corp. has made arrange- | hotels, has been acquired by Mor-| ard C. Lewi pata 3. paaenees in Lon- | breakdown on the technique of top F 

q y a - Lewis, Alfred Knopf, Eugene | don, but disposed of thi i 
ments with those European publish-| rill Cody, formerly of the Literary | Reynal, Frederick Rinehart and Paul a alg 2 O0ey, OO | See reniots. of 


the literature published abroad, and 
will sell for much below the standard 
book price here. 


thumbs down on a proposed ordi- 
nance to bar sale of obscene liter- 
ature, Lansing, Mich., last week pre- 
pared a new law prohibiting im- 


Schenectady Sunday Sun since his 
election to the City Council three 
years ago, has resigned from the 
Council and the city’s Munici 


made also among dailies. These 
have already started to carry out 
rulings of the Jewish Law and are 


Roxane Page Ruhl, of the Lif - 
torial staff, to marry soon, ess 








Comic Doubles in Publishing 

Lester Allen, pint-size comic, has 
turned book publisher forming the 
Allen-Kennel Publishing Co. For a 
starter he is getting out a large-sized 
book called ‘More Dogs by Zito,’ It’s 
a collection of cartoons about dogs by 
the caricaturist Zito, with gag-lines 


a ee «ae ee 


dealers, 
means for enforcement. 
clared that 


city’s proposal 





quate to cover situation. 


moral books through licensing of 
a board of censors, and 


Jackson’s city attorney had de- 
was 
‘flagrantly unconstitutional’ and as- 
serted that existing laws were ade- 


dismissing Semites and taking on 
‘Aryans.’ 





$15,000 Fire of Det. Daily 
Plant of Detroit Abend Post, 
Michigan’s oldest German language 
daily, which recently went into 
bankruptcy, was almost destroyed 
by fire last week. Damage placed 





William Gobert motoring to the 
Coast, and may winter at Carmel. 

Helen Wintz dramatizing her novel 
of a few seasons ago. ‘Wherever 
You Go.’ 

Elizabeth Wye, fiction ed of AP’s 


feature service, the bride of 
A. McCashin, — eee 





Ignazio Silone, still an exile in 


Housing Authority due to ill health. 

John Sullivan, former Philly Rec- 
ord scribe, who under the Earle ad- 
ministration headed the State Bu- 
reau of Civil Rights, will enter 
Temple University Law School in- 
stead of going back to the newspaper 
biz when the Republicans take ovet 





on Jan, 17. 
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Broadway 


—_——_——_ 


Elmer Wilson, Coast impresario, 
j wn. : 
in cole Porter planning a Caribbean 
cruise in mid-December, _ 

Dorothy Vernon joining Mark 
na’s agency. ; ; 
Hruth Benedict is p. a.ing ‘Here 

e the Clowns.’ 
Cofay Marbe, back from London, 
Janning to do a Broadway musical. 
i Max Karper, Yiddish legit p.a., 
pack on the job after a long illness. 
Glenn lIreton now ballyhooing 
Funland Amusement Park in Miami. 


starred with Constance sennett in 
‘Service de Luxe,’ in ‘own visiting 
pareats. Price and wife, Edith Bar- 
rett, legit actress, will appear in New 
York piay. 

Wade T. Childress and A. C. Stan- 
nard have been elected directors of 
the Municipal Theatre Assn. Chil- 
dress succeeds F. A. Sudholt, de- 
ceased, and Stannard follows A. B. 
Elias, resigned. 

Milton D. Lewis, manager of the 
Majestic, East St. Louis, Ill., has 
complained to police that burglars 
carted off $1,500 worth of jewelry, 
clothing, etc., from his home while 
the family was absent. 








Gloria Whitney, formerly vocalist 

with Russ Morgan, off to Australian 
dates. 

oy Doyle and Harold Ross— 

among Koma ag re crowd at Joe 

’s place in Jersey. 

ug why Martin, assistant in NBC’s 

vest relations division, off to Florida 

for a month’s vacation. 

No reasons given, but Paramount 
employees have been asked not to 
feed the pigeons that hang around 
the Par building. 

Legit whooper-upper Mildred 
Byram Fishburn, of Philadelphia, in 
town for ammunition to do some- 
thing about Philly. ‘ 

Mary Martin, in ‘Leave It to Me, 
Broadway musical, waxed two of her 
songs from the show with Eddy Du- 
chin’s orchestra for Brunswick. . 

Molly Picon won't do a play this 
season. Husband-manager Jacob 
Kalich is dickering for Australian 
vaudeville for the comedienne. | 

Joe Schoenfeld (VARIETY) out of | 
the hospital and will be convalescing | 
several weeks. His fifth operation, | 
but he’s voted very much on the) 

end now. 

Albert Gibson, of the Chocolateers, 
injured at Strand theatre date re- 
cently, in Brooklyn, laying up with 
bad knee. Had to cancel at the 
Apollo this week. ; 

Sid Spier in receipt of personal 
letter of thanks from Gov. Lehman 
for work in recent campaign. He’s 
stressing that ‘it ain’t ene of those 
mimeographed things.’ . 

Tom Mead, Universal newsreel 
editor, goes back to the hospital this 
week to have cast removed from his 
left foot. Ankle and leg was broken 
when he was struck by an auto re- 
cently. ‘ . 

Snow-laden streets after ‘Gloriana 
opening night show _ necessitated 
dramatic critics Walter Winchell and 
John Anderson, sharing a cab, to 
get out and push. Actors stood by 
and jeered. 

Service staff of the Paramount, 
N. Y., held its annual party Satur- 
day night (26) at the theatre, with 
Larry Clinton and other members 
of the current show furnishing en- 
tertainment. 

Lester Gottlieb, p. a. for Mutual 
network, almost pinched in Central 
Park Sunday (27) while taking press 
hotographs of radio actress gzy 
Finke Didn’t know he had to have 
a permit. Got off, though. 

George McCall. radio commenta- 
tor, and Ella Logan discovered they 
were both born in the same town in 
Scotland. Latter sails for a home- 
town visit soon; McCall’s east trying 
to set a new radio sponsor. 


Glasgow 


Ernest Boole’s crew at the Locarno 


Ragged new + aaa House 
re officially opened. 
‘Gold Is Where You Find It’ (WB) 
©n screen at Paramount. , 
‘Virginia’ presented by the Miner- 
va Operatic Club at the Lyric. 
Jack Hylton’s orchestra completed 
one-week engagement at the Empire. 
Vie Oliver and Judy Campbell 
Barring at the Empire in ‘Idiot’s De- 
ight.’ ; 
Eddie Peabody and Kimberly and 











London 





Cy Landry in Zurich, Switzeriand. 


Duchess,’ which Maurice Lehmann 
will present at Mogador. 

Henry Garat suing Bagnoles de 
'l’Orne Casino for 2,000,000 francs 
| (about $53,000) for loss of one eye 


Harry Roy forming own vaude-; as result of fracas there two years 


ville unit. 


Dick Henderson 


signed for 
weeks in America. 


work canceled in America. 


‘You Can't Take It With You’! 
(Col.) doing big biz at the Gaumont. | 


Dorchester hotel’s new show post- | 


10) 
Freddy Zay has had six months’ | 


' ago. 





Budapest 





Sandor Ince prepping for Holly- 
wood trip. 


‘Soubrette’ playing to capacity at 


poned from last week in December | Vigszinhaz, with Klari Tolnay a big 


to Jan. 18. 





Safety Zone 











(Continued from page 1) | 





Welles broadcast, While the FCC | 
crawled back to safety after its faux 


pas on Eugene O’Neil’s ‘Beyond the niversary of ‘Robert’s Wife’ at the publicly professing extreme 
Horizon,’ the fact that one bluenose Globe, with party at the Savoy hotel, | political views,’ which might affect | 


in an obscure section of the United | 
States could write a letter and put | 


the biggest network on a spot has Fields, two of the original Three | 
| Rascals, getting together again for | 


not been reassuring, 


In any event continual trouble | 
from programs that seem innocent | 


enough in script has made the in- | 
dustry self-conscious. 


Formulation of a series of program | 
standards, a move intended to end | 
this uncertainty about the way FCC | 
will probably interpret ‘public in- 
terest, convenience, or necessity,’ | 
will be attempted next week by a/| 
committee created Friday (25) by | 
Neville Miller, president of National | 
Association of Broadcasters. Recom- 
mendations for method of self-regu- 
lation will be laid before the NAB | 
directorate at its meeting Dec. 12 
and 13. | 

Following talks with FCC Chair- | 
man McNinch and industry leaders, | 
Miller took the long-advocated step | 
by asking representatives of both 
networks and independent stations 
to see what can be done about find- 
ing a way out of the muddle created 
by the Commission’s growing habit 
of spanking licensees ex post facto 
for programs which individual regu- 
lators feel are not in good taste. 
(Move is in accordance with the 
idea advanced editorially by VARIETY 
and also sounded recently by David 
Sarnoff, chairman of the NBC board, 
and other industry fifures). 


FCC Went Define 


While many suggestions have been 
heard, the committee will start from 
scratch. Exactly what approach 
Miller has in mind has not been dis- 
closed, although in his private con- 
versations with NAB leaders he has 
indicated he feels definite yardsticks 
should be adopted. Since the FCC 
is unwilling to tell in advance how 
it will apply the vague provisions of 
the Communications act to any par- 
ticular circumstances, Miller feels 
the licensees must make some move 
in self-protection. Before any final 
action, attempt probably will be 
made to gain the endorsement of the 
FCC, although it is improbable the 
airwave cops will approve the in- 
dustry code in a way which binds it 
in the future. 


Committee, which assembles in 
New York Monday (5), comprises 
Miller# Edward Klauber, executive 
vice-president of CBS; Lenox R. 
Lohr, president of NBC; Theodore 
Streibert, vice-president of MBS; 
Paul Morency, WTIC, Hartford; Ed- 


| 





Page played one week at the Pa- 
vilion. 

BBC announced appointment of 
A. P. Lee as press officer for Scot- | 
tish region. ar 

Anderson College of Medicine to 
hold first rehearsal of school revue, 
‘College Daze.’ 

Ethel Formby, sister of George 
Formby, is in Hughie Green’s ‘Stars 
of Tomorrow’ company. 

Scottish National Players presented 


at the Lyric. ‘S—For Sugar Candy.’ 
Choral and Orchestral Union of 
gow presented its openins con- 
cert of the 1938-39 season at St. An- 
drew’s Hall. George Szell conducted 
the Scottish orchestra. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Ted Shawn nd Co. presented ‘The 
lance of the Ages’ in the Roosevelt 
4igh School auditorium last week. 


‘Blind Alley’ will be presented for 
10 nights by Little Theatre group 
Starting tonight (Wednesday). 


Avis Kent, warbler, working at 
Biltmore Country Club, to Nev York 
for screen test by 20th Century-Fox. 
t issa Landi discussed ‘The Dif- 
erence Between Stage and Screen 
Acting’ before members of Junior 
League last week. 

Suit to collect $5,829 taxes from 

Try Murdock, owner of Mounds 
Club, eastside casino, was dismissed 

week in Federal court, East St. 
is, by agreement of aitorneys. 

Vincent Price, native, recently co- 





gar Bill, WMBD, Peoria; and Ed 
Craney, KGIR, Butte. 

Shortly before Miller made what 
was described as ‘one of the most 
forward-looking moves’ since he 
took the NAB helm, the Commish 
handed out another flock of tempor- 
ary renewals. Some 22 stations, 
most of which have been aperating 


with short-term tickets, were affect- d 


ed. Transmitters put on the anxious 
seat for the first time, receiving ex- 
tensions of present papers only un- 
til Jan. 1 were KHUB, Watsonville, 
Calif.; KPFA, Helena, Mont.; WBLY, 
Lima, O.; WBRK, Pittsfield, Mass.; 
WBRY, Waterbury, Conn.; WCRW, 
Chicago; WGCM, Mississippi City, 
Miss.; WJNO, West Palm Beach; and 
WLAK, Lakeland, Fla. In accord- 
ance with the hush-hush principle, 
no hint given whether program com- 
plaints or other reason motivated 
the action. 

At the same session, however, the 
Commish changed its mind about 
grilling WJJD, Chicago, about ad- 
vertising copy which has been the 
object of intensive investigation. 
Foreshadowed dropping of inquiries 
into numerous transmitters which 
have aired propaganda for products | 
known as Kolor-bak and Cystex. 
Renewal was issued when the Com- 
mish granted petition of Paul D. P. 
Spearman, counsel for WJJD, for re- | 
consideration of the hearing order. 
Attorney argued the Commish is in- 
vading the precincts of the Federal 
Trade Commission. 





| 





Caligary Bros. 
Coliseum Dec. 
Dorchester hotel. 


at the 


| Frances Day, Margaret Rawlings 
and Leslie Stoll obtained final di- | 


vorce decrees Nov. 14. 


Marjorie Dash, daughter of Irwin) of Fehervar,’ 
married Arnold Someray, 


Dash, 
wholesale meat purveyor. 


London | : 
12, doubling from | Hungarian versions now being shot | 


hit as the lead. 
‘Star of Variete’ in German and 


|at Hunnia. Variety stage shots being 
made at the Muvesz, now dark. 
‘Accidents Don’t Happen’ 
finished at Hunnia. Current produc- 
; tion is patriotic musical, ‘Hussars 
featuring Maria Egry, 
|Piroska Vaszary, Pager and Kabos. 


| Actress Cornelia Gardos  dis- 


H. M. Tennent celebrated first an-' missed from National theatre for 


Nov. 23. 


Charlie O’Donnell and Eddie 


vaudeville. 


A second will found here dis- 
closed Pearl White left English es- 
tate valued at $250,000, to be divided 
among her father, brother and sis- 
ter. 


Jacques Charles staging big Christ- 
mas spectacle at Earls Court with 
200 gals, including 17 
skiiers. Show opens Dec. 6. 
for eight weeks with option. 


George Black unearthed old Clark | 


and McCullough musical, ‘Where’s 
the Flag,’ while in America re- 
cently, which he intends to use for 
the next Palladium ‘Crazy’ show. 
Charles L. Tucker wanted Al 
Trahan to double from his vaude- 
ville unit at Holborn Empire week 
of Dec. 12 to the Troc, which Tucker 
books exclusively, but deal fell 
through on account of salary differ- 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








The Sol Zionts celebrated their 
fifth wedding anniversary. 
_ Jack Durvis has left Baron EI- 
liott’s band to organize his own crew. 


Lew Mercur plotting a duplicate 
of his local Nut House in Miami this 
winter. 


Max Arnow here looking over tal- 
ent at Playhouse and tiny Kilbuck 
theatre. 

Jackie Heller’s band now definite 
for William Penn hotel opening New 
Year’s Eve. 

Herman Middleman playing piano 
in Jerry Mayhall’s house orchestra 
at new Senator. 

R. E. Baltz handling Burten 
Holmes’ lecture series at Carnegie 
Hall this season. 

Bob Geffel, managing Earl Mel- 
len’s band at Bill Green’s Casino, 


oy 


ing in it. 

oore home for a few days 
following South American tour with 
her ‘Dance of Lovers.’ 

_ Margaret Daum in from east to 
sing at annual banquet of Al 
Abrams’ Dapper Dan club. 

Mrs. Lyle Harding, wife of Sheri- 
dan Square manager, out of hospital 
after having tonsils clipped. 

Dorothy Scott playing lead in Tom 





Wilmot’s new play, ‘And Niobe 
Wept,’ which opened last night 
(Tuesday’ at the Playhouse, 

Paris 


By Huge Speck 





Jack Warner back home. 

Jack Cohn in from London. 
Roland Toutain in from Africa. 
Walter Dare Wahl, at the ABC. 
Nadia Dauty topping Bobino bill. 
Denise Bosc went under operation. 
Josette Day plans theatrical debut. 
Gilbert Miller in on the Norman- 


ie. 
Serge Glykson’s band into Ambas- 
sadeurs, 

Cecil Sorel in from South Ameri- 
can tour. 

Bobby May doubling at Ambassa- 
deurs and ABC. 

Maud and Corbay featured at 
Chez les Nudistes. 

Andre Daven and Albert Prejean 
in from Hollywood. 

Marian Anderson played to full 
house at Opera recital. 

‘Mother Carey’s Chickens’ (20th- 
Cent) opened at Balzac. 

‘Adam,’ new Marcel Archard play, 
opening at the Gymnase. 

‘Retour a l’Aube,’ Danielle Dar- 
rieux’s latest opening at Marigan. 

Matinee entrance fees hoisted by 
common consent of cinema directors. 

Gaston Baty has written ‘Ducinee,’ 
next presentation at the Montpar- 
nasse. 

Francis Carco adapting ‘Bubu de 
Montparnasse.” by Charles Louis 
Philippe, for film. 

Gary Cooper and wife got big 
greeting at Casino when Chevalier 
presented them to house. 

‘Robbery in the Rue de la Paix,’ 
new play by Jean de Letraz and 
Fodor, in rehearsal at Theatre des 
Capucines. 

Raimu to appear on stage for first 
time in 10 years in “The Grand 


champion | 
It’s in 


right 


|peaceful cooperation among mem- 
bers of the company.’ 

‘Puszta_ Princess,’ feature now 
being made at Filmiroda Studio, is 
| based on story by Catherine Boce- 
| Kay, 
|months ago married Archduke Al- 
brecht of Hapsburg. 


WLW’s Defense 


(Continued from page 27) 

















much weight given the statements of 
individuals with acknowledged self- 
ish interests, Patrick implied. 

WLW counsel noted the substantial 
contributions to technical progress 
which have been made possible only 
through actual field tests of 500 kw. 
Program of future research also 
should justify a grant, in as much as 
physical considerations prevent car- 
rying out scheduled experiments 
with 50 kw and no laboratory in 
the nation is able to embark on the 
program. Among the ways WLW 
has benefited the industry and thus 
helped the public Patrick listed de- 
velopment of novel type of line am- 
plifier, automatic modulation cor- 
rector, unique photo-electric cell, 
and glass pipe insulation, as well as 
multitudinous discoveries regarding 
the standards of signal intensity 
needed to insure satisfactory recep- 
tion. 

Numerous citations to the record 
were made in attacking the commit- 
tee finding that WLW has had an 
undesirabie economic effect upon the 
remainder of the industry because of 
the coverage advantage which 500 
kw gives. In taking several excep- 
tions to the conclusions about the 
economic problem, Patrick declared 
the committee erred in overlooking 
| statements of its own witnesses and 
other factual information about busi- 
ness conditions in the area served by 
the Cincinnati behemoth. 

Others Raised Rates 

In discussing the economic phase, 
which was of outstanding importance 
in the long hearing last summer, 
Patrick called attention to the steady 
increase in rates of local and re- 
gional stations within the daytime 
area covered by WLW while the 
super-power outlet’s time charges 
have ‘remained static’. Expansion of 
NBC in the WLW zone, through ad- 
dition of outlets in recent years, was 
mentioned as another important ref- 
utation of the committee’s findings. 
The volume of NBC programs car- 
ried by the Cincy outlet has declined 
since 500 kw operation began and 
WLW’s share of earnings has not 
mounted disproportionately, showing 
advertisers have not been dis- 
couraged from purchasing time on 
other stations. 

On the matter of service rendered 
with 500 kw, the Crosley counsel re- 
marked upon unique types of pro- 
grams, the increased outlays for 
entertainment and information, the 
continous drop in percentage rela- 
tionship between net income and 
gross sales, the lengths to which 
WLW has gone in providing pro- 
grams particularly designed for 
rural audiences, and the dependence 
of listeners in thinly-settled sections 
on clear-channel transmitters. Fail- 
ure of the committee to give suffi- 
cient weight to the postcard survey 
demonstrating WL W’s 
with listeners was singled out as a 
basic error. 

Conjectural nature of the testi- 
mony about interference between | 
WLW and WOR was foundation for 
another series of exceptions, with the 
Crosley attorney noting that WOR 
did not appear in opposition to the 
request for further 500 kw operation. 
Whatever serious interference did 
exist at the outset has been cut to 
near the vanishing point since WOR 
went to 50 kw and WLW installed 
directive antenna, he said, calling 
attention to the FCC’s own standards 
on interference. 





shots | 


village schoolmarm, who six | 


popularity | 


Hollywood 


Howard Benedict to Mexico. 
Barnett Parker to Honolulu. 
Ralph Byrd called off p.a. tour. 
Herbert Yates in for two weeks. 
Alexander Hall laid up with flu. 
Mary Maguire going to England. 
Saul Bornstein in from Broadway. 
Pauline Holman laid up with flu. 
Mike Levee back from Broadway. 
Cecil Humphreys in from Lon- 








don. 

PP gaa Karloff celebrated 51st birth- 

; ay. 

le —— Walter C. Kelly injured in 
all, 

_Joe Brandt to hospital for opera- 
tion. 
| Chester Morris east on personal 
Helen Ferguson laid up with bron- 
| chitis. 

Frank Morgan bruised 
crash. 

Howard Strickling vacationing on 
| desert. 
| Ruth Weston planed in from Man- 
hattan. 
| Lloyd Wright back from N. Y. 
| confabs . 

Harold Robb and Ed Rowley back 
to Dallas. 

Bea Silvey laid up with ptomaine 
poisoning. 

Gracie Fields in from England for 
conferences. 

Edith Fellows recovering from ap- 
pendicitis op. 

Jack Bachman back to work after 
| 11 days of flu. 

Dalton Trumbo recovering from 
hand infection. 

Bette Davis back to work after 
four-day illness. 

Harold Lloyd‘s father to hospital 
for observation. 

Sam Bischoff leaves next week for 
| European vacash, 
| Paquerette Pathe 
first citizenship papers. 

Count Kiyoshi Kunoda gandering 
| studios on way back to a. 
| Sam Wren in from N. Y. for 
Thanksgiving with Virginia Sale. 
Harry Warner out of hospital, re- 

rating at his Calabassas ranch. 

ddie Welch lectured 150 teachers 
at University of Southern California. 

Donald Crisp overhauling his 
schooner for a cruise in the South 
Seas. 

Harvey Stephens recovering from 
burns sustained during filming of 
Warners’ ‘Dod ‘e City.’ 

Eddie Prinz took a leave of ab- 
sence from Paramount to direct hoof 
routines in Ear] Carroll’s new niiery. 


Sydney 


By Erie Gerrick 


in auto 





| 





received her 


cu 








Cinesound’s ‘Dad and Dave’ doing 
big in the stix. 


Tolefson was held over by Greater 
Union in Brisbane. 


‘Alexander’ (20th) is taking real 
coin for Hoyts in Sydney. 


Horace Sheldon appointed musical 
director Australian- New Zealand 
Theatres. 


Larry Adler jot away to a fine 
start in Melbourne for Tivoli. Syd- 
ney season follows. 


Dave Martin waiting for the com- 
letion of his Minerva theatre 
Te setting production plans. 


Frankie Browne and Jean Kerruish 
have been apvointed to assist Mike 
Lustig with Metro exploitation. 


_Joyce Bowden has quit Austra- 
lian-New Zealand Theatres’ publicity 
office. He’s now with Snider-Dean. 


Cinesound’s find, Jean Hatton, 
booked to play major role in ‘Mr. 
Chedworth Steps Out’ with Cecil 
Kellaway. 


Dan Eckley, newly appointed dance 
director Australian- New Zealand 
Theatres, picking ballet talent for ‘I 
Married An Angel,’ 

Magda Neeld, local femme, has re- 
placed Joan Abbott as lead in Harry 
Howard’s ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ La‘‘er 
returned to U. S. following a re- 
ported nervous breakdown. 

Ed Voynow laid up with sluggish 
tonsils. 

Hank Richards off to Arizona for 
a montb. 

Sam Roberts back from New York 
talent hunt. 

Ros Metzger back to songwriting 
as a hobby sideline. 

Duke ickey, ex-Universal p.a., 
out of hospital after long siege. 

Frank Rand, Columbia web press 
chief here, back from New York. 

Gertrude Lawrence ros the 
— at the Bachelors and Benedicts 

all. 

Cecil Widdifield, Seeds agency ra- 
pee chief, recuperating from laryn- 
gitis. 

Walter Donovan  song-plugging 
with the aid of cane following ankle 
injury. 

Joe Kaufman, Balaban & Katz film 
booker, in hospital for emergency 
openseny, 

Ifred Landon the center of the 
lobby interest at opening of ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right’ in the Auditorium. 

Jerry Bergen, vaude and nitery 
comic, obtained divorce from Mary 
.E. Bergen on grounds of desertion, 
fae Bergen awarded settlement of 


y . 
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OBITUARIES | 


FRED LEDGETT 

Fred Ledgett, 60, equastrian direc- 
tor, died Nov. 13, at his home in 
Rockford IIL, after a lingering illness. 
His circus career dates back, to 1892 
when he joined the W. B. Reynolds 
circus out of his home town, He was 
bareback rider several seasons with 
the old Wallace circus, and later 
joined Sells Bros. He and his former 
wife, Dallie Julian, were a featured 
riding act for several seasons with 
the Barnum & Bailey and Hagen- 
back-Wallace shows. After they 
were divorced he married Irene 
Montgomery, a well known rider and 
aerialist and elephant performer. 

He sustained injuries in the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace train wreck, near Gary, 
Ind. which ended his career as a 
performer. He took up directorial 
work and his first position in that 
capacity was with the John Robin- 
son circus. He later was with the 
Sells-Floto, Al G. Barnes and Russell 
Bros. and, last season with the Seils- 
Sterling circus. 

His widow, two daughters and a 
brother survive. 





CHARLES F. GALLAGHER 

Charles Frederick Gallagher, of 
the stage staff of Loew’s Downtown 
theatre, Toronto, died in that city, 
Nov. 21. | 

He was an executive officer of | 
Toronto lodge, 58, LA.T.S.E., and! 
prominent in Toronto Lodge, 11, 
Theatrical Mutual Assn. He had 
traveled with ‘Way Down East’ and 
other touring companies and later 
became carpenter at Shubert’s Alex- 
andra theatre. In the summers he 
served with the Percy Haswell stock 
Co. 

Two daughters and three sons sur- 
vive, Interment locally. 








JAMES CONLEY 
James Conley, 80, died in Boston, 
last week, after an illness of only 
one day. For many years he was 
lead tenor for the Wilbur opera co., 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
OUR DEAR DEPARTED 


MOTHER 


‘ally known illustrators, painters and | 
| sculptors, and will not be limited to | 


WILLIAM PARCHER 
William Parcher, 27, died Nov. 17, 
in Lima, O., from injuries received in 
a tumble from a theatre marquee 
while changing signs. 
He had been identified with Lima 
theatres for several years. 





JOHN RYLAND 
John Ryland, a Negro, well-known | 
as a Broadway theatrical figure, died | 
in his sleep Nov. 25. 
Details in legit section. 








Mrs. Ralph L. Atlass, 33, wife of | 
chief of WIND and WJJD stations, 
died in Chicago on Nov. 24 of com- 
plications following birth of child. 
Child, four-pound girl, survived. 





Mrs. Janet Silvers, 41, wife of 
Louis Silvers, musical director at 
20th-Fox, died Nov. 24 in Hollywood. | 





Mother, 70, of Walt Disney, died 
Nov. 26 in Los Angeles from gas as- | 
phyxiation. Father, 79, recovered | 
after gas filled their Toluca Lake 
home from a leaky furnace. 








Mother, 66, of Norman Taurog, | 
film director, died Nov. 27 in Holly- 
wood after a brief illness. 


No FTP Cuts 





| 











(Continued from page 47) 





operation, scenic shops, wardrobe nd 
transportation will be directed by 
Edwards. All employees, front and 
back of theatres, will report to Ed- 
wards. Explained there has been a 
duplication that the new setup will 
eliminate. Instead of handling ad- 
ministrative details, Kondolf will re- 
quisition from Edwards people and 
materials needed for presentations. 
Similar changes among administra- 
tors of the other arts projects are 
also planned. 


Ne Dismissals Planned 


Stated that while 10 to 12% of the 
project personnel will be shifted 
from one department to another, no 
dismissals, except for incompetence, 
are contemplated. It’s been decided, 
too, that those in the business and 
service divisions who leave WPA to 





SARAH MORETTE 


Who Died Nov. 20, 192% 
Her Two Daughters 


Anna and Lillian Morette 


singing opposite Susie Kirwin, 
Maude Daniels and others. He was 
regarded as a fixture with the troupe, 
but he retired at the commencement 
of the World War after 45 years on 
the stage. 

Interment was at 
Maine, his birthplace. 





LOUIS SYDMETH 





Biddeford, 


take private employment, will not be 
replaced and probably will not be 


Refugee Fund 


(Continued from page 1) 
tickets for art work of internation- 


American artists solely, nor will sale 
of tickets be limited to the 100,000 
originally contemplated. 

Estimates of highly valuable art 
contributions which will be avail- 
able, judging from the pledges and 


contributions already received, are! 


that as many as 100 pieces of work 

will go to holders of lucky numbers, 

Time and place of holding the raffle 
are now being worked out, 
Spanish Aid Too 

Another relief campaign involving 

motion pictures is afoot to ship food- 





Exiles’ Revue 





Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


A ‘Talent in Exile’ revue is 
being prepared here. 

Frank Scully, Frank Tuttle, 
Will Morrissey and Charles K. 
Gordon are laying plans for 
local production. 











stuffs to Barcelona for the Spaniards 
in dire need there. Move was in- 
itiated by the London office of 
United Artists Corp. which has been 
making weekly shipments of food- 
stuffs. When Arthur W. Kelly, head 
of UA foreign department, arrived 
there recently and heard of the 
movement, he organized an Ameri- 
can unit of relief among employees 
in the home office in New York. 
Weekly contributions pledged here 
will be sent to George Archibald in 
London. 
Par’s Charity 


With Barney Balaban, president, 
approving and lending support to a 
plan to increase the scope of the 
idea, Paramount's h.o, is holding a 
raffle and bridge party Dec. 16 for 
the benefit of German = refugees. 
Ida Wolfe, secretary to Harry Roy- 
ster, Par theatre executive, and Rose 
Morell, sec to Leon Netter, also a Par 
exec, started the ball rolling in a 
small way, but now the entire or- 
ganization is’ getting behind the 
benefit idea. Money raised will be 
turned over for the relief of German 
refugees of all sects, with raffle 'tick- 
ets sold within the company and pos- 
sibly outside for the raising of pro- 
ceeds. 

The Dec. 16 party which may 
spread itself into a dance and en- 


tertainment, as well as a bridge and 





eligible for reinstatement. Instead, 
Edwards has said, unemployed pro- 
fessionals would replace them. 

With the closing of ‘On the Rocks’, 
at Daly’s 63d Street this week, only 
the ‘Big Blow’ will remain as a FTP 
legiter in the theatre zone. With 
the closing, two houses in the dis- 
trict under WPA rental will be 
available. Adelphi is currently 
being used for rehearsals of ‘Sing 
For Your Supper’, opening date of 
which is now -hazily set for some 
time after New Year’s. 

Charles K. Freeman, of WPA’s 
Chicago production staff, has been 
switched to New York as assistant 
to Kondolf, replacing James R. Ull- 








hotel, 
charged, probably $1 a head. 


sino lending 


charity, 
Anti-Nazi Play Campaign 





raffle, will be held at the Edison 
N. Y., with an admission 


The International Casino, N. Y., 
will sponsor a mammoth Refugee 
Benefit Sunday, Dec. 18. With unions 
cooperating and the International Ca- 
its full support, the 
earnings that night will go to the 


In a frank effort to arouse Ameri- 
can public opinion against the Nazis’ 
religious and racial persecution, the 
New Theatre League, of New York, 
has issued a list of six new anti- 
Nazi plays, which it is encouraging 
all dramatic groups to present. Out- 
fit, in cooperation with the Ameri- 


Louise Sydmeth, 70, died in a 
New York hospital Nov. 26. She had 
been under the care of the Actors’ 
Fund. 

A native of London, she came to 
America in 1890, and had played in 
many important productions. Her 
last important part was in ‘Lombardi, 
Ltd., but she more recently played 
for the Guild in ‘The Adding Ma- 
chine.’ 





CHARLES F. STRUM 

Charles F. Strum, 65, former circus 
owner and one-time concession man- 
ager for Barnum & Bailey Circus, 
died Nov. 25 at his home in Atlanta. 

Native of Lincoln, Neb., Strum 
joined a circus as a youth, working 
in office at first and later buying his 
own show. He was at one time own- 
er of old circus known as Snider’s 
Greatest Shows, United. 

Brother and sister-in-law survive. 





BERNARD M. L. ERNST 
Bernard M. L. Ernst, 59, ex-head of 
the Society of American Magicians, 
died in New York Nov. 28. He suc- 
ceeded Harry Houdini as president 
of the Society when the latter died 
and served 10 years in the position. 
Besides being interested in magic, 
he was an attorney. 





EDWARD CARLIE 
Edward Carlie, 60, film actor and 
former vaude hoofer, died Nov. 25 
in Hollywood of a heart attack. 
He dropped dead while dancing in 
a scene for ‘I’m From Missouri’ on 
the Paramount lot. Surviving is his 


man, who was sent to the Coast 
to direct production there. Kenyon 
Nicholson is reported having been 
offered the directorship of the Chi- 
cago project. Present incumbent, 
John McGee, is reported to have 
aroused resentment there because of 
his policies. 





U.S., Concessionaire 
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Florida officials figure they will at- 
tract more notice by arranging the 
site here. 

Only portion of the exposition now 
lagging is that selling of midway 
concessions. One explanation for 
backwardness in getting construction 
started is that midway people do not 
want their money tied up more than 
two or three months before getting 
some return. Hence, many will de- 
lay until February or March before 
rushing construction, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Boris Karloff, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Father is film player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay B. Wren, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 24, in New York. Father 
is manager Reade’s Community, 
Morristown, N. J.; mother former 
showgirl. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Sutherland, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Nov. 19. Father is an- 





several thousand announcements o 
the plays. 


published by the U. S. Departmen 
of the Interior, are ‘The Bishop o 
Munster,’ ‘The Informer,’ ‘The Jew 
ish Wife’ and ‘Independence Hall.’ 





Interstate’s Dec. 7-8 Shows 
Dallas, Nov. 29. 


rentals for the day. 


be set aside for like purpose. 





Hollywood, Nov. 29. 


tain emissaries of Fascism.’ This 


Hollywood for Leni Riefenstahl.’ 








widow. 


nouncer at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 





against Germany. 


can Jewish Congress, the American 
League for Peace and Democracy 
and several other groups, has mailed 


Among the plays, one of which is 


Interstate Theatre circuit, headed 
by R. J. O’Donnell and Karl Hoblit- 
zelle, will donate entire receipts from 
137 theatres on either Dec. 7 or 8 to 
the refugee fund for Jews from 
Austria and Germany. Understood 
film companies will come in on deal 
with either whole or partial free 


On Dec. 8 receipts of Interstate’s 
houses in Albuquerque, N. M., will 


The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 
for Defense of American Democracy 
took a page ad in Damy Variety 
Tuesday (29) urging the film cap- 
ital to close its doors to Leni Rie- 
fenstahl, who is called head of the 
Nazi film industry, and a Nazi agent. 
Ad recalls the visit of Vittorio Mus- 
' solini and remarks, ‘Hollywood dem- 
onstrated its unwillingness to enter- 


‘followed by ‘There is no room in 


Film people are also asked to sign 
a petition for an economic embargo 


ee 
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This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
|| lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 








East 


Joseph Binder awarded the prize 
for the official poster for the N. Y. 
| World’s Fair. 

| Annual buffalo shoot at Wain- 
wright, Can., started last week. 
Rifllemen will kill 1,200 at Wain- 
wright and 800 at Elk Island park. 
| Necessary to keep the herd down. 
| Hides and carcasses go to a western 
| meat packer. 


Maria Caniglia, Giovanni Martin- 
elli and Nicola Moscona, of the Met, 
| to assist in ‘A Night of Music’ at the 
Brooklyn Academy tonight. To head 
a long list of secondary stars, To 
| encourage musical appreciation. 


TAC cuts to $1.10 top for its re- 
vues at the American Music Hall 
Sunday afternoons. 
Fannie Hurst tossed a _ cocktail 
party sunday afternoon. Proceeds to 
help establish Refugee theatre. Held 
at Nat Eastman studios. 
Sid Luckman, of Columbia, head 
man at Loew’s Kings, Brooklyn, Mon- 
day night, when he presented Eras- 
mus High School eleven with the 
theatre’s trophy. School won it for 
a third year and now has permanent 
possession. 
Department stores putting in 
Christmas attractions. Frank Buck 
is back at Hearns with his animals. 
Gimbels has a set of tableau of the 
Lone Ranger. Open to those who 
buy a ‘surprise package’ for two bits. 
Another quarter and they can be 
photoed with the Ranger and Silver 
group. 
Justice Wasservogel has upheld the 
State Labor Relations Board in its 
decision against the Stork club. Club 
will appeal again. 
Macy thanksgiving day parade had 
a world’s fair float with a guard of 
10 Grover Whalens. Photogs more 
interested in the 24 girls on the 30- 
foot float. 
‘What a Life’ to give a matinee 
every afternoon Christmas week. 
Cast is on co-op basis. 
American Automobile Assn. to war 
on spots where the arresting officers 
get theirs on a split of the fines. 
Robbins Island Clam Co. enjoins 
private diggers from’ lifting clams 
it claims were blown from their 
leased grounds by recent hurricane. 
States about 10% of the 30,000 
bushels they planted were washed 
to the westward by the big blow. 
Seats for ‘Leave It to Me’ now on 
sale up to Jan. 14. 
New Theatre league staged ‘Press 
Time’ at the Labor Stage Sunday. 
Labor melodrama by Jerome Brook- 
man and Stedman Coles. Joseph 
Pevney staged and played the lead. 
Carmella Ponselle denies she is go- 
ing to conduct an agency for opera 
singers. Just a school to train sing- 
ers for radio work, 
Arthur J. Pollard, stock broker, 
to Reno to obtain a split from his 
wife, Marion Chase, nite club enter- 
tainer. Says it’s a friendly action to 
save his wife the trouble of coming 
over from London. 
Billy Rose to make change in sil- 
ver dollars at the Diamond Horse- 
shoe. Customers less apt to tote 
them home. 
Helen Claire to be given an after- 
theatre supper at the Plaza Dec. 10. 
Hosts are the Randolph-Macon Wo- 
men’s College N. Y. Alumni. 
. Antoinette Perry to resume audi- 
tions for American Theatre Council. 
Orson Welles guest sneaker at the 
Finch Jr. college yesterday after- 
f | noon. 
Alice Marble, tennis topper, to go 
into Sert room at the Waldorf- 
t| Astoria as a singer. 
¢| Elsie Janis _to.do her Sunday 
nights at the Music Box instead of 
the Lyceum, as originally planned. 
Billy Rose to display reproductions 
of Diamond Jim Brady’s jewels at 
his Diamond Horseshoe. 
Lotte Lehman took out her first 
citizenship papers Friday in N. Y. 
Somebody missed something when 
Ferdinand the Bull was paraded 
down B’way by Macy’s the day the 
Disney film opened at the Music Hall 
—and no tie-in. 
National Park Service reports that 
tourists spent more than $5,000,- 
000,000 last year. New York state 
topped with $846,800,000. California 
got a little less than half that, with 
Pennsylvania third with $227,850,000. 
Railroads arrange reduced rates 
for visitors to the N. Y. World’s Fair. 
Will assure maximum attendance. 
Adagio act headed by Helen 
Swierk was rehearsing at home last 
Sunday at Newark. Tossers heaved 
her so high she dislodged the chan- 
delier, which fell on her husband, 
serving as catcher. He sustained 
lacerations of his arm, shoulder and 
scalp. She fell to the floor unin- 
jured. 
Two white girls who sought the 
autograph of Fats Waller precip- 
itated a fight in froni of the Turf club 
is| early Sunday morning. Waller was 
about to enter a cab when ap- 
proached for his signature. The girls’ 
companions reproached them, and 
started to strike them. Edward Wal- 
ler, brother of the musician, sought 

















Thomas Keozh, who was beaten in- 
sensible by the crowd attracted. The 
— ere amare Waller 
given hospital attention, but es 
ously sito § not seri 
‘I Married an Angel’ t iv 

Stage Relief benefit Dec. iL. pte 
_ Dennis King did a radis broadcast 
in Toronto Sunday night in place of 
Philip Merrivale, who was needed 
here for a dress rehearsal of ‘Lorelei’, 


Kinz is co-producer of the show. 


Zacchinis, who get shot out of a 
cannon, in bad with their neighbors 
at Tampa, where they winter. Suit 
filed charges them with maintaining 
an aviary of rare, but noisy birds, a 
cannon range, where they keep in 
trim for the act, an assortment of 
trapezes, a collection of goats and 
chickens and a machine shop that 
interferes with radio reception in the 
vicinity. Some of the family work 
outdoors on the traps with very little 
clothing, and shout to each other. 
— seeks compliance with building 
aws. 





Coast 





John Barrymore’s Tower Road 
estate, costing $448,000, goes on the 
auction block Dec. 10. Layout, over- 
looking Beverly Hills, consists of 
two residences, a guest house, two 
garden houses, two. garages, dog 
kennels and bowling green. 

Charles K, Feldman, agent, was 
sued for divorce in L. A. by Ernes- 
tine Hill Feldman, who demands 
$2,361 monthly alimony and $25,000 
attorney fees. 

Income tax liens were filed in 
L. A. against Wesley Ruggles for 
$35,667 for 1937; Jean H. Feldman, 
$4,168, 1937; Mrs. Adeline J. Schul- 
berg, $5,938, 1935, and Alfred E, 
Green, $3,923, 1937. 

Bette Davis was sued for divorce 
in L. A. by Harmon Oscar Nelson, 
talent agent. They have been mar- 
ried six years. 

Carmel Meyers and her husband, 
Ralph H. Blum, were sued for 
$13,193 in L. A. by Mrs. Maud Dean, 
who was injured in a collision with 
Miss Meyers’ car in 1937. 

Divorce action against Jan Garber, 
orchestra leader, was dropped in 
L. A. Dorothy Garber told the court 
they were reconciled. 

Genevieve Tobin was exonerated 
of hit-run driving charges in Beverly 
Hills. 

Lawrence Hazard, film writer, di- 
vorced in L. A. 

Darryl Zanuck gave $1,500, Carl 
Laemmle, Jr. $2,000, and Robert 
Taylor $200 to the Democratic cam- 
paigners in the recent state election 
according to report of secretary of 
state. 

Jeff Davis, so-called King of Ho- 
boes, accepted $250 as settlement of 
his $50,000 claim against Paramount. 
He had demanded the 50 grand for 
his services as technical advisor on 
‘Arkansas Traveler.’ 

Norman McLeod, film director, re- 

ported $10.000 burglary of his home 
in North Hollywood. 
Henry Wilcoxon. British film 
player, and Joan Woodbury, screen 
actress, announced their intention to 
wed in L. A., Dec. 17. 

Whitney Bourne reported $15,000 
jewel robbery in her Hollywood 
home while she was in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Wynr. Craig, film player, filed suit 
for divorce in Los Angeles against 
William R. Patrick, aviation execu- 
tive. 





MARRIAGES 


Jean Fines to Orry Hudson, in 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. He’s sound 
technician at Warners. 

Audrey V. Wyckoff, dancer, to 
Chester Chess, non-professional, at 
Bowling Green, O., Nov. 19. 

Mrs. Pauline Mark Thurston to 
Charles K. Collins in Harrisburg, 
Pa. Nov. 22. She’s widow of 
Thurston, the magician, and ap- 
peared in his act. 

Virginia Curtis to Ronnie Ash- 
burn in Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 21. 
He’s sports announcer for WREN, 
Lawrence, Kan. 

Florence K. Sperl to Hal E. James, 
in New York, Nov. 23. Bride is 
casting director of the Compton 
agency; he’s Compton program man- 
ager. 

Ida Rae Curnett to Arthur S. 
Lyons, in Yuma, Nov. 24. Bride is 
a film player; he’s the agent. 

Marsha Hunt to Jerry Hopper, im 
Santa Barbara, Nov. 23. Bride is 
film player; he’s assistant chief cut- 
ter at Paramount. 

Kay Cornell to Fred Stein, in 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 27. Bride is a Ta- 
dio and night club entertainer. He's 
a brother of Benny and Norman 
Stein, N. Y: legit execs. 

Loretta Varga to Bob Kliment, in 
Buffalo, Nov. 23. He’s announcer for 
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WHAT THEY THINK 








Noisy Candy Wrappers 
Brooklyn. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Why doesn’t the picture business 
do something about those noisy 
cellophane candy unwrappers in the 
theatres? It’s bad enough — with 
those trick hats the women are 
wearing these days, but of the two 
evils the kiddies who munch their 
light luncheons while enjoying. (7) 
the cinema are the worst. 

Here’s What to do about it, if you 
want to know—take those candy ma- 
chines and stands out of the theatres. 
Why make such a nuisance so great 
a convenience? 

If you are bothered—and who 
isn’t?—by the cellophaneous rests, 
they’re usually of the type to whom 
a kind word means nothing. It usu- 
ally means getting just as tough with 
them, or else. And it’s not worth the 
pother. But, bey, what a nuisance 
they are! Gimme the jitterbugs any 
time, but defend us from the noisy 
candy-chewers and nervous paper- 
crinklers. 

I don’t know how much the candy 


Money Due W. A. Joyner 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

We are seeking Willie Alberna 
Joyner in order to pay him an equity 
due on a life insurance policy. 

We have learned that Joyner had a 
small part in a colored production 
called ‘Harlem After Midnight,’ 
which was produced some years ago. 

John B.. Northrop, 

Metropolitan Life Ins. Co. 





Meney Due the Aarons, Teo 
Philadelphia. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
We are interested in locating Jack 
and Ethel Aarons, husband and wife, 


who we understand are professiorial | 
There is a sum of | 


stage performers. 
money due them. 


of some five or six years ago was 
4330-46 Sunnyside, Long Island. 





Edward N. Polisher. 





Not NBC’s Griffin 


Editor, VARIETY: 


New York. 


NBC vocalist George Griffin wants 
you to know that he is not scheduled 





concession is worth to the big pic- 
ture houses on Broadway, but I} 
know it’s keeping plenty of cash cus- | 
tomers out of the theatres. Me in- 
cluded. 

Jim Dawson. 





to appear in the WINS Federal The- 


atre operetta, as 


reported on page 


22 of your last issue. 


John 
NBC Artists Service. 


Holt Baxter. 








Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 46) 


Trocadero 
Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circle 
Roy Rankin Ore 





Gigi Rene 

Douwores Lee 

Diane Lare 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rullos Ore 


Villa Moderne Zig Zag 
Tony Cabot Ore Sunny Bouche 
Laura Marman 


Winona Gardens 
Sian Carter 


Sunny Mack 
Larry Lux Ore 


Anchorage Harris Tavern 
Bill Honey Ore Bobby Lyons 
sewell Kilo Greta LaMarr 


Kahn & DePinte 


Arcadia int’) 
Clem Williams Orc 
Selda Castle 
Johnny Hoff 
Jean Sargent 
3 Bonos 
Walter Donahue 
Anyo & Drigo 
Mayfair Gis (10) 


Hildebrand’s 
Pete. Hayes 
Leonard Cook 
Lola Pullman 
Warren & Durkin 
Donnie Lyons 
CharHe Neid 
Dottie Winters 
Leslie Sis 
Richard Bach 


Joe Pietro 3 Bobby Lee Ore 
K-Mar Hotel Adelphis 
Believue-Stratferd (Cafe Marguery) 


(Main Dining R’m) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
(Bargandy Reom) 
Frank Juele Ore 
cliff Hall 

Murrey Dancers 
Edmund DeLucca 
Adolph Lanza 
Beany the Hum’s 
Terry Walker 
Ashburns 

2 Mystics 
Barbara McDonald 
Betty Benson 


Allen Fielding Ore 
Semmy Walsh 
Eddie Shayne 
Charlotte Armstr’ng 
4 Vespers 

6 Continentals 
Margo Gls (8) 

Don Angelina Ore 
Hotei Philadelphia 
C Wolf Gis (6) 
Ginger Dulo 

Lillian Fox 

Bob Magee 

Girard & Joyce 


nee yor Joe Frasetto 
rving Orc ? 
Deloyd McKay og hay 
Johnny Graff Ore a 
Soni Shaw 

Cadillac Tavern Jimmie Kelly 
Dean Edwards Billie Lee 
Henrique & Adr'n’e | Sharon Harvey 
Mimi Stewart Line (6) 
Ada Reynolds Jonie’s Bd 


Jeanne Van 
Sonny Roy 

H Reynolds Ore 
Jack Newlon 
Line (8) 

Club Africana 
F Riley & Sunda 
LeRoy McCoy 
Jennie Daneer 
Jack Surrell 
Bobby Evans 
Flash & Dash 
Williams & Will'ms 
Blanche Saunders 
Kitty Murray 
Doc Hyde Ore 


Little Kathskeller 


Jack Griffin Ore 
Zorita 

Joe Kirk 

Jerry Krueger 
Dolly Reckless 
De Limas 
Johnny & George 


Jack Lynch's 


Jeno Donath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Mona Reed 

Tip, Top, Toe 
Jane Pickens 
Virginia Linsley 


Club 15 Helene Heath 
Joy & Juanita Chas Smith 
Tobie Lee Joe Lewis 


Billie France 
Mae Masters 
Amy Organ 


Jimmy Bilaeke 
J Lynch Gls (16) 


Johany Young's Or FCS ag io gg 
Cleb Parakeet Berdell 2 
Rae Dell Rose Hetherly 
Estelle Dupree Marie Fitzpatrick 
Loulge Holt Viola Kiaiss Orc 
Emma Stouch Jim Rossi 
. 2 Svrwe Bob Spedden 
etty ernon 
Anne Harkins Cust ‘Gate 
Al Wilson - Billy & Fio Gross 
Bill Thornten Ore | Baby Lewis 
El Chico fnorter’s Ore 
Vernon Guy 
Tommy Monroe Rendervews 


Doc Dougherty Orc 
Embassy 
Judith Lawton 
Mata Monteria 
Edythe Brown 


Adorablea (6) 
Allen Walker 
Arnet & Rogers 
Barbara Long 
Itonia Bradley 
Chet Fennis Ore 


Ann Kirwin Stamp’s Cafe 


Pedre Blance Ore 


George Clifford 
Evergreen Casine 
Beth Chellis 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
ewils Sis 
Jeanette Garrette 
Harry Schilling 
Jeannette & Kalem 
1523 Cleb 
Dickson Sis 
Florence Helman 
Swing King Orc 
Bubbles Shelby 
Frankie Palembo's 
Ray Miller 
Patti Cranfora 
Wilford Mayo 2 
om & Helen Nip 
Hill & LaRose 
Bobby Morrow Ore 





Johnny Walsh 

Marrone & Gallo 

South & Lane 

Patsy Shaw 

Pat Perry 

Danny Montgomery 

Jeanette May 

Jack Hutcninson 

Irving Brasiow Ore 
Sliver Lake tne 

(Clementon) 

Miekey Familant Or 

P’ce & P's Selandia 

Chiquita 

Tommy Osborn 

Bill Steele 

Juthin’s Rathakelle: 

Peggy Shields 

Jimmy Lakore 

Eunice DuBour 

Jill Adriane 


Jay Jerome Orc 
Frank Ponti 


20th Century 
Tommy Cullen Ore 
Harold Beswick 
4 Grand 
Billy Keaton 


Valerie Dumont 
Estele Carr 


Viking Cafe 


Rogers, Conrad & M 
Frances Carroll 
Barry & Glenn 
Grace O’ Hara 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Village Barn 
Dolores O'Neill 
Beth Calvert 
Barry & De Alba 
Dottie Seceo 
Bill Bauersfield 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Teddy Oliver Ore 


Ambassador Club 


Buddy Lester 
Betty Co-eds 
Babe Sherman 

Al Howard 
Benny Miller 
Peggy Wagner 
Bob Marble 
Betty Beop 
Charlie Lazin Ore 


Book-Cadfilac Hotei 
(Boek Casine) 
Lani Mctntire Orc 

Momi Hai 
Aloha Kaimi 
Meymo Holt 
Lei Na Ala 
Pau Keahola 


(Meter Bar) 


Art Ravel Orc 
Muriel Boyd 
Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Sally Osman 
Meyers & Arthur 
Ginger Sutton 
Kuma 
Chessen 2 
Ray Styles 
Club Frontenac 


Geo Alfand Orc 
Harry Jarkey 
Don Ernesto 
Doryce & Freddie 
Commodore Cheb 
Sammy Dibert Orc 
Jane Stanley 
Tommy Jones 
Orchids (2) 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Roum) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Russel Swann 
Phil Brestoff Ore 
Carmen Caatillo 
Judy Lene 
Catalione Rolon 
Eddie Asherman 
Murray Dancers 
Nebtole Cafe 
Leonard See! Ore 
Frank Reynolds 
Vera Walton 


Nerthweed tna 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Bert Phiilip’s 
Pep Babler Ore 
Ethel #eidel 

Billy Keack’s 
Mirtam Stuart Ore 
Donna LuPae 
Louis Streeter 
Marty Hoff 
Jean Renard 
Biatse Paim Garden 
Eddie South Orc 
Louls Mason 

Blue Moen 
D Davidson Ore 
Virginia Kosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 

Cardinal Cheb 
Bud Vioni Ore 

Chateae Cleb 
Ina Scott 
Jeanie Walker 
Elien Kay 
Cleone Hays 
Johnny Poat 
Irene Burke 
Little Laverne 
Barclay 2 

(lever Club 
Weber Ore 
Ruth Phillips 
Eva Thernton 
Marge Young 





Eleaner Gail 





Weber’s Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Kar! & Gretchen 

Bavarians 

lise Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Ray Miller 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Carl Wales 

Leona Brady 

‘Birdland’ 

Margie Green 

Herbert Loe 

Jackie Moss 

J & T Shellenh’mer 
Yacht Club 

Kitty Helmling Ore 

Jimmy Bailey 

Dorothy Coster 

Watson Sis 

Patricia Robinson 

Doris Shea 

Roberta Ramsey 

Douglass Skew Beat 

Emory Evans 

Charlie Gains Ore 

Line (8) 


DETROIT 


Woods & Bray 
Gtenn Dale 
Patsy Marr 
Oasis 
8 Guardsmen 
Ginger Cole 
Leola Taylor 
Hal Borne Ore 


Plantation Club 


H Henderson Orc 
Mae Diggs 

Bill & Chas 
Leitha Hill 
House Line (8) 


Pewataa 


Paul Neighbor Ore 
Dorn Bros & Mary 
Bennett Dancers 
Don & R Marshall 
Owens & Parco 
Deauville Boys 
Ross 3 
Sake 
Pansy the Horse 
Al Zimmie 
Martin & Marvel 
Vicki Lauren 
Club Ten-Forty 
Lytle Sis 
Sally Joyce ° 
Gerrie Healy 
Coyle McKay Ore 
To-Je Farms 
Burns Cambell Ore 
Willie Green 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Ted Louis 
Grant Page 
Billie & Billie 
Tini Dixone 
Willie Green 
Frog Morgan 
Webster Hall 
(Ceektall Grill). 
Art Mooney Orc 
Merle Clark 
Szita & Anis 
Bechelors 3 
Wesley Whitehouse 
Jean Shailor 
Wender Rar 


Derethy Berlin 
Al Vierra Ore 





. MILWAUKEE 


Club Madrid 


Stan Jacobsen Ore 
Zita & Annis 
June Lang 
Bernie & Yovanna 
Roberta Roberts 
Betty Adler 
Marie Marth 
Rose Steffen 
Ann Suter 
Edith Rae 
Shutta & Kent 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Cleb Terris 
Jack Teeter Ore 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Conge Clab 
Bob Freeman 
Mary Reed 
Jeff Thomas 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Carpies Ship 
Red Billings Ore 
Ray Block Orc 
Ben Boe Ore 
Gene Emerald 
Raiph Lewis 


Devines Bagiss 
Beb Garrity Ore 
Billy Baer Ore 
Red Roberts Ore 





Wally Miller Ore 
| Gloria Gale 
Jimmy De Palma 














OUTDOORS—SPORTS 


VARIETY 








Howard Geiger 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 

Jack Crawfera Cre 

Joe Wallace 

Wilfrid Du Bois 

Dorothy Dale 

Southern Sis 

Tung Ping Soo 

Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 

Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Lindy’s 

Rick & Snyder 

Leg Cabin 
Bergman Ore 

Miami Club 

Blanc & Charme 

Janet Reed 

Doris Dane 

Nikki Nickall 

Ray Wencil 

Jane Ruhey 

Peggy Geary 

Johnny Davis Ore 

Milwavukean 
Helen Kaye 


Carl 


Variety 4 
Oasis 
Marty Gray Ore 


: ‘ | Snooks Hartman 
Their last address which we knew | 


Old Heidetberg 
Herman Rehfedt Or 


Open Door 
Tinney Liveng’d Or 
Larry Powell 
Packard Ballreom 
Al Cavalier .Ore 
Paradise Gardens 
Anthony Doria Ore 








Ruth Gary 

Eleanor Sutherland 
Helen James 

Vera Robsel 


Reno 


Rudy Sager Orc 
Harry Rayburn 


Scaler’s 


Tony Bauer Orc 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Schwartz 
Bob Eherle Ore 
Lee Leighton Ore 
Johnny Gerg Orc 
Claude Parminter 
State Gardens 
Mildred Seeley 
Lady Delilah 
Ann Helene 
Dale & Dale 
| Evon Allen 
Tic Tor Tap 
Feldstein Orc 
| Bert Nolan 
| Bobbie Cook 
| 





Joey 


Carlos & Dotores 
Town and Country 


Chab 
| Virginia Davis 
| Tiny Gorman 
| Betty Harger 


Wirth’s Futuristic 
Steve Swedish Orc 


Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Ford & Barnes 
Maureen Resay 
Rogan & Manna 
Wisconsin koof 
Nie Harper Orc 
Bernie Commins Or 
Cennte Barieau 
Loraine De Wood 





BOSTON 


Paris 
Gordon Bogie Orc 
Norman Ebron 

Rendes vars 
Katherine Kaye 
Blue Traie 
Bert Lowe Orc 


Brewa Derby 
Mickey Alpert Orc 

Casa Marana 
Pete Herman Ore 
Claire Nevulis 
Homer 
Hy Sands 
Childs’ Old France 
Marshal! Morrill Or 
Theresa 

Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Lita & J Marsh 
Moore & Revel 
Myra Nash 
Geo Libby Gls (8) 

Cocoanut Greve 

Jacques Renard Or 
Gomez & Winona 


Conge 
B Calheway Ore 
Crawferd House 
Ray Phillips Ore 
Alice U Leary 
Adrian O'Brien 
Fiaminge Reem 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Hamilburg 6 
Don Humbert Ore 
Ginger Gerdon 


(Lawrence) 
6 Leyands 
Hotel Copley Piasa 
(Sheraten Koom) 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
(Merry -Ge- Round) 
Jimmy Rvaoltne Orc 
Hotel Bradford 
(Penthouse) 


Leighton Gray Ore 


Hotel Essex 
Jack Manning Ore 
Mary Burton 
Patsy Duncan 
Diane Dubrille 
Barbara Lane 
Duane Marshall Or 
Billy Kelly 

Hotel Imperial 
Clift Jarvis Ore 
Hotel Statter 

(Terrace Reem) 


Leighton Noble Ore 


Edith Caldwell 
Chiek Floyd 
Johnny MacAfee 
Noble 3 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Or 

mge Bar) 

Alfrede. Seville 
Musical Rogues 


Hotel Westminster 
(Blue Room) 
Karl Rohde Orc 
Tom Hardy 
Sylvia & Andrego 
Katherine Rand 
Vivian Von 
Kretty Pine Room 
(Hotel Woodcock) 
Freddy Green Orc 
yhole 
Harry DeAngelis Or 
Gertrude Woodsum 
Vie Jerome 
Old Fashktoned Cafe 
3 Cyclones 
New Amer. Hotel 
(Lewell) 
Clarke Ore 
Ort’s 
Den Humbert Orc 
Paradise Restaurant 
(Lawrence) 
Freddie Coombs Or 
Reyal Palms 
Margie Dorello 
Bessie Profitt 
Jimmy Kenny 
Johnny Dison 
Seville 
Don ‘Rico Orc 
Seoathland 
Chiek Carter Ore 
Stage Door 
Don Humbert Orc 
Steuben’s 
(Vienaa Koom) 
Jack Fisher Orc 
Tewne Club 
Georwe Harris Ore 
Maurice 
Charlie Ross 
Mimi Chevalier 
La Verme'’s (4) 
Lucille Rich 
Bergere Sis (2) 
Honey Fam (6) 
Trecadero 
Frank Paul Ore 


Lew 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Ma’rice & B Whel'n 
Lee Karly & Pals 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


i Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Elleen Joyce 
Flerena 
Bob Marchand 


Cedar Gardens 


Monette Moore 
Rose O'Neal 

Jean Arthur 

2 Cadets 

Flink Moore 
Duke Meivin Ore 


Chateau 


Sunny Brooks Orc 
Bee Gardner Gls 
Gloria Gaylord 


Right O'Clock Chub 
Bilt Miller Orc 
Mildred Chaplin 
Sammy Lipman 
Anita James 
Labe Peltz 
Donna Wamby 
Connie Roberts 
Frank Rubertino 
Kay Baron 
Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
4 Deauville Boys 
Ross 2 
& Darlings 
Geermet Club 
Lovis Cina Orc 
Mitzie Wayne 


Hatten’s Club 
Phil Heikell 
Sherry Martin 
Rose- Marie 

Hapna Grill 
Gypsy Lee 
Lee Ensign 

Hotel Cleveland 
Manny Landers Orc 
Walt Bergen 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willie Potts Orc 

Hotel Hollenden 


Sunny O'Dea 
Jim & M Muleay 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Romany 3 
Hotel Statler 
Dick Barrie Ore 
Harris & Shore 
Pollard & Martin 
Monace's Cafe 
Ted & Mary Tast 
Cleonice Mont Vare 
Jacques Pollack Ur 
Mounds (tub 
| Orvelle Rand Ore , 
Jules De Vorzon 
Jack Webb 
Neila Goodelle 
Seuthern Favern 
Paul Burton Ore 
Don Kaye 
| Nick Bontemps 
Ubangi Chub 
Troy Singer Ore 
Poison Gardner 
Bessie Brown 
Sonny Carr 





2c Admish, Name Talent Hold Spot 





Bill Schweitzer Ore | 


| 


At Outdoor Showmen Parley in Chi 


+ 
Chicago, Nov. 29 

Two items loom large in the cur- 
rent discussions at the convention of 
the National Assn. of Amusement 
Parks at the Sherman hotel here: 
admission prices and the use of 
name talent. Pro and con arguments 
are heating up the meetings regard- 
ing freak admission rates, particul- 
ly due to the recent trend towards 
2c and 3c days .as.a mid-week crowd- 
builder. There are those who de- 
clare that these low-priced gates 
may entice the mobs weekdays, but 
that these people are then lost to the 





Grid Seer Bats .712 


With the major gridiron bat- 
tles over this past Saturday 
(26), Nat Kahn, VArriety’s foot- 
ball prognosticator, emerged 
with a mark of .712 hung up 
in 257 selections. Of the 271 
games picked, 14 ended in ties, 
which counted as losses, spells 
the .712 batting average. Throw- 
ing out the ties hypoes the mark 
to .758. 

Among shertend bets picked 

















Sammy Watkins Or | 





! 
| 


| when he met Barney Ross on the 
| coast, 








Philly Symph Tours 


Philadelphia, Nov. 29. 

Philly Orch, under Eugene Or- 
mandy, leaves on a five-day tour of | 
the South next Tuesday. First con- | 
cert will be given Dec. 7 at Columbia 
S. C., followed by Durham, N. C., 
Dec. 8; Greensboro, Dec. 9; Winston- 
Salem, Dec. 10, and Asheville, Dec. 
11, 

Regular Philly concerts will be 
skipped Dec. 9 and 10 because of the 
tour. 





when picking a few’of the sure- 
fire Odds-on winners, so it’s a 
standoff. 


ARMSTRONG RETAINS 
WELTERWEIGHT TITLE. 


By JACK PULASKI 

The postponed fisticuffs between | 
Henry Armstrong, the three-title | 
Coast fighter, and Ceferino Garcia, 
hard hitting Phillipino from Los | 
Angeles, was staged in Madison 
Square Garden Friday (25) when the 
well-filled arena heard the. verdict: 
‘The winner .and still champion, 
Armstrong. Hank conceded more 


than 14 pounds to the other brown-. 
skinned scrapper, but was favored in 
the betting edds at eight to five 
which was about right, as indicated 
by the number-of points piled up by 
the little coast mauler. 
Although the ticket scale. was 
$16.50 top, the fans went for the 
match to the extent of a gross close 
to $80,000. Very few tickets pur- 
chased for the fight originally had 
been turned back and it was figured 
that hurt the gate of the ‘middle- 
weight affair between Apostoli and 
Young Corbett the previous week. 


Without doubt the addicts were 
disappointed, for only a. couple -.of 
times during the 15 rounds of the 
contest did they have a chance .to 
get excited—early in the going and 
then in the 12th round. At the latter 
point a loping right to, the button 
sent the little guy off balance, and. he 
may have fallen but for the ropes. 
If Henry was hurt by the sock Gar- 
cia will never know for he failed to 
follow up the advantage. 


The decision was not aceeptable to 




















quite a percentage of those present | 


who squawked plenty.  -Either they 
were short enders or were sore be- 
cause the battle was not thrilling. 
No question about the result how- 


| sion 
| name talent for the parks to put the 
|outdoors layouts in direct competi- 





ever, both judges and referee ruling | 
for Armstrong while the best Garcia | 
received from fighter writers scoring | 
was seven rounds to eight. for the | 
champ. It did not look that close | 
for Henry outhit the other fellow | 
from three to five to one during most | 
of the sessions. 


It may be that New Yorkers are 
a bit tired of watching Armstrong’s 
windmill style, in close, where much 
of the fighting was done. Garcia 
could not step back often enough 
and hit at long range where he is 
best. Most of the small man’s bat- 
tles here had him changing the pace 
just long enough to deliver knock- 
out wallops. That did not happen 
against Lou Ambers from whom he 
copped the title, nor could he con- 
nect as effectively with the rugged 
opponent of last week. Garcia had 
the chance to gain the crown, com- 





|ing a record of two knock-downs | 
a top of $6.60 as against the $5.50 


though that encounter was 
not for the championship. 


Although Armstrong could not 
topple the taller lad, he cut both | 
eyes to such an extent that the ref- 
eree peered at his injuries several 
times late in the going and even 
called the doctor to examine the 
fighter, nearly stopping it. The little 
champ was not undamaged, one of 
his peepers being tightly closed. He 
still rates as the best little fighting 
machime in the world and after the 
contest agreed to meet Ambers for a 
second time. If he can be licked by 
a welter, some believe Lou can turn 
the trick because of his accuracy in 
planting uppercuts, which badly 
damaged Armstrong wher they first 
roet. 


correctly were Northwestern parks on the days when the price 
over Minnesota at 1/2; St. goes to normal. 

Mary’s over Santa Clara at.1/3; |{ -On the other hand, the sliced-tar- 
Columbia over Army at 1/2; || iff upholders claim that the freak 
Cernell. over. Dartmouth at 5/8; charges tend to bring in new. suc- 
and USC over California at 5/8. || tomers for the park and introduce 
Kahn also didn’t go wrong | the outdoor playgrounds to people 


| who would not otherwise patronize 


the joint. 
Even more earnest is the discus- 
regarding the importing of 


tion with theatres and dancehalls, 
especially the latter. NAAP leaders 
feel the dancehalls, with their name 
bands, corral a great portion of the 
trade which the parks might reason- 
ably expect. And that this trade is 
geing to the dancehalls becatse fhe 
hoofing joints are giving the ‘teen- 


|; agers a name dansapation outfit as 


an attraction. Now NAAP wants to 
know why the parks can’t go into 
the ballroom business, and in a big 
way, by spotting outstanding orches- 
tras. 


0. C. BUCK SHOWS LOSES 
MUCH IN $65,000 BLAZE 


QO. C. Buck Shows, wintering in 

Portsmouth, Va., lost the bulk of 
its stored equipment Nov. 26 when 
the two-story building was destroy- 
ed by fire. 
_R. F. McLenden, secretary-treas- 
urer of the Shows, said that damage 
would amount to between $65,000 
and $75,000, partly eovered by in- 
surance. Buek, head ef the carney, 
is expected to return to Portsmeuth 
in a few days, having been in Ver- 
mont on a hunting trip at the time 
of the blaze. 











Circus Animals Burn 


St. Louis, Noy. 29. 

Five animals owned by the Al G. 
Kelly and Miller Brothers Shows, in 
winter quarters at Springfield, Mo., 
were burned to death Nov. 24, when. 
flames destroyed a barn in which 
they were sheltered. 

The fire, of undetermined origin, 
gained such rapid headway that ef- 
forts of firemen and volunteers to 
check it were unavailing, A baboon, 
a bear, a wolf, one large monkey and 
a wildcat were lost. 





B’way Musicals 








(Continued from page 47) 





over ‘I Married An Angel’ still well 
up in the money at the Shubert. 
Some of the other musicals did not 
hold to expected form and are re- 
garded doubtful profit-makers re- 
gardiess of moderately good busi- 
ness. But the swing to musicals 
is undoubted and half of those op- 
erating now are expected to be par- 
ticularly popular draws during the 
N. Y. World’s Fair next year. 
‘Syracuse’ Topped ‘Right’ 
‘Syracuse’ had a birger ovening 
night than ‘I'd Rather Be Ri~ht,’ 
in the same house, the takings ~be- 
ing $5,100, tut the new entrant h-d 


premiere cf ‘Right.’ It’s the first 
musical show produced by Geor“e 


| Abbott, who has heretofore special- 


ized in comedies. Showman, how- 
ever, figured in staging the beeks 
of several standout musicals in the 
past, among them, ‘On Your Toes,” 
written by Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart. 

‘Syracuse’ evoked smiles from in- 


the title. A number of showmen 
hail from the upstate city, including 
the Shuberts and Mareus Heiman. 
However, the Syracuse of the show 
is a Greek city of that name, call- 





| Book 
‘Comedy of Errors,’ but retails 
| virtually none of its lines. 


siders along Broadway because of 


ing for Grecian characterizations. . 
is based on Shakespeare's . 
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My Sincerest Thanks 


To These Friends and Their Guests 
Who So Graciously Attended Our 
Opening, In the Inclement Weather, 
Thanksgiving Night .... 








Oe ad a0 wanes moran semen, Bwis w . 
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Julian Abeles 
Fred Ahlert 


Willard Alexander 


Jack Alicoate 
Max Arons 
Murray Baker 
Louis Bernstein 
Phil Bloom 
Jack Bregman 
Doris Byrne 
Bob Canavan 
Edward Canavan 
George Carhart 
Del Casino 
Larry Clinton 
Chester Conn 
Jesse Crawford 
Lew Diamond 
Tommy Dorsey 
James Doyle 


William Feinberg 


Norman Foley 


Harry Friedman 


Harry Kalcheim 
Nick Kenny 

Phil Kornheiser 
Syd Kornheiser 
Bernard Landis 
Edgar Leslie 
Aaron Levine 
Harry Link 

Ted Lloyd 
Carmen Lombardo 
Guy Lombardo 
John J. O’Connor 
Bernie Pollack 
Bernard Prager 
Esther Ralston 
Meyer Rappaport 
Dr. Charles Rein 
Ray Remey 
Doris Rhodes 
Tom Rickett 
Jack Rosenberg 
Charles Ross 

Al Roth 


Elmer Gazly Lester Santly 
Mack Goldman Carl Snyder 
Ben Grauer | Wm. Stein 
Sidney Green Joanie Taps 


Aaron Greengold 


K. K.Hansen Lew Wasserman 

Lennie Hayton Bob Weitman 

Billy Hill Judge John White | 
Ralph Hitz Miss Tommy Whittaker | 
Georgie Joy Edward Wolpin 


Rocco Vocco 








he Hour of Charm 


IN DANCE TEMPO 


PHIL SPITALNY 


And his All Girl Orchestra 


Currently 


Limited Engagement 
(Concluding December l4th) 
at the 


- ’ fn mee A 
Biltmore Hotel, new york city 



































